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When my.whiry. spinning's-done
And the shades of eve grow deep,
And by the bright hearthstone
The old folk sit asleep ;
My heart-and [ in secret talk, when none can
sée‘me weep.

Ofttimes the driving rain,
And sometimes the silant snow,
Beat on the window-pane,
And mingle sad-and low
With the hopes, and tears, the: smiles and tears,
a-time long, long ago;

‘Till they act the tales they fell,
And a step is on the floor,
- And a voice | once loved well
Says, “ Open me the door.”
Then I turn with a ciill from the mocking wind,
which ‘whispers “ Nevermore I"—

~ To the little whitewashed room,
' In which my days are spent ;
And, journeying toward the tomb,
¥ companions gray and bent,
Whe baply deem their grandchild's life not joy-
« i gus, but content.

-

Ab me ! for the suns not set,
For ihe years not yet begun,
For the days not numbered yet,
And the work that must be done,

Before the desert path is crossed, and the weary
web is spun-!

Like a beacon in the night,
I see my first gray hair;
And I scarce can tell aright
- If it is from age or care, |
For Time glides silent o’er my life, and leaves
- no landmark there. : '

But perchance ’tis for the best,
And I most havdér strive,
I lite is fjtsle blest, _
Their not for life to live,
¥or though a heart tias nought fo take, it may
' ave much to give.’ - .

-

And they-are-old and poor,
And bread is hard to win,
“And a guest isat the door |
ho soon must enter in,
Acd to keep his shadow from their hearth, I
daily toil and spin-

My sorrow is their gain,
And 1'sbow not by a tear
How my éolitude and pain
Have bought their comfort dear,
For the storm which wrecked my life’s best hope
bas left me stranded here.

Bout 1 hear the neighbors say
That the bour glass:runs too tast,
And I kpow that in that glad day,
- When toil and sorrow are ast,
The false and true shall receive their due, and
hearts cease aching at last. '

—Chambers’ Journal.
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Dr. Livingstone and African Mis-
sions.

The ‘evidence of Dr. Livingstone, before
the Select Committee of the House of Conn-

mons, on Western Afriea; which bas just been'

published, is, as migliL. be expeoted, - entirel

contrary to that of Captais Burton as to th{
results  of missions,. .The  subject is of . so
much interest that weo give the questions put
to Dr. Livicgston and his answers as they ap-

pear in the Blue Book without omission or
alteration, , ,
The Dootor was asked whether he thought

it was ble that' an English Governiment
could bmiublished in t!ll?g bo'igbboﬁrhood of
twenty or thirty diferent ‘tribés, ‘asd not in-
:; erg in their quarrels 7 '"His reply was, [
known gencrally make it cléarly nadersiood
that n,bo“; will l{ot interfere in avy of the/nas
tive. quarrels, and. that they will-tot intétfero
. thei protection of the . 8l

looked upon as_part of the

and o4

4

| them,

8. The missionaries whom 1 have | ago, it was believed b
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-What: is your ‘opinion ' generally ' of the
character and infiuence of the'missionaries in
Africa 7<~I eatertain a very high opinion of

Do you allude to any particular parh of Af-.
rica 7--1 know ;b’gm Ig ter in_the interior -of
the Sonth and in Sierra Leose. 4
.. Takiog Sierra, Leone, what should yon sa
bas been the influence of the missionaries.
there 7—1L think that it has bes - very bene-
ficial both to the natives and to the English.
What has it done for the natiyes ?—1In the

trade. ~ Some of them think they qught . not
to attempt the eivilisation of . the WR:P and
others thiok they ought ; but wherever I have
séén & mission established, that mission, pro-
motes civilisition and commesce, Whether the
missionary professes to be anxious to promote
civilisationor not, ~ .7 Fipany
Mr, Baxter: You ‘l‘!‘l,eanliprqmpﬁngc'inﬁh-i
by teaching industrial employment 7—Yes..
The Chairman : The committee have heard
of two systems of missionary work in Africa;
one which adopts education and preaching as
its means of action, and .one, which seems to
have been carried on to a gre'i’{ extent on the
Gold Coast by the Swiss missionaries, and into
which agriculture and' industrial ‘tum
largely enter, , To which system do you ehief-
ly allude 7—One body of missionaries advo-
cates izdustrial pursuits chiefly, but they nev.
er confine themselves to those. The other
professes to be anxious ouly to preach the
Gospel, but their influenge, is directed also to
promote the civilisation of the people,.~— Even
though it is ot conneeted: with the industtial
pursaits 7—KEven though it is not eounected
with any industreal pursuits. . Que. way.in
which they do that is by their-exsmple ; they.
show an example of industry, and in that wa
romote. civilisation without
fndnmitl missionaries; -
Do you believe that the mi ,
ever such a command of the ldc-l"-lm&ugu
a8 to be able to preach -intelligibly to the na:
tives—I know many who speak the langdage
thoroughly—far better than any. natives who
have been born in the mission. .. Mr. Moffats
hus been out there for fifty iyears, and: he
koows it thoroughly ; he has translated all the
Bible into their language ; he knows it better
than sny native-boro on the station, ' '
Mr. Chichester Fortescue : Which of the
native languages are you alluding to 7—The
Sichuana, » ;
The Chairman: The committee have heard
¢t doubts ex with to the in-
g;?noo of the mmﬁuwm Leone|
upon the native character, and we have had
evidence that the natives educated in the mis-
sion schools are generally disliked ; cap you,
account for that prejudice or, that opinion in
any way ?—1It is very common to hear asper-
sions cast. on the character of missionaries;
but I acéount for it in this way': the lives ot
those men geperally are a protest against the
evil conduct, of many of the men who go out|
to trade there. L do not wish to say that there
aré not good men among the traders but a
very large portion of them are worthless, and
the lives of those missionaries are @ sort of
standing protest against the moral conduot ¢f
the tinders. Mr. Moffatt has been lahouring
with great suecess in one tribe for fort -'thréﬁ
years, and he is exceedingly annoyed by sev-
eral of' the traders who bave ‘settled on' the
a[l»:t. and who have atfempted to nullify all
his teachipg, corrupting tﬁé patives by their
conduct. ; ¥4 Ll !
Ls the oharsoter.of the missionaries them..
selves bigh iand weexceptionable #—You find
o few amoug them who are'vot' menof grost
ability ; ‘sowe “of ‘thent' Wivé beén  guilty ‘ot
imiroper condact ; bat take theni 48 a whole,
[ thiok they, ‘deserve a véry high character,
. Should you, say that their, charagter is im-

proving, and, clags of men sent out as
iss higher than ib used-to be P

professing to. be

missionaries
'When the missionaries wore sent forty years

sort of tian 'Who eould’ 'read’

coantry | they “aré | .4
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God puts in atthe winddws 718 (110 2l &

v |spend all my breath in praying. L should

first place, the missionaries always promote)| God has been ver
 otis fot

| because he “ delighteth in. marey.”

!

y | that they pray too much, butthat they. praise
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¥ 0 Y must praise more.
It dtrikes me that we ought to praise more,
as well as pray more. [ do not know how it
is with others, but I know that Lhaye 3 great
deal fof gito bé thankfal, and to praise
God. I feei that it will not do for meto

thus, it is true, acknowledge my dependence
on.God; but, where would be the acknowledg.
ment, of his benefits conferred on/me? I
must spend a part of my breath in praise,

goodness towdrds me in'all itevari-
8 "Md pity, Yorbearance, eare, bounty,
grace, and meroy ; or, to express all in one
word, ¢ God is lov’e,.”, and he has been love to

«I:de'not know why- he should have treated
me so-kindly. I have «souiht, but ean find
no reason ‘out of himself. conelade it is

| I think I
shall be able, without weariness, ' to.spend
eterni'y on the topie.of Divise loveand good-
Shall. we not praise God? Shall all our
devotion consist in prayer? Shall we be al-

ways thinking of our wants, and never of his|h

benefits 2. always dwelling on what remains to
be dove; and never. thinking of what has been
slready done for us? always uttering desire
and never expressing gratitude? expending
all our yoice  in supplication, and none of it
in.song?  Is this the way. 1o treat a beaefac-
tor? ' No! it is not just so to'treat him ; nei-
ther is it wise. ‘It is wery bad policy to
praise no more than. Chrig!ians io general do.

bey would have much  more success in
prayer, if ooe-halt the; time they now spend
1n.it were spent. in praise. I o not mean

too little, I suspect: that the reason why the
Lord did such _great things for the Psalmist

§ itle he was not by any means de:
ficient in prayer, he abounded in Praise. . The
Lord heard his Psalms, and while he sung of
megcy shown, showed him more, Avd.it
would -be just so with us, it we abounded
more in praise and thanksgiving, [t dis-
pleases God that we should be always dwell.

ing,0n our, wants, as it he had pever supplied

one of them, ¢t el e

How do we know that God is, not waiting
for ms to praise bim for a benefit he has al-
ready conferred, before he will conter ou us
that other which we may now be so earnestly
desiring of him?  For one who -effers geru-
ine praise, there may be found ten who pray.
Ten lepers lifted up. their voices together in
the prayer, ‘ Jesus, Master, have mercy on
us ;" bus only. one of the ten “rotarned to
give glory 1o God,” The. rest were satisfied
with the benefit : this one only thought grate.|
fully of the bewefactor:

Praise is altogether the superior exercise
of the two. Prayer may be altogether selfish
in its origin, but praise is ingenuous. Praise
is_the employment of heaven, Angels praise.
The spirits :of the just n:ade perfect praise.
We shall not always pray, but we shall ever
praise. I charge thee; my soul, to praise
him,-and he' will néver let thee want matter
for praise. * « While I live will I praise the
LorS! I will: sing praises unto. my God
while I have any being.”— Dr. Nevins.

The Testimony of Astronomy.

prebend ‘the idea of the
c#énce of God, remémber that (he bigh-
iauacle of kaow! reaghed by the
whole human race, by the combined efforts of
its brightest intelleots, has enabled the astro-
nomer to compute approximately the perturba-
tiou "of tho"'rcnuuijorlda. ‘He 'has pre-
dicted foughly the return”ot ‘hall a 'seore  of
comets, ° But God has obt;ipntgdi't!ie ":‘njgtm_l.1
perturbatiops of millions of suns, and planets,
aod. comets, and :waclds, withous, nember,

s

good to me, . Yes, he has|i

postivty . Of, o futny

of God, look to the admiral adjusiments of
the magnificent retinue of planats and satelll-
tes which sweep around the sun. KEsery
globe has been weighed and poised, every or-
bit has been measured .and bent to its beauti-
fal ‘farm.’ - 2AdL is) dhedgin ;h(tﬁo&qn?&d
by the 'wisdom ' of “God, t%ongh they ' perthit
the rocking to and fro of the system, never
introdwoe: disorder or. Jead to- destruation.
All is pertect and harmonious, and the music
of the spheres that burn angd roll around o
sun, i egboe‘d* by thav of ten miflions of ?65;.’
ing worlds that sing and shine around the
bright suns that reign above, - . ¥ v
ff’, overwhelmed with the grandeur apd’
majésty of the universe of God we are led to,
exclaim with the Hebrew king, “ When [
consider thy heavens, the work of thy fin.
gers, the-moon aud the stars which thoa hast
ordained, what is man that thou art miodfal
of him, or the con of mad, that thoun visshe'atsl
him?* If fearfal that the eye ot God 1 ay,
overlook us in the immensity of his kingdom,
we have only to call to mind that other pas-_
sige, “ Yet thou has made him bat a little
lower than the angels, and hast crowned hina_
with glory dod honor. Thou madest him to
ave dominion over all the works of thy hand 2
thou bast put all things ander his feet.”— O,
M. Miichel, -

s

Frozen to death.

Some years ago a' prominent member of an®
evzngelical church in an inland dity fell into’
conversation' with'a clergyman of his acquain.
tance settled near the seaboard, and urged’
him to come and be their niinister. * We’
like' you, ‘we will' make it ‘pléasant for you,”
and you will have & fine field ‘of usefulnéss,”
The answer was firmly ‘in the negative,’
‘* Bat “wh 1 “speak 80 promptly an

tly
B3 a8 T‘
néetl not spevify ; ‘one would' be e_n‘ou:g&,
even if there were no'dthers, [ am not cu
to you'st 'all.” 'You have 'the ré{m;’itioq of
being among the most intéllcctua congregﬁ’
tions fu our Churoh. ' You have a very large
proportion” of Tiberally.educated men. g{
constaut demand exists, therefore, for a style
of preaching, elaborite, careful, finished and’,
and full 'of ' vigorous thoaght, which it is not'
in my lite to produce. T conld not meet your_
expectations, and hence, if ‘the way werc oth-
erwise open, this would be an insuperable dif~
foalty.™ o
“ Let me' assure you,” was the reply,
* thut you are under a very erroneous imprese
sion. You arg not mistaken as to the character,
of our le. The prevailing type is as you'
deooribop.eopl’rofe&ciongl' meén ‘fboyupnd wi_th’nif
to an unusual degree. But we do not want
learned ' preaching. This is just the error
which the !mrd:g man who i8 about to leavd
us has committed. His discourses are clabo-
rated and polished to the highest degree, and'
and everything else is made to bend to thif
oné thing. ' The vousequence is that we are
frozen todeath. "Our héarts are not touched,
our spirits are not roused. The whole service
is intellectusl, often 'severely so. Now this
i not whiat we need cr desire. Sunday is a
day of rest. We lawyers, ots., are jaded
with bard work fo our secalar employments,
and we do not want 'a new striin put upe

'| our faculties during the hoars of worship,

"It is 'to' be teared that the case hero des-
oribed i8 not pesyliar, that it not dofreqidatly
happens that the intellect is gratified and th
soul starved. - True, no effort can be’
tb be expended upon the work of sétting
divine trgth. - No spoils of literature
precious to be laid uvpon !
Bouscholder brings out of his treasury things
new and old.  But after all, the main thin
in to affeot the heart. It the trath is so pre-
sented thut the teans usurps the place of the

forh
are too
the aitar, The wise

énd, "that the skill of the ip.'eio‘bel: rather thin
in

exvites attention,

. m:m,;m 'of‘ his pregehing & S
through, U410 comoynot approximately,| that“the pulpit' gtterance becomes morg o
ht-xmmo’:t and absolute ‘”ilinn. 'l‘zo*ggl ;og bnmi?:“dbil.iﬂtyt AD & messago fro
uvaiverse is in wotidn, system E::g sbovosys: ) God, ‘the ohﬁ debifh of the é,r(}i'nqnqo is lost!
u.;,,w ’g;'wdvﬁbon nes Aﬂdfo:’l:h foﬁtﬁ"&a‘ :::wh‘ :}y tho vy
bafs,=-dlf majestioplly Sweeping around b:| profoidd ddd original preaching | Bot usually.
di?r’ﬁm‘m deno d’ ,&‘m vaws | th ﬁﬂf’mﬂ'ﬂ-" e arors aro Sater-
Wie end tram the beginniag, and before whase | futbed atid oftée i) dmiration, byt
sl intelligeot beings, wheth, ntel e practl:

er on earth orin heaven shoald bow with hu. |

.m" and hi“”’! big snesw bl T ran o X -poaeg
“Woald* you guin’ ‘sodio "ided of thie wisdone




