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Nothing is lost. 

Where is the snow ? 
"Tis not long ago 

- It covered the earth with a veil of white; 
We heard not its footstepsssoft and light, 
Yet there it was in the morning bright; 

Now it hath vanished away {rom sight. 
Not a trace remains 
In fields or lanes. 

Where is the frost ? 
They are gone and lost— 5 

The forms of beauty last night it made. 
With pictures rare were windows arrayed ; 

« Be silent,” it said ; the brook obeyed. 

Yet silence and pictures ail did fade. 
At the smile of the sun 
All was undone. 

Where is the rain? 
Patting it came, 

Dancing along with a merry sound. 

A grassy bed in the fields it found; 
Each drop cane on the roof with a bound. 

Where is the rain? It hath left the ground. 
What good bath i: done, 

Gone away so soon ? 

Ever, ever 
Our best endeavor 

Seemeth to fall like the melted snow. 
We work out our thoughts wisely and slow ; 

‘I'he seed we sow, but it will not grow. 

Our hopes, our resolves—where do they go ? 
What doth remain ? 
Memory and pain. 

Nothing is lost— 
No suow nor frost 

Taat come to enrich the earth agaiw. - 

We thank them when the ripening grain 
1s waving over the hill and plain, 
And the pleasant rain springs from earth again. 

All endeth in good— 
Water and food. 

Never despair : 
Dissappointment bear. y 

Though hope seemeih-vain, be patient st.ll ; 

Thy good intents God doth fulfil. 
Thy band is weak ; His powerful will 
1s finishing thy life- work still. 

The good endeavor 
1s lost—ah ! never. 

— Christian Treasury. 

[From the London Baptist Magazine.) 
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THOUGHTS ON INSPIRATION. 

BY ‘THE REV, J. M. CRAMP, D. D. 

Acadia College, Nova Scotia, 

(Conecluded.) 

Mau is exceedingly fond of framing plans 
for Ged, and prescribing to Him wodes ‘of 
action. He even affects to worder that Ais 
methods of procedure bave not been adopted. 

The eocnstruciion of the divine law-book of 

Christianity does not please him. He would 
have shaped it differently. It would have 
conse forth in all the vegular, formal propor 

tions of a 8 wherein each topic might 
be found in'its owa plage; and nowhere'else ; 
History, doctrine, discipline, morals, heby, 

“each gocu ying its several piokte, tis very 
“strange, 10 him that we should have. four | 
separate pacratives of the Saviout’s lile-—a 

tragmentary accouat-of the first planting: o! 
- +Christianity— twenty-one cpistles, some to 
* churches, some to individuals—and one baok 

“ot ‘obSéurd visions atid prophecies.’ He' is 
confound Jt {he “apparent ‘wabt of order, 
8007 does iL very extraordisary that’ shah he amply 4 

process of 8 of comparison aod disen $d 
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| aseayed to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit 

‘| amount of information which it has pleased 
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poses. God's way of working out the great 
problem of ivspiration must unquestionably 
be the best. - ie 
The brevity of the sacred historians is very 

remarkable. How much of our Lord's his 
tory, for instance, has been suppressed! Have 
we not often longed for more of His discour- 
bi for a tuller narrative of a life ? 
« Many other signs, truly,” says the le 

Jobo, ¢ did Feich th the Awd of Hibs dis 
ciples which are not written in this book.” 
(John xx. 80.) Why were they not written ? 
‘'h2 historians muss have Anomn a grout deal 
more than they have told ; and besides, it was 
promised that the Holy Spirit would * bring 
all things to their remembrance.” Why, then, 
have they not been recorded? Did not the 
writers desire to record them? Were they 
not anxious that all the * gracious words” 
and benevolent, holy deeds of the Lord Jesus 
should be amply detailed and set forth? How 
was it that they used such compression, and 
omitted so much ? There is only one way, it 
scews to me, of accounting for this strange 
phenomenon. They wrote under restraint: 
As on one nccasion Paul and his companions 

suffered them not” (Acts xvi. 7,) so, when 
tbe authors of the New Testament sat down 
to commit to. writing the wonderful story of 
redemption, they were supernatarally prevent- 
ed from giving the ‘copious details which they 
possessed. ‘The book would have been much 
larger it man bad his will in compiling it. 
But it is ot God's making. We have the 

Him to communicate. And thus the very 
fact that 50 much has been left out serves to 
show that the writers were * moved by the 
Holy Ghost.” 

Another extraordinary circumstance may 
be mentioned. Peter was chosea to introduce 
the gospel both to the. Jews and the Gentiles. 
He stood high among his brethren, as’ he bad 
been the first of the “ first three” in the days 
of the Saviour. But after the meeting at 
Jerusalem (Aets xv.), fwproperly called a 
“ Council,” we hear no more of him, save 
that he wrote one of his letters from ** Baby- 
lon.” And, whes the divine, book was to be 
prepared, kis share in it did not amount to 
one-twelith part of the Apostle Paul's. What 
shall we say tothis? There may. be various 
methods of explaining it; but for my part 1 
cannot help supposing that it is to be traced 
to the divine foreknow 
authority which could hein later ages ascribed 
to Peter, , 1t was determined beforehand that 
tbe sacred book sheuld contain nothing which 
coud warrant such assumptions. Those who 
pleadior Petcr'ssup-emacy cannotfind it in the 
New Testament. If any Apostle appears to 
be the head ot Christianity it: is not Peter, 
but Paul... Noose but Paul wenturedisay, 
# So ordain L in all Churches,” . (See 1 Cor. 

The preceding observations relate chiefly to 
the jezternal proofs of she inspiration of the 
Seriptures. ‘The inferngl proofs are,no less 
swikingly convinging, = naive 

There is a peculiarity. din the atyle of the 
sacred writers which it. is ‘difionlt. so.eharac- 
tgrage. Perhaps we cannpt do betterithan 
#9y again tha’ they wrote as men wha were 
‘*moved by the tlaly Ghost.” Under! that 
influence even their histeriesl jalp as 

ledge of the power and |apost 
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markable. It is just the difference between 
mature thought and childish triviality—be. 
tween a golden and a leaden age—between 
heaven and earth. 

Look also at the antecedents of these wri- 
ters. They were all Jews, originally narrow- 
minded, bigoted, proud ot their exclosive 
rivilégés, holding the Gentiles in contempt. 
n all these fe the Apostle Paal stood 
re-cminent. Judaism was intensified in him. 

‘Examine now the system of Christian truth 
as set forth in the apostolic epistles, What 
spirit-stirring, benign revelations are before 
us! Earthly distinctions are lost sight of. 
The writers think no more of Jews and Gen- 
tiles, Greeks and Barbarians. It is man— 
simple man—ruived man—and all alike 
ruined. And the Church, as they view and 
déscribe it, is one body, composed of believ- 
ers of all nations and classes, baptized into 
the same Spirit, all possessing equal rights, 
and “ membetsone of suother(* * ls there not 
here an utter abnegation of Jewish exclusive- 
ness 7 Whence, too, did these men derive 

those wonderful truths, which they discuss 
with so much ease and familiarity? Who 
unveiled to them God's pred 

the glorious privileges of the adoption—the 
operation of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of 
believers—the mediatorial kingdom of the 
Redeemer, extending to all worlds, all beings, 
aod ull time—and the sublime, dread realities 

of tho future state? Verily, these are ** the 
things of the Bpirit,” which «eye hath not 

seen, nor ear heird, neither have they entered 

into the heart of men;” but God reveled 

them unto these - His servants, and they are 
now inscribed on the immortal page. 

There is another consideration of no small 
moment. The system of the truth contained 
in the apostolic writings is unsusceptible of 
improvement or addition. There have been 
wo discoveries in religion since that time. All 
philosophy has suffered change. Seience al- 
ters every year ; ‘the theories of ome age are 

exploded in the next; the textbooks ot fifty 

years ago are useless now. Bat Christianity 
is the same as when it came’ forth from its 
Founder. It was complete at the very first. 
Subsequent writers have expounded the works 
of tha apostles, but thoy have added nothiog 
to them, —So «lso of worship, government. 
and discipline. © The example of the apostolic 
‘Churches: and the directions given in the 

olid letters are all-sufficient. - Churches 
constituted and governed according ‘to those 
esamples aud directions can exist in all coun- 
tries, aud floupish under every form of eivil 

polity; and in: every state of society. And)P 

the usefulness attending christian euterpr ses 
is slways found to be: ‘proportioned to their 
conformity with New Testament patterns. 
Meddlesome men have interfered in this mat- 
ter. <The simplicity of npostelic arrangements 
displeased them. © They must have more cere- 
mopy, more pomp, more power -Complicat- 
ed litirgiés wére prepared—gaudy proces. 
sions & ‘along the streets—oew offices 
‘were created, new orders idstituted—and fasts 
and fessts’ ‘appointed in abundance. What 

followed?” Withéring~—decay—corruption— 
death. Something ‘has been done in the way 

of“ pétotat’ daring the list “three hundred 
J eats, bit ‘the majority “Of professing Chris- 

&'seill dhere’ ‘to unseriptural polities. 
sped 3 more than human form... a. others ['Weré Is Clifistianity “pow "seed in its most 

vigorous dev@fopient? Is" it not’ in those Jonid have written of miragles as they did. 
to direct the attention of the 

0;a0qther. And if fom, the, histacion we 
d te the epistolary, we with still 

Sar agked manifestations Of what. ie 

oal od, thy heavenly style of wi 
leiters were written by men who 
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ies ; would establish creature worship, 

the laws and arrangements of God. At the 
time of bis writing the letters no one could 
bave anticipated such a lameéntable result. 
All probability was against it. Bat history 
has interpreted the prophecy; and Paul takes 
his place among the prophets. Peter stands 
by his side. (See 2 Peter iii.) And there, 
too, enshromded in mysterious glory, is the 
beloved disciple. 

Although, many facts and arguments remain 
uanoticed, the space already occupied warns 
me to bring these remarks to a close. I trust 
that those who peruse them will be convinced 
that we are not only justified but imperative-- 
ly required to regard the Bible as the pro- 
duction of inspired men, and therefore claim- 
ing our submission and obedience. Besides 
this —avery Christian * hath the witness in 
himself.” The Word of God speaks to his 
heart. Its soothing, consoling, sactifying 
power proclaims the heavenly source from 
which it flows. It is his light in darkness, 
his guide in perplexity, his preservative in 
peril, his solace in tribulation. What could 
he do without his Bible? | 

estinati m—the |... ,, : A wilder 
justitying righteousness of the Lord Jesus— What is the world ?—A wildering maze, 

Where sin hath track'd ten theusand ways, 
Her victims to ensnare ; 

All broad, and winding and aslope, 
All tempting with perfidious hope, 

All ending in ir. 

« Millions of pilgrims throcg those roads, 
Bearing their baubles, or their loads. 

Down to eternal night ;— 
One humble path, that never bends, 
Narrow, and pough; and steep, ascend: 

From dar into light. 

“ Is there a Guide to shew that path? 
The Bible ;—he alone; who bath 

The Bible need not stray : 
Yet he who hath, and will not give 
That heavenly Guide to all that live, 

Himself shall lose the way.” 

Are you in a strait? 

It is possible that you are entangled in the 
meshes of a present difficulty, to the unravel- 
ment of which no clue presents itself, and 
trom which there appearsmo way of escape. 
Human ingenuity is baffled, creature strength 
fails, all earthly means are exhausted, add 
you are at your wit's end. Behold your re- 
medy ; how near, how simple—Go and tell 
Jesus. Take your difficulty, and spread it 
before the Lord. Your appesl to his com- 
passion, and your believing reliance upon his 
romise, will secure on your behalf infinite 
wisdom and omnipotent strength. Listen to 
the divine declaration, simple faith in which 
will raise you above your cironmstanoes, 
« Bébold, [ am théjLiord, the God of all flesh ; 
is anything too Aard for me?’ Then what 
is your ¢ ent, great though it 
be, to Him, * with whom nothing is impossi- 
ble?” lo. s moment, and by a way traos- 
ccnding all your thoughts and conceptious, he 
can * pluck your feet out of the net,” and 
bring you iuto a “large place where there is 
no straitness.” Pore not despondiugly ower 
your obstacles; faint not under your adversi- 
ty; sit not down stunned aod parelysed 
upon the stone of difficulty, asking, ** Who 

will rol} it away 1" .Here is your. effectual 
remady ; ¢titin faith, and you shall be. 
delivered—Go and tell Jesus. 

Many members of temperance societies act: 

a8 if they had d ischarged their whole duty by. 

siep. We protest 
duty in this matiee, 

Lt is too +100 contracted»too nar- 
row, savors too/mach of the spirit of gain. to 

tess to ‘have the world's reformation for their 
|bjoce. The Yeugsge of every empe 
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Vind brighter, till it shall resch the 
maturity of perfect day, 

} Vor. XXX. No. 11, 

snd would enjoin beartaness at Fariahos with . 

agreeing to abstait from the use of intoxioat-- 

| ing liquors, whetéas they hive taken but one 
against such a view of. 

‘be admitted into: thé minds of these who pro-. 

to see that one individual shall 1} :. 
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