
THB 7 CHRISTIAN MESSENG! ER. Up 
i 8 Ednctionul Bs 17 »| Charlemagne wept as he saw the barks of ‘the Notsemén iw’ productive ofa civilization “that either sibdued natare or 

TN ee we 1) the Mediterranean ;=~of that in ‘which Danish pirates wasted elevatéd man. 00 © | 4} Ri 

: ep ~~ and Norman William Sppresses Saxon Poglend ‘abd’ of But Greece what shall we say of her with her Parthenon, 

The following address was delivered at Wolville on Monday evening | that in which the nation & ivided 1 ito hostile factions, fought poets, orators and heroes ? Are not the! relies "of ew art 

June 5, before the: Associdted Alumni of Acadia College. The Chair- on & seore of bloody fields’ to decide whether a white rose the priceless treasures of ‘modern: museums, the fragments 

nan who presided‘on the occasion, Dr. McN. Parker of Halifax, stata [or a red rose should: adern the crown. When we can thus of her literature the models of ours? - Would-noet-an Athe- 

to the audience that the Hon. Judge Johnston had engaged. to be the see that every age has been a progressive. one, not always . nian mob applaud a play teo intelle
ctual for our most eulti- 

Socioty’s orator for 1865, but his official duties Having demanded his|in the same degree sor in ‘the same manner, but really and vated audienqés, and repeat verbatim an’ oration it woald be 

presence in Cape Breton, thé Rev. Mr Munro, at the urgent solicitation | essentially furnishing its indispensable quota towards the an effort for most of u# to follow? Was not that a civiliza- 

Jf the Committes, lind consented to deliver the annual oration, althongh | elevation'cof mankind, then we shall not be injured but: ‘tion most perfect, and as yet unrivalled ? I answer, No. 

when lie gave his consent to do'so, there were but three weeks left for | benefited by. the conviction that this is a progressive age, Phe’ Greeks knew a few things atid knew them well, but, 

PRIAEOR. LC daddies mated, by. civilization that is the nearest approach yet! they were not the best things for man to know or:do. 

In farther ee pisheicn EARS Chairman's introductory remarks Mr. made to that epoch which ehall he the product and em- Probably they carried intellectual culture, in soma of its 

rived aid. Wherever his temory enabled ‘him with. certainty to astris | “ The heir of all ages in the foremost files of Aime.” ble. - But, after all, their civilization was like one of their 

thing to its original source he has done i But in somes f Ch hg ’ os pelt” Prob ) own temples, perfect on its form but monotonous ; beautiful, 

bute vid id ic phocytes os ce hy bepea; An Which will see the human family fulfilling ite destiny on| but not sublime; appealing only to the eye, addressing 

AE required an amount of research for which} opp), jn the complete ‘realization of all that the beneficent{ nothing to the heart: Pagan not Christian. The edifice of 

there ‘was not time. Hence some of the thoughts he has expressed 
£ aga " 

must go forth withort the sanction of emirient names that might have Creator. kias, designed, and all it is possible for.man to. modern civilization has a wider base, a deeper foundétion, 

added authority to their intrinsic worth, &  loftier heights, and more varied aspects; it is Christiard not 

p—— 

achieve in the last and highest phase of civilization. 

And what is Civilisation ? “'Thé etymology of the word 
points plainly enough to the refinement of the citizen con- 

pr trasted with the coarseness of the rustic, Its accepted 
duties of the Educated Classes as and legitimate signification is, the superiority of man In a 

suggested by them : state of ‘culture above man in a barbaric condition, = Civil- 
RR isation then is the degree of advantageous change effected 
TION DELIVERED BE | 7 Sp &°° : 

A a Ke ider Mimi ap Sab oy Ga ndling led we the character and circumstances of man, and measurwtg|: 
in social relations, sentiments and life, the different items 

A H. Muxro, oF HALIFAX. atic his ‘distance’ from savage life. Its actual value is to be} of which he may enumerate, one by one, but to the whole 

’ . tested by an examination of the kind of benefits it confers| of which, he would find it difficult to apply any general 

Gentlemen of the Asseciated Alumni of Acadia College,—~ vi and the extent to which they are enjoyed. That civilisa-| term. + And it is just so in passing the boundary which 

As a general rule; I believe it is best. for public speakers | tion is the highest and best which most successfully eleva
tes : 

; 18 S00 AEN : i" separates ancient from modern civilization, that which pre- 

to avoid making apologies, if for no other reason than that the individual and most widely diffuses its blessings through-| 
ceded the introduction of christianity from that which fol- 

they are so frequently made, and therefore liable to be re-|out society and the world, Man's physical, itellectual,| lowed it. The flora and fauna of the frigid zones are not 

garded as a mere form, better omitted than observed. ~But|and moral nature are the things with which it has to déal—| more unlike those of the tropics, than are the 'develope- 

on the present occasion, I think it is necessary and just, | minister ments of ancient, pagan: civilization ftom inodern and ng to ‘the ‘wants, devsleping the capacities and ' 

. christian civilization. And ‘as the student of wndtural 

Pagan. 
By the last remark T mean that the special features, and 

peculiar advantages marking the civilization of the present 
age, are those christianity has conferred upon it. : 

The traveller in passing the boundary which separates 
heathen from christian lands is conscious of an entire change 

Characteristics of the present Age, and the 

both for my sake and on behalf of those, whom this even- remedying the evils belonging to each. The Health, In- 

ing I not only address, but in some degree represent, that 

it should ‘be made known, as it-has been by the chairman, 
how brief was the period afforded ‘me to prepare myself for 

the duty that now devdlves upon me. ‘But while a know- 

telligence, and Morality of any community or age, are the 
component; elements of its civilisation. Its Health, because 
it is the sure evidence of the extent to which all classes are 
properly housed, fed, elothed, employed and enabled to en- 

history knows, ‘that the peculiar forms of animated 
nature he observes in any region are but the extprnal 
evidences of vital forces, infused into its air, and 
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hidden in its soil, so the student of human history 
knows, that the peculiar aspects of social life, distinguish- 

ing modern from ancient civilization, must arise from the 

only adequate cause mot formerly in operation, namely, 
the influence of christian doetrine and life. If now, the 

whole landscape is new, it-is because christianity has fur- 
 nished fundamental ideas and sympathies entirely unlike 
those out of which pagan civilization grew. If noi the 
social atmosphere is so vastly changed it is because ghris- 
tianity has impregnated earth and heaven in man’s consci- 
ousness with other thoughts, feelings and hopes. .. 
When Christianity imparted to man its sublime, holy 

ledge of this fact ought to moderate the expectations of|joy life. Its Intelligence, because it includes “the things| 

my audience, and shield me from much criticism that other- | know, the numbers who know them and the uses to which 

wise would be allowable, T do not desire that it’ should |that knowledge is applied. Its Morals, because they are 

cause the views I am. about to advance to be regarded asthe basis of persqual charaeters, the items that
 constitute 

crude and. hasty conclusions. which I would a with- | the nature of social life, determining its manners and ccus- 

hold on modify pon more -mature deliberation. The |toms, laws and government, policy and faith. 

thoughts T sha Mdeator to prefent this evening -are some| : In.man’s advance towards ideal perfection in connection 

of the results of the reading and thinking, ‘the notes and | with these things he has to gain three victories; 

reflections of the last 10 years of my life. How many of| ° First; over Nature. ' To discover her secrets, learn her 

them. I owe to.others, of haye been goined in my own mind, laws, enrich himself with her ‘tredsures, 
and avail himself 

it-is now impossible for me te say. - On.that point you must of ‘her resources to achieve what without them would be 

judge for yourselves. But IL am less anxious to impress|gigantic impogsibilities, and to. reach through them what : : ) ; and beneficent conceptions of ‘God—when it declared that 

you with the originality than with the correctness. of the | would else be. nnattainable enjoyments, is the first greaty the immortality of the soul was a truth beyond: question, 

views. I am about to present, without any attempt at elo- battle of civilisation. It includes every discovery man hag and its value a price beyond” caleulation—when “i! pro- 
claimed ‘the death of the son of God for mankind—when 
it taught that the soul's highest aspiration was that after 
goodness, its loftiest, most blessed “attainment, that of an 

ascent through an enlightened conscience to pop on 

quence or rhetorical effect, upon what I trast we will all 

feel to, be an appropriate and important subject—The 

Characteristics of thie. present Age and the. duties of the 

Educated Classes as suggested by them. § 

Nothing is more common inthe present day than to bear 

turned to practical use, from ‘the spark that would kindle 
his fire to the' electricity that would carry his thoughts and 
‘every invention, from the rude arrow to the ocean steam- 

ship. " 

Necond, over Oppression. © While waging * his conflict r A with its Creator—when it revealed, instead of ‘¢ the Jocra- 

the remark, * We live in an age of ott: Like. many | with: nature, man has had to put forth his energies in &| tic Demon, but at best an. intellectual guide,” the Holy 

a truism, ite repetition is apt 'to'be the ill-disguised expres-| mare. fierce and bloody strife, that with his fellow man. It Spirit, given to create new life in the soul, to leaddit in 

duty, guard-it in danger, cheer it in sorrow, along thé path 
to heaven's gate—when instead of the cold abstractions of 
ancient, philosophy, it solved’ the problem of life by pre- 
senting the living Jesus ag its model—when it pointed to a 
certain but undated future, in which good’ should triumph 

over evil, right over wrong, and truth over. error, a. reign 

of righteousness and peace, a moral conquest to be: gained 

through human instrumentality, but assured by divine pro- 
__ mise and help—it: gave to human nature, new digaity, prin- 

ciples, and aims. = The greatest fact in the past history of 
civilisation, is not the discovery of the maguet, thednven- 

tion of printing, the French Revolution, nor any similar 
event, but the advent of Christ into our world; thevgrand 
consummatidn of its future, to: which it is slowly, often un- 

conseionsly, but ever surély, advancing, is his. second 

coming when the world shall be filled with his ea 

glory of the universal prevalence of his. gospel, .This is 
the meaning of our civilization. let who may: be. blind to it. 

Grecian culture did its best for man; it taught him to re- 

joice in the present. Its final conclusion was.:r—i‘ let us 
eat and drink for to-morrow, we die.” Christianity’s best 
gift to man is not so much an enhanced joy in the present 
ag a prayer, purpose.and hope for a world wide, better, and 

nobler future. Ci 

It is not my intention to night to/ ‘endeavour to fully il- 
lustrate this view of the subjeet by attempting to-dhow al 
that Christianity has done to bénefit ‘our world and''¢levate 
man. My object is ‘far less ambitious. It is simply to 
point out some of the more important features of gux civili- 

has ever been the disposition of some portion of society to 
lay burdens and impose restraints upon the, rest; not for 
the general good, but for the benefit and aggrandisement of 
a few. The extent to which it has been attempted is less 
surprising than the degree to which it has been endured at 

gion of a serious. error, No doubt foan rr in usi 
this language wish it to convey their belief that this epo 

of the world's history is distinguished, as a progressive 

one, from all that have preceded it. The sentiment, it is 
well to know is not by airy means peculiar to this day and logre : 

generation. Our. ancestors cherished it ‘as firmly as. we, | the hands of tyrants, oligarchics and priests. From this 

and were equally convinced that their own time surpassed thraldom man has had to emancipate himself. Loug and 

“all that had gone before, and éould be rivalled by none that | dire has beenthe conflict of many of the martyrs, but worthy 

might follow, them. Dr. Johnson. had this opinion of his of it ‘all was the vietory sought. For the question at issue has 
been ‘this-~Shall thie powers of man be paralysed, his en- own era, which he thought had brought learning to its|been t tl : 

highest. perfection, and exhausted  choth discovery and|guiries after truth’ suppressed, his. advancement arrested, 

that a selfish few a, e paramount, or shall he enjoy free- improvement. . And this; be it remembered, was before | that a self ; 

steamships and railways, telegraphs or cheap. literature, dom of thought and liberty of action to pursue that path of 

photography or papier machie were dreamed of. Yes, when | progress for which his: Creator désigued him? And in the 

4 decision ‘of this question how through successive ages has entlemen had to wear their pantaloons without: braces and 
the tide of ‘conflict ebbed and flow Oné battle field ‘ex- 

sdies their hoops without crinoline. Dr. Johuson thought red. One battle fielt 

that there was nothing to discover and litle to improve. changed for another, ome combatant falling, another rising, 

This is an age of progress... But there is nothing in that one weapon having done good service being laid down for 

assertion to minister to our self-elation if it be rightly | another to do better; tll, now, QO wost noble army of 

understood. Tt is but the regognition of the fact that this, | martyrs, © great champions of Reformation, and all whe 

like eyery other period of human. history, isa link in that|fought ia the great fight for human liberty, the tyrranies yo
u 

_ might i de f providence which has ne broken or redun- | resisted unto’ dedth, are unknown ‘t
o us and ‘experienced 

"dant ‘parts. (=F all the changes of the past. ite light und only by those too dehased te win or.aporesiate the hlessings 

..dagkness, its folly and wisdom, its great crimes and great of freedom. : : olen 

mistakes,’ ita growth and decay of empires, its revolutions] Third, oyer Social Evils. The aggregation of large 

and bloody conflicts, its barbarisms emerging into civiliza- | masses of human beings in the same community bas alway
s 

tion, and jt civilizations sinking back intd barbarism, over- | given rise. to social anomalies and disorders. of suffering, 

rpfin omnipotence has been leading erring, unconscious | viee and crime, both peculiar in their nature and vast 
n 

m a S01} Be park of human ‘progress. Stow commences | their amount. ' In some instances they assumed’ an ape 

his bis Fe) saying ret Thank God old London was [that is frightful, and a magnitude thas is spalling, a
nd at 

* If the o 
¢ | ul, al nitude tha sation, that exist as evidences of the triumphs Chtigtianity 

burnt.” d city bad not been, burnt ‘the new could | the same time appear to" arise inevitably from causes im- | has already achieved, or as the victories it has yet to win, 

net have . built, We need not call evil good, nor osgible to remove or counteract, while they threaten the 
: Ht. 

after 18 centuries of conflict with human folly and ‘wicked~ 

darkaess light ; we need not give all races and times equal ness. 
; 

1. The first Characteristic of the civilization of tHe pre- 
sentiage to which I would call attention, is its ProGrEssIVE, 

Acoressive AND Durpustvr vasore, 1 put all these to- 
gether, because they must coexist if they exist atall. A 
civilization may be stationary, like that of Greece, which 
accomplished all’ it éould, and ‘then passed ey. No 
better temples could be built, or statues carved, or poems 
written, or orations composed, or speculations invented, 

than it gave to the world. ‘What more could it. de than iv 
“had done? Why, then. should it hive? (How eeuld it. 

ccs of the whole sogial fabrie, Of all the victories 

aise for their contributions towards the grand. result, to civilisation has, to win, the last, the greatest, that which 

Bidens that somewhere aud sowehow, in all the past, amid {needs es ids in God and help from him; is:its' triumph 

its divest calamities’ ar kest intellectual nights, what- |iover evils. gy 

ova sopght if or Resi gst or won; mankind were" If these are the elements and aims of civilization, a little 

learning some ny ining some experience essential to, reflection upon then will save us fromthe" errors of either 

the advancement of the race. This in the peIRS OH \ 21 bogs exalting, or too much deptomating a civilization 

ve EHold sey 4 is, dnl'agé of) Progress.” | That|of the present age in comparison ‘Willi those “of past ages. 
00 Wis To A ion, enables ya to May § pr when the Israelites 

Ts Ti ih stehined eyes bobheld | ion of their merits. ol silt | 3 bron rien 

in Joan: wad then for} «Alssyrias’ winged: bulls ie human faces, typical of deity 

"Show for wll time, w veins 5 

» F & 

the first time drew the breath of a fred people. "And 'dhd carved re rebbntations of king's hunting orsl ring | . Life .is growth. Its doom. was inevitable; it myst pass 

EA © wearied justice of eapiives, ek oie fins of the divine nature and human. away. and leave’ its: memory, «its ‘dead | language wt and 
ea ; doletrous tribes aud scattered that, indepepden ot 8 Boobs) Lan diw A0IDTL ph 

n Das, oilongad Noman Jase wand, y ipfapay of 
» 

Ll} 

0 

af the fow of her. history{ literature, u | e10d 

y people. 1 We possess, tell us that wheat Gel Sor) ie Mig civilization of the present day is a living" thing 

Ay ii whieh | 8 ‘culture and the child- | very bund)’ + Rest 

Loni’ law frond, 10, Brits also-of the, time, hood of its ata! mur ad) Avena andv did diiw plier 3 

when: Grothe; Huns and. ¥ Suevi, poured | If /& 

pl i 


