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For the Chsistian Messenger.
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.,
By Rev. Cgfm;u' Toeekr, D, D,
CHAPTER V.
LABORS WHILE 'AN "EVANGELISY.
(No. 9) |
In December, 1818, Bro. David Harris first,

and subsequently’ Bro, Theodore S, Harding,
spent a few days in Parrsborough. Their ac-
ceptable labors tetidéd to cheer.and endourage
me in the work of the Lord. Elder Harding

to a new qnd nnexpected buror, tbutl wu;)nd
to see him, there. Witbout ﬂauery, but with
remarkable candor, he replied, ¢ It was not: my
intention to be at your meeting ; but’l came on
| an errand, and thie people ‘crowded iti’'so that 1
could hot ges away. I I could bave helped i,
1 should consider it a great sin to bear you.' |
The' recording of ‘a reminiscence of a marri-
age scene, may‘ mégeot'odmc useful reflections.
| Of course in mch cases NO pames ar¢é mehnoned :
nor is therée ‘Bere. aby probability of the wound-

'|ing of any person’s feelings. This I would*ml&

| diously avoid.

The parents of the bride were very poor-
Accordmg to my recollection they bad not a
chair in their bouse. But rows of benches were
fitted -up with boards, and ‘about thirty guests
were' jnvited and ‘assembled; and’ a' rich ‘and

visited Kive Islands, and’ expressed 'ardch grati- | costly éntertainfient’ was pronded for them.,

* fication at witnessing ‘the good effected there

through my efforts,

Although a considerable nothber of pérsons
bad been baptized by me in Parrsborough aund

vicinity, yet I did not deem. it prudent to organ-

ize any Church. My reason was, because there

did not seem 10 me to be a sufficient number in

any ome locality$ with brethren poseessing the
requisite gifts'and graces, to maintain the public

Thoughtless hilarity abounded ; but the consider-
ation that this needless and hvlsh expenditure
would urquestionably subject the parents and
other children to privation and want during the
approaching winter; filed ‘'me with grief.
Doubtless this was an extraoidinary case ; but
there are many instances in which extravagance
is indulged on such occasions. That a few near
relatives should énjoy an agreéable interview at

worship ot God.  Ii.is manitestly inexpedient to| such a time, appears unexceptionable ; but it is

undertake the building of a house without suita-

obviously imprudent and un_)uehﬁable to collect

ble materials, and a reasonable prospect of its|so great an assembly, and incur 80 much ex-

standing. KEither a failure at firet, or a subse-
quent fall, will be attended with injurious effects.
So the attempt to establish a Christian Church

prematnrely, is likely to be attended with pér-
pi_ious resuits. - Where ‘it proves unsuccessful,

pense, ds will occasion the contracting' of debts
not easily liquidated, the future inconvenience
of the family, or inability to aid in works of be-
neficence.  Indeed, in a small company con:
vened on such an occasion there is usually more

the state of things with regard to religion is|comfort to be enjoyed, with less exposure to

m :ch worse than it otherwise would bave been.

From these considerations—abunidantly attested’
by lamentable facts—1I have always regarded it

as the part of prudenco to exercise’ much cau-

tion with ‘réference to the orgamzmg of a

Charch."

As may ‘be naturally stpposed, the tbonght of
removing from thesé people at the expnntnon of
the time agreed upon, uader existing circum-

trial In my mwivd.

stances, produced a seri
()n mature corsideration, however, the prospect

of usefalness appeared to me greater and brighti fand proceeded to Amberst,

erin the field to which I was invited. More-

over; one-fourth part of my time was to Be

resgrved in which it was my avowed intemtion,
in accordance with their desive, to visit the peo

pl¢’in'this region from. time ito. time. Though
they were desirous of my continuance with

temptation, than in a large assembly. FKurther.|;
more, as a general rule, in proportion to the ex-
tent of invitations to a marriage, is the increase
of the number of those who consider themselves
slighted, and consequently take offence. In
some instances there is manifestly a relorm with
regard to this mstter: Its extensicn is desirable

Having terminated my engagements with the
people in Parrsborough and adjacent places, at
the close of the year 1818 I took, so far as that
was concerned, an aflectionate leave of them,
a part of the con-
templated field of my future labors.

As this No, closes the recital of the events,
which.it basseemed to me expedient to record
that transpired during the time which elapsed
between my ordination, July 17th, 1817, and
my entrance on the discharge of pastoral duties

them, yet it was a -pleasing eondidemm that no| January 1st, 1819,1 would here ackmlodgo

disaffection or complaint arose frommy removal,
I liad endeavored to declare faithfully what ap-

peared to me to be taught in the ipspired Scrip-
tures ; but it had been my aim to observe the
apostoln direetion, “ Speaking the truth in

love’ :

other denominatious ipdicated Fégret” at my de-
parture.

courtésy and kindness, in conversation on the,

subject mutualiy expressed sorrow that they had

not made an earnest effort to retain wy tervices

noticig 4n terms of strong approbation my in’
defatigable attentions to the poor and afflicted,
This reflected credit on these men.

One of these same friends on lundfng me bi»
subscription iowaid my support, gave ule doublw
and remarked that be

the amount subscribed, |
bad intended. te do so from the first; but that
be -wished for others prmcxp;lly to make un my
salary, and designed to give me sometbing esira.

He added, however, tbat be bélieved be had

erred ; for that many people observing the com:

: and many seriously disposed people of

I' wag' credibly informed that two
worthy Magistrates attached to the ’Fpmopal
Church, who bad umlounly treated me with

with deep bumiliation, 'the numerous imperfec
fections that matred my labors in that penod
and, at the same time, gratefully recognize the
condescension  and kindness of the Most High,
who, as 1 bumbly trost; rendered them in some
small'measuie beneficial. To His Name let all
the glory be ascribed !

Por the Christian $22ssenger.

‘‘‘‘‘

‘“No matter wlmt you believe 1"

No matter what you believe, if you are only
conscientious, if you are only sincere! What
is.the difference what religion you believe in, or
what church you: join ? What is the odds,
whether one isa Protestant or.a Catholie ? wheth
er one believes in the Bible or the Koran, Jesus
Christ or Tom Paine, the Chmich of God or
the Church of the Pope? Whether baptism

ordinance of God or. of meb ; that it is for be
lievers in Christ or unbelievers? that it is im-
mersion or sprinkling ? Whether God is the

pantuely small sum get down by him, who vn1 bighest authority, in the universe, or that some }

regarded as a vul‘by man, had graduated their

su ions in sowe measure tecordfng to bis,

as cothpared with their respective abilities.; and
subseqjoently less had been' raised than wonld‘
bayg been, had he signed the whole when the
In this view he
was undoubtedly cerrect. As, however, 1 had

paper was presented to bim.

man is 7 Wbat does it matter what you believe !
and then, Has not the bible said, “ As a man
tlnnketb 80 is he” ?

‘The above is the popular tneolo" of the pra-
sent day. Such, feaching is well pleasing to
Satan—the god of this world—whose object for
nearly 6000 years has beem to dethrowme God,

not enteréd the ‘ministry; weither had I labored| and despoil bis works. Sdch ‘teaching pute the

there, with a view to the acquisition of wealth,
satisfied with the amount: ed.
ecpecu'ﬂ;u the people were generally in quite
limited circumstances, and-they bad furnished
me with food and clothing, and some additional ican be diqnﬂd

1 'l{ ful

means 10 meet future emergences. . Indeed, b
support’ afforded me had far exceeded my nuti

pations at the time of my aqmocou lho work

of preaching the gospel.
Wiiile it "wis gratitying and o%am

mmmmamdwu eal and

Bitle on a par with the vntingl of men ,mb;ecu
'God's_expressed intentions and promises and
mandates, 10 the same criticism that men’s arve
linble. ' It mokes truth a'mere commodity thiat
with at pleuuro. 1t makes
men’s inclinations the standard of pmy for . the
world. It puts the creature in the place of the
Creator: - It saps christianity of its life-blood | in

Acd yet to oppose it is by some termed tymnl
popish, by somé who profess 1o sail in

{iogly, “ Who hath believed our report ?” that is,

“lanity. The Jews had all tbe ‘while befieved

saves men or does not save them ? that it is anféee

| and power. ltowmpupuv totlu‘hry mmﬁ

of others who profess l‘obvlieve tlm the b:ble
is the ‘word of God, and others that it is the
only  rule in the vmﬂd for christian faith and
practice,  We avow  that the theology which
would ‘make every man right; and every man’s
notion true; which would ‘make’ that pliable

4

christianity, is a theclogy unautborized of heaven,
degrading to society and ruinous to men.
What sane man in traneactions merely epecula-
tive and worldly, would for a moment entertain
the ‘notion - that it did not matter what be be-
heved ? Would the merchant about to ship a
cargo to a specified market, baving ebtained

¥or the Chrstign Mc;agu(er.
Our Sabbsaith S¢hools.

By the grace of God we have cone and are
etill doing much in this department of christian

\effort. A large number of the membership in
faculty—conscience, the standard of personal

our Churches, many of whom are burning and
shining lights, have been brovght to this high
position through the instrumentality of the
Sabbath School, and doubtless many who bave

' been! early called from earth’bave attained tq

the higher position of « kings and priests’to
God,to dwell with him forever.” Saved by its

sufficient- evidence that that market .was poor,
believe that his preference for it would insare
hima¢ good return as if he sent to another that
evidence showed to be good ? Would s wan
employ as ap agent, to entrust with his business,
a Jerson whom all that bad employed him, de-
tlared to be treackerous, upon the principle,
that if be chose to believe him to be honest and
faithful, he must necessarily Le so ? Should a
man choose to believe that he was gaining in
trade one dollar per day would that make it so,
when all the facts and figures showed that he
was actually loosing one dollar per day ?

Most men act cautiously in the things of this
world. It is mostly in réligion that men suffer
themselves to be duped ; and call darkness light, °
and folly, wisdom.

I 'know that tome_are mclmed to consider,
this. latitudinarianism, 1o be the fruit of a large
bearted christianity, and are ready to apologize '
for its apparent defects, upon 1he ground that it is
only pushing charity ‘10 an extreme. But this
docmne lies beyond any extreme found pertain-
ing to cbristianity. It is decids dly opposed to
christianity, and christianity never produces
fruit contrary to itself. Besides my own obser-
vation bas satisfied me that this is not the doc-
trine most preached by those most christian ;
that it is not fhe earnest creed of the heart of
those usually preachirg it, but that.it is the key
note fof preselytism. It is a tume sung for
that purpose, knowing its plausibility with ‘the
ignorant and untbinking. There is Jesuitism
in this ¢* love song” !

Surely you would not expect to bear a minis-
ter belonging to'any denomination that had a
published creed, which he bad accepted as the
exponent of his religious convictions, and to the
support and promulgaticn of which he had
pledged his bonour as a man and a christian,
ennnmatmg the sentiment “ that it did not mat-
ter what a man believed.” And wher we hear
one so pledged, thus preach, bave we not full
autbority to consider him- lacking in integrity
and base in motive ?

The Bible very decidedly cotices this subject.
A few of the instances we will present. Jn
Isaiab liii. 1. the prophet asks the Jews reprov-

tke report we bave given of Christ and christi-

something else. They probably believed many
Abings, but whatever else they believed, it was
still in the prophet’s estimation the duty of men
to believe the announcements of inspiration.
In'John viii. 24, Chirist says, “ If ye believe not
that 1 am be, ye shall die in vour ¢ins.”” You
may be very sincere in your notions of the Jewish
religion ; however devoted you may be in your

eflorts. Joy on earth is experienced and richer
: Jms in heaven tbrough the existence of this ind
mtuuon It is very gratifying to kmow that

| ' these efforts and results do still occur. In many

“of our churches faithful servants.of onr Lord

~are found, both male and female, who are

‘praying and toiling inceseantly in the Sabhath
. School.

‘work, the number of the believing | young

Heaven fmiles propitiously npon their

.18 multiplying, their own graces are strengthen-,
ed by these exercires—healthier spirits are theis,

. and angels are joyous at the glorious issue.

| It is to.bc feared, bowever, that our Sabl:atkg
~School labors instead of abounding more and,
" more, are diminishing year by year. Is it not &
fact that cnly a enall part of our ability a8

-churches to engage this great and good work n,
yet employed, and that the most of our talen
thus used is unwisely and awkwardly directed ?

'lhe published statistics of our schools as well
as our own peraonal cbservations appear to con-,
firm this opinion.

1863, 94 schools reported 6199 scholan, 0947 teachm
74 5668 658

j
N

1864
1865 74 “ 6143 ¢« g6l «

f While it is a relief to know ‘that in- these
' tables our Sabbath School work is not all des-
cnbed, yet they guide us to the irresistible con-
“clusion that our efforts are contracting. That!
.instead of maintaining that erlarged and' pro-
gressive position which the increase of our pop-
ulation and church membership demand and to

.whub boly inwrought principles prompt us, we-

are really backing down and giving more ground
to the powers of darkness,

Auvother humbling fact is brought to light by
these retutns. Jn 1864 we hive 620 metbers
of our churches reported in our Sabbath Schools.
In the szme year our membenhnp is reported to
be 15828 in this province. Accordmg to these
statistics we have leds than four per cent of our
church wembers engaged, or if we ¢onsider
these as scholars, and add the 658 teachers re-
ported in the same year, and allow that all these.
are cburch members, we will then' have only .
about 8 per cen$ of membeuhp employed in -
our echools. This. will in a great measure ac- '
count for our want of saccess. Ought not
efflort eo meagre and feeble to cover us with
shame 2nd confusion of face, in the presence of
our self-denying and self sacrificing Saviour ?

While the farmer, the mecbanic, and the pro- .
feesional man are continually making use of im-
proved appliances for the better prosecution of '
their callmg, s0 that every yesr records im- ,
provements in their implements and practice,
many of which are conferring extensive benes
fits in scciety, we, who bave a nobler wark te
perform in the Sabbath School, are found, many
of us, plodding on without the introduction of a

methods of religious worship, bowever zealous | tingle i provement or change.of pyr programme.

you may be in the defence of your religion, it you
lack just this one thing, bowever simple it may
seem (0 you, * faith in we,” ye shail never get
1o beaven, * ye shall die in your sins.”

Iv Romaos x , ipportnnce is attached to cor-
rectly believiog. It is a doctrinal, as well as
 appropriating, faith, that is, insisted upon ; read
the 8, 9 and 10 verses. The evangelist Jobn in
bis ﬁrlt epistle .iv. 1,exhorts us to be cautious
-Mro we place our faith, Not to.believe all

ut try what we beas, that is. b{
bnnguu )t to the LNo—lbe light tha: make
manifests And even that proverb of Solomon |
in the 23rd cbapter and 7th verse, which gets so
violently. bandled by many, is vmlwno on this
subject. , It, teaches thata man's: faith s the
governing element in his character ; that ac
cording lo his faith so is be. 1f bis faith s cor-
rupt 80 is he, Corrupt faith and no faith are
two great evils i in the present age. Both the
¢burch and the world are sufiering . because of
them, “ He that believeth on the Son bath ever. |
lasting life, be that believeth not the Son,

-hllnotm ife ; but the wrath of Godahdclb
on

1 bave hdtopontbmmku.by bav-
heen each the sentinent

ing la a minister
re M’ln nbtm. altboug

" Twenty five years ago the usual opening ex-
vises of the Sabbath School were,a long hymn
of Dr. Watts on Predestination, Election or
Justificatiop by Faith, sung by the old folks, te
the tune of “ Bridgewater,” or some of its coms °
peers, fol:'owed by a long prayer, in all of which
there was little to interest the children, or to -
attract ibeir notice, rave their abominable
length. They were minus adaptation as to

matter, manner and time. It is 3 sad thought
that a quarter of a century has passed away,
without bringing an entire change in this
T@spect,

Many of our. brethren and sisters ave toiling
on in all sincerity, and bearing heavy burdens.
Theee earnest laborers are oftén sad and dis-
couraged at their failures to interest the young
in boly things, = Their earnest enquiry is, “ How
shall we make our Sabbath School more inter-
csting 1’ They see and feel the necessity of a
change in the mode of operation, but are’ hin-
dered frcm infroducing any for want of aid ; and
frequently because of the opposition of those
who look vpon all the changes in aoctet’ as the

subversion of what is good apd gracious: These. .
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