86

‘powér ‘to deal with any difficulty <hat might
"arise. ‘ 4

Mr. Douaid Fraser said be observed that the
government of the 'Ubited States and Canada
had adopted all the safeguards in their power,
and if the legistature here could adopt any
measures to the same end, it was exceedingly
desirable that it shodld do'so. He hoped some
steps would be promp‘ly taken.

Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table the report
of the Board of Weorks.

Also a letter addressed to the povernment by
the Secretary of Board of School Commission-
ers for the ¢ity of Halifax Grammar School.

Mr. Annand presented a petition frcm Jed
dore asking such aw alteiation of the Education
Act as to Bustitute assessmext for voluntary sub-
scription.

Alsy, two petitiens from Waverly.

Hon, Mr. Shannon prescoted a petition from
St. Margaret’s Bay on the subject of edycation,
asking the substitution ol assessment for volun-
tary subscription.

Coal Mining Leases—Houn. Att’y General
said he wished to present a petition trom Colo-
sel Sinelair, in relation to a . subject of great
importance, The petition, he said, detailed
several circutnstances which would bring to the
notice of the House the fact that there was a
provision in all the coal-mining leases for their
termination in the year 1886, and the injurious
oneration of thig provision in preventing the‘in-
vestment of British capital in our mires. The
petitioner had been engaed in mining opera-
tiuns near Sydney, Cape Breton, and had made
arrangements for obtaining the necessary capi-
tal in England; all the preliminaries had becu
settled, but when the matter was referred to
sclicitors for their investigation, they reported
that the time was so short that they could not
advise the investinent.

Mr. Archibald said that the matter was one
of very great consequence. The first ditficuity
to be ercountered would be the fact that there
could be no extension of the leases without an
extension of those held by the General Mining
Association. ,

Hon. Prov. Sec. said it was a subject of im-
mense magunitude, and it was clearly the policy
of the legislature to do all in its power fo aid
in the developmenit of the country’s resources.
He confessed that when the correspondence was
fi.st submitted to his notice bis feclings had
been against the application. but on a car ful

_review he kad come to feel that it should receive
a careful consideration from the bouse. It was
_well known that in England notbing was talked
of but a_ninety-nine years lease, and there-
fore wher negotiations came to be opened with
capitalists for an investment in a ‘wenty years

lease, two or three years of which would be re- |

quired to organize aund make the preliminary

rrangements, leaving but fourteen or fifteen
years to run, it was natural they shoull shrink
back. '

Mr. Archibald said the  best interests of our
mining trade, he thought, were concerned In
American capital, and speculators in the United
States had this advantage that their country

* afforded a market for the coal they raised. He
suggested that instead of discussing the question
in the manner proposed, the house go into com-
mitte of the whole on the present state of the
Province.

Hon. Atty. General acquiesced in the pro-
position and promised to bring forward a re:olu-
tion on the iollowing day.

tion oD the s—\:alﬂaject’ whigﬁ“dx‘ightfgiv'e the House

- after-dmner SI)E"('h, and that therefore, there

Mr. Tobin said it was necessary to deal with
the question in a liberal spirit j—capital might |
be odvantaceously obtained in Kngiand, be
thought, for mining undertakings, but England
was not our market, and the United States must
be looked to for the consumption.

WEDNESDAY, March 7th.

_Four D'etitions were presented by Mr. Bouri-
not, two by Mr. Locke, four by Mr. Towneend,
and one each by Mr. Heffernan, Mr. Cowie and
Mr. Jas. Fraser, and two each by Mr. Hebb and
M:r. Allison,

Mr. Donald Fraser presented a petition from
merchants, shipowners, and others, of Pictou and
New Glasgow, on the subject of the laws relat-

ing to pilots, signed by 100 persons, 50 of whom '

wore s ipowners, and including the directors
of three Ineurance Companies.

Mr. Miller said that in 1864, the existing law
was passed by an overwhelming majority, and
in 1865 it was retaiped by a vote of 33 to 12,
and that more than a thousand signatures
could be obtained to a contrary petition through-
out the country. There were 3G0 or 400 ship-
owners opp to the al eration im bis county
alone.

‘Mr. Archibald said that bis own judgment

. had gone a long way with the hon. member for

Ricbmond last year, but his views were changed |

to a great extent by facts which bad cowme to
bis knowledge since.

- cided to take it down.

Mr. D. Fraser obtained Jeave to bringin a
‘mﬂ, in accbrdance with the prayer of t%e pe-
1100,
Petitions were presented by Mr. Hill and Mr.
S. McDonpell, oue of which had 453 signatures
on the subject of Confederation. |
Mr. ‘Annsod “brought to' the notice of the
Hoase a paragraph in ‘the n of the govera-
ment, the Colonist, which he thaotight requ red an
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and country to understand what was meant by
(he significant rematks of the Canadian states-
man.  He would also like to know whether the
aovernment were prepared to state if Confede-
ration was to take place without consulting the
House or without teing referred to the people
of this country. ,

‘1lon. Prov. Sec'y said he thought it rather
a curious course fo ask for an explapation
of speeches mada at a public dinner in angther
province. The hon. gentleman must certainly
be atiempting a joke at the expense of the ad-
ministration when he ‘propounded such a ques-
tior, and asked them to give an explicit answer.
As respects the position of the question of Con-
federation, it was alnicst unpecessary to say
much to the House. As every gentleman was
aware, it had not at any time becn brought for-
ward s a Goveramment measure. Inasmuch as
the Government bad obtained the services: and
co-aperation of leading gentlemen of the Oppo-
sition, they could not bring forward the subject
in a party aspect. He bad no hesitation in say-
ing that whilst he believed that the scheme of
Union as devised at Quebee was of vast and vi:
tal importance to British North Ametica—and
to 16 portion of it more than to Nova Scotia—
yvet, under existing circumstances, he considered
that the question was in that condition that 1t
¢ould not be dealt with practically. It was ob-
vious that whilst New Brunswick assumed such
an attitude, Nova Sco'ia, however favorable to
Union, could not stirin the matter. When the
Legislature was calicd togetber on the present
occasion, the circumstances that existed last
year still continuel, and it would be altogether
futile tor Nova Scotia to nhiove at present.
Should the time come when the question could
be taken up. not as a hypothetical measure, but
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the powgi: to ‘re,c'evi_ve. Fiﬁy were discharged, 'be introduced, stating Qﬁat be had never known

contract, and the wark is being vigorously for-

additional patients.

with the best of these institutions:
" Hon. Prov. Sec laid on the table a copy of
correspondence relative to foreign trade.

the wanagement of the Provincial Penitentiagy.
The want of a system of classification and.oth-

visited that institution.

of the Penitentiary bad beea very different
Solicitor General and Hon. Mr. Shannon, had

had existed, and preparing rules for its manage-
ment. As for the silence system and the system
of classification, the character of the building

the Government bad ,been called also to the de-
ficiency in the supply of water. ~ An engincer
had been sent down, and measures had been
taken which, it was boped, would remedy' the
evil. - The number of inmates bad been largely
increased by prisoners being sent there by the
military authorities and by the civic courts, and
while a great deal of improvement Lad been re-
commended and had “been carried out, very
great, aund indeed nsurmountable difficulties

in a definite, prctieal shape, it would be-quite

time enonch tor the Government to declare‘their r‘s that proiwosed list year.
I

policy. He bad never shrunk from expressing
his opinions fully and explicitly whenever this
areat question had come vp.  He coald not un-
derstand 1he position of the hon. member for
Last Halitax, who declared himself opposed to
the scheme of Union, and vet at the same time
exhibited such a strong anxiety to bring the
question 10 the noiice of the Houve.

“Mr. 8. Cawpbel said that the hon. Provincial
Secretary bad exercised some ingeruity In as-
serting that the statement in question Wwas an

was fo reliance to be placed upon it. He conld
not anderstand the argnment of the Provincial
Secretary in respect to New Brunswick. Wtat
bad that Province to do with Nova Scotia? We
were able to attend to our own affairs, indepen-
dent of the aetion of any other Colony, the
Provineial Secretary had not given an answer
10'the question put to him by the hon. member
for Kast Halifax, namely— Whetber it was the
intention of . the Government to force the mea-
sure upon the House and country, withcut an
appeal to the people ?

on. Prov. Secretary said he was glad
that the hon. member for Guoisboro had
called his attention to'd question which he bad
torgotten to answer. He would wit! oat besita-
tion say that the Government would not be a
party to any action outside of the Legislature
that would interfere with the constitution of the
country.

Mr. Annand asked the Provincial Secretary
to'explain the fact, that he bad not carried out
the pledge be bad made to his colleagues at
Quebee—that be would .subwit this question to
the House and country.
Provincia! Secretary was shirking the question
wher he should deal with it manfully—be pre-
pared to stand or fail upon it.

Hon. Atto ney General sail ii was difficult to
anderstand how the hon. member for Guysboro’
could show the House that this Province might
gtir in the matter of union iodependent of the
action of New Bruntwick. A glance at the map,
and the respective geographical positicns of the
Provinces of British North Awerica, would be

aonfficient answer to any reasonable man. If

New Brunswick erected a barrier between Nova
Scotia and Canada, we had to wait.until she de-
It was somewhat amus.
ing to bear the member for East' Halifax com-
plain that the delegates bad not carriad out the

gl;dgen made at Quebee. 1f any pledges bad
n violated the bon. member surely was not

the proper party to complain. That hon. gen-

tleman’s poliey should be to say nothing as long
as he saw the Government were not moving in
respect to a measure to which he professed so
wuch hestility.. No doubt the gentlemen to
whom such pledges were stated to have been
made, perfectly understood the position of this
Province—that as long as New Brunswick op-
th¢ scheme, it was impracticable. The
question of upion was one concerning ihe whole
people of Nova Seotia, and could not be treated
10 & party aspétt
licy on the subject, and cotld not come to any de-
m;n u ; itczﬁ‘i’lb‘tge necessity for action arose.
r.C J. | presénted eight petitions.
Mr. 8. MacDonwell two, ‘and ‘Hon. &f‘&tﬂhm

pasy.

He thooght that the |
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Mr. 8. MuBoanli'SMtodcoed‘ an‘aét to in-|} vy
e&rrue the Strait of 'Canto Maring Railway | o .I‘ arrears | of his  salary, for

existed . to the operation of any such system
He only felt sur-
yrised that sc large a number of men of svch a
character could be Kkept in control so well by
the present number of attendants. The present
Superinterdent bad done: all in  his power, and
bad given areat dissatisfaction to the prisoners
by the increased rigor of bis discipline. He
was not sorry that it had been brought to the
notice of the house.
- Hon. Mr. Sbannon, as one of_ the Executive
Committee s1id that there was no one thing in
which more earnest endeavors at improvement
had been made than in this, the building bad
not been constructed with a view to the arrange-
ments which the modern system required. “Lbe
prisoners bad been accust:med to the privilege
of conversation during certain Lours of reere
ation, and the attempt to enforce the new regu-
lation alniost created a mutiny. A code of re-
gulations embodying all the changes that could
at present be efivcted, had been adopted, and
it was at the hazard of rebellion that they had
been put in force.
Mr. Parker regretted that a proper code of
rules had not been prepared betore. 1f the re-
comisendationd of last year bad been carried
be thought the result would bave been different
and the confusion would have been lessened.
He did not see why the inmates could not be
prevented conversing as they did. He had
visited a penitentiary in a peighboring proviace,
and there he found the men neat and clean and
orderly, the machine shops were in the most
creditable condition, and not a werd was spoken
by any of the prisoners, either in workiong, in
marching. or in eating. He hoped the tme
would soon come wben a change would be car-
ried out.
Mr, Roberteon said be had declived signing
the report, believing that some . of ils recom-
mendations conld not be carried out. There
was one greal requisite, however, which was the
separation of .a. dozen or more of the werst
characiers from association with the others ; the
effect of the present confusion inithis respect
was that the inmates came out more periected
in crime than when they were sent there. “Alt
the desired changes eould not by carried out.un-
lass apother building were erected, and be
thought it bigh time that the provinee bad a
proper pemitentiary. .
. Petitions were i presented by Mr. McLelan,
Mzr. Archibald apd the Attorney General

TrURrsDAY, March 8th.

Petitions were presented by Mr. Heflernan,
Mr. Balcam and Mr, Calin Campbell.

Ms.. Bowrinot introduced a bill to incorporate
the Washiogton Wharf and Harbour Compasny,

Lunenburg: Lutheran Church.—MNr. Jost pre-
sented a petition from the Elders and Trustees
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church at Lunen-
burg.' ssking an -amendment of the act incor-

sale of certaim-cLurch property which-had
been sold, and the trustees asked now further

pove!‘mn‘lw;lﬁh mithont;the govsent of

the congregation.
léte’ diergymau of e church, stating that th
es bad dismissed hpwhbﬂw bim

: » e .was

ed to bri »,man.’.thmcmy.hxho‘
expressed wi:b‘el the

e read a letter from the .A

of 'whotn 1o 1éss than thirty eight were restoted. | this courtesy relused to a member making the
“Tho céniré building and Borth wing are under |request. ~

v/ Archibald replied that the very urgency

warded. Accomodation will be given for ninety | and hot bastd with which the matter was pressed
The necessity {or colarge- | indicated, a doubt ;a8 to the consideration to
mént was universally acknowiedged. The pre- | which it was entitled.
gent average for provisions is'$55.04 per annum stance, he said, that the letter stated, was, that
per patient.  The statistics -compare favorably | those trustees had beén evicted and others in-
stalled in their places. -

One very strong cir¢um-

Mr. Jost said the clergyman referred to ‘bad

‘ sued the trusiees for £450 and had ¢ompromised
The Penitentiary —Mr. Hill called atrention | for £200 so that by resisting the claim the ¢on-
to a great necessity that existed for a change in | gregation bad been largely beénefitted.

Hon. Prov. Sec. said he'Had 'béen in the house

for ten years, and had mever before seen a mo-
er improvements, was pbvicus to ary one who | tion for the first reading cf a bill thus opposed.

He trusted the gentleman introducing the mat-

Hon. Pro. Secretary ‘said that the' condition | ter would press his mojien and that rmotion

would receive his support without his being in

{rom, what could be dysired, A committee of |any way committed to the principle of the mea-
the Executive Council, consisting of the Hoy.|sure.

Mi. Jost said that if the adoption of his

been engaged in examinitig into  the condition laotien would haye the effect of sbuiting out the
of the ipstitution, removing some abuses that|opponents of the bill, be would not press it.

The inroduction of suc¢h’a biill was the course -
advised by the Chiel Justice in irying the cause.
Mr. Tobin’s amendment was negatived, 20

and tHe-absonce of adequate provision, rendered | voting for-it; and 22 apainst it. = Mr. Jos’s" mo-
their adoption impracticable. The attention of | tion paxed; and the bill was introduced and

read a first time. ot
Dr. Hawilton presented a petition from Can-
ning.
Mr. Townsend presented two.
Mr. Annand introduced a bill 1o authorize an
assessment in Dartmoach for a sum necessary to
obtain a plan. . Also a petition on the subject
of Education.
Mr. Tobiu presented three petitions.
Mr. Loétke introduved a bill 10 amend Chap.
128 of the Revised Statutes, Of the Jurisdiction
of Justices of the Peae in Civil Cases.
Mr. Lawrence presanted eight petitions from
flants County on thesubject of Confederaticn.
Also one on the gubject of Kdueation '
Mr- Bianchard one jor an-alteration of the
Education liaw,
" Mr. Robicheau one for a lighthouse on Cape
St. Mary s
Hon FProvincial Secretary, from the jrint
committee of both heuses, reported an address
to Hsr Majesiy the Queen on the subjeet of
the protection of the fisherics, )
Mr. Parker presented a petition relative to
fisheries. -
Mr. Bill anc for aid to improve a wharf at
Canning. Also one for the opening of a road.
Mr. Tobin thonght it absured to make appli-
cation to the covernment for such parposes.
Mr. Bill retered to the amount of revenue
derived trom the traffic on the Bay Shore. On
one of the-e wharves 150,000 cords ot wood had
been shipped during the year.
Hon. Prov. Secretary laid on the table a
return shewing the railway damages allotted to
persons in Hants Coentry.
Hon. Prov. Secrctary laid on the table the
returns of the various Colleges of the Province
for the past year.
Hon. Atty. General laid on the table the re-
port of the Adjutant General of Militia for the
Rlut year and also a numerical statement of the
ilita.
Mr. Kaulback introduced a bill to repeal
Chap. 52 of Acts of 1863—entitled an Act con-
cerning the Township of Chester, &e.
Hon. Proy. Secretary, from the joint commit-
tee in reference to the Proteation of the. Fish-
eries reported an address to the Lieut. Governor
requesting that the addrees to ber Majesty be
forwarded. Adopted. ,

Mr. Col'n Campbell presented a petition from
Westport for aid m building a bridge.

Mr Appand presented oue from East Halifax
on the subject of Education.
Also—A petition from Chester against Con-
federation.

Fripay, March, 9th.
Mr. Bourinot presented six petitions,
Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table a cowmuni-
cation fo the Government from the School Com-
missiohers of the City of Halifax, proposing
certain ‘alterations ia the Education Law.

Hon. Mr. McFarlane presented. a petition for
the mcorpontion of Wallace Lodge of Good
Templars.

Me. Doukin' presented two peritions.

Mr. Locke presented a petition from 600 re-
sidents of Digby and Shelburue counties for the
construction of a line of road to conmnect these
two Couniies.

Mr. Hill presented a petition for a certain
Indian Reserve be granted as Crown Lands.

Mr. J. Campbell one from Port. Medway for

them; and- requested leave to bring in a hght bouse.
1 g'll in accordance gish the : tY

Mr. Robertson two fo’r Bgrriggtdn'to be a port

of registry.
Mr. ‘Ray one from Mr: G: R: Grassie.

;» M Tohin one from. 265.of the cong;egnu'on

of the German £vangehical Lutheran Chureh of

Luizenbw}“ ainst the bill introduced yesterday
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“Mpr. DzFraser 'one from Picton for a grant to

meﬂlﬂl‘ ¥ " '
Ay, Gen, laid, op the table . {or. infor-
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