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of the present age which thoughtful and re-
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in all wisdom.” Set forth his glory. 'Dwell | claimed or ever received—the ¢rust, the love, | visible beavens. 1t ‘was a great disesvery
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The long toil is over. Your four years’
course is ended. You have been nestling to-
gether tor the appointed time under the
wings of your Alma Mater, and now you are
about to take flight, ‘'not indeed to unknown
Jands, but in order to engage in ubtried
duties. We cherish the hope that you will
be found much better fitted for those duties
in consequence of your rcsidence here, than
if you-had contented yourselves with meagre
and iosufficient preparation, Money spent
on mental culture is like “* bread cast upon
the waters,” which is *found after many
days,”’

You live, Gentlemen, in a very remarkable
period. The domains of knowledge are ex-
tending every day, and.new acquisitions are
constantly made. Scarcely a year passes
without the inauguration of some Society for
the purpose of pushing inquiries .into unex-
plored regions. Seiences whose very names
were unknown fifty years ago, are cultivated
with all the ardour of youthful zeal, and al-
ready yield abundant harvests, Phings know-
able are divided and subdivided as they nev-
er were before, and 8o parcelled out as to fa-
vour minuteness of investigation and acou-
racy of results. Novel applications of prin-
cipies and facts in the various branches of
art, whether useful or ornamental, attest
the growing ingenuity of the age. Counclu-
sions which to those who preceded us appear-
ed to be firmly established, have been first
doubted and then dismissed to oblivion ; and
new laws, cr rather, iaws as old as the crea-
tion, but whick have been hitherte hidden
trom human kon, have been brought to light.
So vast and boundless, so infinitely diversified
is the prospect, that the mind is bewildered
by the marvellous complexity, of the pheno-
mena, aad the untold numbers of objects that
present themselves for review and examioa-
tion,

It is true that only a small minority, even
of the well-inetructed, can engage in critical
pursaits, or track science to its remote and
unirequented hauants. Nevertheless, the in-
fluence of advancing knowledge caunot bat be
generally felt; wherever it plants its foot,
the tone of intelligence will be elevated, hon-
ourable ambition will be excited, and there
will be an uprising of sgciety ta a higher
level.

In this march of improvemen: Nova Sco-
tia bas taken her part and shares in the ad-
vaptages. You will find very adifferent state
of things from that which existed when this
{uostitution first began to send forth ber
sons. There is far more kuowledge in the
country, and it is wmore widely diffused.
Efficient school teaching bhas borone
truit. The colporteur has circulated useful
literature. The educated men of 1865 know
more, and koow it better, than the men of
1845. Youthiul intellect is subjected to more
vigorous training. and demands 2 supply of

mental aliment adapted to the altered eir-
cumstances. The improving process is still

oing on, exerting everywhere a healthy in-

uence, and promisiog to leaven tho whole
mwass,” *

We are doing what we can to keep pace
with the times. 'We shall do it better, espe-
cially with regard to the scientific and theo- |
logicak departments, when the people furnish
us with the means, as we cannot but believe
they will when they see the necessity of the
case, and ‘participate in ‘that ambition to ex-
cel which is gradually pervading the publio
mind, '

I call your attention to these facts for the
iP;W”’o’f il‘npwing your ?I:I:?”'iﬁi the
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,!‘.“.‘minithhf position. ‘You w%ﬂ’ acoord- fwortkily, Qur best w ond you.  May explain why myriads of men, without any'measurable space belors, we. oquld ‘reach’
logly. Btadies will be. seviewed, = Inquiries|God's rich blessing rést upot ‘you all! 'And | external evidence, irresistibly feel and know |potnt of ‘ @ ta &

Whaat then bave the sciences added to our
sense of the awful power of the infinite God ?

ral fest? 1t ‘we were to,try
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