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Biblical Seki | s 

“BY 7. BASTOW. 

What is Biblical pr 

quotations ‘merely. kt «is! hot. 8 
philosephy, or even scientific theology. I do 
not mean to say that it is mot these in the| manit 
forms. in which they dome to us from the|last trump shall sound it never can. Though | quoting his words.  Qur discourses then: be: 

given thousands of years ago or men differing | cote our oredentials; 
nugatory ; but it is not these as'they are fre-| widel 
the ehais of the professor, for that would be 

pulpit... 

‘the high priest of religion to explain: its phil-| t 

nonnce to the world his revelation. 
proclaim God's thoughits on ‘God's authority. 

ot Bible truths in ‘the Bible mode. 
all doctrines, all duties, all experiences, and| religious nature. 
all prospects from a Bible stand-point, 

branches of stady. 
literature to 'bim, From 'it'he derives 
whole’ of his religion, all of his 
what is call 

18 study, its explanation, its ap 
its' defence, * He is its ‘earthly guai 
interpreter. * It isa book Hull, of 

the great battles of his life, here, and here 
ouly, ‘are to be found the weapons of his |that we should proclaim Bible traths—they 

As ail poientific men first collect | must be set forty in the scriptural mode, jal 
on{ Much always and in everything depends upon || 

mane 
he facts front mature, and’ iben the 
rity so * all religions “do and exhort 
tions must derive their form and vitality from 
the Word of God. 

Logis, scieice, philosophy, and theology 
have their place ii préacking, but only so 
far ag they help to explain ‘an ‘illustrate the 
Soriptares; To set forth the sublime truths 
of revelation in all théir breadth, fulness, life, 
and authority, must be ‘the canstant and su. 
preme; aim of every minister of ihe gospel. 
And whatever will assist in accomplishing this} 
object should be pressed into the service. 
There js no better pie to, which anything can 
be put. And certainly there is rl that 
may not here be laid under tribute, Bat the 
Hible must be the centre : Irom it everything 
must start, and to it everything must point. 
Why , should . we attempt to lasten more 

than Bible truths upon the minds aud hearts. 
of our hearers. There is enough bere for all 
ministerial purposes, They aloe. ean giv 
life to, the dead, comfars to the sorrowing, a 
direction to the wandering. ‘They never fail, 
when properly applied; to produce sublime 
spiritual results ; and nothing elsa ever suc- 

. ogeds,- Besides, there isa wach | in the Bi. 

ble as the mass of;our augditgrs; can well re. 
tain, We should cram esis ye it = 

wade the, writings of the fathers, the creeds 
of: the: chuyeh,, or anything /more than the; 
Bible, essential to the christian life; Hence 
the, reformers very wisely made the lids off 
the Bible the boundary lines which seperated | cane, 
all pot religious vital truth from all other 
truth, | They saw what blasting effects, had 
8p trom the introduction of any thing 
pew | Scriptures as the foundation upon 
which the Shedd should rest; or aé the food’ 

upon whieh it must live. 'The Roman Catho- 
lies ‘bud windé w da sttéipt to improve 

"the pattern of e Shieh: 

pi An Shans vile insult to Infinite 
Wis They bad supplemented God's de- 
clarajion with the, traditions. of.men, and 80 
they ded to: themeel ves the plagues of the 

“The burs was rode ‘60 its’ original 
drity, wer, when i 

yi © ud a 

which God had] 
‘them in an revlon, they | al thus g 

Bh 

ver : its BT sail wife: the 

t the transient. fiterature; of sermons, or the 

with it, is as ridicul 

The Bible is not an oheslete Soi Hae | 

. This constant, universal adaptation | ing 

swell their breasts, 
iyersal and 

eutedy for -allearth’s 

Fd JEN 

ii 
But" Biblical preaching requires not_on | 

the mapner. We need. not be slavish. imita. 
tors. There is room left for the play of the 
idiosyncrasies of each individual preacher. - kt 
would: be wholly foreign to the spirit’ of the 
Bible not fully to vr. this liberty. How 
widel diffrent are the compositions of David 
and Thaiah, Matthew and John, Peter and 
Paul. A difference in the state of the givilis 
zation of «the persons addressed will also de- 
wand a difference in the style of-addressi 
them. The costume of the Pentateuch 
the Epistle to” the Romans, even where the 
ends proposed dre the same, are as diverse as 
are the garments of the Chinese and . the 
Freoch. They were intended for ages far 
apart, and for men whose mental aptitudes. 
were widely different. But while these chang- 
ing states in speakers and hearers nscessitate 
an _ever-varying style in our discourse, it must 
not be. forgotten that what changes in mso, 
his circumstances dnd needs, is swall indeed | 
compared with that which never chat 
There is nothing that presents more stiitigly 
diverse appearances than the human coupte- 
pance, and yet io its general aad most essen- 
tial modes of pressing religions truth to man’s 
spiritual nature never altar, ' And therefore 
what Chrysostom and Augustibe said respect- 
jog the ary of preaching is as valuable and 
and Flies bow as in any “age of the 
¢hur 
‘The French, English, "Sootch, and, Ameri, 

have.esch very marked vational Same pte 
seristics, but Vinet’s ;Homiletics.are useful 
equally to them all. Aud so all'truly evan<| bh 
gelical literature, let it be p where 
and by who it may, is ddaptdd to all Chr 

SO great i — vis ddabtfal, requiring all" the power 
Beligimes, finer himselt bas’ already purifieds: SAID the {of logic to separate Surat, X 

literature of the:chureh, whether. in the form {But with such heartiness, such, depth of ex- 
perience and conviction ‘that our utterances 

| more: permanent literature of érdeds, | not { will be felt to'bo as immutable as the laws of 
springing oaturally cout. of the Bible, and {he material yoiverse. Nothi 
fully in: harmony 

? It:is wot out of place as would be a chapter foal win} 
that sermonising wink on wade up'of Bible| gy in the gory» heart: of an'astrotom 

birth to simple bat sublime chtistian faith. 
“Tn doing 

trea. saturati gir sérmods With Biblical phrase- 
ulation, | tise. + Yology 

Boe. to our hearers that. we are God's mes. 
y has not outlived it yet, and till the | semgers, his ambassadors, as 

: y from us; it nieets out wants as: per |éndeats the Bible to the hearts of ‘the people 
quently set forth-in the ministrations of the|fectly as theirs. It was: designed for the #hd fastens ith traths pon their memories. 

The preacher stands not as the high'| whole raceiin all times. Never did the! iufis |, 
“priest of nature to interpret her laws—not a8 nite wisdom of Jehovah show itself more gor: |] 

ectly in the adaptation of means to mi end 
osophy—but as the ambassador of God to av- | than in scriptural revelations. = His words are | book can we find such beauty, combined with | M 

He is to| as fresh now as if they were uttered but yes« | simplicity—euch depth ‘and fulvess of mean- 
terda 

Biblieal, preaching, then; is ‘the réproduetion | of the. Bible arises from the fact that-humso< 
It views] ity is always abd everywhere reproduding’its 

The substantial elementsin | 
society are always the same. Men: may take to the minister himself over every other kind 

he obligations of the minister-to tho Bible|on an entless variety of outward ap 
far transcend those which he owes to all other —they may live'under many forms of civilid 

etrati rib. Ad, Love with such 
fr pi ; 

pearances | of‘sermonizing. 
tral. kt raises the value of ‘everything he 

Iv in the' eentre ot all] zation, but in every age and vation they have touches, aud renders all his a 
¢| the same evil passions to ‘combat, thie same 

power. Even oppressive sorrow. to bear, ‘sod; the ssme’ 
ed patural is here revealed religion, irrepressible longings 

tor the Bible bas incorporated and vivified: it.| But the Biple ever funishes a. 
When he. is called of God, therefore, to. his| unfailing r 
great work, his whole energies are pledged to| nothing ¢lse ever did or “Ms That. game 

plication, and ackbel wilh produced such a mighty. moral 

able.’ Te ag ed rushly elevates the standard of {some of 
| wy, . 

leads him to view. everything: from God's 
And | 8% 

t aid | transformation. in E phesus, Corinth, and. A 
xt, on! Rome, nearly two Ao years ago 18 DOW | 

which be should found ‘every discourse, and producing similar results throughout all Chris- |) 
of tests with which to try all its parte. Io |tendom, WN B ; 

the logic of the preacher. 

preaching and it is bt this, test rs ever 
pulpit effort. should be. tried, wan re 
1a philosophy can never change the heart or 

form of’ 

system, i 

structive ; and, that, should aay dif irene of 
opinion exist, it would not. lead to anything 
unpleasant or reprehensible, . The disputants 
being christian gentlemen might be consider. 
ed a sufficient guarantee tnt would neither 
degrade their subject nor forget themselves 
but write with a proper regard to the di 
nity of both, No one, who has follower 
the discussion . in the present _ instance 
think shat the writ ars engaged in it are to be 
commended for success in this particular, kt ig 
not my intention, nor my : place, ta adjudicate 
between them and pronounce which has 
the first or chief ds In fact, I refer 
to them at all, only 2s a timely illustration gf 
an. evil to whioh for sometime I ba 

Nor need we fear that by interweaving oil been desirous to. call attention, namely, & 
e language our, discourses will lose any manner in which discussions are sometimes 

their. literary: excellence. In no other conducted by correspondenis of the Christian, 

Tom the false— 

ng else oah give 

“tis, we need not be afraid of 

0, no other way can. we so well dis- 

by constantly 

This honors God—it 

essenger. 
Whatever is published in the pages of your 

paper is read by thousands of persons and, 
therefore, aoonrding, to. its natare, is adapt 
to do mush good or evil. ; Writing i is a tal« 
ent for fhe loymcat 0 which its 
is responsible i your: paper affords an, ud 
portuai Ws for its being used to much advan. 
tage. Tha purposes 4 waich both the cilonk 
and the opportunity are quests devoted 

your correspon dents; appear 
‘him necessarily in daily [to be of little benefit to us and less 3 5 

eavenly. truth, which | them. 
Not a tew of these. gentry 

phepsiens, They are: re ly at. a moment's 
notice, and: nobody's. invitation to poana, 

ign-| upon any ill-advised wight who may: publish, 
tidw’s depravity, aid the inexeusableness | his opinion upon any earthly of heavenly 

[those who till death reject the offers of |ject. Their seal is only to be deg 
if roy—doctrines which many would utterly their assurrance,  JLhey evidently feel at 

$0. hear, were they me omled ods they have a special gift, 
o%ar at: “ Pr 

declarations of God can Srv | | a pA ee oma corny . ( 
aud we shall teach them best by qude and that their Voentioft ik to + cut up” those 

bis words. whom they fay game, although offén 

themselves. Oas result is that your columns, 
are at such times burdened with discussions, 
which should never have been commenced, bus; 
‘which seem as if they would never come: te 
an end. To how many suchcould I point, abd+ 
it ‘is only my desire not:to be ‘personal that’ 
binders me, and chatlengs wny ‘one fo show’ 
a good reason for the controversy, or a useful, 
purpose . promoted by it. To how many, 
could I refer as redolent not of christian, 
spirit-and love-of the: trath hut of vanity sad. 
retaliation ! ln some instances a yet more uf 
{ensive charaeteristic has been prominent, that’ 
of ‘downtight cant. The ng inary whith 
speaking of each other as, dear brethren’ 
aod using much pious phraseology were ovis, 
dently trying to say the bitterast things they , 
could, of each other and had entirely lost sight. 
of the ofily important point -at issue in their » 
ardourto gain a worthless trigmph over ‘aa’ 

ing id ‘the #diide parrowness of compasa—siich | 

cheering lasiops., | 
Biblical dks 2.5 i many advantages. to 

kt ‘makes all his stadies cen- 

A prs Bry 

mwunion with pn 
are ex 

drpoint.. -1t aflords him; too, an opportu- 
ity of preaching the ‘most wnweloome and 
palsive doetrines-—sudh as God's soverei 

life. Moral essays ‘will, in evéry instance, 
bo ss fruitless ‘as was the early ministry ot 
Chalmers. * Seientifis theology may have the 

dliness ; but, ois fe perfect: the 
is absolutely destitute of its power, 

| And politics, exeept very sparingly intro- 
duced, and that too with rare skill, will lower 
the digaity of the pulpit and the piety of our 
hearers. It will break ‘the blessed bond 
which ‘binds together christian hearts, and 
eréaté’ burning partisan prejudices. But the 
Word of God is quick ‘and jones, sharper 
than any two edged sword. It is a sword 
wielded” by’ Toflsite wisdom and By an Omaip- 
otent'arnr. Tt addresses itself direct]y to the 
religious ature of ‘man, sod ban neither be 
evaded dor resistéd. ' Ithus too what nothing 

| else ‘tid, ‘the of Jehovah of 4 hever-|oppotient. Ia consequense of hetuif award of’ 
failing ‘efficacy. <M! ‘word shall not retusa | of 81! this, some of the best minds amoag 48’ 
tito Ving hold) Tug idistér's”. shostant | Me have became chary, of sending commas) 

vications, peeing that they do not wish to be, 
involved in discussions that can serve no wed 
ful purpose, bring no -hotior; and leave only 
anpleassnt wemories. 'Henove you may have 
been deprived of: valuable belp and your ré-" 
ders of interesting and profitable iklotea H os 
substitute being, by Lr gd of yours, 
kind, of literary i those pugnacions 
gentry furnish.  Impudence will sometimes . 

busbe, then, 8 t0 preach the word, to hold 
forth themessage of eteraal life, 
The oro 18 the king of all books. It is 

the book amongst books, as . Christ, was the 
wan amongst men. | To! this position: it is ful 
ly ‘entitled by: the infinite superiority of ‘its 
Serbo, ‘and’ by “the intrinsic excellence and 
mitral power’ of its contents. ~ It is the’ 

ormer in Bama society. It origi 
tes, di | the. mightiest changes in | reach the sublime. 1 think it has done so whea | 

2 fo i ov e isbn shpoges fn a person occupies three or four columns pe 

ppt ud ie control. The most cruel! rm wt paper; intended for the Sabbath day” 
{ and tyrkpnieal fulfil its prophecies.’ Aud it| reading of séveral thousands families, with’ 

teblom in all time, To ite christian world’ 

grow old, - 
In a similiar manner, we shiall acre; outs 

row Or even improve the Bible method 
of pressing ome God's trath ajod the hearts 
and cooscienides of Joos, loa a pe- 
puliar sense it is. “biodi n all to y 
Bible mazners as es Lpaghdl ao 
truths, We ust, ike, it, 4 tag 
ractical, and yet profoundly: spititual;| 
errific: as the unders of ra tl gos 

| tender rp touchia es the 
| Liord st * Geéihsétmane’ dnd” Calvary 

ble, and the, oye 1 
+The Hable dup dom of ul, wa be 

edt us; any 
t is finished, a ‘ehold it is rr gl Mo re Coe 

bemaiviialsdiobioel write ‘ad 
berald it to the world—no refiner need sit ong speak as though what was ut. | treated 

Fe Sa 

Ah i Siri ny 9%. SR 

Yolee. pa 

appeal 10 quén’s: ising igen their.con~ 

sach men as Luther and Unlrin. ¢ can mover of the 

Joh,’ not ‘even Wodkoblhiiog e appre: {rin So r 

will ‘continue to beso until all the inkabitants 
lobe are permanently rdised to‘its|s 

ot and sublime standard. 

Wk quibbles and ‘poor attempts at wit, 
and repartee. 

It is pou controversy to. which, I am Obes 
jeoting— ¢kat may often be highly béreficial | 
ts wed aa absolutely neécessary—but I'am 
condemning dis maidtaived in a quere-* 
lous spirit and apparehitly tof v6 higher &b-" 

4 ject than to gratify thie‘ égo cgom of 
tants who are Lond of the mpertinang of 

the. attention of the «od 
more ; thaw, 

own 
FLY 

Correspondence. 
Jab ATR ABQ NING RT NINIONIN NIN IRINA NINN 

wi Yor the Christian Messenger, 

I few words to Corres nd oli iy amet serige ym what is Bothieg 

For somo mocks pas thors has bocn «din: pt that ae o 
» | eussion t 

i'M § y 

intruding upon 

" lL eh wi oe, | wh € BppesTsnes. te = SLIT Lh RE 
et sre justly suppose Would be | spiritual iprotohioy or ow A 

in a manner both interesting and in- | for its own sake. 


