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priest says mass; as the mass represents the

passion of Christ, and the priest there officiates
1in his person, so these vestments in which he
officiates represent those with which Christ was
lfnommiou y clothed at the time of his passion.
Thus the amice represents the rag or clout with
which the Jews muffled our Saviour’s face, when
- | at every blow they bid kim prophesy who it was
that struck bim. St. Luke xxii. 64. The alb
represents the white garment with which he was

Geolesinstionl.

For the Christian Messenger.
CLERICAL YBSTMENTS.

BY REV.. DR, ORAMP,

It ploased God to give dirsctions for the
official attire of the Jewish priesthood. It
was simple and becoming. The high: priest
only was to be decked in splendid array.
Gold and jewels were lavished on his ¢ clothes
of service,” and * the blae, and purple, and

represent the cords and bands with which be
was bound in the differant stages of his passion ;;
the chasuble, or outward vestment, repres:nts
the purple garment with which he was clothed
as a mock king ; upon the back of which there
is a cross, to represent that which Christ bore

vested oy Herod ; the girdle, maniple, and stole, |

searlet, and fine twined linen ”’ were skiltully
combined to form garments . of glory aod
beauty.” This was in aceordance with a dis-

ensation which was adapted to a state of re-
figious infansy—was temporary in its daration
—and was to give way to ‘‘the glory that
exoelleth " —the spiritual and enduring glory

on bis sacred shoulders : lastly, the priest’s
tonsure, or crown, is to represent the crown of
thorns which our Saviour wore.

% Moreover, as in the cld law, the priests that
were wont to officiate in sacred functions, had,
by the appdintment of God, vestments assigned
for that purpose, as well as for the greater de-
cency and solemnity of the divine worship, as

of * the ministration of righteousness-’’ to signify and represent ihe virtues which God
The Lord Jesus Christ bas established the | required of his ministers ; so it was proper that
« kingdom that cannot be moved.” Having in the °h“'§h ;’g the 1:‘”' Te“;“’?“" 'Ch'i':;;
W Te Tt gy : : . ©| ministers shonld in their sacred functions
‘nm'“d. bis qlmp‘“ into. 1 l“'d“:xg p:(ll?l:i distinguished in like wanner from the laity, by
ples ,d°'1,°8 his. ,“"m, ‘ministry, e added|p,eir gacred vestments, which might also repre-
special iustructions aiter his resurreotion, | gont the virtues which Gol requires in them ;
. % being seen of them forty days, tm‘i speaking | thus the amice, which is first put upon the head,
of the things pertainiog to' the kingdom of

shall have and wear a rochet; and being a
Priest or Deacon, he shall bave and wear a
surplice only.” (Two Liturgies, set forth b

authority in the reign of King Edward VL.
Parker Society Edition, pp. 76, 167, 217.)

When Hooper was appointed to the bishop-
ric of Gloucester he absolutely retused, for
some time, to be invested with the episcopal
habiliments at Mis consecration.  “ 'l?he
grounds be went on wera (says Bishop
Buroet), -that they were mere human inven-
tions, brought in by tradition or custom, not
suitable to tho simplicity of the christian re-
ligion ; that all such ceremonies were con-

I do not see in any canon or rubrie, direc-
tions for the ministers’ attire when preaching.

Durandas eays that the surplice- was 8o
ealled because anciently this garmrent was put’
upon leather coats made of the ekins of dead
animals super pellicem symbolically to repre-
sent that the sin of our first pareots, which
brought men under the necessity ot wearing
garments ot skin, was now bid and covered by
the robe of Christ’s innocence and grace.”

There is now a revival ‘of Popery in the
Church ot Eogland, A large and inflacntial
body of balf-fledged Romanists has risen up,
throatening dismemberment, The most ob-

demned by St. Paul as * baggarly elemeots ’;
that these vestments had béen invented chiefly
for celebrating she mass with much pomp,
and had been consecrated for that effect;
therefore he desired to be excased from the
nse of them.” - His consceration was delayed
several months in consequence of these ob-
jections, - and his" refractoriness, ae it was
regarded, was punished by imprisonment.
Ai leogth he so far yielded as to be * attired
in the vestments that wera prescribed, when
be was consecrated, and when he preached
before the Kiog, or in his cathedral, or in
any. publie place; but he was dispensed with
upon other occasions.”

The controversy was revived in Queen

represents divine hope, whicti the apostle- calls
God” Apostolic action, a8 recorded in the|the helmet of salvation ; the alb, innocence o
Acts and illustrated in the Episties, was the|life; the pledie ‘(,«:“{h‘;'hl;h the l:m(m :}'ebbegm‘;)
Commentary oa those entzncpiooe. . g: tb,cal::ft ar?: o :uierz aua’;’zn o‘; l}l‘:e l;‘bO‘l)ll‘:
5 uhOpc "!d deacons " were spgomted. of this mortal l)i’l: ; the mlﬂ:. theg sweet yoke of
Their qualificasions are enumerated with c0n- | Christ, to be borne in this life, in order to a hay;
siderable minuteness of detail in the Epistles | py immortality ; in fine, the chasuble, which is
to Timotby and Titus, 1t was essential that | uppermost, and covers all the rest, reprosents
they should * hold fast the faithfal word "’ — | the viriue of chanty.
that they should be holy men—and that they
‘should have ¢ a good report of them that were
without.” And the churches also were re-
minded of their duty. As the bishops or el
ders were to * feed the church of God " with
heavenly truth, so they were o receive suffi-
cient support, not gradgingly rendered, but in
cheerful comp
has * ordained that they which preach the f
gospel should live of the gospel.”
at there is not a word about vestments.
For any thing we can tell, Paal and Peter
preached in their ordinary clothing, aod that
did not diffor from the common dress of the
age. - This, at sny rate, we know, that our
Lord was strongly opposed to religious pomp,
aod all that was showy. He condemned the
pharisees, who ¢ made broad their philac-
teries aod enlarged the borders of their gar-
wents,” and the scribes, who «sdesired to walk
in long robes.” Nor is it to be imagined that
the Apostles affected priest-like aitire. It
would have been contrary to the spirit of the
pew dispensation: The releience to Panl's
« gloke ” (2 Tim. iv. 13.) proves nothing save
that his wardrobe was seanty, on which uc-
count he was desirous of regaining possession
of the article before the approaching winter :
~—though, whether it was & cloke,” or a
travelling bag, or & portmanteau, has not yet
been decided by the crities. »
Ministers ot religion were not distin uished
from other men by their dress during the first
three hundred years of the obristian history.
Gowos and surplices were then unkoown.
When persecation ceased, and the charch
began to enjoy imperial patrouage, a declen-
sioe in religion took place. The terms of ads
mission were ‘owered, so that great ngmbers
became members of the churches who were
destitute of those spiritual qualifications which
were deemed essential in purertimes, Tosuch
rsons the plainness of christian worship was
istasteful, 'They wished to assimilate to the
rgeous forms of Judaism and Pagarism.
plendid buildings were erected, in the arrange-
mént of which there was a studied imitation
of the temples. Pricstly robes were next de-
vised, At first, they were of a grave sud
diguified eharacter :—but nymerous ddditions
were made from time to time ;—varieties of
ccolesiastical dress were invented, and mystical
reasons adduged for the different colours em-
ployed ;—the opiscopal attire was geudy and
sive, | and jewelled ornaments
‘protusely used ;—and ubout the four-
“::od. century the ehurch wardrobe was com-
| :
. Chaloner, -in his “ Garden of the Soul,”
gives a lk,tofthquﬁoluinunin the Ro-
man Oatholic Church, and states the reasons

martyrs ; the violet, which is the

the dead.”

the ignorance of the people, and so bitter th

istration, that is to say, & white Albe plai

book :=—

to the same, shall ure o Surplice. And

daries, and Fellows, beivg graductes, w

hood 28 pe

taineth to their several degrecs.

brate the holy commaunion in the chureh,
exooute any other public ministration,
shall have u

borne or holden by his chaplain.”
A revised

before the * Order for Moruing Prayer”

five colours,—viz , the white, on the teasts of our
Lord, ot the blessed virgin, of the angels, and

‘of the saints that were no* martyrs ; the red, on 0‘?"8} were
the feasfs of Pentecost, of the nvention' and | missioners, March 26, 1565, ¢ Mr. Thomas

Cole, a clergyman, being placed by the side
; ?l, woich of the- Commissioners, in priestly apparel, the
colour, in_the penitential times ot Advent and | Bighop’s Chancellor from the benoh addressed
liance with the Lord’s 'm,who,Lem,lnd upon vigils and ember days ; the them in these words:—* My Masters, aod
ye Ministers of London, the Couneil’s pleasure
is, that strictly ye keep the unity of apparel,
like this man who stands here canonically
habited, with & square cap, & scholar’s gown
times. They found it impossible to establish priest-like, a tippet ; and in the church a linen
the Reformation in England—so great was|surplice. Ye that will subscribe, write, Volo ;

exaltation of the cross, and of the apostles and
nitential

reen, on most of the other Sundays and Ferias
common days] throughout the year; and the
b ack, on Goos Friday, and in the masses for

The Eoglish Reformers lived in dificalt

« In the saying or singidz of Matios and
Evensong, Baptiziog and burying, ‘the minis-
ter, in parish churches and chapels annexed

they do preach, shall use such hoods as per-
« Apd whensoever the Bisbup shall cele-

_bim, beside his rochette,

edition of the Prayer Book wes
published in 1552, This note ooours * just

Elizabeth’s reign. The Queen was foud of
the old service, ana she was extremely jealous
ot the uprisiog of private opinion in matters
ot religion, She would have every thing
presoribed by law, and obedience striotly
entorced, even in the smallest particulars.
No frcedom was to be allowed, nor the lIeIaat
indulgence given w tender consciences. Uni-
In these vestments the church makes use of formigty wasgthe ido! ‘before which all were to
bow in reverent submission, The London
sammoned before the Royal Com-

o | those that will no* subscribe, write, Nolo. Be
hostility of the leading men, political and ecole- | briet, make no words.”” (Neal's Puritans,
siastical—without submitting to certain tem-|i. 211.)
porary compromiscs. ‘The Przger Book was
for the most part the Mass in Koglish, some-
what shortened and sherp, with Protestant
adaptations. The outward form of the hier-
archy remained unchanged. And the clergy
continued to use the * habits” in the celebra-
tion of service. In the first Prayer Book,
issaed by authority of an Act of Pailiament . :
in 1549, the second year of the reign of|of Queen Elizabeth’s reign, and the Puritan|pa
Edward VL, it is directed that in * the min- | party inoreased every year, When James L
istration of the holy communion, the priest ascended the throme hopes were entertained

that shall execate the holy ministry shall pat

which they bave taken io any aniversity with- | bas given us such a king, as sivce Cbrist’s
in this realm. Bat in all other places, every | time has mot been:” The next duy: wh.en
minister shall be at liberty to use any surplice | the kicg sigoified his approval of the iniquit-
or no, It is also seemly that graduates, when | ous oath ez officio, the Archbishop exolaimed,
« Undoubtedly your Majesty speaks by the
especial assistance of God’s Spirit!” After
that tho robes and the ribbons held full sway.

or | Nonconfornists were turned out.

he| The Canons of the Church of England, ove
handred and forty-one in number, published
surplice or albe, and a cope or vestment, and | at the be inning'ot the reign of James L., are
also his pastoral staff io his hand, or else|not consi ered bi

were not received confirmed by Par

tion, shall use neither Albe, Vestment,.

assigned These are his words :— .
abnir e o but being Archbishop or Bishop,

“ With regard to the vestments in which the Cope;

it

‘he''to be provided at the charge of the parish.”

‘‘‘‘‘‘

Numbers refused to submis, and were de-
prived of their livings. They held that it
was unlawful to wear *¢ hatits that had been
consecrated to idolatrous aud superstitious
usos, and were the very marks and badges of
that religion théy had renounced.” Thut was
the commencement of the Puritan separation.
The confliot was carried on during the whole

that there would be some relaxation of severi.

apon him the vesture appointed for the min- | ty. But tho (riends of freedom were quiokly

andeceived. At the mock Conference held
with » vestment or Cope.” The following|at Hamptoo ‘Coart in 1608, Dr. Raynolds,
general dircotions are given at the end 6t the|on the part of the Pnrigana, stated their ob-

: jeotions, among other things, to *¢ the surplice
and other superstitious habits.” The king,
however, had made ap his mied to perseve-
rance in the course of uniformity. He be.
in | haved in the rudest maoner to Dr. Raynolds,

all Oathedral cburches and Colleges, the Arch- browbeating and insultiog him shamefully,
deacons, Deans, Provosts, Masters, Preben. | while: prelates listened with delight, and
ay | Archbishop Banerott' fell on his knees and
use in the quire, beside their Sarplices, such |said, * I protcst my heart melteth for joy
rtaineth to their several degroes, that Almighty God, of his lluguhr merey, | p

nding on the laity, as t.!l:ie‘y.
ment. - But they:are obeyed by the clergy,
because thay were received by the Convooca-
.| tion. ‘The H8th Canon reads thus —* Every
« The Minister, at the time of the Commau- minister saying the prayers or ministering the

| ther times in his ministra- | sacraments, or other rites of the ehurch, shall | Greek, :
ey i i e nor | wear & decent, comely surplice, with sleeves, After all, this is not & guestion of robes,

noxious of Romish dogmas are held, professed,
and unblushingly taught in that Church which
used to be represented as “the bulwark of
Protestantism,” - Episcopalian clergymen pro-
claim themselves priests, in the Romish sense
of that word—assame power to receive con-
fessions and grant absolution—and teach that
the Lord’s supper is not a commemoration of
Ohrist’s sacrifice, but that in that service the
sacrifice is offered agaia oy the pricst, as is
pretended in the Mass. The profane ab-
surdity of transubstantiation is inculoated,
and the communicaat is iastracted to believe
that ** God and man is within his soul and
My !97 4

As to the vestments, these men go ' the
greatest len Not contented with the
¢ rabrie,” which says that ¢ such Ornaments
of the Chareh, and ot the ministers thereof,
at all times of their ministration, shall be re-
tained, aud be in use, as were in this Church
ot Eagland, by the suthority of Parliament,
in the second year of the reign of King Ed.
ward the sixth,”—they go back to the darkest
of the middie ages. Thoy revel in medieval
finery. They dress themselves in all the sl
colours of the rainbow, and strat aboat in 5
copes, dalmatics, chasables, &o., &o. Oane
day they appear in red, another in green,
another in violet, another in white, another
in black. :

It for those changes they plead ancient.,
custom or authority, it may be proper to re-
mind them ot the T4th Qanon of their own
Church, and to urge a striot compliance with
its injunctions. Here it is :—

¢ All Deans, Masters of Colleges, Arch-
doacons and Probendaries in Oathedral and
Collegiate Churches (being priests or deacons),
Doetors in divinity, law, and physio, Bache- -
lors in divinity, Masters of arts, and Bache-
lors of law, baving any eoclesiastical living,
shall usually wear gowns with stendiog col~
lars and sleeves straight at the bhands, or
wide sloeves as is used at the universities,
with hoods and tippets of silk or sarceunet,
and square caps. And that all other min-
isters admitted or to be admitted into that
function shall also usually wear the like ap-

rel as aforesaid, exocept tig&eu only. Vso
do further in like manuer ordain, that all the .
said ecolesiastical persons above mentioned
shall usually wear on their journeys olosks
with sleeves, commonly called priests’ cloaks,
without or welts, long buttons, or
cuts. And no eoclesiastical person shall wear
any eoif or wrought nightcap, bat oniy plain
nightcaps aof black silk, satin, or velvet, In
all which parsiculars concerning tho apparel
hero presoribed, ‘our meaning is pot to attri-
bute auy holiness or spcoial worthiness to the
said garments, but for decency, gruvity, and
order, a8 is before specified. la private
houses, and in their studies, the said persons
ecolesiastioal may use any comely or scholar-
like apparel, provided that it be not out or
inkt ; and that in public they go not in their
doublet and hose, without coat or cassoek,
and that they wear .not any light-coloured .

stockings.

« Likowise poor beneficed men and curates
(not being able to'hp:ovid.o themselves long

wns), may go in short gowns of the fashion
E?orunid.’,’

It is & melancholy fact, which caonot be

voucealed, that Popery is making headway in
land. All its leading tenets are admiited,
its characteristio rites practised, by men

who preach in Protestant pulpits and aro sup-
rted by Protestant fonds, At present it is. b
‘op:{»ﬁmthol’opo,htmydm § X
Ritualists are doubtless prepsred to réceive

him, too. Indeed, they arealready disoussing

the desirableness of union between the Koglish,

and colours, sndoffioss, Grest prineiples are.




