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2 Fhen surely it is our 
that blessed Word for ¢ 

386 | hy okies, io00, 

to Faring one kA our worthy Agents sod other friends, fo constitutes w christion churoh be might an- 
iog at non-natural , have now'| perf 

nearer to our highest aspiratio | 

become a formidable party ;—and they teach 
the bodily presence of Christin the bread and 
wine—the duty of econfessson to the priest— 
the virtue of celibacy—veneration of the Vir- 
gin Mary —prayers for the dead—saint-wor- 
sbip—aund otber Romish dogmas and obser- 
vances 
We shall have to fight the battle of the 

Reformation over again, I say we—for all 
Protestant denouiinations must take part io 

the eoufliet ; 30d to a grest cxtent they can be 

united in it—like different regiments with 

"their appropriate eolours and deviees, fighting 

under ope common Our rallying-ery 
i orth’s immortal sayiog— 

+ The Bible, the Bible only, is the religion of 
Protestants,” 

Nov, 27, 1866. 

Yor the Christian Messenger. 

Jf Bible Revision. 

Some persons effect to be greatly horrified 
at the thought of revising gur Eoglish Ver- 

sion of the Seriptures, Lt seems to them like 

an attempt to improve the Bible itself. It is 
as if they supposed thet Moses, Isaish, and 

Paul wrote in Eoglish, and therefore that 

their words must nct be altered. 
‘They forget that our Version was prepared 

more than two hundred sod fifty years ago, 

when biblical scholarship was by no means in 

so advanced a state as it is now, and that our 

Janguage bas undergone considerable altera- 

tion since that time. And probably they are 

pot aware that the desirablenese of revision 

is acknowledged by divines of all names and 

denominations, who at the same time cheer- 

fully confess the general excellence of opr 

authorized version. Almost every new Com- 

mentary that is published is accompanied by 

a new translation, Sometimes the aatbor 

assigns his reasoa for this proceeding, This 

was done several years ago by Messrs. Cony- 

beare and Howson, whose invaluable work 

entitled * The Lite and Epistles of S¢. Psaul,” 

has deservedly obtained an immense ecircula- 

tion. In their * introduction” they write as 
follows : 

+ 18t. The authorised version was meant to 

be a standard of authority and ultimate ap- 

peal in controversy ; hence it could not ven- 

tare to depart, as en ordinary translation 

would do, from the exact words of the origi- 

nal, even where some amplification was abso- 

lutely required to complete the sense, It 
was to be the version unanimously accepted 

by all parties, and therefore must simply 

represent the Greek text word for word. 
This it does most faithfully so far as the 
eritical knowledge of the sixteenth century 

permitted, But the result of this method is 

sometimes to produce a translation unintelli- 
gible to the English reader. Also, if the text 

admit of two interpretations, our version en- 

deavours, if possible, to preserve the same 

ambiguity, and eficets this often with ad- 

mirable skill ; but such indecision, although 

a merit in an authoritative version, would be 

a fanlc in a translation which bad a different 

object. 
20d. The imperfect knowledge existing: 

at the time when our Bible was translated, 

made it inevitable that the translators should 

occasionally render the original incorrectly ; 

and the same cause has bt their version of 
many of the argumentative portions of the 
Epistles perplexed and obscure. 

“ 8rd. Such passages as are affected by 
the above-mentioned objections might, it is 
true, have been recast, snd the authorized 

translation retained in all cases where it is 
correot and clear ; but if this had been done 

a patchwork effect would have been produced 
like that of pew cloth upon old garments ; 
moreover, the devotional associations of the 

reader would have been offended, and it would 
have been a rash experiment to provoke such 
a contrast between the matchless style of the 
authorised version snd that of the modern 
translator, thus placed side by side,” 

Messrs Conybeare and Howson determined, 
horelore, 0 produce s new translation, * to 
a certain de paraphrastic.” | 

Ten pn pnd the Rev, CO, J, Ellicots, M, 

A., (now Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol) 
ablished a Commentary on the ** Pastoral 
pistles,’’ with a * revised translation,” In 

bis » Preface” he says: —+ Lf we are truly 
and heartily pe that there are errors 
and inaccuracies in our Version, if we know 
i at though by far the best and most faithiu) 
translation that the world has ever seen, it 
still shaves the imperfections that belong to 
every human work, however noble snd ex- 
salted, if we feel and koow that these im- 

fections are wo less t than remediable, 
to Him who gave 
guidance of man, 

through evil ¥eport and through good report 

and solicitude as the best and most blessed 
heritage we have to leave to them who shall 
follow us, 

» It is in vain to cheat our own souls with 
the thought that these errors sro either insig- 
nificant or imaginary. There are errors, 
there are inaccuracies, there are misconcep- 
tions, there are obscurities, not indeed so 
many in number or so grave in character as 
the forward spirits of oar day would persuade 
us of, —but there are misrepresentations of 
the language of the Holy Ghost; and that 
msn, who, siter being in any degree satisfied 
of this, permits himself to lean to the coun. 
sels of & timid or popular obstructiveness, or 
who, intellectually unable to test the truth of 
these allegations, nevertheless permits himself 
to denounce or deny them, will, if they be 
true, most surely. at the dread day of final 
account, bave to sustain the tremendous 

charge of baving dealt deceitfully with the 
ioviolable Word of God.” : 

Bishop Ellicott has slso publiched Com- 
mentaries and “ revised translations ” of the 
Epistles to the Galatians, Ephesians, Phi. 
lippians, Colossians, Thessalonians and Phi- 
lemon. 

In fact, revision is going on continually, 
and no one complains of it, because all edu- 
cated persons see ite necessity, Bat the rea. 
son why the revised version issued by the 
American Bible Union is so fiercely opposed 
is the substitution of th® words “ immerse” 
and # immersion,” for *‘ baptize ” and * bap. 
tism,” The explanation is at hand, and ought 
to be satisfactory, It is a fundamental rule 
of the Bible Union that ** no words are to be 
transferred which are susceptible of being 
literally translated.” Is wot that fair and 
honest 7 

Senex, 

Nov. 80, 1866, 

Christian Fxlessenger. 
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HALIFAX, DECEMBER 6, 1866. 
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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER FOR 1867. 

We have been reminded by some of our 
friends, in a very 

PLEASANT 

maoper, that another year will shortly be bere, 
They bave begun the 

WORK 

of gathering up New Subscribers, We take 
the present upportunity of inviting others to 
join io similar labors of love. 

By way of inducement, and 

FOR THE 

purpose of preventing the difficulties of add- 
ing them cll, just at the 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE YEAR, 

we shall place on our list all new names, as 

they come in, from the present date, charging 
them only from the 1st of January, 

1867, 

We hope therefore that no time will be lost 
bat that our friends will proceed without de, 
lay, to search out amongst their neighbours 
and acquaintance some who are not at present 
Faseiving the paper, and give it a word of 
commendation, 

Although our circulation is in fair propor- 
tion to that of our contemporaries, and cqual 
to the best, yet thore are still hundreds and 
probably thousands of families in our land, 
who entirely accord with ua in sentiment, hut 
who have not yet joined the band of intelli- 
geet christian men and women, we are proud 
to call our subscribers, 
We carnestly desire to give, week by 

week, such information as will instruct and 
satisly subseribers, and benefit their families ; 
80 that we may have a succession of perma- 
pent patrons who shall retain their interest in 
the paper as long as life shall last, and their 
children then follow in the footsteps of their 
forefathers, growing in confidence and csteem 
year by year, 

We might mention the names of some who 
will furnish our pages with literary matter 
during the year, and might include amongst 
them, ministers and merchants, professors snd 

te, teachers and travellers, farmers snd 
ermen, but in doing so might seem to dis. 

parage others not named, Our corps of edu- 
cated men and good writers in of these 
professions was never so great as ab present, 
and we shall endeavor to enlist the services 
of the ablest amongst them, Our highest 
desire is to present our readers with the best 
supplies that can be from at home 
sod abroad, snd provide for them a weekly 
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exhibiting what evils mi 

| contiguity of these provinces to the U, States, 

these'respects than we have ever done belore, ** A. P, Baptist churches snd P, Baptist 

w ak ' ehurches cannot both be christian churches ” 
ANTED AT OUR OF¥ICE.~ All amounts due, 10 ory eid Tames nad ai shiotio oy 48 

is bold, for such & man as Mr, £. to make 
Rev. Dr, Crawley’s Lecture before the Y.! Perhaps it is intended as » snare for the 

M., Christian Association in the Temperance | purpose of entrapping us into an admissi 
Hall on Tuesday last, was a highly Boished | bn which he might E Rtsds belabee fio 

production, His subject “a high tone of | Mr, 8, well knows that there are members of 
moral principle” was finely illustrated, The 
neceseity of rd J what he designates P, Baptist churches who 

ways. At the commencement Dr. CO, laid 
a foundation in a little abstruse metaphysi. 
cal argument, shewing that notwithstand. 
ing sll the moral corruption prevailing, yet, 
that human nature has a spark of spprecia. 
tion of what is right and good, so that where. 
ever efforts ere made to cultivate it, the spark | church, If an A. P, Baptist chufch were 
will kindle up and cffect an astonishing change distinguished for nothing but * A, P,, Bap- 
in the whole person, making kim en entirely | tist ” it could not be a christian church, 
different being. He referred, in proof of |The statement too is logically very detective, 
this, to the remsrkable changes wrought| I; would be equally logical to say; The Re- 
smongst the degraded outousts of society by | formed Presbyterian church and U, Presby. 
means of ragged schools, &¢., where the minds { terian church cannot both be christian 
have come into contact with christian truth, | churches, And we might say to Mr, 8, + It 

The lecturer drew several fine pictures from | yon think otherwise say so plainly.” ' Again 
domestic and commercial life to shew the sad : 
consequences of a ‘low tone of morals, A 
pumber of historical events were brought 
forward with good effect for the purpose of 

have been avoid- 
ed and benefits conferred by a full recognition 
of the unselfish principles of justice, goodness 
and truth, : 

Dr, O. depicted the possible state of things 
in the United States, if previous to the late 
war there bad teen mutual concéssion and a 
high regard for moral prineiple existing in 
the councils, North and Bouth, instead of 

bitter reerimination, He then noticed the 

the members may be of such non.prolessors, 
yes, even the whole church might become com. 

sed of such persons, In that case we 
should certainly say, and we fancy Mr, Bom. 
merville would sgree with ue, that such a P, 
Baptist church would not be a christian 

Mr, 8, says i— 

“ 4, You say aled,* He is singularly reticent 
on the history (oninpired you mean of course), 
of Baptism. is is an insinuation and not a 
very generous or warrantable one. But we are 
familiar with such, The singularity is, that 1 
very deliberately by the history. (1). 1 
wrote for those who bave bibles, few of whom 
have access to historical authorities ; and I never 
ask a mao to depend on my word in matters af. 
fecting his relation to * (2). History may 
prove what men believed, or said, or did, in any 
particular age, but history does not determine 
whether what they said or believed war true, or 
whether what they did was right; and this is the 
main question. (3). If you could turnish his- 
torical proof that immersion was the umiversal 

aud the absolute pecessity of some ch ’ : 

being effected in our Tolation to each other | Pract from the dou of Dag Apdisle Jeb ti the days of Dr. Cramp, shall plead for the re- 
and to the great Republic, One of two al-| vival of Ba sone!’ suciahiing si the authority 
ternatives must soon take place, Hither we of the Word.” 
must become part and parcel of the Union, |. i dy. 

or be prepared to maintain our independenee, That is certainly putting on a bold front, 

Every consideration we can offer rises up as a If no one had ever used sprinkling for bap. 

reagon for our choosing the latter—our origin, | H18™ #1008 Apostolic days till now. Hven 

our instinets, cup institutions, and the graves then, Mr. Sommerville would sprinkle and 

of our lorefathers, all lead us to glory in and call it baptising ; for he has discovered it 

maintain our British connection, The rela. somewhere an * the word,” He does not 

tion between a high tone of morality and say where! This is almoet equal to the late 

religion was insisted on with great power and decision on the doetrine of the immaculate 
earnestness, No permanence can be expected | %0Poeption. On this principle all the dog. 
in moral improvement except it is founded on | 48 of the Romsn Catholic church might be 

religious principle, sustained, ) FH 
The chairwan, P. Lynch, Esq,, referred to On our quoting from a writer in the Lu- 

the present position of the Association as theran Observer that he mentions ** 4 family 

highly encouraging, The library, the Bible of baptised children who are an abomination 

Class on Saturday evenings, and the Prayer |‘ the village in which be resides,” and re. 

meeting on Thursdays,” were all noticed as marking thereon, ‘ Probably Mr, Bommer. 
inducements for young men to unite with ville has bad similar experience if uot with 

and sustain the Association. those of his own congregativn, in some be- 
longing to others;”’ Mr, B, goes off into the 
tollowing tirade ; 

# What think you of yourself, that you shoul. 
stop to the degrading practices of retailing the 
vile gossip, to which so many lend a willing ear 
and over which so many gloat, and which can be 
made to play its part on all sides? Shame | 
shame | that the Editor of a religions paper 
should furnish such meat for his readers, Mr, 
Editor, I desire to cherish a good opinion of you 
and of your brethren ; and 1 confess to have 
read the above statements with sorrow, Bat I 
think 1 see you blush when the matter is ex- 
hibited in its trope groves, and for the sake of 
that blush 1 shall think of you as if the word 
had never been published.” 

The Rev. W. Bommerville has favored the 
Presbyterian Witness with a long letter ad- 
dressed ; ¢* To the Editor of the Messenger” 
respeeting our notice, some time ago, of his 
book on Baptism, Strange that he takes no 
cognisance of the remark of the Witness 
respecting the said book—+* we do mot feel 
disposed to endorse all the views maintained 
in this work.” Our contemporary probably 
though it prudent to put his objection in that 
general form, rather than subject himself to 
the consequenges of more definite criticism, 
He acted wisely, We shall not complain 
however of Mr, Bommerville's passing by 
our neighbour, and bestowing his favors on 
us, even though it be through the medium of 
that paper. Why be should inflict his 
lucabrations, for our edification, on cur neigh- 
bour's readers seems a little inexplicable. 
Our readers probably would not care to have 
our columns encumbered with it, as a whole, 
yet we wy trouble them with an extract or 
two, for which we ought perhaps to offer an 
apology. Mr, B, says :— 
1 expect with all confidence the following cor- 

rections, although scarcely expecting you would 
make them in my words. 4 

1. You are not at liberty to express what 
opinion you please of the ‘spirit’ in which I 
wrote. God, who knoweth the hearts of all men 

We cannot understand what our venerable 
friend alludes to, We had no relerence to 
any individual case or cases whatever, We 
merely drew a bow at a venture, knowing 
that it is no uncommon thing to find children 
who have bad the right of infant baptism 
adniinistered to them, giving plaip indications 
that they are * by mature the children of 
wrath, even as others,” 

Mr, 8B, says further ; 

#9, 1 certainly ¢ considered it necessary for 
my own locality to write on the subject’ But 
’ is needed a ae the Ioge ves i=in Picton 
or instance, where they have be to introduce 
Romanism, snd God will give og plenty of de- 
lusion for their reward.” 

is sole Judge in this case, Amen. My‘ bostility | 1. 400s not a ' : : ppear very clear who * they ” 
® A Rae's. 's proses Lh wy 4 refers to. We presume be intends the Pres. 

Bapriss and P, Baptist Uburclies cannot both be | Eyterians at Pictou, who assisted the Roman 
Christian Churches. If you ¢ inl otherwise, say | Catholics by contributions towards building 
so plainly, and then all parties will be better able | their new church in that town, We know 

to woderstand us. It gave | i pleasure to re-| no reason for his waking allusion to this fact 
cogniss the existence of real, earnest, and blessed | jg g letter to us, we therefore leave him to 
Christians in your Churches.” settle that matter with bis brethren, 

How curious that he (Mr, B,) should be so The Witness will scarcely allow us i 
fond of the term * Baptist” as a 

J allow ys fo men 
designa- | tion Piotgn without pn explosion of horror, 

tion of Churches, We presume he means|at the idea of there soy need of gospel 
by * A, P, Baptista” Antipedobaptists,| preaching there, Mr, Bommeryi is y 25. “hain” Pedra” We og 1, Bommerville gives his 

opinion, and says ; * itis needed there,” We 
might quesion the correctness of his ortho- 
graphy but es it is a weakness he chooses to 

appose, however, he means, by “it,” his 
book, We should have thought that after 

. 

prevalence for securing the | are not shriviindo--porvoms who have never 
happiness of mankind in this world and! made a profession of being believers in Christ, 
in & futare state, was shewn in » variety of | It is possible, we repeat, thet a majority of 
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