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Correspoudence,

For the Christian Messenger.

Thoughts on Churchdom, for a
¢“ Sabbath School Worker.”

Mgr. EDITOR,

In your iesue of the 10th, some one, writing
himself * a Sabbath School worker,” whether by
assumption or by autkorify he has that name I
do not know, appears to be troubled at what he
by the tenor of his article pronounces my hetero-
dox sentiment  respecting Sabbath Schools.
Now, Sir, so fa1 as his article is a criticism upon
any sentiment that I expressed in my address,
Ido not think it worth a reply. I have long
since Jearned that it did not pay to spend much
ammunition upon small game. As respects the
questions he asks, it is obvious they are not put
for the sake of information. They are not the
modest inquiries of one who wishes to be in-
formed, but the pompous interrogation’of one
who flatters himself at baving without investiga-
tion, arrived at so thoroﬁh a knowledge of the
subject that he cannot even tolerate the mental
vision of those that in range and type differ
from his own.

Further, I am perfectly willing that all I write
or speak publicly on the subject of religion shall
undergo the closest scrutiny of competent per-
sons, but I dishke ambush warfare, it savors of
cowardice, I am disinclined to controversy with
any person who will not take the open field and
say what ke has to say over his own name.
Again the style of the article convinces me-that
the author is unaccustomed to write. Perhaps
he is a young wan, of some ambition, who may
yet be able to write something good, and far be
it from me to diecourage him. These consider
ations would induce me to be wholly silent re--
specting his production, were it not for one ele-
went which bas great prominency therein.
That is the papal element, 1 do not know wheth-
er a “ Sabbath School worker” is a baptist by
profession, or not, but papacy is to me as de-
testible in one denomination as another. |
would not wish to see a Baptist Church a State
Church. I would be sorry to see it claiming
that all law and authority should proceed from
it, and that no society has a right to exist in the
same Jocality it does without obtaining permis-
sion from it.

At the outset the attack he makes upon my
position declares his conviction of the supreme
powers and rights of the churchb to control so-
cieties besides itself. So says the Romish See.
He vauntingly asks, by “ what authority I would
grant or refase such powers.” His idea then is
{bat the church has aright, per se, to contre]
other societies than itself. So says the Pope of
Rome.

Hear bim further. “ Would he then expect
individual church members who may happen to
feel an interest in the matter to appoint them-
selves to this office without any authority, ignor-.
ing the existence of the body organized to do
this very work,” * & # « 554 conducting the
affair irresponsibly.” -

The church then is a body organized to teach
a Sabbath School. Isit? Who says so? Have
we it so stated in our articles? Wonder that
the apostle and apostolic churches with their ad.
vantages did not discover it. Wonder that

churches existed so many centuries without dis.

covering the real objeet of their own organiza.
tion and exiategg./ﬂlﬁbat individual chris-
tians, at last happened to feel an interest in the
matter, and in this way originate the institution.
Let us unfold the above quotation, from a
“8.8. W.” a little, that ite popish absurdities
may more clearly appear.

For example, I bappen to feel an interest in
the religious welfare of a young person, and am
inclined to impart ‘some religious instruction to
him. I must bowever first of all obtain authori-
ty from the church at some meeting of ite body.
Aund if it refuses authority. I must keep quiet,
if it grants it | can proceed. This is the case
%00 it I wish to imstruct a balf a dozen young

we wish to teach a number of young people in
whom we happen to feal an interest.

JHow absurd it would be for we if 1 saw a
child drowning, whom 1 could rescue ; to go
first and seek the consent of its mother to save
it. . Would not some men regad me as insane,
and would not the law asion to deal
with me for neglecting to save life when 1 had
the opportunity. Equally so would it be absurd
for. me to seck. from a church authority to do,
can give. t isac according to the
baptist view of it? Read our articles. « A

| of - his saints, by mutual acquain

ice aud com-
munion vojuntarily and understandingly coven-
anting and embodymg together, for upholding
and promoting the worship and service of God,
to show forth his declarative glory, and for their
own edification.”
waking it obligatory on me to ask a number of
professors of religion, with no more authority to
empower me than I have to authorize them, to
allow me to speak to that young man about bis
soul, and tell bim about Christ. ‘We dé not ig-
nore the duty of the christian community, of the
christian church in a community to see that the
young are properly religiously taught. But we
do svow that the Sabbath School is not neces-
sarily either an crdinance or institution of the
cburch. The most pious and active in the
church are the most proper to lead in the Sab-
bath School, and it may be talked of by the
church, and in the church, and' disposed of ac-
cording to the circumstances of the case, tor we
know no definite rule for this matter. And if
one and all the church are alive 10 this matter,
such will be the influence of the ¢hurch in the
case that ro difficulty will be likely to arise.
But the idea of the church acting the dog in
the manger part, not willing to do the work
itself, and not willing that any of its members
should do it, without the authority of the church,
18 100 preposterous a notion to entertain. It you
say that it is not the authority of those growl-
ing, indolent, members that js necessary, but
the church, you argue that those members wish-
ing to take hold of the work, must consult them-
selves in church capacity, and like as papal in-
falibility rests not in the pope, nor the cardinals,
nor members, but in the church, so our members
would be too fallible, in a Sabbath Schoel, to
determine what is right but in the church they
may consult themselves with the utmost sa‘ety..
The church can have a Sabbath School if it
wishes. So can the world if it pleases, and so
also can individual church members, but the
claim of the church to contrel one originated
by its individual members is absurd. Absurd
also would be its attempts to veto the efforts of
those members for good, because they had not
acknowledged an authority in the chureh, which

wembership in it with more “}g} reiigions im-
portance. As well might a church claim con-
trol over a Temperance Society, or a Bible
Society, that exisied in the same locality, be-
cause some of its members, happened to feel
an interest in, and had become members of
those societies, as to claim jurisdiction over
a Sabbath School that its members had
originated, and that the church did not, as
a church, eupport. Is it so; that it is not
enough that we act as christians in this mat.
ter, but authority must come to us from
the church, otherwise disorder and disaffection
will follow. That is: some members claiming
respect for their petition, that they cannot claim
for their devotion, might incite others to join
with them in a crusade against the efforts of
those who would piomote piety and religious
knowledge in the commupity.

If our “ Sabbath School Worker ' is con.
pected with a church where all its members are
alive to this question he must be in the midst of
a bappy state of affairs. Butif I live where all
are not so awake, I must first labor 10 infuse
life into those twice dead. At least get them
so far alive as to act at some Conference meet-
ing upen the-subject, not-because it ir probabie
that many of them will ever come to a Sabbath
School, much less teach a ¢lass in it, but from
the consideration that as a church they hold the
religious destinies of the community in their
bands and in its decision are life and death. No
effort according to my friend should be made to
instruct the young religiously which is not pre-
faced with this atiempt. This is giviag the
church a position that the Bible does not give
it'5 that our articles do not give i, and that ]
never have consented to give it. I bave en-
deavored for a number of years to preach the
gespel. I bave during the last twelve years
baptized a number of persons, but I never asked
a chuich to allow me to baptize, 1 have higher
authority for both preaching and baptizing than
any church in the vealm can give. So also 1
labor some in a Sabbath School, but I never
asked a chyrch for permission. I have bighar
than church autbority for teaching. To argue
that discord and disaffection being found in lo-
calities where religious labors are pe :
and that some church members being offended
at the individual efforts of other members to do

shonld cease, would have been urged againet
Christ's labors with as much propriety; and with
% litle success. Was Jobn Bunysa doing

Is there any statement in this{

would give the church a sort of eclat, and invest |

%

to desist when disorder and division sprung
up?

Had John Wesley a right to wait till he ob-
tained the sanction of the church to preach the
spirituality of christianity, and was his acting
without the authority ot the church a sin ?

Did Luther sin when be preached justifica-
tion by faith in Christ, which the churck did not
Approbate, but raised a noise and tumalt
about ? i

~Was Robert Raikes wrong in gathering on
the Sabbath a few children and instructing them

‘without first getting authority from the cAurch

1 koow no greater curse to any community than
a dead church arrogating to itself perogatives
and powers that belong to God only. Anditisa
little astonishing that under the gaspel dispen-
sation we see more of this than under the Law.
And that the examples the popish church and
ber connections furnish us, of this tyranoy and
corruption so disgusting to . enlightened piety
bas not cured all of a terdency to like

 assumption.

~ Let the church prosecute its mission of mutual
encouragement, of-love and good will towards
mankind. Let it bave one or a dozen Sabbath
Schools if it wishes. But let it not be covetous
of powers not intended for it. Let it not stero-
type progress mor attempt to hinder any from
doing good, because he does not first obtain
special church authority.

The active members of any church are fully
enough burdened.with the infirmities of the in-
dolent. And there is no just reason why they
should act, only as they will, for the welfare of
the community. Further as respects authority,
no true church -of Christ isa legislative body.
The business ‘of the whole church in both its
officers and members, is not to'legislate, but to
comply with Christ's legislation, and make that
known to all mankind, With best wishes for a
“ Sabbath School Worker,”” and for Sabbath
Schools,

I'femain, fraternally yours,

W. G. Goucazg.
Hebron, Yarmouth, May 22nd, 1865.

For the Christian Messenger.
Have you been baptized?

Perbaps, I ought first to ask—do you believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ ?  Because only be.
lievers have a'seriptural title to that holy, ardin-
ance. ‘Haye you 'rectived God%s message of
mercy ? Are you resting on the finished work
of the Lord Jesus Christ glone for your accept-
ance with God, for the pardon of your sine, and
for your adaiission to heaven when you die ?
Do you really love the Saviour ? 1If so, do you
keep His commandments ? Not selecting some
of them ; but taking them all, and waking them
the rule of your life. He instituted the ordin-
ance of baptism, or the immersion of believers
in water, on a profession of their faith, in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. He was baptized Himself, leaving
us an example that we should follow in His
steps.

Now, if you are a believer, if you are build-
ing your bope of salvation on the Person and
work of Christ, if you really love Him, you
ought to obey Him ; and you ought to obey Him
promptly, cheerfully and with full purpose of
heart. If you are really a believer and are not
baptized, you are slighting one of the holy in-
stitutions of the S-viour, and you are despising
the example He bas set you. Whatever Jesus
did, as eur example, was good ; whatever He
commanded us to do, was good ; it you carefully
and prayerfully read the word, without preju-
dice, you will see that you ought to be baptized ;
and if you know how to do good, and do it not
to you it is siv, James iv. 17. This is God's
own testimony ; and can you indulge the thought
of living in sin, and yet hope for acceptance and
hovor at the last ? ' Can you expect fo be re-
ceived with “ Well done, good and faithful
servaut,” if you know your Master's will and
doit mot? Are you at liberty 1o trifle with
God's word, to reject His ordinance, to refuse
obedience 10 His will, and to turn aside from
tollowing Him who is your Leader ? Seriously
(hink over this subject.

Baptism was not intended for uncomscious
babes, but for intelligent believers ; it is not left
to their option, bat it is erforced by the autho.
rity of God; and it is 2 solemn declaration of
the. Aposties—* Every one of us must give ac-
{oouns of himself to God”” What account can

good, is a sufficient reason why those efforts we: give for meglecting this holy ordisance ?

Can’ you say, you never heard of it? It is
clearly revealed in the bible. Can you say, you

wrong, because be preached 'witbout the same:

particular visible church of Christ is 8 number
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not ‘to trifle with' this command of Jesus, nor:
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with any other, but * arise' and be baptized,
calling on the name of the Lord.”
NarioNar Baptist, -

For the Christian Messenger.

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.
By Rev. CaarLxs Turper, D. D.
CHAPTER V.
LABORS WHILE AN EVANGELIST.
(No. 2.) \

At the time of my labor%ng in Parrsborough
and adjacent places thére were very few schools
in that region, and these were generally of quite
an inferior order. To aid young people in ac-
quiring l2arning sufficient to enable them to read
the Scriptares I devoted time frequently to
give them lessons of instruction. ’

At Five Islands there was a school kept—it
can scarcely be said tawght—by a Mr. 8. an
aged man, and quite incompetent. When the
time for which he had been employed wes near-
ly expired, a man much better qualified request-
ed me to assist him in getting a school there.
Though the change appeared to me highly dé-
sirable, yet I deemed it requisite to adopt &

| course manifestly honorablé ; and therefore first

inquired of Mr. 8.if he intended to teach any
longer than the term for which he was engaged.
He said that be bad no desire to teach any
longer. 1 then accompanied the applicant to
some bouses, and informed the people what their
present teacher said.

Soon after this a report became current that
my statement was untrue. On meeting Mr. 8.
I spoke to him of it, when he abruptly cbarged
me with falsehood. As every thing of that na-
ture was held in deep abhorrence by me, such a

1 charge naturally ey:ited me strongly. Putting

my band to my facé, I perceived so much warmth
as led me to judge it unsafe to give utterance to
my feelings; and therefore remarking, that * we
would not quarrel, for I wonld bave no conten-
tion with any man,’ I passed on. Subsequently
notice was given me of a meeting appointed to
investigate this matter, with a reqhest for me fo
attend it. Some of my friends advised me not
to go, alleging that my enemies were -endeavor-
ing to get an accusation against me. To me,
however, it was evident that my refusal or neg-
lect to attend would be regarded as a conflrma-
tion of the charge. When a number of people
bad assembled at the time and place appointed,
I remarked that we bad met on an important
occasion, and it was proper for us to seek divige
guidance ; and, turning to a ruling Elder, who
seemed to be informally presiding, requested
| bim to read a portion of Scriptare and pray.
Oun his referring the proposal back to me, I
read the twelfth chapter of Romans, and en-
gaged in prayer. In reply to my inquiry, What
was the charge preferred against me ? it was
alleged that 1 bad said Mr. 8. told me ¢ he was
determined not to teach there any longer than
the time agreed for.” The only witness on whose
testimony this was said to rest, was then called
forward. She testified that she heard me say,

Mr. S. told me he was not determined to teach
there any longer than the time agreed for.’
i Upou this I asked bim, if ] was not authorized
to make this sta'ement? He at once admitted
that it was perfectly correct ; and declared him-
self fully sa isfied. The matter was thus ami-
| cably adjurted ; and we shook hands in token of
friendship.

This event taught me an important lesson,
which it would be well for many others to learn
and remember, namely, the great liability there
i3 of misnnderstanding, and consequently of pre-
ferring groundless charges of falsehood. In this
case the charge proceeded wholly from the mis-
placing of cne word, by some person, in report-
ing my remark—* determined not, for not de-
termived. By equally trivial means, through
inaccuryey of expression, misunderstanding, for-
petfulness, &c. undoubtedly many persons have

were nevet warved not to neglect it ? Then 1 :}ovtm i
solewaly, warn you, in the name of that God 'to 8o so

been unjustly accused of falsehood ; and most
pernicious contentions bave arisén in fawilies. in
neighborhoods, in churches, among diﬂ'm::}‘.
nominations, and even between nations. dn
such cases a timely and pacifie explanation
might bave prevented incalculablé evils.

Many years after the occurrence of the event
now recorded, when 1 was endb.vorin‘ {0 re-
store peace in a Charch distracted by strife,
arising, as was evident to me, from misappre-
heasion, oue of the members expressed surprise
that, while be regarded me as an unusually cor-
rect man, viry few were as ready to make al-

before whom you must soon stand ; I waen you frequently, are ordinarily most coufident that




