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All things earmest. 

Fime is earnest, 

Passing by ; 
.. Death 1s earnest, 

Drawing nigh. 
Sinner! wilt thou trifling be ¥ 

Time and death appeal to thee. 

Life is earnest ; 
When tis o'er, 

Thou returnest 
Nevermore. 

Soon to meet eternity, 
Wilt thou never serioas be ? 

Heaven is earnest ; 
Solemnly 

Float its voices 
Down to thee. 

O ! thou mortal, art thou gay. 
Sporting through thine earthly day ? 

© Hell is earnest ; 
Fiercely roll 

Burning billows 
Near thy soul. 

Woe for thee, if thon abide. 

Unredeemed, unsanctified ! 

God is earnest ;. . . 
Koeel and pray 

Ete thy season 
Pass away 3 

Ere be set his jndgment throne, 
Vengeance ready, mercy gone ! 

Christ is earnest, 
Bids thee “come !"’ 

Paid thy spirit's 
Priceless sum. 

Wilt thou spurn thy Saviour’s. love, 
Pleading with thee from above ? 

Thou refusest, 
Wretched one | 

Thou despisest 
God’s dear Son ! 

Madness | dying sinner, turn | 
Lest His wrath within thee barn. 

When thy pleasures 
All depart, 

What will soothe thy 
Fainting beart ? 

riendless, desolate, alone, 

Eotering a world*snknown ! 

O, be earnest ! 
Loitering 

Thou wilt perish ; 
Lingering 

Be vo longer—rise and flee ; 
Lo! thy Saviour waits for thee 
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BY DR. HOVEY, 

Fifth Article. 

THE INSTITUTION OF THE SUPPER. 

Finally, we come to the institution of the 
supper by our Saviour himself,” Many were 
the persons in Judea, Galilee, and Bawaria, 
who had believed in Christ snd had been bap- 
tized. © We .read of “above five hundred 
brethren” by whom he was sden ‘at o.uce after 
his 'vesurrection. Many of ‘thesé ‘brethren 
were doubtless in Jervsalém at the er 
when the eucharist wes instituted, But the 
were in no proper sepse a church, a distinct 
responsible body, called uly a, Ly of 
ihe nation, apd acting together as the servants 
of Christ, * For the pp word" ‘ecclesia, 

* which expresses the idea of evoking, calling 
put, piso suggests that. of oa 
together, and is therefore most approj to 
the Christian phurélr aw wed, rgusiad 
body, hag divide Sh Boch © mass 
of mel i walled togolies by livine buthofiey 

she Tilo bad dndpin ov 
miniate sential 

had been summened: to 

ameng 

"| received into ‘its fellowship, 

| ves Car » ir 

|it a right to offer 

united in belief and in action ; in a word, they 
were in all important respects a Christian 
church, a responsible community separate from 
the world and aesociated in the service of 
Chiist. 
The other notice of the Lord's supper in 

the New Testament confirm, rather than weak- 
en, the evidence afforded by Paul's language 
to the Corinthians, that this ordinance w:8 
intended for the churches, as such, and was 
administered in apostolic times to. none but 
members of Christian churches in good stand- 
ing, ; * When we read of the baptism. of sin- 
gle individuals, as of Paul and the Ethiopian 
eunuch, there is never any intimation that the 
administration ot the Lord's supper followed. 
Even when whole households are baptized, as 
in the case of Lydia, the Philippian jailor,and 
Crispus at Corinth, the same silence is ob- 

|served. But when great numbers were bap- 
tized, as on the day of Pentecost, .we find 
them socn after joining in the celebration of 
the Lord's supper. And in all these instan- 
ces of “breaking bread,” there are good rea- 
sons for supposing the presence and action of 
a Christian church, 

It may also be remarked that this ordi- 
nance appears to have been restricted uniform- 
ly by the early Christians to church members. 
» This food,” says Justin Martyr, * is called 

us eucharistia ; ot which no one is 
allowed to partake who does not believe that 
what we teach is true, and has net been 
bathed in' the bath for the remission of sins 
and unto regeneration, and does not live as 
Christ has enjoined.” * Three prerequisites 
are here ‘laid down ; namely, faith, baptism, 
and an’'orderly ‘walk ; and, with few excep- 
tions, Christians of every name, from ‘the 
apostolic age to the present, have agreed in 
this matter with the contemporaries of Jus- 
tin. 

It seams to us, therefore unnecessary to say 
mor¢ in support of our third position. In 
view of the qualification’ last named, an or- 
derly church walk, the Baptists of this coun- 
try do not for the most part feel themselves 
at liberty tc invite to the Lord’s table those 
members of other churches whom they look 
upon as unbaptized. As the Lord's supper is 
a church ordinance, they hold that none but 

members of the church observing 'it are strictly 
entitled to partike, and that none can proper- 
ly be invited to join with them in the service, 
who could not be ‘welcomed, without change 
of views, to full membership. They also 
hold that those who are giving, and pledged 
to give, the weight of their inflaence against 
what is believed by a chursh to be essential 
in doctrine and practice, cannot properly be 

f admitted, 
they would sow the seeds of dissension. By 
receiving them the ohurch’ would pull down 
with one hand what it is bolding up with the 
other, Thus those members of Pedobap-ist 
churches to whom we now refer, do steadily 
affirm apd “teach by their ecclesiastical po- 
sition that infant sprinkling is in effect Chris 
tian baptism, or else that baptism is not pre- 
requisite to full membership and an order 
walk in ‘a’ Christizn church, < In" either case 

{they ‘throw the whole weight of their exam- 
ple against thé doctride of believers’ baptism, 
a doctrine which in the judgmedt of Baptists is 
essential to Chtistian obedipnce as well as’ to 
the perfect organization and highest parity of 
the church.” How, ‘then, ‘¢an their caarch 
walk be endorsed by the latter as orderly? 
[sit believed tobe so? Were the members of 
any Baptist choroh to act as decisively in some 
other way, agaiost this doctrine, would the 

of the truth * and originators of division? 
And thechiarch being right in its doctrine, ought 
it dot ‘to’ withdraw its fellowship’ from ‘them 
s Rai disorderly and’ not ‘after the gos 
port “#Now 1 besecch you brethren,” says 
aul to Ro ‘ | hich ct.use 

divisions and offendes contrary tothe doctrine 
which ye have learned, and avoid them.” Bat 
it a B-ptist-choveh ¢ought ‘to withdraw the 
band of iellowship bom who ~ them- 

86 ‘the “duty of obeying 
shosms aploia command of Chiat Su 

is hand to. the seme. per- 
sons'as'soen ws! they ‘wre united with another 
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- a body. They : ex 

whampions-of bis cause ; they bd’ a 
purse and a faithless Lreasurer ; 

ble union ‘at the Lo 

y, the be 1? be entirely: 

‘retain their hold on the censcience ; but we 

§ | touched, and who mourne2 in secret over the 

y | but the 
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| spevial awd united pra 

| tally kept 

IL p—— ES | 

agreed od earth to plead his promise of moroy 
and they were détermined still to labor, and 
towait. They met generally with the dishear¢- 
ening report, * There is nothing,” but no less 
constantly parted with the injunction, * Go 
again seven times.” 

But the day dawned at last. An unae- 
countable solemnity and spirit of inquiry was 
gaining ground.” The v: Lannie was seized, 
and an evening meeting for prayer established. 
Numbers flocked together, and the Spirit of 
God was present. The tear of penitence— 
the broken hearted ery for mercy—the happy 
assurance of the eonciousness of pardoned’ 
sin, made their hearts glad, and testified to 
the’ faithfulness of a covenany God. One by 
one their nearnest and dearest were gathered 
into the church of thé Redeemer, and as ow 
each successive oceasion' they stood around: 
the baptismal waters, their faith received new 
strength, and a firmer trast was given in the 

see no good reason for pronouncing it ‘“close.” | great and precious promises: ; 

In refty, the great question between other| Nor was the meroy confined to them alone, 

denominations and the one for which we have| but far off frofa church to church the blessed 

andeavored to sp2ak, relates to the subjects | influence spread and sinners flocked “as clouds, 

and the rite of baptism. A more careful ex- | and as doves to their windows.” . The whole 

amination of this question may, perhaps, in {region was aroused, and satan trembled 

time, by the blessing of God, bring together | for his empire. The fruits of that revival 

those who pow-differ ; and if it does, whether | season remain to-day. Some are faithtully 

by a change of belief on the part of Baptists, | serving the" Master cn ¢arth and some haveen~ 

or by a change on the part of Pedo-baptists, | tered izto rest. : ; 

the former will be relieved of a duty, the per-| ~The two friends are far away now from the 

formance of which occasions them far more |scene of their prayers and their victory, but 

sorrow than it does others,—the daty of re- | often as their thoughts revert to the proofs of 

strioting their invitation to the Lord's supper | God's faithfulness witnessed there, all doubts 
to members of Bapfist churches, ‘Such a ‘“con- | must vanish, and gabeliet be'scattered to the 

summation is devoptly to be wished.” May | winds. LS 0 

God hasten it by revealing his truth to aill| Pray on then, Brethren! Surely there is 

who love out Lord Jesus Christ! Then shall | enough proof of our Father's faithfulness, 

we rejoice, not only in ‘Christian fallowship, | everywhere, you can sosrcely look over your 
but also in sacramental feilowship, own experience without meeting with some 

signal answer to prayer, and why should you 
go so often, doubting, to the mercy-seat! 
Where is the mountain-removing faith * that 
our early brethren possessed ? ‘If two of you 
shall on earth as touching anything 
that they shall ask, it shell be done.” 

Baptists would then gladly invite all who give 
evidence of faith to partake with them. But 
such a sign it can never be while, besides 
faith, baptism and an orderly church walk 
are the scriptural terms of admission to the 
Lord’s supper. 
From what has been said it appears that 

the principles which require Baptist charvhes 
to limit their invitation to the Lord’s supper 
to Christians of their own faith and order, 

are identical with those which determine the; 
action of other evangelical: chnrches in this! 
matter. Hence we cannot perceive the fitness 
ot calling their practice * close communion.” 
In principle it is as open as that of most or- 
thodox churches ; as open as the New Testa- 
ment allows them to make it. We treely ad- 
mit that it i8 * restricted ; and so it must 

continue to be while the example of apostolic 
Christians and the authority of imspired men 

For the Christian Messenger. 

¢“ God is faithful.” 

«If two of you shall agree on earth as 
touching anything that they shall ask, it shall 
be done for them of my Father which is io 
heaven.” 

It was a dull time in the chavch at S.; the 

love of many had waxed cold, and the love ot 

the world was abounding. God's few faithfal 
ones had been praying long, but ¢ the cloud 
like a man’s hand’ bad not yet appeared, and 
nine years had passed without an addition te 
their numbers. Death too had been among 

them and removed the pillars of the Church. 
The pious, and faithful had gone to their re- 
ward, and the broken ranks remaining seemed 
ill prepared to battle with the foe ; bat there 
were those, faint yet pursuing still, who could 
trust the promises, and: the language of whose 
he rts was, * We will not let thee go except 
thou bless us.” In an outstation of the 
church where gospel privileges were infre- 
quent, and a peculiar lathargy seemed to bave 
overtaken the entire community, two young 
men were found, whose hearts the Lord had 
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For the Christian Messenger. 

Egotism. 

“ Lot another may. praise thee and (mot 
thioe own mouth, a stranger and - not thing 
own lips,” are tho words of holy. writ. But 
how different iy the case in these days. Mea 
love praise, and when they .cannog get it thy 
will praise themselves. They imagine that 
they bave done some good deed, and people 
must know. it; we live in an enlightened 
age, aod must let our light shine and: boast of 
our good works before men. We are selfs 
wade men; self-taught, model men, and the 
world ‘mast’ Kpow it. ‘We mast laud it to the 
skies. Our lodg prayers and much fasting, 
deeds of charity: and’ giving of alms must be 
made known for the benefit of coming genes 
rations! But what hast thou that thou didst 
not reegive ;, or what hast, thou dove that is 
new undar she sun? Whore then is boasting? 
Is it not vain? Where is the hidden pringiy 
ple that emanates trom love, wisdom, virtue, 
aod humility, that prompts to acts of benexgy 
lence, and deeds of justice, and performs with, 
out. boasting or exaggeration ? If we have 
doneanything worth doing, will not others know 

it.?.. Then why. tell it ourselves as though we 
feared. it, would never, be. known, Boast. net 
at all, espocially. of thyself, neither in little. 
matters. nor. great ones, meither in the sy 
stance nor, in the gigcumstance, neither ge 
word nor deed, that is, pretend not what ip. 
false, nor cover that which is true, For if we- 
have done evil sin lieth at the door, and if 
we have done good a reward is promised tha. 
our works shall speak when we are dead 
hn Blues on +o A BUBSCRIRER, 

desolations of  Ziow, ' It seemed a hopeless 
task, that of awakiag any religious interest 
there, and. the doubting words of Kaekiel 

alone seemed: applicable to the case, ** Can 
these dry bones live?” 
The difficnlties seemed insurmountable. A 

proposal to try to start an evening prayer-meet. 
ing was. discussed and -abaodoued. No ove 
would take part in ‘it but themselves ; ougi. 

osity might lead a few to attend for a while, 
probabilies were all against, them, and 

they shrank from the endeavor in very hope- 
lessness. Preach, they could not; though 
their hearts might burn within them, it need- 
ed: wore courage than either: 1 to 
face ap audience of orities and scoffers; basides 
in their christian childhood they felt rather 
like learning the (alphabet of Caristiavity 
{rom the bumblest of their Master's disciples, 
than teaching it to bis tocs. But there was 
ond source of help yet remaining: +~one wea- 
ge thodgh not untried yet univjuredatill. 
wo evenings of the weck were set apart for 

yer, and though often 
separated by huodreds of miles they faith 

the sol ement, and at the, 

‘hour appointed, whatever the circumstances or 
each, 
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To extract from ‘the Bible the dostrines ot: 
election, she agedoy of the Spirit, snd salve. 

| vation by grace, would bédike taking. from a 
buisan body, its skeleton 'its head, - and its. 
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deprives Chriatin..of he. Bible, fhe 
influence of the Spirit and of prayer, - 
he like taking from a living men, his food, 
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