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BAPTIST UNION, T

(Conolndod.)

As men think of laptism, so they come, to
thiok of Christianity and. of : the. church.
Some hold that all éndividual Christian pro-
fcssion is needlees or ‘unbecoming. | A man's
religion, they say, is something between'him-.
selt and God. ' He' needs no' professidh dnd
no rite o confirm or seal it. Others hold.
thet God means the cHurdh and (be world to
be blended, . The tarcs and the wheat are to
grow together, ., Others- still teach that the
church . and. the: world are made up of the
same persons. . The world is the church for.
getting her privileges; the churoh is ‘the
world réemembering them. And cach 'party
finds its defence, a8 it foaud its faith, in un-
scriptural views of baptism, Obserye this
ordinance as Scripture directs. Bid all be-

‘lieve and avow their faith~—children and men.

Baptize none but such as make a eredible
profession, treat every such ‘baptized man as

“Bear with me while in oloﬁing I offer
two or three remarks, essential either to.guard
these statements againgt misapprebension, or

theories' based upon them melt away.

. to guard ourselves against the abuso of 'them.

“ 1. Though I have stated strongly what I
deem the logical and actual resnits of infant
baptism, I do not, I would not, I dare not,
chiarge the conscious advocaoy of those re-
sults on those who have adopted that prac-
tice, They, many of them, profess to bejieve
a8 firmly as we in the great Protestant prin.
ciple~~the Bible alone the ground of eur

b. L.amisure - the
God and justification by faith in Christ—are
as dear to them ag to ps, and. many of them
hold the apirituality apd  individuality of the
Christisn Chureh a8 tevaciously as ourselves,
These beliefs they many of them avow, and

I believe their avowal, ' T deem it therefore,
as we all deem it, an honodr to work’ with
them in maintaining tho same great truths,
and io serving the same Master, Bat I re
peat nope the less strong J’ thai, side by side
with the truths they hold, is an error whieh
tends to neutralise those truths ; and ‘that
sooner or later the oné must destroy the
other. If they take the language of Borip:
tare on baptism and apply it to infants, ‘that
langauge so applied tends to Popery, Ii
they repudinte that language in the case of
infants, and oo the ground that our reason
and common sense show it (o be inapplieable,
and yet baptize infants, that repudiation on
that ground tends to Rationalism., It they
strive to check both tendencies, and still per.
sist in tho baptism of infants, it will be at
‘the expense of the ordinanoe itself. = Quaker-
ism is gpe theory of infant baptism, perfected ;
Ratiovalism is another ; Popery, a third,
Such I believe to be their temdencies, That
svy of thew is the conscious aim of sny de,
vout Christian man who observes this ordi.
vigoe I do no', I cannot believe, Let us
learn to do justice at once to our brethren
and to truth,

. #.2. This whole subjeet suggests a prinei.
ple in telation to Christian fellowship and to
Christian ohurches which it may' be worth
while for us to sonsider, Nowe have safféred
more from oreeds and unsoriptural tests than
curgelves, There are nmof Articles in the
Oburoh. of England specially aimed at what
are su to be the tenets of Auabaptists,
I deem~it honourable to our fathers ‘that,
Whan driven otit by some of these tests, they
did u(;t 'ln(’?c‘il' oonfqu;iit)u. lnsjl:rt t::em all as
esscntial 0 membership, metimes t
affirmed (hat tb:’i?:«f had been misnnm
stood ; sometimes  they wisely avoided, by
silence, the example that had been sot them ;
and, while ela “liberty for themselves,
they loft the same liberty for' their brethren,
Whatever chan
Iehsions, w e
These mt”
bave na guthority,  They were drawn up ooly
to shuw the world in & general } what was
belioyed.:  May we not-with ads "3
this principle further? 'What truths ave’

verally oo the side of freedom
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‘| 'sential to gnsmy the ¥édo; nition of mﬁ as &
[ Cbristian
o~ llessential to’ a Christian 'ohureh
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'they made in existing oo |
thempolyen were dealaped o | v

New Testament,»—for I kold -all religions |‘with us, Wot's power,’ but only a sigw, not

who " donscientiously differ 7 T  may beljeve
in ‘the ‘duty of t,ott{ ’ ’r’ |

and what truthy and practices are

portant. ' If:the loriier, otr ereéd must be

as cottiprehensive ‘a8 our knowledge ; if thef

latter, it must be as’ eompreéhensive as the
troths to be important. Is.ib not ove'thing!
to believe: & doctrine true, 'and ‘shother to
decline fellowship with a Christian man unles#
he agrees with me in holding it ‘or in holding

Not'all I
| déem true, clearly : ‘may, nét éfl I' Asem e
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vé'beeén ciarged with making too much ot

ordinaitve. ' It might be ahswered that we
iake no more of it, than’ those ‘make, who
lw it down, in the form of irifaut Daptist, as
ou article of fuith | much léas of it twan the
!m.l'maj’oﬂf} of vomina! Ohristians ; it is
efen: “menns of grace, thicugh Often gracious.
ly blessed, but a symbol ,:‘%’ﬁd,“‘ﬂ‘ vg: ‘make
‘ol of it, 1¢'is” i odr case ohly’ Becdtse of
thie “spiritual truths it represents, In' that

it just as I hold it? - ls it not one thing to/

deem'a truth important, and anotheér thing tod:

mike it part of the constitution of the Cbr
tian church, and refuse memb’enh»ip 1o any
| al abstinence, -believe g it
a8 a Christian duty, = May I §};9§9th0 decline:

Ohristian fellowship, with any who, though:
Christians, are not total abstainers 7., 1 may'

believe in the duty of storipg for. Christ, and’

hold that the Christian chureh would gain by

the adoption of ‘this primitive systewm ; may
I make it a condition of membership 7 1 may!

dootrige ? . 'We answer a

principle 7, Ls'it not this

nou-essential points, and that _

es are to make essentia] (o mpmbqnhip,odl{-
what Christ Himself has made essential 7
must néither add to those essential laws nor-
(ake from them. By taking from them, I

alter’ the character of His own, institution,{we go ; and it is the
and ‘it ?enea 1o be a Christian brotherbood : | wiere
by o i

ftgi’n
mon salvatiop~—regeneration by the Spirit of |

0g to them, I make the way parroy
g‘ &*L : mp? !,lin

AN ]

!wﬁdg“ ht yiews of this ord

because right yiews of this ordipance are p-
lapoFtaat, nor 7o boosanso much i (o e
said on both sides that we canpot reach s
clear judgment, but simply becapse differences
on that ordiaance between men all conscien-
tious and spiritual, all, moreover, professi
to take their oonoeptions of Christianity a
of churches from the New Teatament alone,
were never intended by our Lord to divide
the church He ro’depma{. 1f we believe bap-
ti'm either of infants or of. believers to be an
individual duty, but no constitutional law of
the Church of Christ, we must not make it
one,; on the plea~ that wg desmy it
1 we believe it  gonstitutional law, we must
not set it aside on the plea that we wish to

love our brethren, Xt mnust be remembered

on the one side that |
bonoured by ~ in work ' for whioh
Grod never meant thom ; and on the other that
Cbristian love does not grow by the saorjfice
of fruth, or. by indifference to it What
Beripture telis us is essentidl to the! constitas
tion of the Christian church we' musi retpin
o8 part of the cogstitution ; 'what is' not es:
sontial, -we must leave free; not beeauge it is
unimportant, but' beeause: real' Christinns and
Christian ‘churches ‘may differ i’ yelation’ to
it It is to'me fearful to think whut mischiet
baa becn done 10 the bédy of ‘Ohrist by this
tendency to multiply testa—almost a¢ wuo

a8 by the concomitant tendenoy to' leave un,
rebuked an unhallowed worldly spirit. Men
lengthen the .cveed, and fhen they shorten
the commandments,  ‘The result is the walti.
plieation of sects that fai) to do justice either
to the truth or to.the holincss of -the: glorious
Gospel. Let us who take our veligion trom
the Bible only, wnd whoean aftord w honour

¢ traths are not

freedom in our churches by the very fast that
we 'r@z’um all who 'join them (6 be, first of
all,’

ristian ‘men, avold these évils ; and
we shall find our reward, . ) i |
le a8 Bap-

baptism the

* 1 eel sure that for onr
tisty—religion a personal thing,
awwal of it—thére is, as a0 ewinent German
bas enid, @ glordous future : wheihe “therd is
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‘tiotis in the negative, Wu{g__,. nd on what fwe shall prosper ; and id pr. ,

ﬂt am to wel« lhﬁllgont’;*"’ymtu of baptism, "ths ordi-

come¢ as a Christian all who give evidence{namce thnt’mbélim those truths, we shall
that they aré Cbristians, gﬁ%tgg"gﬁ,ﬁdti“i w| love all who

m,ﬁmo,kmm

¢ iisrepresent the substace, #ymbols conoeal

“ It Buptisa, sud Padobaplsts aro. o b
Christian church, i{n;p'nu’ be not {hearted, - We désire to'be weither.  OF ‘al)

Impartast. | lov

|and il s with: love to all;and every ove,
s, [bhiat loves our Saviour's bame.©  Givé we to
|loveall thas: Jesus loves, aud 10 love them as

light i¢ is important, but How much moré im.
portant are the'truths themselvey! ‘Show us

fon, that has lost ita spiricaality, that
¥ oeased'to hold and to preach’ the Gospel
of the graee 'of God, ‘and it’ will Have small
olsim apon' out'symipathy, * It is'not Baptism
futitselt for' whigh'we plead ; it is ‘baptism’ iny
‘ity'épiritaat significance, and in the apgqqia-
‘tidn - of that ‘spiritual significance lies' ¢
betrength - and' the secret of our love for all
‘Christians, whether or ot they agree with us

e "Holy
ity thie" completeness of Justification by
ith, the spirituality ‘of the Chutch of Christ
upy' ' chief ' placé jn" our winlstry~ each
th pmmmf priictically ‘and tenderly—
‘we shall pre and inf'proportion as we are

‘them, though they may have
falled" to 'uddlerstand the natire and have
missbd ‘the sigiificatice of the symbol itself.
The essontial thing is‘the substande, 'not the
» 3 th&'grace, not the symbol, It is there-
fore the substance chiefly we preach, wherever
A graoé ‘oniefly we love,
ver we find it, " Signs may, However,

'grace; therefore we eXamine and adjust
6, While'the man'‘of' were sigas and ¥ym-
bols 'will be dt oneé ' powerless 'and matrow-

parties; Baptist are most boand by their very
principles to set forth spiritual truths, dhd to
love a .:?irhull' méo. Lot ué be Baptists,)
thon;wnd so' biold that faith ‘as to make it
olear thut we ‘are ‘ther¢in, and thereby, the|
bettér Christians.”

“'This do tn_i'emembmce of me,”
. THE NEW COMMANDMENT,

f* A néﬁ commandment I give nnto you, That ye
love,gRe another; a} 1 have loved you, that ye also
OHN 18 34,

The great evidence of vital religion is love,
and the great command of Jesus is love. He
wishes us to be like himself, He says, * Do
as.L have done. ' Do as'l do. Look at my love,
and imitate it.” Jesus loves all his people,
with a love stronger than death. He Joves
them not for what they are, or for what they

¢ one another,

have.pr for what they do, but independent of!

the whole, And he would have us love one
another; simply because we are his, and for
his sake: ' A ehristian may be poor, illiterate,
undouth, a stranger to all the customs of the
; "in which 1 move, but [ must love him
for all that. He may be compassed with in.
firmities, and have much that is unlovely
about him ; but it [ can discern the graoe of
God in bim, I must love him notwithstand-
ing that, His views of dootrine may differ
from' mine, his views ' cf gospel ordinances
may be ppposite to mine, his cxperience in
many poiuts may be unlike mine; still, i
there is one feature of the likeness of Jesus
about him; & Wust: not only tolerate him, or
bear with him,: bus I must love Aim. Obrist
requires: me. to do #0, - I must distingeish be-
twoen his aud imperfections, and love
the «ond, while L pretest against the other,
- Bat 'wéi do not. come up to the requirement,
unless we-love as Jesus loved ; with & love as
pure, a4 constant, as strang, ' Or; until we see
o li walking exposition of the 18:h chap-
ter of - Pagl's first Epistle to thy Corinthans.
Bpirit: ob the Joving Joesus? desoend ow us,

i

which we h‘ol;?uﬂ’d pretch tbe'éol‘pel. Wei:

oury

. | lon” this ‘ordinanse. In proportion 'ad the|
beligve in the lawfalness of infant baptism »§ ity ‘of ‘man'$ renewal by
may I say that none shiall be o member of|8p
the chiurch, .wi‘:hf hul'#pabéw-' ts, wn+ |
less, besides being mself baptized
thl W RS

a Christian—and the delusions cease, tbe';.
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God's greétings.’ |
¢ From the German )

God greets many a one who never observes,
and many more who never thank 'bim for it.
When, for instanee, his sun wakes ‘thee esrly
to the énjoyment of anbther day of lifc and
health; is is “as if be said tothee * Good
‘mérzing ! :and when, at eventide,’ thine oye
oloses in peaceful slamber, it is ‘because God
hath bid  thee * Good-night ;” and when thou
sittest down to a well-spread board with a
good appetite, it is God’s gift for thy good.

. When, .again,thoun art gnablodgtimol\y to
discover some threatened danger, what is it
but God saying to thee, * Take heed, my
child, and tarn back before it be too late 7"’

, When, on some ecarly summer, worning,
thou | walkest . about amid the blossomin g
flowers, and the singing birds, and thy hegrt
feels light and joytal, is not God saying .to
thee, 1 Welcome, . beartily welcome :to .my
palace garden 77, St
.. And when, all of a sudden, perhapa, with-
out thy knowing how or why, the hears, is
moved to good thoughts and thou beginnest: to
teel sorrow for having done wrong, and a de-
sire to do better, is not thy heavenly Father
mayiug, to theey * ), -grieve not my Holy
Spirit, whieh now stirs within thee 7" .

Or when thou passest by a new-mada grave,
and . a sudden shadder of anxious foreboding
rans cold through thy frame, is not God gr t-
ing thee with the fatherly admonition, * Re-
member now 1hy Creator jn ‘the dayy of thy
youth, 'while the evil days come uot?’ nor'‘the
i'em ‘draw’ nigh in whioch thou shalt sy, I

ave no pleasure in'them ; for thereis néither
wisdom nor devioe in the grave, whither thibu
‘art fast hastening 7" ‘ |

O yes, these are God's greetings, « whetHer
'wé will hear or whether we will forbear.”
But. it we'bail them' not” with 'pléasory in
time; we shall rémember them with vain vegres
in éternity, |

Taking offence in the Clpﬁrch.

- A great mistake is made by mu‘yv chureh
wombers. When ' they receive any injury
from & fellow member or jmagine that they

concjude that the hest remedy is to absent
themselves from the public and social meet-
ings of the church. An article in a late
number of the' National Baptist treats this
subject in the following very sensible style i
This proceeding is wrong, the most wrong
you could take, Come, now, and let us rea-
son tegether, Let me put together, . in the
fewest words possible, some of the pros and
cons, By staying away— -
You violata your duty to God, who
pommands you to * walk orderly” and ngt to
forsake “assembling together” with EHis peo-
ple. " It you are sure you cannot be comfor-
table in that church, ask for a lester and join
another, at once, Baut it you aet as you .de,
you cannot have a letter granted you.
2. You break your covenaut with the
church, Turn to it now, read it prayertully,
and see if you are not in danger of commit-

ting a great wrong,

‘g. Yaou are showing resentment against. the
whole church, for what a foew members, or
perhaps only one, has done,

4. You set at naught the great rule, Matt,
18,  Unless you can freely and tully forgive
those wha have offended you, go and do as
Christ commands, apd begin s boly discipline
with them, or you bring on yourselt His oqn-
demoation. '

5. If you refuse to do this, and still absent
Jyourself, the church must put you under dis-
gipline, = A committee will wait on you, and
you muat then aoct according to Gospel order,
or you will be excluded ; and most %ml,y.
quw lrgad. on your knees, Matt.16; 19, and
1 . .

The 8 who have offended you may be
pillars.io the ¢“ureh. You are getting ap »
pngy..to.duwoy their usefulness; yea, 80 far
A8 JOuR
‘and you will bo responsible before God for o
ithe good you preveat, ~
., Ty Xou are keepin
able btate of mind, snd running an awful risk

A i3 in hs dm ’: ' ,‘ d :
T N e

ol apostasy,

are uojustly- treated by them, they rashly -

influence goes, to destroy the chureh ;.

yourself in a mﬁw'




