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w~ted.to.make them so ? - He had no hesitation in
saying that ,aﬂ thcse engaged in the manufacture
“a eai
]

B v
-character and’ _
“to bave this bill referred 10 a select  committee

.- It would not be @ novelty either, for they were
 im successful

. 'serious ones had come under his own observa-
. tion) who required to be treated in an establish- |

' objection to the clause upon the ground that it
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- veisive of ‘all the rights of property.

- sessment unanimously, and some said afterwards

.+ or they woukl ot have placed them in the law.

- that ex post facto |
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ting * liquorg, were doing a
ﬁﬂy,?J :ﬁnér bow high their
irion might be. He wou'd like

50 that those more immedintely interested in
it might have an opportunity of showing the
pecessity for it.

Hon. Atty. Gen. said if this bill was calculat-
ed 10 improve the condition of the unfortunate
class to whow it 'had reference, he would be in-
clined -to give it his assistance. 'He did not
thick the Province was in a position to erect a
separate Asylum, but as it was the intention to
en'ia?ge the Lonatic Asylom, there wight be a
separate ward set apart for these unfortunates,
who, no doubt, required the same treatment as
other lunatics. :

Mr. Miller was happy to hear the remarks of
the - Attorney 'General. He thought an -
stitution of this kind was quite indispensable.

ration in the United States.
There was no doubt that there were a large
aumber of persous in this country (one or two

ment such as that contemplated -in-the bill, and
he hoped the subject would receive the favor-
able consideration of the IHouse. i

Mr. Tobin did not know how the idea ot the
hon. member lor Annapolis, to tax those who
deal in the article, woud work,—he rather
thought that it rhey did it would be found that
the consumers after a:l would be the ones who
would have to pay. He, for one, weuld rejoice
if anything could be done for this untortunate
class, who were incapable of taking care of
themsclves or their property,—and it this bill
afforded a feasible mode of accomplishing that
ohject it deserved the consideration of the
House.

Hon. Atty. Gen. laid on the table an estimate
of the militia servive for the year erding Sept.
30:h, 1865—the amount being about $80,000.
Reterred to militia commi tee.

The Schoot Law.—Hon. Atty. Gen., on mov- |
ing the adjourned debate, eaid the leader of the
Opposition had misconstrued what he said con-
cerning an ex post facto law. This bill was no
more ez post facto than most of the cases re-
fered to. The hon. gentleman based his cliet

rawsed liabilities where none sach existed. The
moment the majority of a.scbool section decid-
ed 10 support a school by assessment, (he liabili-
ty of a party for a proportion of that assessment
was maie. The clause applies to sections where
the schools have been established, and all the
benefits contemplated by the law have been
received. It, therefore, an individual recédives
value lor what he is asecssed, it is but right he
should pay for it. Therefore, there is no in-
justice in the case. Technical objections are
not encouraged in courts of law or in legisla-
tures, and when mere technical objections inter-
fere with the carrying out the provisions of the
law, it is ti e duty of the Legislature to remove
the difficulty. If the legislation that is now
askcd for takes place, if wiill be but carrying
out the law.

Mr. Archibald said if the Hon. Attorney
General is willing to say that he exempts from
the operation of this act all thuse c¢ases where
sufficicnt notice was not given, I will po with
bim. If the Attorney General would alter the
bill so far'as to say that wher= the inspectors
bave given due notice—where the people knew
the.meeting was to be beld—where a’ majority
bave united on assessment, then no one cou'd
ccmplain. e considered that the principle
which lies at the foundation of this bill is sub-

|

Hon. Atty. Gen. could not understand how
the hon. member can vphold the principle that
when a man obtains all the bencfiv the law in-
tended be should bave, he should be exempt
through ' rome litile mietrke or irregularity.
Does not he kmow that his povernment came

in and declared the city of ifalitax liable for |-

the $100,000 and a large sum for interest be-
side, though the question was in litigation ?
Was not that ex post faclto legislation in tact ?
It was placing the Legislature in the position of
a court of law, and doing away with the otjec-
tion that the city might raise to the paywent ot
the money. It was going a great deal further
than is now attempted under the present bi)'.
There are cases where every man in the district
knew of the meeting, where they agreed to as-

that the proceedings were not regular. Jf the
words are not sufficiently definite in the bill, he
had no objection to altering them in ‘Commit tee.

Mr. 5. Compb-ll said the hon. member tells
us that the education act impos-d liabilities up-
ou parties, and that the ot bill is ouly in-
tendel to entorve them. He diffcred from bim
totally. “Ihe act cnly imposed liabilities sub-
modo, and that is the distinetion which he has
lost sight of altogether. There were no liabili-
ties he conte , if the requisities of the law
were pot complied with,

The Legisiature considered that there was
something substantial in thesetechnical objections

Again, if you make a man pav one pound when
be is not by law liable for one penny, is not
legislation ? The bon. mem-
ber shakes his head, but | wish he would shake
nnetbu.lg out ‘of it. If there is nothing in
there objeéctions—if they are only technival and
not.subsrantial, what is the meaning of the leg-
aliging act'? - What is the necessity of it ?
Hon. Atty. Gen. said all that we wish to
do is to carry out the law, and protect public
oflicers who have endeavoured to "
EaTan
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any means cf redress, The people should be

subject we must do #0 in that

eaid, in’ dealing with this
manuer !
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ur may seem-best calculated to eflect the:

ficulties nmow existing in many of eur schoo

the principle of assessment vhan any ot
his greatest fault with the act was, that it did
not go far enough. As to the

a retrospective «fl ct, it will bave an_ ez post
facto operation. It is, however, admitted that

countries having civilized governments.

The bill betore the house has an ex paost facto
oj-eratlion as far as the technicaiities of the act
of last ,session are concerned, but as to the
¢piric and real and plain intention of this act it
bas not. :

The notices given by the committee of Public
Instruction had full publicity in_ the Royal
Gazette and the press as much as any one of the
laws on our statute book, and none could by any
possibility have misunderstood h's situation and
cbligations under the law. 1 think thisis a fitt
ing case for the exercise of this mode of legs-
lation ; and that while the cause of educations
will be much bencfitted the 'egal rights of in-
dividuals are not unequally affected,

Hon. Mr. McFarlave said that this question
has pever been ireated in a political aspect. |
In his own county the strongest advocates ol
the bill were in the ranks of the Liberal party.
All that this Legislature is asked to do is to
protect individuals who on the faith of the law
of last session entered into engagements. Are
we to say that owing to some insignificant tech-
nicality the spirit and intention of the law is
to be evaded, and parties who incurred respon-
sibilities in gcod faith are to be made hable,
whilst the parties who bave received all the
benefits ofthe school to which they ‘were en-
titl. d under the statote are to pay no hing. I
frankly admit to the hon. member tor Colchester
that the law has operated hard'y upon some in-
dividuals, but that will be remedied by the bill
now on the table.” 1 believe if you retuse 1o le-

alize the proceedings taken under the act of
ast session, you will plunge the people into an.
awonunt of trouble and difficul'y that we now
bardly estimate.

Mr Kaulback was surprised at the argu
ments advanced by honoialle gentlemen
posing the bill, In carrying out the law it has
been found that by some wmere technical omis-
sion parties might escape the effects of their
own acts, and where they had, by a majority at
tbe meetings, opened schools and ap; ointed
trustees, who had contracted and made them
selves personally liable for salaries of teachers
and other expense, they might oblige the trus
tees to pay it out of their own pockets without

obliged to keep the engagements they bave
made, and it is our duty 1o protect and indem-
nily those who, through no fault of their own,
entered into obligations in full faith and confi-
dence in the power of the law 10 save them
hatmless. We mast not and will not, 1 am
suré, aliow any persons to suffer through any
impotency in our legislation. The hon. leader
of the opposition styl: this bill arbitrary and
tyrannical—on the contrary, | believe, did we
re use this present bill we would then be gcting
arbitrary and tyrannical.

The Council of Public Instruction, which is
the Government cf the day, have, 1 think,
rightty directed the proper steps to carry oul
the law, and we would fail in our duty did we
not support them in legalizing those acts and
the pledges they bave made to the people. |

Mr. Archibald defended the case reterred to
by the hon. r cmber tcr Cumberland, of the
township of Granville. 1 admit that where
persons have honestly incurred obiigations on
the faith of the law being carried out, rome re-
medy should be provided. 1 am not quite sure,
however, whether the obligations of trustees, in-
formally appointed, assuming (o act under the
law, can be enforced. ‘

Mr. Tobin.—As the lawyers have so far had
the batile all to themselves, thought that it is
time for the laymen to stepuin.  He considercd
it the duty of the house to give cffect to the
law, and to enable its provisions to be canied
out, even if it has t be done by & bill retros
peciive in its character. A great many scc-
tions the provisions of the law have not been
complied with at all, and the effect will be that

many childrén will be deprived of 1he means ot |’

education for the next six months, unless the
legislature steps in end affords them facilities
for availing themselves cf the law.

Mr. Blanchard said it might be all very well
for bon. gentlemen, after taking advantage of
the opinions of the lawyers, to profess to seout.
them atterwards, but that is not exactly the fair
coursg to jursue. lle was aware bat in seme
cases private rights must submit 10 the puldic
pood, and 1bat all laws are passed tor the wel
fare of the whele communiiy ; but that  prinei-
ple did not apply to the present case, aml he
should therelore feel it his duty to vote against
this bill. : :

Mr. McLelan bad no doubt that the principal
reason why this bill has not been cml!glout is
because Kublic inion fias been turp.d against
it, and the are SO0 convincee taat it 18
unjust in i's operations they will bave nothing
to do wirth it. and should against it.

Hon. Mr. Shannon believed every body knew
the difficulties experienced in endeavoring to
carry oot a pew act,  Even with all the gu
and ¢heck< with which the act of last session
had been sarrounded, it was found that great

irregularitivs bad ouru No doubt many ot
these were owing 1o 1he %ﬁu coming, *;g‘uo
omnh» 80 soou ss OUct. _There were so

things to be done be '
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Lon. Prow.

Hawilion, Jost,

| tthe great-“in “many ‘instances the time was allowed to
est amount of public good, and thus set the dil-! pass by,  And yet, potwitbstanding the disad-
‘ ' existing || vantageous circumstances connected with the
sections at"fest. The bon. leader of the op-j introdaction of the weasure, it was sui prising
ition, when the bill was introduced into the {in how many instances good schools bhad been
Y;:use last winter, went further in support. of | established and were in successtuloperation. In
, L«r geny | some sections the people would have been de-

tlvman, and made uvse of the expression that },p,r'gsed of schools altogether, having neglected
to adopt measures in the time appointed for the
present bi'l, be|'preliminary meetings to be held., Jo meet
must admit, as a lawyer, that as part of it has|cases tike these government bad issued the no:
tick authorizing them to go on, and iniimating
that the legislature would be applied to to legal-
there is such a species of legislation in all|ize the proceedings. 1f the bill was objecrionable
"in somoe of ita details thar conld be Yemedted in
committee. Upon the motion being made'to refer
the: bill to a. committee of the whole house,
there appeared for the motion 27 ; against, 17,
For.—Messrs, Pryvor, MacFarlane, Allison
More, Kaulback, Killam, McKay, [lamilton, D.
Fraser, Churchili, Lawrence, J. Campbell, Le
Vieesconte, Tobin, McDounell, ‘Donkin, Jost,
Hill, Longiey, Shanron McKinnon, Cowie,
Caldwell, King, Colin Campbell, Prov. Secy.,
Atty. General. ‘
A’gainst-—bfesm. Locke, Ray, Hefferman,
Balicom, Bul, G. S. Brown. Parker, Mitler, Mc
Lelan, Robertson, Biackwood, Stewart Camp-
bell, Blanchard, P. Swyth, Ross, Robichau,
Architald.

WebpxEespAY, March 15th.

Petitions were presented by Mr. Bourinot,
Mr. Cowie, Mr. Doukin, Mr. Parker, |
Smyth, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. G. S Browh, Mr
Jost, Mr. I’. Swith, Hon. Atty. Gen , M¢. Blan-
chard, and Mr. Miller on various subjects.

Hon. Mr. Shannon, from the Record commis-
sion, reported in favor of the pablication of the
Public 1 ocuments in a single octavo voloow,
under the superintendence of Mr. Aikins.—They
recommended that 1000 volumes be published,
as fully 800 will be casilysold ar a doilar a piece,
since they will contain an awount of informa
tion that will be very valuable. The report was
received and adopted. _

A wmessage was received from the Legislative
Council stating that. they had agreed to-a bill
turther to amend the act for the-erection of a
a Court llouse:apd jail in Yarmouth, and also
to a bill 1o legadize asseesuient rolls in Lunen-
burg. - -
Sec. laid on the table a copy of a
a letter from' His Lordship the Bishop of Nova
proposed sale of School
Lapds. His Lordship asks that no steps be tak-
en in this wma ter for the present. 3
Hon. Mr. Shanron from the Committee on
Private Bills, reported several.
Free Grants for aged Teuchers.—Mr. Miller
presented vhe pefition of an aged teacher, pray-
wg for a free grant of land.
After some discussion in reference to these
granis, Mr. Miller moved the tollowing resolu-
tion,
 Resolved, That all teachers who shall have
oeen engaged in the employment for 20 years
up'to the month of March, 1864, shall be en-
titled 1o a free grant of land, under the usual
checks and guarda.”

Hon Mr. Shannon moved in amen’ment—

* Resulved, That this House considers that the
policy of giving free grants should be discon-
tinued."”
He believed that unless the Ilouse came to
such a determination the number of peritions
would accumvulate every year,
teink it likely that men who were engaged in
teaching all rheir lives would go into the forest
and cul ivate the land.

Mr. Archibald stated that it was his opinion
that we should provide some fund from which
rchool teachers in old age and infirmity could
derive a small annuity.
was made in the States and Canada, and would
be an intivitely greater boon to the teachers
than a tract of land which could be ot liitle use
to them.

Mr. Yobin was favorabl: to any policy that
opened up our wild lands 1o culiivation.

Mr. Archibald would e ready to grant these
lands if there was any guarautee that they would
be really culiivated. |

Oon a division, the amendment moved by
Hon. Mr Shaunon was lost by 17 to 29.

Yeas—Pryor, Alison, [leffernar, Hatfield,
. 8. Brown, Robertsan, Locke, Archibald, Mc-
Farlane, Longley, Shannon, McKinnon, Cowie,
Robicheau, John Camwptell, King, Hill.

Against—Kilam, Parker, McKay, Churchill,
Doukin, Ray, .Lawrence, Donald
Whitman, More, Kaulback, LeVesconte, Tobin,
Miller, McLean,
Blanchard, Biackwood, Stewart Campbell, Bal
vam, Roes, P, Smyth, Anuand, Attorney Geve-

Scotia relavive to the

Bourinot,

A similar provision

ral, U'rovincial Seccietary.

Atter some further discussion, the original
motion passed by a vote ol 27 te 14. |
Mr. Mclelan erquired when the Govern-
ment would be prepared to lay upon the table
the info: mation asked for by him, relating to the
xonstruction of 4 railioad to Anuapolis sod New

Brunswick,

lle did not

Fraser, Bill,

Mr. P,

1| August.

26, whilst easterly to the same there are only 17,
tho:gh the latter is by far the longer dintancs. .
Hon, Fin. Becy. said that therv was certainly
a great disparity between the Eastern and We .
ern coasts, but thiz year we were going to hag
a light hotse on Greep lsland, and a stea
whistle at Canberry Head, Canso, iy
Hon: Prov. B,ec{ laid on: the tab'e copies: of
correspondence relat
of the Licut Governer, .
Hon. Prov. Secy. announced that it was tly

to bring in a bill to provide the same salary.for

merly allowed. ® st

Mr. Colin Campbell presented a petition from
150 inbatitants of Weymouth, against Confed «
ration.
Mr. Bill presented a petition from a numbey
of 1atepayers of Cprpqﬂ{s,prayin that tha
proceediugs of a certain school district' in thas
locality may be legalized. )

took up the bill to- amend, an. in addition: e
chap. R. 8. « of Public Instruction,” and 10 1ati-
ty and confirm procedings thereunder.
Upon the reading of the fiest « lause, Mr. Mo-
Lelan enquired what difficulty there would be'in.
making ‘the new bill which bad been introduced,
aprly*on the 1st May. : =
fon. Prov. Sec. replied that engagementy
had bren made which would not terminate until
Besides that great inconveniency
would result trom baving two systems in opera-
tion in the same county at the same time.
Mr. 8. Campeell enquired whether it was in
tended in case there were omly two schools
established under the act in a dstrict, to divide
the whole grant between them ? .
Hon. Prov. Secy. could bardly imagine such &
case could exist. :
Mr. 8. Campbell—It will be the case in the
district of Guysboro. There were only twe
schoos there now, where there used to be
thirty. »
Mi. Locke—1In Shelburne there will not be
more than laur.
. Mr. Biackwood said there would be about
the same number in his district, ‘
Hon. Prov. Secy: said the hon. member for
Guysboro, as a lawyer, ought to know that the
covernment had pothing to do in the matten,
The board of school commissioners disiribat

they would do it in the most liberal manner.-
Mr. Archibald again expressed the bope thad
the Government would strike out of rhe bill all
the clauses except those that legalized pasy
proceedings, and add a clause or two to the
main bill to provide for the ncxt six months.
Mr. Miller differed from the wember for
Colchester in his opinion that it would .be
more advisable to embody-in the maia bill,
what was only intended to be temporary in
its nature. There were other clauses of the
bill very objectionallein their character,” The
powers conferred upon Trustees, in the  8th
clause, to determine the sites of school bo

he considered mcst arbitrary. Another” clause
gives the Trustees power to assess the district to
any extent, at their own discretion.  ile knew
of no more simple mode to provide for the nexs
six wonths th-n voluntary subscription, and be
should therefore vote for the amendment of the
wember for Inverness to that effeet. .
Hon. Prov. See. could not see much diffes
ence between the course proposed by the meme
ber for Inverness and this biﬁm His olject wae
to enable the people to adopt the voluutary syse
tem for the next six months, that was open 1o
thems under the present law. Jle did not sup.
pose anybody wished to deprive:the people of
the right they had enjoyed for the last twenty
years, of adopting the assessnent pronciple of
they preferred it, one of the wiost serious dife
ficultivs in carrying out the bill was 1o provide
sufficient accomodation for the enlarged numbge
of pupils who atiended under the systew of freq
schools, and the object of this bill was instead
of levying a tax at once for a sufficicut sum tp

tees to borrow mone:, and to spread the usseew
ment over reveral years, thus wmaking it bear
wore ligh'ly upon the inhabirants, |

vent the main bill trom coming into operation
on the first of May,

Mr. Arcbibald raid let them settle the policy
of the main ti'l first, and then return to 1his.

Hon. Atty. Geol did not think thi» bifl bad
been treated in a proper manner by those whe
had voted for the principle of last year's bilk
He did not expect the member for Colches
ter would bave divided the the Houre vpem
the second reading. I¢ was impossible to
ply the machinery of the new bill on the first

wents have been made vnder the existing law
for the whole year, and in some cases subscrip-
tions have been paid, and obligations assnmed
gentlemen could suggest any berter wode of acs

was to provide the people with the means of

Hon. Prov. Secy. said it would be done at an | edueation for the next six months.

early day.
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Light Houses —Mr. Baleam referred to a pe-|ment. T
tition ol last year relative for the gonstruction | useless.
ot a light ‘house at Jedd
the great necessity that existed for
tion of such a ‘g’ house at the dangerous
ledges in thar lo aliy.

M:. Blanchard wko advocsted the construc-|trary to the wiches ot ‘the peopl

tion of a light at that peint, &nd alluded to the!
fact that fvoms thee
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intention of the Government at an early day'.

the Governor's Piivate Secretary as was foé-__ :
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the monv{ under the law, and he had ro doubs

crect suitable school houses, to exatile the trage

Mr. McLelan could not sec what was to pres.

of May, because in. wany scctions arrange

for the whole year. ke would be happy it eny :
complishing the object be had in view, whick
Mr. MacDonnell 'would like 1o ask the Prov.
Sec. whether a single echocl bad Luen establish
have eujogcd tor the last 20 years of ’Q"
Mr. Parker expreseed his opinion 'that'the
consirue- | bill now before the house was onls going 39.};.'.; |
d bill which he 1hought was cot
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