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BIBLE LESSONS. 

Sunday, April 23rd, 1865. 

Luxe xvii. 20-37: Christ’s kingdom. 
vii. 1-17: God's covenant with David. 

Recite—MarTHEW iil. 1-4. ’ 

Sunday, April 30th, 1866. 
Luke xviii, 1-13; The importunate widow. The 
Pharisee and the Publican. 2 S8aMuEeL vii. 18-29: 
David's prayer and thanksgiving. 

" Recite~MarTHEW Vii. 7, 8. 

A Story for Old and Young. | 

2 SAMUEL 

5 ¢ Mrs. Ross, may Luther go home with me 
and stay to-night 2’ said little Alice Bell to the 
minister’s wife, who was visiting, with her hos 
band and children, among the members of his 
congregation. | 

be family, of which Alice was the younges', 
made no profession of religion. Mr. Bell was 
a good man in kis way; that is, he was bonest 

p- and kind, but be had pever become a child of 

3 Luther went home with Alice and a pleasant 
romp they had. At last the children’s bed-time 
came. Now Luther had been taught to kreel 
down by his pepa’s knee, and to repeat his 
prayer before going to bed. Bo the artless child, 

the absence ot his parents, walked confident- 
ly up to Mr. Bell an! knelt down, folded his 
little bands, and in a clear voice repeated : 

“ Now I lay me down te sleep, 
1 pray the Lord my soul to keep, 
It | should die before | wake, 
1 pray the Lord wy soul 10 take, 
And this I ask for Jesus’ sake. Amen.” 

So quietly did the child act, that the old man 
was not aware of his intention until saying 
“ Amen.” Ile arose, and going to each, he 
kissed them good night. 

Little Alice stood in childish astonishment, 
wondering what the strange proceeding meant. 
W ben the children were asleep, the family 

sat lon and tboughtfully. Each seemed to be 
ursuiug an _g 

: ength Mm, Be . Abe ‘Silence, 8.2 tear 
0 _sparkicd on ber cheek, saying, * What a sweet 

““Mr. Bell took no part in the conversation 
thus staried, but, leaving the family circle, re- 
tired to bis bed room. 
He passed a resiless night, and to the oft-re- 
ated question of his wite, ** if he was ill?” 

be only replied, * po.” 
Morning came, and while breakfast was being 
epared, the cheerful “ pood worning’ of the 

children, and their playfulness seemed 10 drive 
away the mogular gloom of kind Mr. Bell 
The chairs were placed,%and they sat down to 
break fast. 

; Luther, wondering why they did not have 
worship, looked from one to the other as the) 
bez:n to cat without the * grace,” they always 
bad at howe. Thinking, no doubt, tbat they 
forgot, he turned his eyes to Mr. Bell, and said, 
alwos: in a whisper, * We didn’t pray.” li 
was (00 much. The old man lef: the table. 
Going 10 bis room, he feli upon his knees, be 
wept and prayed. 

Mr. Bell and wost of his family now stand a 
the Lord's table with their neighbors, showing 
how God * out the mouths of babes and suck 
lings bath perfected praise.” Luther did what 
many sermons and exhortations failed to do, 
and now be and Alice may both repeat their 
little prayers by Mr. Bell’ s knee, while, with 

bearii'y the Amen ; and the family altar is erect- 
ed and loved, 

that the tender 

sheep iato the told.— Lutheran Observer. 

Where ure we tv knock ? 
sa)s the Daviour. 
Farber but by we.” 

“ ] am 
* No man 

1 pray acd cry aloud; and David knew. 

en. 

{low must we knock? We must knock in ear 
nest. We caunot kpock too loud. 

and beard my cry.’ 

3000 READING—, A rke 

bis hands upon their heads, he smiles and echoes 

“ Feed my lamba, said Christ, and it may be 
amb may lead the strayibg 

“ KNOCK, AND IT BHALL BE QPENED.”— 
the Door,” 

cometh to the 

When are we to knock? + Evening, and 
morning, and at noon,” says king David, * wii! 

For what are .e knock 1 + Seek ye first the 
kinzdom of God and his righteousness.” Heaven 
in the soul, that is what we want; for heaven 
must first come to us before we can go to heav- | it. 

Good Jacob 
said, * 1 will not let thee go except thou bless 
me ;' and he got a blessing. We must knock 
perseveringly, 100, The Lord does not always 
come immediately. “| waited patiently for the 
Lord,” says David, * and be inclined unto me 

Here is the command, wBoaoek.” Here isthe 
premise, * Ii shall be opened.” — Child's Paper. 

: io visited the late 
Rev Dr. William E. Chauning, snd told him 
that he could mot réconcile the terrible denuncia- 

A Column for Sunday-schoeol 
Teachers. 

orn 

Tae UNCERTAIN SUNDAY-SCHOOL.—It is 
recorded that, once upon a time, a backwcods 
preacher discoursed to his flock: from the text, 
“ A certain man went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho.” He said, « My brithren, take notice 
that this was a certain man. 
vonr unsartin critters that you can’t court on. 
My brithren, he wasn’t no such man as some of 
you are. You are the unsartinest set 1 ever 
preached the Gospel to, you are. The thieves 
wouldn't have troubled you if they were look- 
ing tor certain men.” 

Well might our rustic friend: take his stand 
on the platform of many a Sunday-school in 
town, eity, or country, and utter his blast against 
the * uncertainty’’ of a majority of the werk- 
men before him. Uncertain in aims and pur 
poses ; uncertain as to the ways and means of 
accomplishing what they have; un- 
certain as to what the result will be, or, indeed, 
as to whether there is to be any result or not. 
The wonder is, not that the Sunday-scheol work 
has accomplished so little, but that, with the 
random, ‘aimless, purposeless style of labor too 
often bestowed upon it, it bas accomplished 
anything at all. We find the aimless, uncer 
tain school, into which we look, composed of a 
clever, comfortable set of teachers, and superin- 
tendent to match, who all get along well togeth 
er, think very much’ alike, do nobody any vio- 
lent harm, never make a disturbance, and do not 
put themselves particularly out of the way ro 
perform their full duties as teachers of the 
young. They know that it is right to bavé a 
Sunday-school, and they feel that they are in 
some way doing good by teaching in it. But 
ask them how that good 1s being done, and you 
find that the details of the plan have escaped 
(heir attention, and that they are teaching 
more from force of habit than from stern con- 
victions of duty. The great end of teaching, 
the conversion of the scholars, is not clearly 
and habitually kept .in view. Great success in 
this most important respect is seldom, if ever, 
attained. 
There is a lack of the firm conviction which 

should animate the labors of every teacher, 

Subllming the rebellion of the natu 
against God's lan, T el i 
feebleness, because it is not done with a beliel 
that God will biess it to the ends which teach- 
ing should accomplish. It is very apt to be 
poor teaching. 

There is a want of that close sympathy 
which should exist between teacher and scholar 
The child does not feel that he has in his teach- 
er a friend to whom he may confide his troubles, 
and of whom he may ask advice. When he 
comes to a knotty point in bis lessons, he jomps 
over it, or goes rcund it, rather than a:k the 
teacker 10 make it smooth for him. He loses 
much Biblical knowledge, simply because the 
ulea of) asking for it does not occur to him. 
The teacher loses many an opportun'ty to draw 
out what the child does know, because he and 
the child are comparative strangers to each 
other, and he has not studivd the character of 
the child sufficiently to know how to get at 
bim, 

There is, too, a want of careful cultivation of 
seeds sown and roots planted ; an absence of 
watering the soil, and of plucking out the weeds 
which spring up to choke the word, causing i 
to become uniruittal. The good gardener 
knows his soil, every inch of it, and caretully 
watches each stage of growth of the plants and 
flowers on which he spends bis labours. The 
aimless teacher takes a great deal for gramed 
about soil, cultivation, and harvest; wo often 
resigning the latter to the Lord so entirely as 
10 have little or no care as to whether there 
will te a harvest at all. 
Aud there iv a fearful absence of diligent and 

prayerful study of the Word of God. Too ofs 
ten teachers themselves are miserably ignorant 
about the Bible. They teach the children, in 
an imperfect sort of way, lessons from isolated 

the way to sehool. 
to very little. 

unportant business on earth. 

arg not fic to be rus'ed with such a work. 1 

you had stop teaching. But do net 

in particular troubles 
New Testament, he 

bave nothing more 10 say." 

Man prays, and so confesses b 
and bel and sin. Prayer 

tions in the twenty-third chapter of Matthew 
with the meekness and compassion of the Ss. | youthful heart ; with 
viour. * Let us kpow,” said the Doctor, * what | 

you ;”" and taking up the 
an to read the passages 

with the sweet solemnity of his voice. He bad 
pot rainy far, before bis critic said, “Ab, if 2 
the Saviour denounced jp a tone like that, I 

“dopendenss 
is 

may do much better, 

pectations. 
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He wasn’t none of | 47 Address delivered by Rev. W. G. Goudyen, 

of 

Gorvespondence. 
NN 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Our Sabbath Schools, 

lo the Baptist Sabbath School Conventi 
Yarmouth County, held at Deerfield; on Match 
15th, 1865. And published by request of the 
Convention. 

(Coneluded.) 

Sabbath School teacher must not be a dwarf in 

With piety we associate: 2nd Knowledge, 
Knowledge is exceedingly necessary in the of. 
ficers and teachers of a Sabbath School. We 
would not have knowledge without piety, but 
piety without knowledge, cannot do much. The 

that instruct in the weighty matters of the law 
and gospel, but light reading, tales of ro. 
mance, that are flooding society. Not that light 
reading only which is issued by those who pro. 
fess no friendshyp for christianity. But our 

religious society is lik2 a sea, sailed by ships, 
registered at religious ports, and chartered by 
religious compacts, having all their papers made 

out in christianity’s name, and carrying full 
cargoes, that very largely consist of romantic 
and fictitious works, that are stored in every 

community and Sabbath School in our land. 
What are many of our Sabbath School Libraries 
but collections of this stock ? and of what rea} 
value are they to piety and truth? They be. 
witch the mind, but dont elevate it; they fasci- 
nate but don’t establish ; they occupy but don’t 
purify ; they amuse but cannot inform. So far 

the knowledge of scripture truth. Piety—intel- 

that the Word ot God, taught lovingl : 
4 truthfully, is mighty and eflectnal as the/means¥ Br train_of thought. At of ral bears |" 

ling i§ done in| 

passages, without takibg the trouble to study 
ibe connection of these passages with the rest 
of the Sacred Word. Too otten the instruction 
courists in askiug the hungry questions in the 
* Question Book" on a lerson which has not 
been studied, but only hastily thought of on 

Such instruction amounts 
A child ot ordinary intelligence 

18 smart enough to see throught it, and despise 

Friend and neighbor of the uncertain Sun- 
day school! Aiwless and unsatistactory teach. 
er! please not to be discouraged. Neither be 
angry at what is plainly told you, The vduca- 
tion of a soul for God ws the wost solemn and 

It is not to be 
trifled with. lc is not to be performed as you 
perform a piece of work for which you cary 
nothing, lf you bave been trifling, you must 
reform. If you ingnd so continue trifling, you 

you are constitutionally incompetent to teach, 

till you have made an honest effort in the right 
direction. Try in God's strength, and you 

Aim directly ‘at the 
patience aud prayer fol- 

ow the work frem its very beginning, and 
God wll lead it on to a completion which will 
astonish and gratify you beyond all your ex- 

ligent piety is demanded for this service. The 
person who does apt correctly understand a mat- 
ter, cannot correctly teach it to another. The 
effects of ignorance are no where more serious 
and lapmientable than in religion. 
Add to piety and knowledge : 3rd An ability 

to communicate. And you have, we think the 
important qualifications in the efficiency of a 
Sabbath Bchool teacher. An aptitude to rea- 
son, to illustrate, to make the lesson plain ; to 
present it in all its connections, bearings and 
relations, and impressively present it to the 
youthful mind, is a quality exceedingly neces 

sary and desirable. As respects these qualifica. 
tions where shall we find them in a more eminent 
degree than in the Sabbath School. The best 
of the christian community are usually connect 
ed with it. Not that icy, misnamed bantling of 

bereditary and traditional birth, called piety— 
that clings for its life to usages and customs 
that were produced by ignorance, and stero- 

typed by prejudice ; that does more reverence 
man than to God, at the audacity of which, 

devil blushes, but nevepsg 

and is constantly making wider the channel 
through which it flows. by the earnest loving 
manner of its movement. This is piety heaven. 
ly in its origip and pature. Ir secks not to live 
alone, but is constantly attracting new objects to 
itself, 

The fact that the best of the christian com- 
munity is connected with the 8. 8. proves that 
if we bave not all the efficiency desireable, we 
have all that the present state of society affords. 
We pass to enquire : 

4. HAVE WE ALL THE EFFICIENCY IN OUR 
SABBATH SCHOOLS POSSIBLE FOR US TO 
HAVE? AND ARE WE SECURING TO 
OUR YOUTH THE ADVANTAGKS 

CONTEMPLATED ? 

The Sabbath School is termed by some the 
nursery of the church, ‘and it is admitted by 
both naturalists and divines, that early training 
influences, more or less, the future character 
and habits. So we may form some idea of the 
efficiency of Sabbath Schools, by cousidering 
the case of those who upon a profession of re- 
ligion come into our churches from the 8. 8, 
What is their ordinang attachment to the spirit, 
the doctiines, and the ritual of the gospel ? By 
what love for the truth of the Kingdom of 
Christ are they distinguiched from the world 
of mankind, or from the religionist who are 
antagonistic to us in religious eonviction and 

observances? Alas! Alas! There is lamentable 
deficiency on these points. Very many of them 
seemingly neither know nor care much about 
these things. Their addition to ‘he church is no 
realstrength to it, neither in devotion or know- 

ledge. Their connection with it is scarcely no. 
ticeable at social meetings, nor in any position 
where christian steadfastness, intelligence and 
piety are eminently required. We fear that 

ble reason for the hope they cherish; and the 
faith they espouse. , 

True there are honourable exceptions, we 
‘rust, to this statement, both as respects local 

ligious education of our youth. In too many 
cases those who have atrained the age of mah. 

not a few would be unable to give an intelligi. 

ties and individnals, but the general aspect of 
affairs cogvinces us of a sad defect in the re. 

as it is our business to amuse the children they 
may be ot service. But so far as it is our duty 
to purify, to elevate, to inform, to establish, they 
are ol but little use. 

turally fond of toys and rattles, and whom we 
think it right to alfow their childish amusement, 
are not the only class excessively fond of this 
weak food, but even persons older than they, 

members of christian society. And it is not 
that they occasionally look over a work of this 
kind, merely as a relaxation frem more onerous 
engagements. 
suffer by it. 
tion, is, that the young members of our ¢hurches 
and older members of our Sabbath School, with 

The children who are na- 

If it were, no interest would 

But our fear, arising from observa- 

but a few noble exceptions make this the sum 

and substance -of their reading. Hence their 

piety is not intelligent. “Their knowRdge of 
the bible is vague and limited. For their read- 
ing is a mere pastime, an idle exercise, rather 
than a crusade for wisdom ; an earnést desire to 
increase in knowledge, that they may increase 
in usefulness and bappiness, F 
persons our staff of Sabbath Sch 

ones 

From this class of 

gl teachers i 
» 

8. 8. Libraries are annually 1eplenis | 
viously there is deficiency in the religious train. 
ing of our youth. None will attempt to ignore 
the fact, that the home training is rob what is 
should be, And we are constrained 1v believe, 

that our public instruction is not as thorough 
and efficient as it ought to be. We are not se- 
curing to our youth the advantages they need. 
We have ail the organization, and order, and 

method, and expense, and time, and action that 

are pecessary to constitu'e an efficient school 

But after all there is evidently a lack. We 
seem to accomplish but little. lt is often said 
that our youth have greater advantages in this 
direction than their Jathers had, and yet the 
tact is, the old have in many instances more 
bible knowledge than the young. 

We will not, bowever, write * Ichabod” upon 

our Sabbath Schools, Qur object is 1.0t to des- 

troy, but to reform. We would not aunul, bus 

elevate, We believe the “Sabbath School is 
capable of being improved. But it is always 

neces<ary in o.der 10 reform to be conscious of 
its necessity. We are conscious that in moral 
power, the SBabbath School is not what it should 
be. That the instruction thers given is too ine 
denite and too scanty, and that as a vursery 
of the church it does not furnish the vigorous, 
beauteous, fruitiul and ornamental trees that it 
ought. What then are the remedies we pres 
pose. We will now note them ; 

5. THE REMLDIKS. 
The teachers should qualify themselves for the 

work. And at the outset the teacher most be 
couscious of the magnitude of the work. Un- 
less he bold the work in bigh estimation be will 
wot seck a very high grade of qualification ; for 
lofty conceptions only are accompanied wah 
lofty «forts. While slothful efforts are the meas 
sure of groveling ideas, the teacher havin 
obtained a noble conviction of the grandeur of 
the work will seek the corresponding qualifics- 
tion. This we gonclude way be secured by, 

1st. Making the bible a coasrant study, Using 
suchguthentichted hzlp as throws light upon any 
particular passages that seem obscure, Come 
mentaries | value in most instances more for 

f 

ligions attachments and 

social compact, 

Home.—A child, speaking of his home to 

Looking with loving e 
plied, * Where mother is I" Was ever a 

at his 7 o her, he re- | 
question 

Do they give the bible a 

We will not say they do not read, for much 
money is annually expended to supply them "ye 

ond, was seed,  Whert 16 your Noir | ih baths. ; Jul. ma sok, gos. ops « Re of ANT Je Ma 
Free selection of books? Is it the staple of stadied it mneh. The study of (he bile is presiness a the path more truthfully, besutitully, or touch ang. their religions reading ? We: are constrained first means we propose to promote God made, on which man travels back to ny wered ? nly | to answer, No. Neither the’ bible, nor books would not say reject young persons from 

hood anil womanhood, apparently care bat little | theirwuggestions than exposition, Many of the 
to inform themselves, or be informed, on ques- published Notes on the Beriptures ave like fiiends 
tions of religious moment and interest, Their 
prolession is evidently more the product of cir- 
cumstances, tham intelligent conviction. The 
Bible has less influence over them in their re- 

preferences than the 

that are witk you in prosperity, but in your ad- 
versity forsake you. They profiler help to you 
on scripture, where you do not wuch need it, 
but when you do need *help they ard minus. 
The bible very largely explains itself, The 

and the more am I attached to it. 1 have heard 
some persons boast of the number of times 

J 
" ¥ 

i 

bed. ~ Ob 

wore 1 study it, the more em I convinced of this, 
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