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of the congregation, male and female, Treble,
Alto—contraltos singing Alto—Tenor, Tenor
Baritone, Bass Baritone, and Bass, select the
part which nature bas fitted them 1o sing, and
with which they esn not only “ mske harmony
of sound,” but * worship God with beart and
voice,” in “bymps and spiritual sougs,” and
+ all the congregation praise the Lord.”’

Thus the choir becomes the four-part precent-
or of the people, and not only the precentor of
the air, for one class of voices, but it contains
the Jeaders, the precentors of all the parts for
the whole on! Where congregations
are blessed with 8 “ singing minjster,” and a
musician at the same time, they are generally
t sught by his suggestions which is the proper part
to which by natare they are adapted, and the
result is squl-stirring, fervent praise and wor-
ship, Bome of our Wesleyan and Baptist
Churches sre examples in this respect ; while
the soul-yoice which tbrillingly pervades the
sssemblies convened in Revival seasons besu-
tifully confirms the argument bhere advanced,
In reference to the moral and religious cha-
racter of the choir, little need be said. Good
christians ever advocate both of these for the
members of that portion of God’s service which is
80 dear to the thirsting soul ; and certainly, vn-
sanctified bearts cannot be supposed, eitber to
communicate spiritual feeling, any more than to
worship God acceptably, and * in the spirit of
boliness,” which is the only worship approved.
Cain’s sacrifice was rejected, and that c¢f Abel
bis brother respected, because of* the evil within
bis heart, and is not the “ sacrifice of the wicked
an abominstion to the Lord 7"’ More on this
point is needless, whatever may be the natursl
qualifications and talent, or the cultivated genius
and availability, good voices do not qualify
for the position, neither are the best musicians
always possessed of the requisite recommenda-
tions. * Let every thing be done decently and
in order”’ is the Apostle’s wise and sppropriate
injunction ; and the sacrifice of the wicked and
uoreconciled beart is not godly “ decency,” but
too often the offspring of pride and vanity,

The members of a choir should be social,
% cheerful, and affable ; courteous and refined in
their address toward each other, never forgetting
their position as christians, and ever respectful
and deferential to the chorieter, In the meeting
for practice, as on the Babbath, all levity and
frivolousness should be cdrefully avoided ; and
trifling subjects of conversation and discussion
should never fritter away the valuable hour for
selt-preparation in God's praise. The chaorister
should not only be a musician—as none but a
musician can be supposed to properly under-
stand the intention of the composer—but he
should possees all the prudence, judgment and
sagacity of a genius, in order to make proper
use of all the material at his disgosal, and at the
same time, by his gentlemanly dignity and de-
portment, command the confidence and co-
operation of the minister and congregation, as
the members of the choir more immediately en-
trusted to his supervision.

He should study the design of the musical
composer, and never subvert the order and in-
tention of the musical composition by singing
a tupe out of ite legitimate style and original
character, in order to adapt it to new words;
thus doing injustice to both composers, He
fhiould never adapt solemn tunes and harmonies
to light, didaetic, or joyful words ; neither should
he set solemn words to tunes originally com-
posed and harmonized to words of another and
difierent character,

Congregational music should be such that the
words and musie agree in sentiment and charac-
ter, Many modern publications fail to answer
the chorister's purpose, because of this, Many
of our oldest and best tunes have gone into
disuse and dierepute in consequence of the same
want of adaptation. The sentiment of poetry
is its soul-voice, and the character and effect of
musical melody snd harmony are the same,
When these arve properly united, the effect is
pleasing and refining, and a harmony of spirik-
ual effects induces love for the tune, Many of
our modern tunes die out early, because, though
they are well adapted to express the sentiments
of the words set to them, yet are ill-adapted for
suy other, while much of our old music is fast
going into disuse because of the blundering
manner io which it has been sung. Musicians
of taste must lament the death of much that is
worthy, grand and inspiring in the solemn, de-
votional character of “ Old Hundred” This
fie old tune is surrounded with many soul.stir.
ring reminiscences of religion's darker days,
- Good old Luther, his white bair streaming in the
free air of heaven, clustered round by stern, but

nés, centurice age. 1t has now none of its
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% golemn swell, now deep and low, then slowly
rising in pathetic majesty, like bowed religion
martyred for ber God.”" Little of its former
self is détected in the rapid organ tones of some
of our churches to-day. Those who sre old
enough to remember the beautiful beart-swelling
eflect produced by its crescendoed rise and fall
of even twenty-five years ago, have doubtless
often mourned over the sad perversions of to day.
And the same may be said of almost all of those
old tunes. Many of the youvnger singers have
seldom or never beard them rendered in proper
character, and consequently dislike beauties for
which they bave never cullivated an apprecis-
tion. Besides, many ill-governed voices find it
more difficult to crescendoe an i diminich tones,
consequently disliking the labor, and baving
little or no good taste, their clamor for the
easier style overcomes the facile chorister, and
the music is martyred to the indolence of pam-
pered singers, |

But we defer forther animadversion upon
this point, as we sball bave occasion again to
refer to it more particularly.

Having thus far referred to the necessity ot a
choir in places ot public worship, its character
and that of its membership, I shall now proceed
to show the methods by which the choir is sus-
tained, and its labors vitalized, as also nctice
the separate influences which it induces, or
which control it for good or ill. In districts,
communities, or churches, where no choir exists,
the common practice has been to organize a
singing school or class, and »9 domestic, sectari-
an and other influences—ol 8 social pature aleo,
—forbid the gnarantee of sufficient numbers to
render its condoct remuperative to the Teacher,
others, unconnected with the chorch, are ad-
witted. The class is organized, and progresses
with profit or otherwise, according to the amount
of interest manifested by the minister and mem.
bers of the church, Eventually the elass cloves,
and the members divide off to their various
churches ; their numbers, in any one denomina-
tion, being too small for usefulness, the improve.
ment already effccted is suffered to remain un-
supported by continued practice, and the know-
ledge already secured quietly dies out, a natural
but shameful death by neglect, = Bometimes
Parents entertain prejudices against classes for
vocal improvement, and reluctantly patronise,
or regard all future meetings of the same kind
as places for “innocent amusement,” The
young people, with their buoyant tendencies
and love of amusement, make capital of the
apathy acd indifference of the perents, and the
“ singing school ” becomes synonomous with
“ play-bouse,” and * evening party,” etc., etc,
Buch are the results,

Another church, adopting a different method,
and with somewhat better guaranties of success-
ful issue, supplies from its congregation alone

the members ot the class, paying remunerative |’

fees, but n'tlc‘alooting the all-important provision
of a good Teacher, The choir thus established
sati the congrega‘ion but for a short time,
when the teacher leaves and the organization

soon perishes for lack of sustenance and en-
couragement, :
Another church organizes a choir and employs
an eficient Teacker for three terms of twenty
or more lessons at least, A chorister obtains
separate training for future service, the Teacher
is stimulated to his utmost by being well remu.
nerated, and the work is properly conducted
and finished, The latter is the only true and
proper system of organization, which will com-
mand the sympatby and co-operation of minister

and people,
( T'o be continued.)
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For the Christian Messenger,
A Bcemne at Sea,

It is the fifth of Auguet, 1866, the glorious sun
is shedding a flood of light on the bosom of the
broad Atlantic, and the white sails of the noble
ship Phenix as she gallantly cleaves bher way
through the dark waters and dashes on towards
ber destined port, it is such a scene as would
make a sailor's heart exult as he gazed upon the
sight, but now it is far different, a once joyous
erew pace the deck with down east looks, the
officers give and the men receive their orders
with saddeved hearts. Why is this? There is
death and sickness on board the ship. One
loved form lies cold in death and four others
seem likely to follow soon ; the day wears on and
at the setting of the first dog-watch the courses

are hauled up, the main topeail Jaid aback while
the colours are set union down, the neatly
shrouded and ballasted is brought to the .
way followed by the officers and crew, thm-
al service of the church of England is read, and
e By 1 pamentiod 1o i resing pioee, hore
. B, | to its aoe to
mn‘in x’ml the sea shall |5n'|'p't'h dead that
are in
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Prince Edward Island.

To morrow, Thureday, 6th of December, is
ed by the Government of P, E. 1 as 8
AY O THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER.

Tar Evecrions.—On the 19th of the

ent month six members of the Legislative Coun-
cil of P, E. 1. will be elected, t nomber of
seats baving become vacant by law.

AcCIDENTS.~A man named Wulter Gaul fell
from the roof of a bouse in Charlottetown,
P. E. 1, a few days since, and was killed,

An old man pawed Bernard McTague, was
being carried by a friend in bis gig for a short
distance, when, coming to an uneven place in
the road, he was thrown out, and so mueh in-
jured that be died the nex: morning.

New Brunswiok.

The Shi ters of Bt, Jobn sre all on's
strike. The masters and workmen bave each
formed themselves into separate Associations, for
the purpose of protecting their own interests,
Ot course both will suffer,

Sxow in great abundance, bas fallen, at
Miramachi, affording excellent sleighing.

A paper collar factory is to be established in
8t. John, N. B. The capital is to be $100,000,
The Company expect to bave France and Great
Britain for & market,

"Clmdn. .

MoNTREAL.~It appesrs by a telegram re.
ceived on Thursday iast, that the correspondent
of the New York paper who reported meetings
in Montreal in favor of Annexation, mgb&
mislead the public. The statement s pro-
nounced “quite devoid of foundation.”
The following is the telegram referred to i~
“ Rev. d, A, Allyn preached las. evening in the
Episcopal Catbedral at Kingston to a large audi-
enge in favor of Annexs to the United
Btates, Also, that a meeting bas been called
to meet in Montreal to discuss the benefits to be
derived from Annexation, which the people of
the Lower Provinces greatly desire,”
The object of such villainous falsehoods is
r:my transparent. ‘They doubtless aim to mis |
ad the ignorant as to the proclivities of the
Canadian people and encoursge attempts on that
country,

QueBkc. —A telegram on Thursday, states
that His Worship the Mayor of Quebeec was
authorized to draw $1000 for relief of sufferers
by late fire—subscriptions volleeted in Dublin,

ADMIMISTRATOR OF THE GOVERNMENT —
Gen. Michel is to be sworn in shorily and will
act as Administrator of the Government during
the sbsence of Lord Monck who is going to
England by the next Cunard steamer to assist
in the confederation project,

Tae Fexians.—From Toronto we learn that
8 Quebec correspondent saye, fears are enter-
tained of a raid from Vermont during the trials
of the Fenians at Bweetstrong, The object be-
ing to rescue the prisoners, ,t is d that
the Fenians ave gathering at Bt, Alban's and
other points on the frontier, No decision hes
et been rendered in the matter of the appeal
of Counsel for Fenian prisoneis for new trial,

Tar Pusric Bonoors v Urrer CANADA,
-~ The total expenditure for Common School
rurpocu by U£ Canada, last year, waé near-
1,600,000 dollars—being not much short of a
ollar for each individual of the whole popula-
tion, The number of male Teachers omp&yed
is 2080 ; female Teachers, 1701,

We learn through the Toronto - Globe that
efforts have been made to introduce somo provi:
sion for Beparate Behooly in the Contederation
Scheme, Bhould this be true it will be an ele-
ment of strife and discord well calculated to de-
stroy the Union and bring down general eon-
demnation on the introducers,

The Beauharnois canal was repaired and a
steamer passed through on the 15th inst.

It is said that Mr, McGee announced at a con®
cert in Monitreal lately, that the Fenians cone
demned at Toronto would not be executed,

It is further rumored that in consequence of
some remarks he made on the same occasion, he
(Mr, McGee) will not be sent to the Paris Ex.
hibition, and quite & change will be made in the
ministerial programme,

LATEST FROM UNITED STATES.

New Youk, Dee. 8, p. m,~Becretary Beward
bas received the follow abg despatch ;—

“ 1 bave arrested Jobn H. Burratt, one of
President Lincoln's assassing ;| no dooLt about

identity.
(Bigned) Have, U. 8, Consul Gen,,
Alexandria, Egypt."

Mexico~The following despateh was re-
oeived from Washington on the 27th ult :
Hiehld important news was received to-night
by the Government from Rio Grande to the el
feot that General Bedgewick, commanding the
United 8um mm'qé” into Mulo:, u::.t
tween Gaudaloupe and Malamoras, an ,
.:(Hg?‘n eity, anncancing that

is intention was to protect American residents
doing business there,

The cooupation of Mesloan Territory, by the
Uni n:“ . nsed temen
”u‘t:.d Mm& “'Dv:qo.’{‘ ‘aso great exol t

~(Gen

Campbell . Bbaridan is on the
Rio Grande, his course in the matter is awaited
with interest.

LATEST FROM EUROPE.
By Atlantic Telegraph.

Excranp,—London, Nov, 26.—Further ar-
rests of & Fenians have been made in
Ireland. The national troops are ready to move

at l.’ mbt'o warning. i

r or some parts of the Nicaragua
route Kv; n dwarded, The Zimes considers
that the éntire scheme will be divided between
the Governments of England, France, and the
United States, :
There bas been renewed fighting in Candia.
It is said that that the Turks have been badly
beaten, and have suflered greatly, no less than
8000 baving been killed and 2000 taken pris-
oners.
Twelve thousand breech:-loading Rifles are to
be sent b{ the British Government to Ireland for
the use of constables. Arrests of Fenians con-
clnl’n'o‘tobo made in Ireland, and the troops are

nt,

here at the Xm ect of an innoalm outbreak in
Ireland, All cgo London papeks to-day, except
the Post, simultaneously vee strong and bister
language against the Fenians, and warn them
that they will re¢eive no wercy. The Times
say the rebellion must be uumm out as we
stamped out the cattle plague. News says,
“ England must put down relentlessly the sedi-
tious movement which her misrule has stirred up.”
The Telegraph declares that measures must be
taken which will render it certain that the very
first symptoms of revolt shall be stamped out
with an iron beel, Captured robbers should
certainly be left to to the just ri
and there should be no bope for them from the
U, 8, The Morning Herald referring to the
condemned Fenians in Canada says there should

be no loop-hole of escape for future offenders.
Troops are being sent to Ireland and gunboate
are sailing for Ir '

The Fevian tronbles in Ireland bave assumed
considerable importance, and there is no doubt
that a serious outbreak has occurred, Two regi-
ments of national troops were urg#ntly ordered
to Ireland yesterday afternoon, and transports
were being prepared all last oight at Portsmoath.
A large detachment of marines was algo sent over
to Queenstown from the war steamer Plymouth,
A gunboat at Chatham was ordered to sail for
Queenstown humodiauli. Much alarm was felt
at Cork and throughout Ireland generally. The
London T'imes of this morning believes the chief
organizer Btephens will command at the rising
if &o has not already, The Globe editorially
bints that more serious trouble with the United
E::tcko is really at the bottom of the Fenian out-
ok,
Nov. 80.—A gunboat left Bheerness yesterday
and another will leave to-day, Their destination
is Ireland. They carry with them a large supply
of arms and amounition to be used in the sup-
on of Fenian outbreaks.
No more arrests bave been made,
Dee, 1,—~Queen Victoria and suite went to
Wolverbampton to‘day, where she ook chief
art in the ceremony of unveiling the statue of
g‘rlnco Albert, Immense crowds of persons
were present, who exteuded an enthusiastic wel-
come to the Queen.
There is & vague rumor that the Chief Or-
ganizer, Btephens, lately arrived in Paris, and
is secreted there,
It is reported on good authority that Mr. Bige-
low, United Btates Minister at Paris, recently
read 10 Napoleen in person a very grave and
decided despatch from Becretary Seward. His
despatch, so the report goes, implicitly required
France to folfil the engagements she entered in-
to with regard to the Mexican quession, The
Emperor, however, made no reply.

1t is denied that the English militia will go to
Ireland.~—~Martial law bhas been proclaimed in
Limerick city,

All the regular troops in- this ecity will be
strictly confined to the precinets of their bar-
racks during the Reform meeting, which takes
place here on Monday,

Ligut, Maury, late Confederate naval com-
mander, has arrived in London,

It is quite probable that troops will be sent to
Liverpool and Glasgow on account ol the bad
iﬁlin; that prevails among the Irish in those

ties. )

Many arrests bave been made by the Govern-
ment in Ireland.

Ldverpool, Nov, 26.—~The Barque Alice Grey,
from Bonﬁor. Maine, has been lost at sea. The
u;?:o was drowned, but the rest of the crew are
a8,

"~ Dee, 1,~The Cunard steamer Java, which
sailed from Boston Nov, 21st, arrived here this
morning,

Faancr~Paris, Dec, 1 ~~The Journal De-
bate says Rome will be evacuated on the 13th

inst,
Dec. 2.~~A despatch from America concern-

in tbomwlonfln?-m the United
Iulam troops caused a mar «lruuhztln h:-.

IraLY.~— Florence Nov, 24.~The Government
of ltaly will renew negotiations at once with the

Prussia~Berlin, Nov, 26.~The Prasian
Government intends to bave & Consul General
located in the city of New York,

"~ PORTUGAL,~ Dee, 1,~The famons

M omah and six other vessels belonging to
SR

Ix,
5 Biobeo, Dt Fier, agod 8 o s of

Is received bere with
intense sy not hlhvﬁ' that this
action has been contemplated by Govern

s
navy, are now riding at an-
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