e W &V W ¥

ne

or -
ves
ost

ily
\ND
(N -
her
We
ing
LET
RS,
hat
low

NS,

-

- the devoted misei
& most fit and worthy bi

.angel of

* and whose cheerful spirit belped not a little to
- make her brow as noble and as loity

A REPOSITORY OF REL

™

“ot, glothfnl in Dusiness : fervent fn spirit.”

NEW SERIES,
v“. xl. No.‘»', ’ h

 Weligions.

Becolleeﬂonl of Miss Mary Lyon.

Every one will say, that Miss Fidelia Fisk,
teacher of Persia, was
her of Miss
Mary Lyoo. Standing together first as pupil
and teacher, and afterwards as associate teach.
ers, Miss Fisk had rare opportanities for
koowing Miss Lyon thoroughly., Bat it is not
opportunity alone that gives insight and the
power to write on sach a theme. It is the
possession of a kindred spirit. Their souls
were in harmony, in t thoughts and pur-
poses. Familiar as the community is with the
neral story of Miss Mary Lyovn, and the
fieving wonument ot her energy and devotion,
the famous school at South Hadley, these fresh
reminigcences will have a peculiar value. For
this work is pot a copy of what has been al-
ready written, but it is in the full sense origi-
nal and native to the writer. ' She opens the
book with the following briet sentence from
Miss Lyou’s writings : *“ I am more indebted
to my mother than to all others exoept my Ma-
ker.” :

The following beautiful passage is quoted
from one of Miss Lyon’s addresses to her class
aud we give it here, not only as preparatory
of what follows, but also as a fine eompre-
hensive thought expressed in a mosi _heppy
way s—

‘“When God has a great work for any one
to do ia the world, he usually gives him a
peculiar training for it; and that training is
just what no earthly friend wouid choose for
bim, and sometimes it i8 ro long continued
that there seems to us to be bat little time left
for him to work. We should not have led
Moses into Midian to prepare him to guide a
nation, and certainly we sliould not have left
him thero forty years. But God Lnew that
the life.of the humble shepherd, ani in the
desert too, would best fit him to lead his people
like a flock, that he needcd to be in that
school 0o less than forty years to be the truly
meek Moses, He who was tobring water out
of the rock for all Israel, must first humble
himeelf to draw, and perhaps many times,

water for the sheep of the danghters of Jethro. |.
He who was to receive offerings for the tab..

ernacle till he should say, ¢ Let neither man
por woman make any offering,’ must needs know
what some of these ocost, by seeing the daugh-
ters of Midian spin and dye with their own
bands. He must have long years of quiet,
under the eshadow of Sina’, for meditatior on
the character of God besore ha could meet
that God on the top of the mount, and there
receive the lively oracles to give unto us.”

It is pot likely that Mies Liyon thought of
berself, and of her own early lite and discipline
when she was thus instructicg her pupils, and
teaching them how God bad raised wp 1he
great men of aocient times from huwble places
end lowly ocoupations, but Miss Fisk sees
‘the analogy and turns it 10 account as fol-
lows :— . ok Y

*“ We can bard'y feel less interest ip Mary
Lyon’s early home, wkere Conway, Ashficld,
and Bucklacd made the * Three Corners,’ than
in Moses’ dwelling in the dcsert. Her twen-
ty years in that * Mountain home’ were as
surely the Lord’s preparation for guiding the
thousands of the dsughters of America as
were Moses' forty years in the wildgrness, a

reparation for his leading the thousands of
{suel. In that pure mountsin air, smon
bills and streams and the rocks and the trees,
she acquired that physical strength which en-
abled her to bear a pressuro and care in after
life that might have carried others to an early
grave. Aud there, in the care of a mother,
who, ehe tells us, ‘was & sort of presiding
good works in all that neighborhood,

at forty
a8 on her bridal day,’ she learned to love all,
and to have 80 much of cheerfulness in her
beart, that Dr, Hitohoock eould say, after
thirty years’ acquaintance ; * Never did [ ree a
cloud on her countenance.’

* That * wild, romantie, little farm, made
more to feast the soul than to feed tho body,
ov which wag that little mountain home, yield.
ed €0 abundantly, under the widowed mother’s
care, that none of her seven children * ever

thought of being dependent or depressed,’
least of all the sunny-faced Mary.” v

| readily relioquish it all, and become
g{wore than poor, il its prosperity should de-
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Miss Lyon was ﬂnt employea as’a teacher, | Together they ha;i .s;e; many a weary

ot Shelburne Falls, when she was only seven-
tcen years of age, when she bad 75 cents a
week for her services, and, according to a cus-
tom then common, *boarded round,” in the
different families sending pupils to the sehool.
Up to this time she herselt had never attend-
ded any other than the simple distriot school.
At the nge of 20, she entered Sanderson’s
Academy, in Ashfield, payiog for her board
by labor. Here she greatly distinguished
herselt as a scholar, and began to give promise
of what she was atterwards to become. She
was also for a time at Amherst Academy. At
the age of 24, she found her way to Byfield
Academy, then under the care ot that celebra-
ted teacher Rev. Joseph Emerson. She was
always ready to acknowledge her greut in-
debtedness for the influenne here exerted upon
ber. After remaining here for a season, she
returned to Sanderson’s Academy as an assist-
ant, At the age of 27, she became asscoiated
with Miss Grant, also of noble memory, in the
instruction Of Adams Female Academy at
Derry, N. H. She remained here but a short
time when she returned to Buckland and had
charge of a class of twenty-five yonncg ladies.
Her life in all these ycars scems changing.
She wes at Derry, Asbfield, Ipswich, and
Bucklacd. . Her stay at Ipswich, however,
where she was again associated with Miss
Grant was longer, continuing for four years.

Bat we bave now reached the time when
the thought of founding a Femgle Seminary,
of a different order, and on a moté ‘comprehen-
sive plan, to engross her thoughts, day
aod night. Thefollowing extract will show
the depth of ber earnestuess and consecration
to this work :— N

* Miss Lyon saw very great difficulties to
be overcome in founding such an institution,
but she said : * I do believe such a work will
be effected at some future day, perhaps some
twenty or fifty years from this time.’ As she
withdrew from lpswioh, in theautumn of 1884
to give herself wholly to the noble cause she
said : * [ never Bad a prospect of engaging in
aoy labor which seemed 8o directly the work
of the Lord as this. It is very sweet, in the
widst of darkness and doubt, to commit the
whole to hia gaidance.’

“ Bat she-adds : < I am about to cmbark in
a frail boat oa a boistcrous sea, I know uot
whither 1 shall be driven, or how I shall be
directed.” It is true that she was in a frail
bark, on an unexplored, as well as boisterous,
sea ; for as yet there was no euch seminary as
she proposed in our land or world. But the
cause was committed to One who knew every
shoal, breaker, and circling eddy of that sea.
On QOect. 8rd, 1836, when friends came to-
gether and laid the corner-stone of Mt. Holy-
oke Seminary, Miss Lyon wrole: ‘[ haye
indued lived to see the time when a body of
gentlemen have ventured to lay the cormer-
stone of an edifice which will cost about
$15,000, and will be an institution for the
education of females.” Upon that corver-
stone she stooped down and wrote: * The
Lord hath remembered our low estate, and
felt that another stone in tho foundation of
our great system of benevolent operations,
which are destined. in the hand of God, to
convert the world, had been laid, ,

“ She said of the prospeotive seminary :—
“Had I a thousand lives, I could sacrifize them
all in suffering and hardship for its sake,
Did I possess the test fortuve, I could
poor and

wand.it,’ Bhe thauked God for the privilege
of doing, saying : ¢ The feeble efforts whioh 1
am permitted to pat forth in co-operating with
others in laying the foundation of this new
semidary will probably do more for the cause
of Christ, after 1 am laid in my grave, thas
all 1 have done in my life before.’”— Mon-
treal Wiiness. :

’NM’. Carpenters.

4

Two persons were walkiog one night in an
Atberican city where one vfo a ¢t and
the other a guest. The elder of the two was
actively engaged in a work of benevolence, in
the blessings of which the people of N——and

the students of——— College mutually shared.
The work was too or him, be had
invited his young , an impenitent lad, of

whom we will speak as Heory, to aid him.

— e e e e+

da
in supplying the Christian laborers, as they
crowded tho depository of trath, Exhausted
by their toils, they were now returning for a
n‘i’gbt’n repose. Hitherto, not a word had been
addressed to the obliging lad about his soul.
The opportunity seemed to have arrived. A
quaiot butfitting manoer was chosen. .

“ Henry,” asked the elder of the. two, “do
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a8 fast as facilities are afforded for settlig it

y | by the construction of the Intercolonial Rail-

way from Halifax to Quebec, the widening and
deepening of the Canadian canals, and the re-
moval of obstructions from the passes and
rivers, and lakes beyond, a tide of immigra-
tion is certain to set in that will yet make all
that rich valley, stretehing away east from the
foot of the Rocky Mouotains towards the ris-

you know what became of Noah’s carpenters?’

* Noah’s carpenters!” exclaimed Heary ;I
didn’t know that Noah had any carpenters.”

“Certainly be must have had help in build.
ing oueof the largest and best-proportioned
ships ever put upon the stocks, There must
bave been many ehip-zarpenters at work for a
long time to have constructed such a vessel in
such an age. What became of them, think
you, when all the fountains of the great deep
were'brokén up, and the windows of heaven
were opeved 7

't What do you mean by such a queer qoes-
tion?” Henry replied.
~“Nomatter what, just now. Please answer
the inquiry. Aund you may aleo tell me, if you
will, what yon would have done in that dread-
ful hour, whea the storm came in-its fury, and
Noah’s prophecies were all tulfilled, and all
bat the family of the preacher of rigteousness
were ready to be ergulfed in those black wa-
ters?”

“I dou’t kcow,” said Honry,‘in a half-
thoughtful bhalt-trifling maoner ; “perhaps 1
should bave got on the rudder.,” .

“This is human patare exactly, Heory., It
would “climb up some other way, rather than
enter the fold by the only door. Lt would ‘get
ou the rudder,’ in its pride and shortsighted-
nees, rather than go into the ark of safety, It
would ‘save iwself,’ by banging on at the hazard
of being swept away into the gulf ot despair,
instead of being saved by the provision of in-
finite love. |

“But I'll tell you plaioly what I mean, Hen-
ry, by Noah's carpenters.. You have kindly
and generoutly given me your aid, day after
day, in building an ark in N , by which
imany, I trust will be saved. I feel grateful
for your help ; but I greatly fear that while
vthers will be rejoicing in the fruit of oar la-
bors, you will be swept away in the storm of
wrath which will, by-and-by, beat on the
heads of those who enter not the ark of Jesus
Cbrist. No huwan device will avail for you.
¢ Getting on the radder’ will not answer;
you must be in Christ.or you are lost. Re-
member Noah's carpenters, and flee to the ark
without delay.”

They reached the house and parted. The
winter came. The lad was placed at a board-
ing sohool, He visited home during the vaca-
tion, and presented himself to the church for
admission to its communion, He then ftated
that the conversation detailed above had never
passed from hismemory. It led him to serious
reflections, and altimately, we trast, to the ark
of satety. He is now eutering a career of wide-
spead public usefuloess. He will never forget
Noah’s earpenters.

Though Noah's carpenters were all drowned
there are a great many o! the same stock now
alive ; of those who contribate to the spiritual

d of others and aid in the rebuilding of the
tedeemer’s kingdom, but who personally neg-
leot thie “great salvation,”—R. S, Cook.

Tae Future of British America.
\

We copy the following article trom' the
Loudon Mining Journal of the 24:h uls,

Ic last week’s journal we directed publie
attention to this subject. * We offer no apology
to the reader for again referring to a topio of
so mugh moment as the mineral wealth of one
of the richest scotions of that great continent
in the western hemisphere, which stretches
from the Artio to the Antaretio circle. We
believe that we are fully justified in represent.
Liug the British posseseions of North America
a8 not inferior to any portion of the United
States. Canada is destined to become, ere
long,the » not merely of British Amer-|
ica, but of a large portion of the United States
as well, = And when commucication is opened
np, as we trust it shortly will be, with the

River cowntry avd the great valley of the
Saskatshewan, British America is not cnlikel
to become the granary of a large portion of

the world. Into the vast domain that lies
awaiting the presence of the husbandman there

ing sun, blossom as the rose. The coal mines
of Nova Bootia and New Brunswick, the por-
tion of this territory lying - nearest Earope,
are all but inexhaustible. Already as
viously intimated, the coak seams of | :
Seotia are being largely worked, and the pro-

ducts supply the United States matkets.~~
Since our last publication, we have ascertained
that although not to so great an extent, yet
capital in New Brunswick is being successfully
invested in developing the resources of that
five province also.” At Albert, in particalar,
most valuable oil coal and oil shale is pro-

richest and most productive in the world, - It
is exported io considerable quantities, and is
in high demand. In other parts of Now
Brunswick coal is also obtained and coming
into use, . ,
. 1o Canada coal oil is becoming s larger
tem of export, rapidly rivalling the Pennsyl-
Vania oil wells in its production and economie
properties. It is in relerence to these fine
provinces, and with a view of consolidating
them ioto one compact whole, that there are
at this moment in Kogland representatives
charged with the responsible duty of ‘settling
amoang themselves, and with the British Gov-
ernment, the terms of an Act of the lmperial
Parliament haviog that object in view.  To
witness a young vation springing, as it were,
out of the loins of another, all the kindly
relations of parent and offspring preserved
and in fall operation, is & sight the werld
has, perkaps, never before been privileged
to behold. ' The old thirteen colonies left us
chafed, angry, and, after a violent struggle,
the remnant of the groap clisg to the tather-
land wish filial affection, and, while assuming
national proportions and quasi-national bur-
dens, still refase to listen to any propositions,
ro matter how plausibly put, which contem-
plate even proximate iandependencs. M.
Goldwin Snith, the able Oxford professor,
drew down upon himself from all the colonies
the strongest amimadversions, because he
toreshadowed an early future of that charac-
ter as their manifest destiny. It may be,’
probably is, a great experiment, but the people
of Kogland are evidently prepared to turnish
the colonies all the legislation they can dasire
to carry out their grand confederstion scheme.
As Sir Strafford Northoote announced recently
at Liverpool they are prepared ** to meet them
alf-way—oy, more than balf-way,” meani

as we interpret it, that every reasonable ai
shall be furnished consistent with the resour-
ces and dignity of the empire. The Fenians
have inflicted upon these provinces great io-
juries and seriour losses by their recent raids,
and their threats of futare invasion. Maaful-
ly bave the colonies resisted, mor have they
refused to accept a gage, and fight batties they
never provoked. It is, theretore, alike the
duty and the interest of the empire to give
these provinces all the reasonable support
they may from time to time require to main-
tain themselves as integral ‘portions of the
empire, requiring only in return that they,
too, shall contribute as British Colonial sub-
jects to the common cause according to their
respective means,

No: willing to be mean.

A geotleman of wealth who had been
much addicted to frolic and sports, was eon-
verted and bocnl?l; & member of one of our
con tions, is congregation had adopt-
od%rheeg"ad valorem: principle, as a m-:tpnn
of defn‘y.ing its expeuses. In a few months
after th g:nth.sn’l conversion, the descons
waited oo him o order to make their assess-
ment; and knowiog that he was rich, and

that his proportions of the expenses would.
amount to & pretty handsome sum, they feared.

that he would not be willing to bear if, and:

y | their domand might give him serious offence,

and prove an injary to him. they
ed their business with some trepi-

dation and great caution, At first he was at

duced, and the mineral is said tobe among the




