
this, became, of course, more explicit. The! 
gentleman was sur . + What on earth,” | 
said he, “do you mean? Did you suppose 
that I would be unwillingto pay my full! 
proportion? When 1 was a man of the 
world, and united with others in a scheme of 
pleasure, I would have deemed myself a mean 
mao, had I not paid my proporiion of the 
expense. Go to the assessor's book, end put 
me down for my full proportion of the éx- 
penses of the church, Do you think that I 
intend to be a meaner man now, since I have 
become a servant of God, than I was when a 
servant of the devil ?"— Methodist. 

REN E—— 

For the Christian Messenger. 

A Minister's Musings. No 2. 

1 bave noticed a discussion in your pages on 
being a Minister. Without entering into its 

. merits let me draw attention to Ministerial 
Duties which may be considered with profit 
by the brethren. All faithtul Ministers of 
thay who are called by the Spirit of 
Gali'to the sacred office, are obliged to act in 

~ tem different departments, 
1. As Ambassadors from the King of kings 

to his rebellious subjects, who have revolted 
from him, with conditions of peace and offers 
of full pardon, it they will return to their 
allegiance, g 

2. As Officers in the army of heaven, to 
enlist soldiers under the banner of Christ, the 
Captain of our salvation; to fight against the 
flesh, the world, and the devil ; to teach them 
their exercise, and to direct them how to ob- 
tain their armour, 

3. As Doctors, who are to make the dis. 
‘orders incident to the buman sdtl their study, 
that they may administer relief to them, and 
direct them to the Great Physician, Christ, 
who alone can perfect their, cure, 

4. As s, who must be well acquaint. 
ed with the land of promise,and the right every 
person has to an inheritance in it, and with 
the wonderful Counsellor, to whom they must 
lead them, to have their claims established 
against ell opposition, ~~ 

5. As Wise Master builders, under the 
Bigh Architect of (he universe, they are to 
endeavour to build up their people as spiritual 
bouses ; as temples for God to dwell in, 

6. As Labourers ir the vineyard to prepare 
the ground of the heart, to plant the good 
seed, to water it, and to watch over it contin- 
ually. 
7 As Shepherds over the flock of the Lord, 

to guard them, to feed them, to strengthen 
the weak, to heal the broken, and to bring 
back the wanderers. 

8. As Stewards of the household of the 
Lord, to dispense to his people the bread of 
life, and to lead them to the Fountaia of liv- 
ing water. 

9. As Watehmen, to the servants of God, 
io warn them of the approach of their ene- 
mies, in order that they may be able to re. 
pulse them, And 
10, As Pilots to guide the souls of the 
persons committed te their charge into the 
haven of everlasting rest, and to teach them 
to cast their anchor, Hope, into the only sure 
ground, the Lord Jesus, where alone they can 
be secure, 

A MinNistTER, 

Week of Prayer. 

The British and Foreign Evangelical Al. 
liance baving again issued a Circular, invit. 
ing Christians to make arrangements for, and 
observe a week of Bpegial United Prayer at 
the commencement of the new year,—The 
Halifax Committee, into whose hands this 
matter was entrusted, again respectfully in- 
vite Christians and Christian Churches in 
Nova Scotia to unite in solemn earnest sup- 
plications at the Throne of the Heavenly 
Grace, for the bestowwment of the several 
blessings suggested in the following, which is 
a copy of the Circular, and is sent to the 
several Ministers throughout the Province, 
that ample time may be given for making the 
Decessary arrangements :— 

In the City of Helifex, Meetings #ill be 
held (D.V.) at the undermentioned times and 
places. | 

(Bigned) By order of the Committee, 
Taos, A, Brown, Chairman, 
James Farquaar, Secretary. 

Ilalifaz, December, 1866, 

WEEK OF PRAYER THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD. 

The grace and goodness of God has been very 
signally manifested during the last seven years, 
both in bringing His people of all countries to 
unite in intercessory and simultaneous prayer, 
and in answering abundantly their requests, 
The Evangelical Alliance, by its British and 

Foreign organizations, under a deep sense of 

§
 

would again affectionately a 
Christians in every Jand to make arrangements 
for observing “ a Week of Special and United 
Prayer” at the commencement of the New 

The united prayer of only two or three dis 
ciples, meeting in our Lord Jesus Christ’s name, 
has the sure promise of a blessing. How great, 
therefore, the encouragement, when believers in 
all countries, with one accord, make common 
supplication to God! Few undertakings have 
been more owned and honored of the Lord than 
these annual seasons of wnited and universal 
prayer. Tidings continue to be received from 
many places, showing how largely and how 
widely the Heavenly blessing descended 
during that season. Many souls have been 
broughi to seek and find the true Saviour; re- 
ligious life and activity among Christians have 
been greatly promoted; and in the testimony 
given by it of the real union of true believers, 
the Gospel of the’Grace of God has been com- 
mended before the world, a stumbling-block bas 
been removed out of the way of unbelievers, 
and the bond of aff-ctionate fellowship between 
those who are brethren beloved in the Lord bas 
been greatly strengthened. It is believed tbat 
many of the stirring events of the last seven 
ears, connected with the revival of religion at 
ome and abroad, the circulation of the Sacred 

Seriptures, the overthrow of slavery, and the 
opening ot doors “ wide and effectual ” for the 
preaching of the Gospel, justity the offering of 
devout praise and thanksgiviog to the Almighty 
for His answers to the petitions of His people. 
The present time, especially, supplies =n ear- 

nest appeal to the Church of God at large to 
arise to the solemn duty of united imtercessory 
prayem Besides the ordinary interests calling 
for our sympathy, let vs not forget that mult. 
tudes of our fellow-creatures are suflering from 
the calamities of recent wars, from the visita- 
‘tion of pestilence and various afflictive dispen-|P 
sations, and the more fatal attacks of scepticism 
and error. 

“ The Lord is nigh unto all them that call 
upon Him, to all that call upon Him in truth.” 
1 will that men pray everywhere, lifting up 

boly bands, without wrath and doubting.” 
“ Ask of me, and I will give thee the heathen 

for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for thy possession.” 

“ Beeing that we bave a great High Priest 
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus, the Son 
of God, let us therefore come boldly unto the 
Throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy 
and find grace to belp in time of need.” 

“ The following topics, amongst others, are 
suggested as suitable for exhortation and in- 
tercession on the successive days of meeting : 

Sabbath, Jany, 6—Y. M. Christian Associa- 
tion, at 4} p.m., a meeting conducted by young 
men. Sermons: On the Presence of Christ 
with His Universal Church. 
Monday, Jany. 7—Granvilie street Church, 

94 a w., and 7§ p.m. Thanksgiving and Con- 
fession of Sin. 

Tuesday, Jany. 8—Brunswick street Church, 
94 am. and 74 p.m. Prayer:—for Nations; 
for * Kings, and all in autherity ;”—for the in- 
crease of righteousness, the prevalence of peace, 
and the holy observance of the Sabbath, : 

Wednesday, Jany. 9—Poplar Grove Church, 
94 am., and 74 pm. Prayer:—for the success 
of Missions among Jews and Gentiles, and tor a 
Divine blessing to accompany the efforts to 
evangelise the unconverted of gzll lands and 
classes. 

Thursday, Jany. 10—8t, Andrew’s Church, 
94 am, 74 p.m. Prayer:—for all who have 
suffered trom the recent wars; tor cur Brethren 
emancipated from slavery ; and for our fellow. 
Christians persecuted for the Gospel's sake, 

Friday, Jany. 11—North Baptist Church, 94 
a.m, and 74 p.m, Prayer :—for Christian Fawi- 
lies, for Schools, Colleges, and Universities. 

Saturday, Jany. 12—Gratton street Church, 
94 am, and 8 p.m. Prayer :—for the Catholic 
Church, tor all Ministers of the Gospel, and for 
the increase of holiness, fidelity, and Christian 
charity among its members. ) 

Sabbath, Jany. 13—Y. M. Christian Associa. 
tion : a meeting conducted by young men, at 
4}, o'clock, p.m. Bermous: On the Unity of 
the Church, and the duty of believers to mani. 
fest it by mutual recognition and active co-oper- 
ation. 

Christian Filessenger. 
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Halifax Chureh Troubles. 

It will be a pity if Episcopalians in Hali- 
fox are mot well instructed on the matter 
of Burplice vs. Black grown, after all that 
has been written on the subject of late, One 
of our morning papers has, for some time 

, had a colamn or more in almost ever 
issue on these troublesome matters of Chure 
of England Ritualism, 

Bishop Binoey hws published the corres. 
ndence between himself and the Rector of 

t. Panl's, Rev. G. W, Hill,—~the same as 
that previously published by the latter gen- 
tleman, with sncimadversions on the siste. 
ments of the latter. It really appears fo us 
s matter of “mint and cummin” whether a 
wan shall wear a of white linen or of 
black silk in which to preach the gospel, 
Why can he vot stand forth in gospel simpli. 

city without either, aud appear like other 
men, seeking only to win their souls to Christ, 
and commend to their fellowmortals the great 
truths of ** the kindgom of God ” which ** is 
pot meat and drink, (or vestments, we mi 
add) but righteousness and 
the Holy Ghost.” We think the Rubric 
would give its sanction as much to the latter 
as to either of the former. With that, how- 
ever, we can have nothing to do, and must 
leave churchmen to fight their own battles 
and interpret for themselves their own Rubric 
and Canons. But we do deeply regret that 
fierce controversies should arise between good 
men, and obtrude themselves on public atten- 
tion; on questions which in themselves are 
utterly contemptible, The combatants, how- 
ever, see heresy under these garments ; on the 
cone hand, as we understand, a giving up of 
evangelical truth for the oo tg of sacra. 
mental efficacy ; and on the a renuncia- 
tion of canonical obedience for views subver- 
sive of Episcopal supremacy and order, 
The former look at the alarming develop- | their 

ments of ritualism in England 2nd regard these 
trifies as tending in that direction ; whilst the 
latter profess—at least so far as the Bishop's 
statements shew,—t0 have no intention of 
any thing more than merely secaring greater 
uniformity in church vestments, and conformi- 
ty to Episcopal orders. 
A most disgraceful scene occurred a short 

time since in a church in {'omersetshire 
where the clergyman bad recently introduced 
the new style of ritualistic observance, Two 
women and four ‘men appeared at the door 
clothed in paper * vestments” described in 
the Bridgewater Mercury as follows : 

“ Tbey consisted for the most part of several 
ieces of paper, either pifined or sewed to- 

gether in the form of a cloak, and intended to 
represent a cope (similar to that worn by Hunt 
in his “ high celebrations”). The paper was 
of various colors, and consisted of ge of pa- 
per-bangings. On the back, in the gayest 
colors, were pieces of paper arranged in the 
form of a large cross, Yieces of large placards, 
rinted on different colored paper, es of il- 

Pestrated periodicals, &e., fastened together, 
belped to complete the costume. One man 
wore a bigh * cardinals bat,” made of yellow 
paper ; another had strips of colored paper at- 
tached to his cap, in imitation of the ribbons 
of a recruit, and wore in front a large placard, 
# Scottish Life Insurance,” while;behind was 
another large placard, “ Sanger’s Celebrated 
Hippodrome.” Immediately after the entrance 
of these was a large accession to the congrega- 
tion of the peo le who bad followed in * the 
procession.’ ere was a complete interrup- 
tion to the service, and Mr. Hunt called a con- 
stable te seat himself beside the pulpit. 
On leaving the pulpit, Mr, Hunt proceeded 

to the vestry where he attired himself in his 
 Popish ” habiliments, and again came forth, 
preceeded by bis server, who bowed low in 
iront of the alter table each time he passed it. 
The boy having lit the candles, Mr, Hunt kpelt 
down, when) there immediately ensued a loud 
noise caused by scuffliug and stamping of feet, 
and coughing with some laughter, Insense was 
next burnt, and directly this was commenced 
the uproar became very great. Bome put on 
their bats, The bulk of the members of the 
congregation, po longer content with stamping 
their fest, began to biss and hoot, and get ex. 
cited, Cries were also raised of # put it way J” 
and * Goto Rome |” In concluding the service, 
and before parting of the * consecrated ele 
ments,” Mr, Huot lifted the vessel with both 
hands over his head, upon which some hissing 
took place. Himself and bis server were the 
only communicants. Most of the congregation, 
after leaving the church, remained outside, and 
waited for some time before Mr. Hunt appeared, 
when be was saluted with cries of # Go to 
Rome!” * How many stamps have ‘ee bad 
sent to ‘ee 7" &c. Mr. Hunt was escorted from 
the spot by thice constables.” 

Bishop Binney wholly repudiates any in- 
tention of introducing the doctrines and prac. 
tices of this system, 

Notwithstanding these controversies, Bish- 
op Bishop Binney officiated in the opening 
services of the two pew charches opened on 
the Sunday before last, He consecrated St, 
Mark’s, in Russel Street, in the afternoon, 
and preached in Trinity Church in the even. 
ing. At each of the services in the latter 
the congregation in attendance was very large, 
The Rev, J, 0, Cochran preached there on 
the morning, and will hereafter, we under 
stand, be the officiating minister of that very 
handsome and commodious new church edifice, 

Io the midst of these contests it becomes 
Christians to examine well the Word of God, 
and, endeavouring to learn what is the mind 
of the Spirit, to adbere to the teashings of 
the sacred oracles, and thus present to the 
world Christ as the Great High Priest and 
Mediator between God and men, 

Rirvarisu is commanding much - of the 
public attention in Eagland and Canada, In. 
tensity is given to the discussion by the recent 
vi the power of Koclesiasties 
u r courts, Xi test extravagancies 
are indulged in, and {sess is given without 
restriction, to clergy Church of 
England, who spprove and practice such gere. 
monies equally with the wost evangelical, 

men of 

- It is'a pomewhat curious fact that the word 
“vestments” is used only in one place in the 
Bible. In 2 Kings x. 22, we read, *“ And 
he said unto him that was over the vestry, 

ght | Bring forth vestments for all the worshippers 
and joy in ot , and he brought them forth vest. 

ments.” 
In a recent meeting of the Episcopal Synod 

cussion for four days, and resulted in a reso- 
lution generally opposed to ** the Ritualistic 
movement,” 
The orders from the military authorities to 

banish from the military chapels the black 
gown, and their expressing ‘a wish that 
“ where it is ble 8 trained (surpliced, we 
presume) choir should support the officiating 
clergyman,” have given a sort of support to 
such as wished to bring about a change in the 
vestments, fig 

~ At the recent Church Congress at York it 
rug that a London clergyman, Rev, J. E, 
aux, read a paper on ** Christian Burials ; 

arrangement and their ritual.” It is 
really melancholy to find that a body of cler. 
gyman and bisho 
puerilities as he brought forth, He said : 
Every church, where attention is paid to ritual 

matters, ought if possible to two, if not 
three, palls. 1. A large one of violet cloth, with 
a white, or, what is better, a gold-coloured silk 
cross upon it, reaching from end to end and from 
side to side, and ornamented with silk lace and 
a ~coloured fringe. This will be used for 

uits. 2. A smaller one of white cloth, with 
a red silk cross, which will be suited for young 
unmarried persons. 8. A similar one, but of 
smaller dimensions, which will be appropriate 
for children. And now as to the material and 
cost of these. For general use cloth should 
be employed, for not only is much less ex- 

ive than velvet, but it is much less liable 
to injury, For the cross, which should reach 
from end to end #hd from side to side of the pall, 
a thin and inexpensive silk is quite as effective 
as one of a more costly quality.” 

He then proceeds to the burning of lights 
on funeral occasions : 

*“ I must now, he says, say something about 
lights, fof not only do lighted tapers ad, 
to the general appearance of the funeral arrange- 
ments, but their symbolical teaching is of the 
Nyhan importance, They signify that the * souls 
of the deparied are ‘not put+ oul, but having 
walked here as children of light, are now gone 
to walk before God in the light of the lhving’ 
At first sight the expense whigh these involve 
appears to present some difficulty, Six brass 
candle-sticks of a suitable size to place by the 
side of the bier, and of handsome form and good 
workmanship, would probably cost near upon 
£80, and no doubt it is their costliness which 
causes them to be so rarely ed, but iron 
standards can be made very much more cheaply 
than this. Instead of baving regular candle. 
sticks and tapers, I should suggest that six boys 
vested in girded rochets or in suvrplices, and 
bold torches similar to the one which you see 
bere, should be ‘ranged in two rows, ove on 
either side of the bier, In addition to this, boys 
~with torches are available for the procession in 
church, and add greatly to the solemnity of the 
service. Instead of baving ome thick ‘candle 
firted into the socket you will observe that here 
three common wax candles are tied together, 
Two considerations induced me to adops this expe. 
dient here. First, because a group of small can- 

| dles gives a much larger body of flame th:an one 
thick taper ; and secondly, because candles such 
as these may be procured at any grocer’s shop, 
whereas thick ones can only be obianed 
some of the large wax chandlers in Logdon, who 
make them for chareh use to or ler, 

It is the custom in some churches for the choir 
to leave their stalls, and to range themselves in a 
double row on either side of the coffin, 1he pricss 
officiant standing at the head of the corpse, fa- 
cing eastward. While a hymn is being sung, a 
thurible, duly prepared, is brought in, and the 
bady is solemnly incensed by ithe priest. The 
rocession then reforms, and the None Dimiitis 
2 chanted as the body is conveyed to the church 
oor, 

One objet ooponnt to be secured hy these 
Pd i At ietinotion between Charo. 
men and Dissenters, As there are many 
parishes where there is no burial ground bus 
that belonging to * the Church,’” this mode it 
is conceived may have the effect of deterring 
the people from ** unfaithfulnass ” to ber in. 
stitutions, 

# And this brings me to another peint of great 
importance which has of late been much de- 
bated. 1 mean as to the employment of the 
Burial office for Dissenters and pon-communi. 
eants. I believe that the systematic adoption 
of choir funerals in a will,afford sn easy 
practical solution to this vexed question in that 
gorse ; and, while drawing a strongly marked 
ine between the faithful and unfaithful 
will avoid the heari-burnings aod conten. 
tions which by reason of the Church's defo. 
tive discipline, we occasionally hear of. Thus, 
a cler would let it be generally under 
stood that if Dissenters wore brought to the church 
for the rites of burial, all that was positively pre- 
scribed by the Book ¢f Common Prayer wou d bs 
performed but no mere, Church who we 
non-commupicants would be da pe ith a — 
vice ially choral, while the bodies of t 
Faithful sloos would be honoured with ph = 
ritual ap » and with the funeral 
Let us be thankful that in this country 

there are no Dissenters, Kach denomination 

should countenance such 

much 

he 
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