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However, he bad not ex from the hon.
wember for Richmond, and hit.hto--ooueagu.o.m
the government, the same attitude of hogtility
towards the measure tuat had been exhibited
by the hon. leader of the opyosition.
that hon. gentleman held such strong views
on the subject of separate schools, it wou'c have
been quite proper for bim to have moved the
elauses he had just read, in committee, and in
that way endeavor to introduce them into the
bill, ingtead of pursuwing a course which be had
rot expected and which, he regretted exceced-
ingly, that hon. gentleman should bave pursued
in reference to theé measure. The bill could
never be sent to committee of the whole bouse

» —sand the hon. member knew it quite weil—if

the personal dictation ot every gentleman was
compiied with. It should be remembered that
the hon. member for Richmond himselt was a

rty ta the essential yrinciple of the bill, and

e (Dr.’1.) kad no right therefore to expect
that he would bave endeavored to m:ke it a
condition that clauses should be introduced
which he knew the government could not agree to.

Mr. LeVeseonte said that he had voed for
something like this last year.

Hou. Prov. Sec. would not complain if the
hon. member, bholding the views he stated Le
did, had moved any amendment in regard to
any section of the bill when be could most lesit-
imately do so: but whep he endeavored to dic-
tate to the government certain prineiples which
were destructive to the measure, be assumed an
attitude of the most determined bostility that it
was possible for any man to assume. He had
no hesitation in saying that the government
could not consent to the introduction of clauses
into the bill which, every one must frel, would

be destriuctive to the common school system cf

this Province. (Hear, hear, from opjosition
benches) The bill bad infinitely better be
thrown into the fire than that the clauses in
question should be incorporated into it. He
was not going to refer invidiously to the princi.
ples of any one dencmination in this countr

and contrast them with those of any other, but
be had no hesitation in saying that the principle
that demanded that there shall be ro schools
except of a denomipational character was one
that struck at the very foundation of common
school education by which the people can bave
their children educated. The very moment you
laid down the broad platform that the Episcopa-
lian, or the DBaptist, the Methodist, or the

igh in common, you did that which would
uslly sweep away every respectable and
icient school off the face “of the country.—
be district in which the hon. member bimsel
lived occupied a peculiar position. In the town
of Halifax, it would be possible to introduce
that sysiem without striking down our common
schools, but the moment you went into the rural
districts of Nova Scotia and say that it must
become the duty ot every teacher not to give
that instruction which in the common schools of
the country the childien are expected to obtain
—not to teach reading, and wniting, and arith-
meti®} but, as stated by the hon. member, ‘o
endeavour to proselite and pervert to his views
the minds of these entrusted to his charge, the
moment you allowed this you did that which no

entlemen of any denomination could sus:ain
gor a single instant. He did not undervalue the
unpottance of religious education of having the
youth of the country instructed by parties in
whose religious opinions they might have entire
confidence ; but to ask that there shall be no
school that should not be taught by a man who
was not determined to force his own religious
opinions upon the minds of those committed to
his charge would be to attempt 10 establish a
principle for which the country was not prepar-
eduur which would have the effect of leaving
our people without any education at all. In the
exi-ting condition of things in this country any
system of common school education that involy-
ed the introduction of separate schools and pre-
vented all denominations of christians into w hich
our community is divided from co-operating
with eaeh oth.r—which would not allow all
children, irrerpective of sect, to sit side by side,
and learn those branches of education which
are taught in the common and superior schools
of this country,—stiruck at the very foundation
of our school system. Under these circumstan-
oes the government could not consent for a sin-
gle instant to the adoption of a principle which
would be so destructive to the operation not only
of the present bill but of the whole system of
Common School Education.

Mr. LeVesconte said that he could show the
hon. Prov. Sec. who appeared to be rather
warm that these clauses were nothing new, but
that they were in force in the great country to
which the hon. gentlemen was so anxious re-
eently to annex us. Mr. LeVesconte here read
the law in L. Canada on the sul ject of Separate
8chools.

Hon. Pro. Sec. said that the moment these
elauses were introduced into the bill its whole
foundation and support crumbled away. All
the other denominations would demand just as
pertinaciously and withdraw their support from
the measure upless the same concession was
made to them. Therefore the question did not
lie solely between Catholic and Protestant, but
between all the denominations into which our

pﬁh are divided.
r. Tobin said that he was sorry that the
Provincial Secretary felt so strongly upen the
uestion betore the house. The hon. member
or Ricbmond bad introduced the subject with
much moderation and calmness. He liged in a
district w:;re ;g Ii:;pem be was inda :l.i’nority as
respects bis “eligious opinions, and had an
portuvity of ob"qcrvin:p the working of the gﬁ;
introduced last session, which became Jaw. He
felt, as other gentlemen rimilarly situated must
foel, that there was a necessity for such schools
%0 far as the interests of those who were of the

same denomination -u;hiuulf were concerned.
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As regards himself (Mr. T} he was always dis-
posed to do what he believed was, ;Itbg., nd it
the minority in the district to which the bon.
member belonged” had not a sufficiént gusrantee
of protection, it'was the duty of the House to
take that course that was proper on the premi-
ses. He had keard the agwchea delivered dur-
ing this discussion,,and bad been a little aston-
ished at the style of argument pursued. The
Provincial Secretary introdug the ill, ad-
vanced his propositions, and argued in its favor
calinly and deliberately ; but, when the leader
of the Opposition got up and spoke, he opposed
the medasure not upon educaiional groinds—not
with reference to the principles on which educa-
tion should be conducted in this country; but
upon Folitical grcunds entirely, He would like
to call the attention of the house to’ the history
ot educaticn in Europe—in that country where
civilization first reared its head—and ask if such
a bill, as was now on the table, was intredoced
into any State, England, Ireland, Scotland, or
Germany, would it receive any countemance ?
He thought not ; for in those celebraged coun-
tries where popular education was Hrst intro-
duced the rights of minorities and majorities
were always respdeted. But not to German
or any State of Europe, but to the Christian
church were we indebted for the introduction of
elementary education. 1f we traced back the
history of popular education we found that
wherever the Chiistian church was established,
there the common or primary school arose in
conaection with the Christian church, and that
priociple bad beén banded down to us to the
present day. We tound that in 1618 the civil
war broke out in Germany, called the * Thirt
years war” when fathere were torn' from their
families—when the whole country was convulsed
to its very centre—Llut it was only i 1668 and
1635 that two men arose in Germany— Philip J.
Spenser and Augustus Herman Frank. These
two men were destined to shed a new light upon
popular education in Europe through their zeal
and devotion. In what system did they believe ?
Go to Germany, to Bruhl on the left side of the
Rhine, three leagues from Bonn, and you find a
Normal school established for the education of
Catholic teachers. Again, go to Potsdam and
you see a Normal school established for the edu-
cation of Protestant teachers. Go a . to
Berlin, and whatdo you find? The ¢buficil's
ie. instruction tell you that thepdn

have a separate T necessary at limes
to have nﬁxed' schools, but the system is so es.
tablished, and the rights of every denontination
so well understood, that whenever a minority
feel that there is. any suspicion they can immedj-
ately apply to the government for a separate
school, and under the circumstances it is not
surprising that the system works barmoniously.
Examine Canada, and you saw a country split
into two halves. In Lower Canada there is a
Cathclic majority, and in Upper Canada one of
Protestants. In both sections the minorities
were protected by the majorities. Look at the
clause introduced by the hon. member that
evening and you had an idea of the law that
was carried out in Lower Capada. 1In the low-
er section where the immense body of the people
belong to the Catholic church, the rights of the
minorities are protected and recoguized—that
no man could gainsay. No difficulty occurred
whatever in that section in connection with edu-
cation. In many years in Upper Canada some
difficulty bad occurred between Dr. Ryerson
and the Catbolic denomination, until at last,
bowever., a compromise was effected and the
rights of minorities established. These were
things that the house should thoroughly under-
stand.

He could appreciate the difficalty that arose |
in this province in connection with Edueation.
In this province with the exception of Halifax,
the counties ot Inverness, Richmond, and one
or two others the Protestants were in a majori-
ty; and be could understand how difficult it
was in the districts all over the province to pro-
tect the rights of the different denominations
and especially where there were no very large
bodies of Catbolics. 1f the system were so ar-
ranged that where it was necessary the Catho-
lic or Protestant minority could establish a sep-
arate school, the whole would work more bar-
moniously in all its parts. But what did you
sée the other day when the question of Dalhouy-
sie College was up before the Commiitee on
Education. You saw Mr. Grant on one ride
and Dr. Crarap on the other, and the Bishop of
Nova Scotia was also present. Trey spoke of
the denominational colleges, and said that they
should be put on an equality—that the grant to
the one should be the same as that to the other.
Did not Mr. Grant say that there were two dis.
tinct bodies of Presbyterians—tbat it was for
themselves to consider whether there was any
difference in tbeir respeetive doctrines, and that
each bad its hall of divinity. Therefore it
would be seen that difficulties arose at once in
connection with this subject that ought to be
carefully considered ; but the Legislature should
meet them. The first thing that was to be done
was o engage, as far as possible, the kindly co-
operation of clergymen -of all denominations,
and, unless you ?u’l 80, the common school s
tem of this country would never be aucceufn{r

* He bad no personal feeling against Dr. For-} Committee on Bills, and

rester, he believed bim to be a most intelligent
and energetic gentleman ; but at the same time
be diseented from the opivion that the Normal
School should have been at Truro, on
the ground that all the denominations could not
avail themselves ot the adva |
tended to afford them. It must:

obvious to]
any one that a Schoo! at Truro with a clergys:

¥ [fic population of this province.

Ok not go to schoo
el t 8 bt » gaes
sh & mx bt l 'gfk iﬁ . e to!l tes

" All history went to show that whenever 'you
‘attempted to keep out religion ‘from the school,
then 1mmediately the religious, element came
into, contact and defeated it. It was the pro-
vince'df the Christian Minister to see that in
ali the Primary Schools a certdin amount of re.
ligious, instruction was given to- the youth, and
it was useless for us to deny the necessity for
that course. This principle was deeply iocors
rOrated' in oor nature, and must te acknow-
edged—it had ever prevailed, and would pre-
vail till the end of time.

A8 respects the present bill; however, he
would obserye that, in view of the scattered pop-
ulation of this country, and the difficultics
that arose in'connection with the subject before
the house, he would be prepared to suppress his
own. opinions and yield to the matjority, and go
a very great length in order to frame a system
that would give satisfaction to all the denomina-
tions of people in this country. If the majority
deéclared that the bill upon the table, apart from
the vlavses just introduced; was the best that
could be framed to promote.education, be would
be pregared to yield with all respect. But
nevertheless what clamor there was againet the
‘bill'of last session wis not raised by the Catho-
e saw, how-
ever, that a large portion of the Protestant peo-
ple was' opposed to the system of taxation
Shelburne ard Yarmouth had refused altogeth-
er to adopt the biil. Their opposition arose
entirely, he believed, from the taxation princi-
ple embodied in the bill ; but he did not sym-
patbize with such, for he f8lt that if people
wished to have their children educated, they
must contribute. He did not think that any man

Y | could contribute of his wemlth t0 a more ~ laud-

able object than to the education of the children
by whom he may be surrounded. He was quite
prepared to submit bimself to any taxation that
tbe bill imposed, and it appeared to him that
every one should be reasonable, and that no
one should press his opinions bevond their le-
giiimate bounds. He gould not expect in a

country like this where-there are 80 many de-

nominations of Christians that the
every one could be consulted 1n every respect.
At the same time, he thought that every care
should be taken to protect the minorities, wheth-
er Catholic or Protestant. Why was it that
Presbyterians, Methodists, and Baptists did

| together igw.this city., ey

3ld not do so, . Xou mi
a A

All very-hittle diflerence between them, yet
each denomination had its school-bouses. This
principle laid at the basis df human nature and
you could not ignore it. ‘The difficulty must

feelings of

G g

Y | and should be met. All in the house should

combine with the laudable object of framing

such a system as will be generally acceptable.
As far as he was concerned be was quite ready
to do all he could.

On the following day Thursday Mr. Miller jn-
troduced his resolution against Assessment, the

names for and against will be found in our
report {or that day.

Mr. Archibald said that the remarks which
had just failen from Jhe bon. member for Hali.
fax were most creditable to his heart and judg-
ment, although it must be confessed that 1t
would bardly have been supposed from the prem-
wises that bon. Gentleman Jlaid down that he
would bave arrived at such conclusions as he
bad. If such a principle as denominational
schools was allowed in this country, one deno-
wination after another would ask it to be ex-
tended to them, and he therefore heard with
great pleasure the remarks that had fallen from
the hon. Provinciai Secretary on this subject.
The moment you laid down the principle in
respect to Catholics and Profestants, the vari-
ous denominations into which the latter are divi-
ded would not rest content unless the same privi-
leges were granted to them. In a country
where the combined efforts of all denominations
of the people were necessary in order to keep
up education, the moment you allowed separate
schools you struck at the very root of the edu-
cational system. If there was anything that
astonished him it was the remarks that’had fall-
en from the bon. member who introduced the
clauses under consideration. To say that a
schoolmaster ~hould not be satisfied with teach-
ing those branches for which he was ewployed,
but should pervert the minds of the children
committed to his charge, was to suppose that he
would perform that which no conscientious man
would or ought to do. He entirely exonerated
either Catholics or Protestants from the suppo-
sition that they considered that such a course
was at all justifiable on the part of a teacher.

Mr. LeVesconte said that the clauses wbich
be had presented to the house were copied al-
most verbatim from an act which was introduced
by the government of which the hon. member
for Colchester was a member, and alterwards
withdrawn.

Mr. Archibald said that he bad not the hon-
our of being a member of the government in
question.

Mr. Miller spoke at length till about half past
eleven o'clock when the house adjourned,
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| Tuespay, April 4th.
The IToase met in the morning, went into

_ passed several local
bills, and the bill‘relative to the sale of Intoxi-
cating Liquors on the live of Railway ; also the
bill to amend the provincial License Law.
Hon, Pro. Sec. presented. a petition and in-

troduced a bill to change the Ratchford
River to Port Gunvi"g.e R, o giniohle

In the sftertioon session, Hon. Pré. Sec. vead |
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S DowKING STREET, Y8th March, 18655 s
4 Bir,~I have the honor 16 inform you tha
the Secretary of State for : Foreign Aflairy hpg
received from Her Majesry’s  Charge.d” Aflaites
at Washington, a copy of ‘a note from, Mr, Se,
ward expressing the wish of the United St&geg
Goveérnment thot the labors of the Fiibbry
Commigsioner,~established under the Rectpm.
city Treaty of 1854, may be terminated as seon
as possible ; and Lord Russell has conseque
instructed Mr. Howe, the British Commi;giomr*
to report how svon it will'be possible to close the
Commission, | | ’
& 1 bave, &c.,

“Epwarp CARDWELL,
“ Lieutenant Governor

« Sir R. G. McDoxneLL, K. C. B.”

WEDNESDAY, April 5th,

After passing a number of private and loca}
bills. The House went into Committee on thg
School Bill. '
Hoon. Pro. Sec. suggested a c'ause provid

that $75,000 of the provincial graunt be appor-
tioned in the first harf year, and the remainin

$15,000, together with the $60,000 to be raised
by county Assessment, for the second half year,
50 as to obviate any difficulties which might

arise from delay in the collecting the county
rates.

Mr. Archibald moved that where the amount
received from the provine al treasury, and the
amount raised by county Assessment were found

insuficient, voluntary subscription be the only
resort in such cases ; which passed.

Mr. Longley introduced two bills to incor
rate the Baptist Foreign Mission Board and the
N. 8. Baptist Home Missionarv Board.

In the %vening Session the House resumed the
School Bill.

Mr. 8 Campbell moved the re-consideration

the principle of assessment. Lost 15 to 18.
Mr. LeVesconte moved a separate school
clause, giving the minority in any section where
they may be dissatisfied to establish a school of
their own, independent of the trustees, their
teacher to receive a share of the provine

ortion
Hon. Pro-Bee.-said - that belore a5

say that throughout the entire Province there
had not been four cases in which dimcuh?' bad
arisen in connection with the subject. There
was no reason 'why diflerences of cpinion should
not be arranged by the people themselves as
they had been for the last six months. In sec-
tions where this difficulty bad ariser, in many
tases the inbabitants had established a graded
school, employing two teachers, and thereby ef-
leeting a compromise. ~'

Mr. LeVesconte said that he owed it to those
whom be represented to present their greivances
to the House. He was not introducing the
question as one between Catholics and Protes-
tants, but with a view to aflording protection to
minorities.

This was opposed by several members and
afterwards withdrawn, -

The bill then passed as far as the 41st section.

TrurspAY, :April 6th.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane read a report from the
committee on Mines and Minerals. In refer-
ence to the establishment of a museum the
recommended that no action be taken until the
completion of the Provincial Building, except-
ing to collect the'articles at present available,
the cost of such eollection not 10 exceed $360.

After sowe time spent in discussing a question
concerning certain gold digging claimsg, the re-
port of the Committee was adopted.

THE DALHOUSIE COLLEGE QUESTION,

We copy the following report from the Cit'
zen :—

The Report of the Committee on _Education
was then tuken up and a debate ensued on the
principal feature that being the recommenda-
tion, in view of the position of Dalhousie Col-

lege, to increase the grant to the other Colleges
by $400 each, "

Mr. Blanchard said that in voting for the Re-
port he did not wish to be understood as ad-
mitting' that Dalhousie was a Presbyterian Col
lege, or as voting to increase the su port given
to other institutions on the ground that thas
body was in a superior position.

Mr. C. J. Campbell #poke in favour of keep-
ing Dalbousie as & Provincial establishment,~
be said that be would withdraw his support
from it if it became denominational. . o .

Houn. Fin. Sec. that Dalbousie wou'd 1*
as it bad been,—open to all and inviting
co-operation of all denominations. ;
Hon. Mr, 8bannou expressed the hope that
the report be Mmd, as being likely  to effect
an arrapgement would prove equitable and
satisfactory. .

Mr. Donkio said that if ihe claims of other
denominations in this matier were to be
nised he thought their institutions should E
put _on the same footing as Dalbousie. He
would prefer not having the extra sum given

at all to haviog it as a omise of rights
Mr. D. Frn:‘r anppoﬂu ’.30-
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. laymany .. sé! 0 7] Hon. Prov Bes. laid o the table the loflowing

of the@20th clause for the purpose of expanging

remedy, it was customary to ascertain the exis
tence of a disease, be felt bappy to.be able to .
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