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For tne Christian Messenger.
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.
By Rev, Cnarrks Tuepper, D. D,
CHAPTER V.

LABORS WHILE AN EVANGELIST.
(No. 7))

Finding mysell much exhausted and enfeebled
while devoting my whole time exclusively to
ministerial duties, and these ot a mental nature,
I judged that some physical exercise,: besides
that of travelling, was necessary for the im-
prevement of my health. Time, however, ap-
peared to me too precious to be spent in mere
sportive exercise or recrealion, even with this
object in view, il it could be so employed as to
subserve this purpose and also to eflfect some
other good. 1 was aware that some persons re-
garded it as degrading to the ministerial charac-
ter to engage in manual labor. Doubtless it is
inconsistent with (ke calling of one who is pro-
fessedly devoted to the work of the ministry, to
neglect any part of Lis sacred vocation in order
to acquite wealth by some worldly occupation.
But the attempt to preserve or recover healih
by a moderate share of productive and useful
labor is evidently commendable ; while engaging
in any of the childi-h and carnal diversions that
are congenial (0 the inclinations of the unre-
generate, tends to depreciate the minister in the
estimation of scrious and considerate people.
I am not cware of ever having spent an hour in
any such way since * | bucame a man, and put
away childish things.” With these views—still
retained—1 volunteered wy service to assist
friends, as my strcngth and due regard to oy
appropriate duties permitted, in securing their
bay and grain. This course was found, then
and subsequently, to be conducive to healih.

While laboring in Parrsborough, I dined one
day at the boure of a gentleman where one of
the guests induiged freely in idle and light dis.
coumise, and interspersed it with sarcastic re-
marks, carricaturing a sentiment held by the
Baptists, of whom be knew, | was ene, Regaid-
ing the language of the prophet, * The prudeut
shall keep silence in tbat time, for it is an evil
time,” as applicable to that case, I remained
silent, At lengib ihis jocose guest looked across
the table direcily at me, and accosted me with
the inquiry, * Mr. Tupper, do you believe that
man is an accountable being 9" “ Yes, Sit,”
said I, * I believe that ¢ men shall give an ac-
count in the day of judgment for every idle
word that they shall speak.””” This reply pro-
duced the desired ‘effect j for the carricaturing
ceased, and the tone of the conversation became
improved,

In the latier part of the month of August 1
baptiged five persons in different parts of Parrs.
borough. It was encouraging to be assured that
in Awo of these cases Divine influence lad at.
tended oy fecble efforts, and rendered 1hem
cffectual tn the salvation of the soul.
these persons, to whom reference was formerly
made, baving been under deep concern about
fourteen we nibs, bad occasioned me much anx-
iety ; but the steadfastness of faith, and boldness
in the cause of Chriet, now evinced—and hap-
pily continued— afforded me stiong consolation

One of the five was 2 married woman, who
stated to me rhat she felt diffident about naming
the subject to her husband, In compliance with
ber wish ] spoke tu bim of it. He at once said,
she was at liberty 1o do as she thought right.
He, mereover, 100k ber to the place of meeting,
and accompamied her to the water. As soon,
bowever, as she was baptized, it seemed as if
Satan actually entered into the man. During
the time of religious service be was riding vio-
lently to and fro before the house, like a wad-
man ; and a¢ the close of it he came in, shook
bands with bis wife, Lidding her furewel, and
did pet return 1o the house that night.

Some pesple, without at all considering the
merits of the case,—a wrong of frequent oceur-
rence,—were almoct ready 1o stope me. Many
readily quoted against me that homemade text,
* Cursed is he 1has parteth man and wife." One
Wan, weeting we the next morning, aceosied
We with the remark, * Mr, Tupper,, this i a
dreadiu) thing you bave been doing ™! 1 ro.
Plied, # 1t your wife wished to be baptised, and
and you tell me *she
wasat liberty 10 do as she thought vight,’ would
¥ be wrong to baptize Ler 1 He admitted
Wwould not. + That,’ “ashmx
I bave done.” Wl ooy
8 Baed determination 1o forsake bis Wife and

One of

.

family, avnd to leave the country, When, how.
ever, I ascertained that be was getting some
supplies for them before bis departare, 1 con-
cluded be would not go far, nor remain long
away. Accordingly, when my next visit was
made  to the settlement where he lived, he
travelled several miles to meet me, in order to
take me to his heuse ; and acknuwledged that
be bad done wrong in complying with a’strong
temptation, that suddenly assailed him, from the
evil one.

(It may be added here, that the young man,
noticed in last No. who so strongly resented the
rebuke administered, ere long became reconciled
to me ; as | fid recorded in a subsequent part
of my Diary.) |

On again visiting the people at Little Fork,
I learned with pleasure that some who bad been
strenuously opposed to our sentiments had now
cordially united with us. Bro. David Harris,
whose labors were highly useful in different
localities, had recently baptized 11 persons in
this place, |

In October I spent some days at River Philip
and Westchester. At the former place I bap-
tized 2, and at the latter 4. From the wembers
of the cburch embracing these two settlements,
I received a unanimous and urgent invitation to
take the pastoral chorge at the commencement
of the year 1819. Though not ignorant of the
increased respausibility that would devalve upon
we in the event of my acceding to this request,
yet attachment to the people, the success attend.
ing my labors there, and a knowledge of their
need of pastoral aid, prompted me to regard the
propogal favorably. Own my return te Amherst
a similar invitaiion was presented to me by the
Church there to spend a yortion of the time with
them. TLough 'they were lew in number, and
eviden(ly in a low etate with reference to re-
ligious exercise, yet these considerations seemed
to fornish reasons why 1 should comply with
iheir request, as pastoral labor was obviously
much needed there.

Having evidently derived strength from maa-
ual labor to enable me tc perform more of my
appropriate work, my Diary for October 20th,
1818, contains a recognition of the faver of an
improved state of bedily health, and some
spiritual consolation graciously afforded ; and
records my baving been emgaged in the public
worship of God daily for sixteen days in suc.
cession, preached seventeen sermons, attended

selrmons.
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A wreng use of the Cloth,

Nova Scotisns have generally a becoming

to winis.ers themsslves, as well as to the good
cause they advocate. This principle should be
studiously cultivated by every lover of Zion.
In order to this it should be carefully guarded
from abuse.

None can so well sustain its healthy existence
and none are so capable of abusing it as are
ministers themselves.
abuse, of which we have to complain, is the use
of winisterial bonors for the purpose of trade.
This way be done by any one who may choose
to come down from the neighboring republic,
with the credentials of a minister, to sell books,
pictures, &c. Having this busiuess supplement-
ed, strengthened and prepelled by the tunctions
of his holy office, he is enabled to do a thriving
business, and avoid the hotel expenses of him-
selt, ‘his assistant and haorse.

‘The apology usually made for this practice is
not entircly satisfactory, i. e, “ 1l Kealth.” 1
submit if a man can constantly travel, and
trade, and preach, if be canuot as well perform

to be consulted.
Iiis unpecessary, An honest trade in this
country, if it be properly conducted, will pay,
without being thus supplemented, or in any way
abusing christian hospitality.

Ivis a withering disgrace when the honors of
the minictry are used in pressing a trade so ve-
bemently that an individual is obliged to buy
ageivst bis own judgment, or 10 refuse in terms
that ave not proper to be used to a minister of
the gospel.

It is 10 be desived that those thus engage

wil}

find & better way of suraing a livelibood and
save the religion of Christ from scandal.
‘ Sev,

¢

two conferences, adwinisiered baptism twice,
and the Lord’s SBupper once, and heard two

veneration for Ministers of the gospel. This
certainly is very proper, and of vast importance

One of the methods of

pastoral duties, so far at least as the physical is &

Tt has » jendency
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Resolutions proposed.

DraAR BroTaER,
I send you a copy of the Resolutions proposed
, by me at 1he Convention, but which were with-
-drawn under circumstances beyond my control.
; Lhave only to express my great regret that an

| opportunity was lost, by availing ourselves of

| which ‘we might bave consolidated friendship

and union with our brethren in the United
tates. The resolutions, I am assured, were
acceptable to a majority of the meeting, and
would bave been passed, almost without opposi
tion, had it not been for the interference which
led to their withdrawment. They were care-
fully prepared, so as to avoid the appearance of
partisanship.

Yours truly,

J. M, Cranp.
Acadia College, Aug. 24, 1864.

Wtereas, the objects of this Convention bei-g
chiefly denominarional, the publie declaration of
opinion on pussing events has been but seldom
expressed ;—

And whereas, it may be proper to deviate
from our ordinary course, if vausual occurrences
in the world’s history demand attention, or great
principles require to be solemnly re-affirmed ;—
And whercas the death of the late President
of the United States, and the termination of the
civil war recently ragin: in that country are
events which, considered from a christian ‘point

of view, furnish matter for serious and instruc-
tive reflection ;—

Therefore resolved,—

1. That the assassination of His Excellency
Abrabam Lincoln, late President of the United
States, was an act of cowardice, treachery, and
malice diabolical, which cannot be contewplated
without the greatest abhorrence, nor condemped
in terms too severe ;—a deed, such as savages
perpetrate without exciting surprise, but which,
in countries called christian, indicates that civil-
ization is relapsing into barbarism ;—a melan-
choly illustration of human depravity, in its
lowest depths of degradation :—

2. That in tendering to their brethren of the

United Brates this expression of their sympaihy
on an oucasion 8o calamitous and seyfraught
with mysteriousness, the members of this Con-
vention would at the same ‘time congratulate
them on the happy close of a war which has
Yeen attended by an unprecedented destruction
of human lite, and bas laid on their country a
Lurden of no common magnitude and pres-
sure i—
" 8. That as friends of universal freedom—the
natural hirthrigkt of man—the Baptists of the
Lower Provinces, now assembled in this place
by representation, da declare their hearty satis-
faction and delight at the prospect of the down-
fal of slavery in North America—regarding that
system as essentially unchristian, atrocious, and
demoralising—pregnant with mischief alike to
the oppressor and the oppressed—and totally in-
compatible with the enlightenment of the nine-
teenth eentury, and the high claims of humaniiy
and religion :—

4. That in the present juncture of affairs on
this Co timent it is especially incumbent on all
christian people to supplicate Almighty God ou
behalf’ of rulers and judges, supreme and subor-
dinate, beseeching Llim to ﬁrant them wisdom,
prudence, and impartial and enlarged kindness
—~80 that wrong-doing of every kind may beé
put down—that the interests of all, even the
meanest and lowest in the scale, may be cared
for and secured—and that *righteousness,”
which * exalteth a nation,” may be everywhere
triumphant :—

5. Thatin the judgment ot this Convention
it is the duty of public men, and more particu-
larly ol mmuisters of she gospel and conductors
of the Periodical Press, to cherish and inculcate

brotherly feelings between the inhabitacts ot
the neighbouring ie; and of these British

North Awmerican Provinces—ina.much as it is
evident that the well-being of both dominions
will be promoted in every respect by the main-
tenance of harmony—that distrust and aliena-
tion are unreasonable and injurious—and that a
lasting peace between Gredt Britain and the
United States will enable those countries, by
(3od's blessing, to control the affairs of the na-
tions, and to diffuse throughout the world the
unspeakable benefita of civilization and chris-
tianity (= |

6. That the praiseworthy efforts uow in pro
ress lor the improvement of the emancipated
slaves in the United Siates, whereby, being edu-
cated and instructed, they may be berter quali-
fied to enjoy the privileges and discharge the
duties of their citizenship, deserve the patronage
and liberal npnm of the churches of Chrh:?n
every part of the world.
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Hev. John Sprott te Hev, John
Geddie. "

August, 1865,
To vax Rev. Joaw Geooix,
Your visit to Nova Scotia has been duly

:’m&uwm devominations of Christisns,
and must

 deepen the zeal lor Foreign Msssions.
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. must awaken among ministers their sleeping ener-
igieo, and induce them to gird on all their armor,
|and put forth all their strength in the cavse of
’their Master. We need fire from heaven to
' burn out our corruptions and to impress inte
(our hearts more life and spirit, to fit us'for the
(duties of life. We bave some learned men in
| the denomination, and we gratefully acknow-
ledge ibeir value. But chemistry will not beal
a broken heart. All the sciences will mot
smooth a pillow on our death bed. A
learned ministry is good; but we nced a holy
and a pious ministry. Piety is the mainspring
of success in wministerial labours. When Doctar
Tholock was in Scotland, he complained of a
dead orthodoxy and a low state of relige
ous feeling. Doctor Chalmers says that our
creeds and confessions are effete, and the Bible
is a dead letter. Baptists and Methodists say
that few are being converted. Revivals sel-
dom occur. We cannot ‘deny you the praiwe
of energy, zeal and earnest preaching. Since
you returned you have not amused ysur audi-
ences with the strange sights which you had
seen in foreign lands ; but bave devoted vour time
and talents to promote a warm-hearted christian-
ity among all denominations, and I hopg infused
your fervour and zeal into the bosom of others.
q ln Aneiteum you and your companion mes
with naked savages damcing round a burning
oak, eating raw flcsh and dwelling in ivud huts.
By the blessing ot God on your labours they
have become men and christians, and you say,
that domestic worship is universal among them,
and that is more than can be said of ouy
‘best churches. You bave stamped your charae-
ter on the natives, they have imbibed your spiris
and caught your example. If you do not rank
with the orators of Greece and Rome, your name
way be mentioned in the same breath wiih the
venerable Doctor Cer:y, Baptist winister in
India, Ward, Williams, Moffat, Whitfield, Wes-
ley, and other revered names which blossom
swewt from tue tomb. The conversion of such
men was a great blessing to the world, and they
have given a strong impulse to the church.” }
am old enough to remember when Carey
sailed for India. At thfk time we could scarcely
believe that theie were heathens at home; and
it there were heathens abroad we did not care
for them. War was then he applauded achieve-
went of mankind, Great Britain was a barrack
and the continent of Europe the battle-ground,
and regiment after regiment were sent away (o
the harvest of death. All ranks were forced into
the army. Like Paddy, I was compelled to
volunteer, and go iute a volunteer company,
with Virgil in the one haud and a gun and
bayonet in the other, J was nat in the battle
of Balanahink, fought in June, 1798. But 1}
well remewber hearing the firing of the greas
guns across the Irish Channel. T am the oldess
soldier and the oldest minister in this Province.
All my early companions sleep in death, I
have sometimes thought I might have been
better with them ; yet | am thankful that God
in mercy has spared me, and given me more
time to repent acd reform, and prepare for my
sure ahode.

We have many warm- hearted Christians in
Nova Scotia, among Presbytevians, Methodists,
and Baptists. When I get among them I scarce-
ly know the difference ; they all call wmo father.
It is a beautiful feature of present times that
veligious controversy has nearly ceased among
us. If we are not united in everytbing, we
may be united in all that is essential to a life of
faith and holiness. It is still to be lamented
that there is much unsanctified talent and
wealth among us. - Our people are deeply
worldly-minded. We kegp an open door for
the refuse of all maikets. Men who have loet
fortunes at home come here to make them, and
they are not always scrupulous about the means
they employ. Uunless ministers strike their hear-
ers bard and cut them deep we can make no
impression. Whatever qualifications a minister
may have, be cannot succeed without strong
faith, true spirituality and great earnestness.
Joun Serorr.
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OBITUARY NOTICES.

Deacon CaLgs BHAFFNER
Died at his remdence July 26th, in the 84th year
% |

Bro. 8. united with the Ba
Nictaux, move than ffty years
chosen deacon. While health permi

bis 10 he
08, minltts ad coulrt’ N bretbres

Charch in




