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priest-of nature to interpret her laws—not a8 nite wisdom of Jehovah show itselt more gor
‘the high priest of religion toexplain:its phil-

osophy—but as the ambassador of God to av- | than in scriptural revelations. = His words are | book can we find such beauty, combined with | M

leigmﬁ.
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over its -p:emom metal whwh the gren Eo‘ med wha ‘donbtfnl reqmrm all the power
finer himpelt bas already parified: . -AID theiof logic to separate the true ?rom the false—
literature of the:church, whether:in the form | but with such heartiness, such, depth of ex-
ot the transient. htentnro, of sermons, or the| perience and conviction that our utterances
| more:: permanent - literatare of érdeds, | not | will be felt to'bo as immutable as the laws ot
'y, BASTOW. springing ‘naturally  out. of the Bible, and {fhe material yoiverse. Nothing élse can give
. | fully 10 harmony with it, is-as ridicul birth to simple bat sublime chitistian faith.

Whut is Blbhml T It:is wot| out of place as would be a chapter o‘:dg\olo- "' In doing ' this, we néed not be afraid of
that sermonising whxch u made up of Bible gy iu the vety heart: o% an'astrotom trea- !imraﬁ odf sérmods With Biblical phraseo
quotations  ‘merely. [t «is | hot..speculation, | tige. + Yology fn no other way can. we so well dis-

philosephy, ov even soientifio theology. ' I do! . The Bibleé is mot an obaoleeo boolr «Has |

éﬁver to our hearers that we are God’s mes
not mean to ‘say that it is mot these in the|mauity has not-outlived it yet, and till the | semgers, his ambassadors, -as: by constantly

forms. in which they dome to us from the|last trump sball sound it never can.  Though | guoting his words.  Qur discourses then: be:
the ehais of the professor, for that would be

e _ given thousands of years ago or men differing | sote our oredentials; - This honors God—it
nugatory ; but'it is ‘ot thése as-they are fre-| widely from-usy it unieets-out wants as per- |éndeats the Bible lo the hearts of ‘the ,people
quently set forth-in the ministrations of the|fectly as theirs. It was: designed for the #hd fastens ith traths tpon their moemories.

pulpit.;. The preacher stands not as the high| whole racein all times. - Never did the!infis |, Nor need we fear that by interweaving

e langnage our, discourses will lose any |
their. literary: exeellence.. In no other

Biblical prenchinx. _

tectly in the adaptation of means to mi ond |

nopnge to the world his revelation. ‘He i8 to| as fresh now as'if they werc uttered but yes« | simplicity—euch depth ‘and fulvess of mean-

structive ; and, that, ahonld qny dnﬂ'aranoo of
opinion exist, i would not_lead to anything
unpleasant or reprehensible, |
being christian gentlemen might be consider-
ed a sufficient guarantee thnt they would neither
degrade their subject nor forget themselves
but write with a proper regard to the di
nity of both, No one, who  has followes
the _discussion . in _the present instance can
thiok shat the writars engaged in it are to be
commended for success in this patticular, ktig
not my intention, nor my : place, ta adjudisate
between them and pronounce which has

the first or ehief og

to them at all, only 28 a timely nllustntwnpf,
an.evil to which for sometime past I hays
been desirous to_call attention, namely, &
‘manner in which discussions are sometimes

conductled by corre:pondmt: of the Christian,

The dispatants

ender, In fact, I réfer

essenger.
Whatever is pnbhqhed in the pages of your

proclaim God’s thoughits on ‘God’s authority.
ot Bible truths in the Bible mode.

all doctrines, all duties, all experiences, and| religious nature.

all prospects from a Bible stand-point,

branchies of stady.
literature to 'bim, " From 'it'he derives
whole' of his religion, all of his
what is call

18 study, its explanation, its ap
its' detence, ' Heé is its ‘earthly guai
interpreter. " It is'a book tull, of

the great battles of his life, here, and here

ouly, ‘are to be found ‘the weapons of his|that we should proclaim Bible traths—they

warlqe As all scientific men first oolleot
he facts front 'mature, and’ iben the
tham. so " all' religions “do and exhortb.-
tions must derive their form and vitality from
the Word of God.
Logis, scieice, philosophy, and theology
have their place i préacking, but only so
far ag' they help to explain ‘an ‘iifustrate the
Soriptares; To set forth the sublime traths
of revelation in all théir breadth, fulness, life,
and authority, must be ‘the canstant and su.
preme; aim of | every minister of ihe gospel.
And whatever will assist in accomplishing this}
object shounld be pressed  iuto the service.
There js.-no better ueo to, which apything can
be put. And certainly there is nothl? that
may not here be laid under tribute, Bat the
Hible must be the centre : Irom it everythmg
must start, and to it everything must point.
Why , should . we attempt  to lasten more
than Bible truths upon the minds aud hearts.
of .our hearers. Thers is enough bere for all
ministerial purposes, They alope. ean giv
life to, the dead, comfars to the sorrowing, a
direetion to the wandering. ‘They never fail,
when properly applied; to produce  sublime
spiritual results ; and nathing elsa ever suc-
. ogeds, - , Besides, there 1sas umch in the Bi-
ble as the mass of;our augditgrs; can well re.
tain, We should cram tobs:ﬂ'ocu‘rn it e;e
wade the, wnitings of the fathers, the creeds
o} the:chuyeh,, or anything /more ,than the;
Bible, essentinl to the christian life; Hence
the, reformers very wisely made the lids off
the Bible the boundary lines which seperated | eane,
all lmot religious vital truth from all other
trath, | They sdw what blasting effects, had
8p trom the introduction -of ey thing
,“&c Seriptures'as the foundation upon

which the ohreh should rgst; or aé thefood’

upon;whieh it must live. 'The Roman Catho-

lios ‘bud windé w .da sttéfopt’' to imprave
i''the pattern of mm

ﬁ' . AN odwuo vile insalt to Infinite
Wis They bad sppplemented God's de-
ehmha with the, traditions. of.men, and 80
they Md.d to chcmlnn tho plugnu of the
"‘l‘h tmh Wu vuwred ‘60 'its’ original
drity, wer, when i

L

o ud
e

terday.
Bibligal, preaching, theén, is ‘the réproduection|of the Bible arises from the fact that humsns
It views| ity is always abd everywhere reproduding’its
The sabstantial elementsin |

society are always the same. Men: may take t0 the minister himself over every other kind
he obligations of the minister-to tho Bible|on an entless variety of outward ap

far transcend those which he owes to all other —they may live'under many forms of civilid

ed patural is here revesled tchgmn,, irrepressible longings
for the Bible bas incorporated abd vivified: it.{ But the Bnble ever funishes a.
When he.is called .of God, therefore, to. his|uolailingr

great work, his whole energies are pledged to|nothing ¢lse ever did or cap That same
plication, and | gospel wich produced such a mighty. moral

on{ Much always and'in everything dopendnnpon

which God had|
‘them in rﬂomgoqhind they | htd thus| g

Bh

. This constant, universal adaptation | g

swell theu' breasts,
eml and

o aid| transtormation . in E beaua, _ Carmth an‘
xta, on! Rome, nearly  two thonsand years ago 18 DOW |
which be should found ‘every Qdiscourse, and producing sumlar results thronghout a!l Chris- |)
of tests with which to try all its parte. Io|tendom,

.....

it

But " Biblical preaching feqmres not_on |

must be 'set iétgl in the  seriptaral qtodg,‘

the mapner. We need. not be slavish. imita.
tors. ;. There is room left for the play of the
idiosyncrasies of each individual preacher. - Lt
mld be Wwholly foreign to the spirit’ of the
Biblenot fully to unotion this liberty. ' How
widel diﬁ'etent are the compositions of David
and ﬂauh, Matthew and Jobhn, Peter and
Paul. A diffcrence in the state of the givilis
zation ot -tha persons addressed will also de-
wand a difference in the style of-addressi
them. The costume of the Pentateuch
the Eplstlo {o” the Romans, even where the
ends proposed dre the same, are as diverse as |
are the garments of the Chinese and . the
Freoch. They were intended for ages far
apart, and for men whose mental aptitudes.
were widely different. But while these chang-
ing states in speakers and hearers nscessitate
an_ever-varying style in our discourse, it must
not be . forgotten that what changes in mso,
his cireumstaioes adnd ueeds, is swall indeed |
compared with that which never chat
There is noching that présents more sm!n%
diverse appearanoces than the human coupte-
pance, and yet io it general aad MM
tial modes of pressing religions truth to man’s
spiritual nature never altar, ' And therefore
what Chrysostom and Augustibe sdid respect-
jog the arv ot preaching is as valuable and
atd immcul bow as in any “age of " the
¢hur

‘The French, English, Sootch and Aweri,

have.esch very marked vational chmm

seristics, but Vinet’s ;Homiletics.are useful
equally to them all. Aud w0 all'truly evan<| b
gelical literature, let it be p where
and by who it may, is ddaptdd t¢ all Chr

etrati wﬁrnwgu and rebnkes with such
%oeét ”3&5 ;

pearances | of‘sermonizing.

‘tral. Kt raises the- value of / ‘everything e
It in the' eentre ot all|zation, but in every ageand vationthey have touches, and retidérs all'his o

; :.'”wm to view. everything: from God’s
eutedy for -allearth’s . And |8k

h nd\o logio ot the preactier.

g i the gdiiie parrowiess of compass—sdch | paper is read by thousands of persons and,
therefore, aoonrding, o, its natare, is adapt
to do mu3h good or evil. Wrmng is a tals
ent for the employmcnl of which: its ,
is responsible and your:paper affords a an, op«
used to much advans

a purposes to waich both the m

cheering laiions., - |
Biblical preachmg has many advantages. to
It ‘makes all his stédies cen- | portunity for its being
e, T

hitwns‘nﬂll and the opportunity are fneqnently devoted
¢|the same evil passions to‘combat, thie same dﬁe a"y élévates the standard of | some "of your oorrespon deats; appear
power._ Even oppressive sorrow. to:-bear, ‘sod; the ssme |k pwgib;% ‘him necessarily in daily [‘to be of little benefit to us and less cre;ou h,

mmwupion mtlip eavenly. truth, which |them.

Not,a tew of theaegent  are ex
puznaoxons They arereadyst a moment’s
notice, and: nobady’s. invitation to poana,
ign-'| npon.any ill-advised wight who may: publish,
tidw’s dépravity, aid the inexeusableness | his opinion upon any earthly of heavenly
t t\ho&é who till death reject the offers of jeot. Their zeal i _only to_be eqnglled.w
drey—doctrines which many would uttarly | their agsurrance, Lhey eﬂdently feel dus,
10, hear, were they . recommended. only | they have a special gift,
declatations of God sun aotas] | “Tosplt & bairor weighs detiuiion;” i
aud we shall teach thém  best by quot- and that theiﬁmﬁw% to ** cut up” those’
‘hiswords.” | 10 whow they ' fair ‘game, although d&én
iblioal preaching i§ far the most eﬁ'ectlve bettér men sod ' mofe wusefal  writers
pregoﬁmg, and it is by this, tess ﬂut 0'01" themelves ODO result is that your oolum
pulpis effort. should be tried,  Speculation |8re at such times burdened with d:scusmu
md philosopby can never chaoge the heart or which should never have beea commenced, bus .
life. . Moral. essays will, in evéry instance, | Which seem as if they would never come: e
bo s fruitless ‘as was' the early ministry ot |8 end. - To how many.suchioould I poiat, abd:
Chalmers. " Scientifis tHeology may have the |1t i8 only my desire notito be personal that®
jorm-of’ godliness; but, however perfedt: the | binders me, and chatlenge wny one to show
‘ygtem’ 1. gbao]utql’ dpgﬁtnw of its po'er a KOOd reason for the 00(!“’0'0!‘8]. ora w:
| And  politics, exeept very opumgly intro- | purpose , promoted by it.  To bow
duocd and that too with rare skill, will lower |could I refer as redoleut mot: of christiam,
the digaity of the pulpit and the piety of our | spirit-and love-of the:trath but of vanity aado
hearers: - It ‘will bréak 'the 'bléssed bond | retaliation! ln:some instances a yet more of<!
which ‘binds  together christizn hearts, dnd {ensive charséteristic has been prominent, that'
eréaté' burning partizan prejudices. But the of ‘downtight cant. The di’g““““’ "“!ﬁ
Word of God is quick ‘aod powerful, sharper | Speaking of each other s, “ déar brethrea'’
than any two edged swortfo It is a sword |80d using much, pious phraseology were ovis
wielded” by l?nﬂnite wisdom and by an Omaoip- | deatly trying to say the bittersst things they ,
otent'arni. Tt addréshes itdelf direct)y to the | could. of each other and had entirely lost sight.
beligiotis nature of fwan, sod ban ueither be|of the ofily importaat point as issue in their »
evided dor resistéd. ' Ithus too what nothing ardourto gain a worthiess'trimph over ‘s’

drpoint. -1t aflords him, too, an opportu-
ity of preaching the ‘most wnweloome and
pulsive doetrines-—sudh as God’s soverei

| else ‘tid8, ‘the of Fehovah of 4 hever-|oppotient. Ia consequense 6f bemg’ award ot
failing ‘my.‘_uﬁ ‘word shall not'retusn | 0f 81l this, somé of the beést minds amongﬂ
uiito Ving ol Tug " idistér's”. shostant | MeY have becams chary, of sending commas)

vications, peeing that they do ot wish to be,
involved in disoussions that can serve no wed-
ful purpose, bring no -hotior; and lcave only
anpleassnt wemories. 'Henove you may have
been deprived of- valuable belp and your' ré-"
ders of mt.etestlng and ﬁubfe umc!es H 3_2
substitute being, by ho f‘a.nl‘}I of yours,
kind, of_ literary pabalnm those pngmom.
gentry furnish.  Impudence will sometimes .

buaiml then. 8 t0 preach the worg, to hold
forth themessage of eteraal life, _

The ﬁxble 18 the king of all books. It is
the book amongst -books, as . Christ, was the
wan dmongst men. | To! this position: it is ful
|y ‘entitled by the infibite saperiority of 'its
mm ‘and' by “the  intrinsic excellence and
mhrv'aﬂbub PaWef of its conténts. ' It is the'

ormer in hnman aqomy It prigi-

ste. d | the. mightiest changes in | reach the sublime. L tlnnk it has done so whea
‘“g W“ e 'or;‘?nnell.fun apmuoecupuu three or four columns oﬂw
mudu' th control. The  miost erael!

toﬁgloul paper; intended for the Sabbath day”

{ and tyrkpnieal fulfil its prophecies.’ Aud it|teading of séveral thousands families, witk''

teblom in all time, To the christian world’

grow old, - .,
In a similiar maoner, we -hall uut oute
rOw Or eveu improve the Bible method
ot pressing ome God's trath ajod the hedrts
and cooscienides of m;n loa lo;neilhat pe-
puliar sense it is. “biodi o all to y
Bible mazners s vdf .u.pt:o m
truthe, . We  ust, ike, it, bo Gbomngh\y
ractical, .and . yet .profoundly:  spititual;|
errific: a8 the thundm of Blld‘ M J,yot
under uud touchia ey the
Lérd st * Geéihsétmane’ dnd” Clm

Mtk e .
Ty .ptl' 1 ’o‘w
ble, and the, uummv
' The Rxblm‘q of andl,!u
edt us; any
t is fivished, a

behold it is “M w

hnnr«ﬂb&imnl write ‘ad

berald it to the world—no refiner need sit umnos—not speak as though what was ut- | troated

i Ll A

4‘1{ ghiummd m& m.dw&dil

‘!DM .‘1
appesl 10 quén’s: mdmﬂ their.con~

sach men as Luther and Calvm can mm:‘lbf“ the

.Tolm not ‘eved ’ﬁ"l&odbdm % #m r

will ‘contibue to be'so until all the'inkabitants
lobe are permanently rdised to‘its|s
ot a0d sublime standard.

qmrh. quitbles and ‘poor  attempts at wit,
and repartee.
It .is pou_coutrovessy .to. which, I am Ob-s
jeoting— ¢kat may often be highly béreficial |

own
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ts wed aa absolutely  neécessary—but I'am
@nmwwﬂwn. | oodemiiag disputes metdrabued in s ue-s
UG AT AD - AT, A I A AR A AL lm .piﬂg ‘nd ‘pp. t f Do h‘ er’ “-

iy

w Yor the chm.m Messenger,
A Nﬁ '*'ol"l !0 ml “
ol iy amer denomination 'what | i nothhg

u..; nm 'b. x B $ i) w m“ mk
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‘4 ject than to gratily thie ' égo yﬂ‘oi the

tants who are gmlt.y of the mpertinang ol
the mm of .the whk
more ; tham,

intrading upon

w'“ d'naisdvi-nzsh'fm e, | '.\. € BppesTsnes. -
.ma = -:g.v.,, L R
*MWU“! justly suppose Would be | spiritual \-ptoie.hﬁ or ohlﬂnl M

in a manner both interesting and in- | for its own sake.




