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Scenes in an Egyptian City. 

The Harbor of Alexandria—A Pilot—Pormits and 
Passports—Alexandria~~A Motley Crowd —Oricn- 
tai Dresves—Ap nee of the Women-Life in 
the Streets—Caro-Egyptian Life. 

We crossed the Mediterranean in five days 

from Naples to Alexandria. ‘I'he passage was a 

pleasant one; for a large, strony, English sbip, 
goo’ accommodations, ‘excellent fares, gentle 

maniy officers, aud tbe most delighiul weather 
imaginable, alt combined to wake it so. Mid: 
winter, as it was, there” was ro peed of overs 

coats, éven while walking the deck ic the 

evening. ‘ ig 

Betoreswe bad entered the harborat Alexan. 

dria, some of the peculiarities of Egypt began 

to appear. lis iow, flat coast line rose into view 
slowly and with apparent reluctance, and the 

city seemd to be hiding itselt behind the ship- 

ping. Tue lighthouss and the palace of the 
asha ‘were at length made out; and not long 

afterward the flat roofs of the larger buildings 
and the upper portion of Pompey's Pillar disen. 
aged themselves from the monotonous mass and 

Pennie distinct objects 
A pilot boarded us, whose personal appear- 

ance, oriental dress, dirty turban, shrunken bare 

legs, twisted eyes and barbarous English, sug- 

gested antiquity, and strongly appealed to the 
sense of the ludicrous. Befoye we bad dropped 
anchor half-a-dozen boats gathered about us, 
whose occupants became marked features in the 
novel panorama, and obj cts of curious study. 
By pestures, smtles and nods, and with an occa- 
sional mispronounced English word, to seu off 
and emphasize the pantomime,they busied them- 
selves with an effort 10 engage our attention 
and securc us §3 passengers to the shore and 
hotel. ‘ 

Arter being visited hy two or three sets of 
officials, who talked in seuntentions terms with 
the captain while they got the needful informa 
tion, and chatted sonorousiy in Arabic gutturals 
and aspirates with each other as they discussed 
it, pr rinits were obtained tor our landing. We 
opencd out vaiises and showed our passports in 
a small, dirty room, diznified with the name ol 
Custoth House. Standing close by the doek, we 
waited while our names, &c, were copied vy a 
squating scribé who wrote backwards in a chi- 

rography ti at looked like fossil bird-tracks, and 
after receiving two or three i1atimations that 

some * buc' sheesh ” would be very accepuable, 
passed through Lalf a mile of dirtier and mean 
er looking streets than the Five Points in New 
York can show, and found ourselves at a notel 
where there is more dirt; an amplersupply of 
fleas and mosquitoes, and a gore exorbitant rate 
of Barges (tour dollars a day in gold) than it 
had ever belore been my misfortune to en- 
counter. 

And thus we entered the ancient, the storied, 
the wonderful land of E:ypt. 

1 bad felt not a little anxious lest it should 
fail to impress me with its antiquity. Bot the 
fear was soon dispelled The trip over the 
Mediterranean, though covering but a little more 
than a thousand miles, :eemed to have put us 
back historicaliy four thousand years, and into 
tbe midst of a world strange enough to belong 
to anotler planetary system. Once fairly set 
down among the people, even at Alexandria, 
the long-preserved customs of oriental life 
thrus' themselves wpon the attenlion without 
delay or asking leave, and are odd enough to 
keep an Amwrican busy with eye and brain. 
The Europran element bas become quite pro- 
minent and noticeable in Alexandria, as the city 
is not popnious, the number of English, French 

and Italian 1eeidents is pretty large, and the 
Frank quarier is the central and the only agree: 
able portion of the town. 

In tbe principal square, fronting the hotel, a 
most novel and piciuresque scene is presented. 
All complexions are therein the motley, moving, 
kaleidoscopic crowd,—white, olive, mulatto, yel- 
low, bronze and black. There is also a compo 
site of nationalities, —the Copts, or ancient 
Egyp'ians, Arabs, Greeks, Turks proper, Nubi. 
ans, and representatives {rom all the larger and 

trier realms of Europe. The various langu 
ages boil and mingle in the air as do the ingre 
dients in a soup or chowder. There are saluta- 
tions in Italian, voinpliments iv French, which. 
in tarn, are heard above the din ; while there is 

a perpetual murmur or underione whose stream 
is fed by tributaries from a score of didlects. 
The dresses appear alr ost ‘endless in their 

variety of detail, while preserving the general 
features that bave so long marked the costumes 
of the Bags. The turban takes the plice of the 
hat, and the shawl is substituted for the bonnet, 
—ihough in colorgsize, showiress nd arrange- 
ment, the patterns aré wamed legion. Every- 
where is the loose, ¢xternal robe, terminating 
anywhere from the middle of the thigh. to the 
aukles, and in quality extending all the way 
foom the coarsest blue cotton or the roughest 

undressed. wool, to the richest silk or the finest 
alpacca. Beneath this robe there be rich 
vesting, embroidered under.ciothing, nice Turk: 

ish trousers, spotlessly white stockings, Congress 
gem fancy-colored arizntal shoes ; or there 
may be all sorts of articles of apparel represen 
ing every quality of material,—or, i 

The developments of ‘active life are sho new! | for poblic worship. ‘Translation.—* O “Lord ! 

Hoare a marching yellow tarban salutes’ a'statien- | belp ard befriend her who bas bestowed onus 

y 

| fp Bh s do bod splendid musjid, and bas given us this noble | id will 

bes 

(gave) shining like 8/eopae shield Where ie 
, #xposed at the breast, and protruding in the long, | 
unwashed limbs, like parts of .an apcient petre- | tala, ‘at 
faction. oi 1a 

X.2 air of b 
Cie 00 the 
«striding majestically 1n.qne, direction, touc 
toe lips to.the. fiogersand puts. them: into the {and who has become victorious over the kings of 
pVm of an ‘elegant: embroidered robe that is|Arabiaand the rest of the world; her whose. 

: te way. | |pameis Victoria. God preserve her and | 
ERT tem ‘the hair pra el ‘and bestow on ber subjects tte bless- 

8, aud [fom he feet |ings which flow from: her government, 0 pre. 
organs of vision |serverand gracious helper of mankind. Amen.” 
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peering out alotig the “horizontal crack. It 
feews to be meant as an ostentations cCisplay of 
assumed modesty, which appears ridiculous 
enough’; it 1s, in fact, an arraugement which 
covers what 1 judge "is generally a pretty large 
aced of ugliness ; and on this account it is to be 
appreciated. Most of the well-dressed women 
jin the streets are short, chubby, oleaginous speci- 

wake their loose, flowing silk mantillas extend 
laterally as far as possible j—they are quite as 
often seen mounted astride 1he donkeys, riding 
with arms akimbo, and their gay: colored, point- 
ed-toed slippers thrust out prominently to view 
on either side ;—the entire horizontal measure- 

which stir up a cloud of dust that adds to the 
picturesquenees of the figure. 

ceded by elegantly dressed runners dash along 
the street ; shopkeepers at the stands or bazaars 

chasers and a hardship to themselves ; a train of 
ancient looking camels goes by with a sort of 

rolled himself in his torn blanket and gone to 
sleep in tbe dirt beside the street, heedless of the 

—and so the hours go by, and the pageant does 

not end, and the strangeness deepens into be- 

is a strange, mighty fact. 
Cairo 1s a much larger city than Alexandria, 

and it is munch more throughly criental. Ex 

cepting Damascus, itis said that no other city 

ots ane tis oh msi wp 

Correspondence. 
1 

For the Christian Messcnger. 

Letters on Revision. 

mens of their sex, who appear always trying to! LETTER 1X —Quorarions ¥roM THE OLD 
‘TESTAMENT. 

King Herod inquired of the Jewish privsts 
and scribes where the Christ should be born. 

They gave him the desired juformation by re- 

mens being scarcely less than the perpendicular, plying : * In Bethlehem of Judea ; for shus it is 

and but little of the jackass is left in sight save written by the prophet: and thou Bethlehem, 

the huge ears and the little shuffling limbsy}in the land of Judah” ec. (Matt. ii. 5, 6) 
Matthew, the apostle and evangelist, quotes 

Donkey drivers shout for patronage ; drago- from the Old Testament to prove to his Jewish 
men bow and offer nnasked information in the | réaders that, in accordance with God’s purpose 

hope of finding a customer ; gay carriages pre-|ana prophetic word, took place the miraculons 
birth of Christ ; his coming out of Egypt; bis 

sit with imperturbable gravity or assurved ‘indit- being ‘calied & Nasarene ) Sik Pang histwlded id 
ference, the legs drawn under the body, and John the Baptist ; his residence at Capernaum, 

acting as though a trade was a fayor to the pur-| and diffusing in that region big heavenly light; 

his healing every sickness and infirmity among 

solemn silence and surprised stare; a mother land or di Oo ak SEIEMpA 25th 

passes with a child astride her shoulder, and Jerusalem as Zion's King ; and his betrayal for 

bolding on to the leg which bangs down cver | thirty pieces of silver, and that mon-y alter 
her breast ; one cf the balf nude fellahee: has| ward given for the potter's field. 

The apostle and evangelist John quotes those 
din and danger ; gallopping donkeys try to bray ancient Scriptures as foretelling Christ's zeal for 

out of their discontent, while filthy beggars call | bis Father's bouse ; is riding as Zion's King 
out of their wretchedness for * bucksheesh;’’ |into Jerusalem ; the Jews’ unbeliet and hard. 

ness of heart towards him ; his garments being 

wilderment, and you try to rouse yourself as ii divided among-the Roman soldiers, who crucified 
from dreaming, and find that you are really him, and bis coat disposed of by lot; his having 

standing face to face with antiquity, and Lgypt | not'a bone broken, when be was offered up on 
the cross ; and his being pierced with the soldiers 

spear, 

The apostle Peter quoted * the law of Moses, 

so far resisted the tendencies which would divert 

seen a few steam-ploughs in the. fields, and occa: 

ot rope-buckets, and wheels turned by the bul 

his occupation. 

of the four bundred mosques whose domes an 

look down from the heights of the citadel ; o 

over the one beneath, till only the merest strij 

twelve ; of the sonorous and gesticulating vel 

it. English capitalists bave indeed undertaken 
to grow’ cotton according to the latest methods of 

agriculture, and are applying modern invention hod thats hiduiti 

to aid in solving the problem of labor. Ihave |'rom their iniquities. 

lock with tbe attached string ot revolving jars, 

or camels sees the locomotive dashing vp and | OVS texture of truth. And the Lord Jesus him- 

down the country, and prays Allah that he may self often quoted those sacred writings; to 

not be left to starve because the devil has stolen | explain and enforce them, and teach us bow to 

But little can be done in the way oi picturing 

the life of Egypt, or even of Cairo, in a single : 5 

letter. ‘There are so inany novel and strange | from the more ancient Seriptures number more 

features that selection is difficult, and a mere | than two hundred. And being thus cumerous, 

enumeration is valueless. I cannct stop to speak |' 

under Turkish rule keeps the ancient gpivit and | the prophets and the psalms” (Luke xxiv. 44), 

forms so well. The foreign element is bere 

relatively emall ond decidedly (subordinate. 

The volume of life flowing bere is so large, and 
Pi 

has kept to the old channels so lopg, that it bas | “2% the resurrection and ascension of Christ ; 

as predicting the fall of Judas; the worderful 
operations of the Spirit, on the day of Peute. 

his being raised np by (od as the Prophet, 
whose words we are required to bear; and 

raised up to bless the nations, by turning thom 

The apostle Jamee quoted “the prophets” 

sionally a force:pump is at work hitting the water | as proviny God's purpose to take out of the 

trom the Nile, and the railway is in operation. 

But the government does not openly encourage aed 

these SB atione upon pep hp a gp 8 Stephen, in hiv bistoric address to the Jews, 

1he old forked stick is yet dragged by a camel made appropriate and pointed quotations from 

and a cow. yoked side by side, and scratches up| their acknowledged sacred wiitings. 

the surface of the res rv the per o ploagh. 
ing 3 ‘et lug their goat-skin bottles © A 

Sgr rr bear the old earthen pots snd in his letters to the churches, quates a great 

pon their heads from the wells, and by the aid | pumber- of. Old" Testament scriptures, and 

Gentiles a people for bis name. And tbe martyr 

The apostle Paul, in his recorded addresses, 

‘admirably interweaves them with his own dis 
course ; showing that both Testaments taken 

use them. 
In the whole New Testament, these quotations 

and important in heir bearing, it is pleasant to 

minarets beautify the picture upon which you have the New Testament so printed that, on 
i | opening 1t to read, we may know at once when 

the narrow streets, growing siill narrower up-| we meet them, and where each one begins and 
ward, as each story of the dwellings projects ends. 

or the smallest patch of sky is discernible ; of This desirable object has been satisfaciorily 

the larger bazaars where oriental trade goes on accomplished, in the Octavo Revised New Tes, 

at the doorway of little recesses six feet by | tameat, by printing the quotation, when poetical 

in the Hebrew, in the poetic form; and when 

t- 

, there | Viororia — For the fust time. io, India the 
may be nothing save the garment ‘which peterh « Kbutba ” bas been read in bebalt of the 

mence with which colloguies are conduuted, or 

bargains made, or feeling expressed; of the 

lordly pride exhibited by petty oflicials, «nd the 

gervility and timifity of the women, who carry 

tbe consciousness of social degradation in hoth 
face and manper ; nor Of many otker thing» 
which ¢rowd up lor recognition. Nor can I now 

«p ak of the Nile,—most historic and wonderia; 

grace, and Leauty are a perpetual delight ; nov 

o' the desert, whose desolation tells of nomadic 

life, and suggests the great march of lsrael to 

deliverance and ‘a home ; nor of the pyraui's, 

which embody the ambition and the folly that 
flourished here four thousand years ago; nor of 

the runs of that ancient city which was rhe 

theatre of Joseph's. enterprise and of Pharob’s 
audacity, the seat of the plagues, and the door 

for the exodus.- -Correspondent of W. & R. 
Cairo, Egypt, 1866. 

A ManoMeEDAN PRAYER, FOR QUEKN 

Queen of England. The event took place at 

‘Lahore, by Mir Hassan Shab, Pirzadah of Bat- 
a Eed festival in. Alamgic's, Masjid. 

which bas been made over to the Mahomedans 

Latly whose empire extends from east to west, 

of rivers; nor of the palms, whose majesty, and 

not poetical, by spacing the letters. 

AQUAEDES. 

For the Christian Messenger 

“The Cross of Christ” 

Has been compared with reference to the be- 
liever in bim, to the wings of a bird; a light 

burden, indeed, which carries bim that bears it; 

vet even to day, so many ) ears after its erection 

on Calvary, the * offence of the cross” has not 
ceased, but is still to some * a stumbling block,” 

and to others * foolishness’ It is truly sur 

prising ‘how long a period elapees in the lives, 
even of some of those who profess to be sustain- 

ed by it, ere they can, from the inner shrine of 

the heart, hear the Holy Spirit, witnessing with 

theives that they bave been born of Ged, and 

respond to it, “ In the Cross ol Christ'T glory.” 

Yet when by the eye of faith it is seen, * Tow- 
ering o'er the wrecks of time,” how full of joy 

to the beholder must ever be the certainty that 
immanuel. bung thereon, and that by, bis suff »r- 
ings full dtonement has been offered for all who 

14 Jook ‘to him and be sived. 

“ How transporiing the thought, when Divine 
grace: permits. it, to, be realized, by weak, erring 

the right bund of his Father pleading the merits 
of his déath, To bebalt of his sufferifig church 
below, and is af the same time with each of her 

humanity, : that that same Jesus stands now: at 

individual members knowing and sympathizing 
with every pain and every anxiety, although 

they may noi always be sensible of bis nearnesas- 

May all wbo name tbe name of Christ beware 

way of observers ? 

If while looking with deep, quiet joy, to the 

glory soon to be revealed, we are burthened 

with a sense of the weighty obligations resting 

satisfactory to ourselves, what better can we do 

than gird on more firmly than ever the whole 

armour of God? for * shod with the gospel of 

crash them.” In a little while we may see hi, 

who is made onto us wisdom, righteousness, 

sanctification and redemption : 
“Then patience ; days and years shall glide, 
And we shall lay these clods aside,— 
Shall be baptized in Jordan's floed, 
And washed in Jesus’ precious blood.” 

ubstacle will then be permited to binder our pro- 
gress towards perfection in holipess. 

ALETT WILFRED. ° 

Brookside, May 19th, 1866. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

The Ship and the Church. 

When a Ship is to be built, mea are sent into 

the woods to cut the timber and bring it to the 

of different shapes, ard different sizes are want- 

ed. A suitable master i# employed and men are 

set to work hewying and dressing the timber. 

Some are at one thing and some at another. 

The keel is laid, the frantes are put up, the 
plank covering is put on, the decks are laid, the 

master sees that all is fitted, fastened and bolted. 

The workmen “toil on day after day and week 
after week. At length the spars are made and 

put in their places, the yards, rigging and sails 

are got ready and put on, all things being done. 

the sbip is to “be launched. Then comes the 
long looked for day all bands are busy adjust- 

ing the ways. Crowds of people are flocking to 

see the launch, some are idle spectators. ot the 

busy scene around them, others perbaps have an 
interest in the ship. All is eager expectation. 

The spectators are discussing the qualities of the 
ship, ‘tke genius of the master builder and the . 
future success of the ship ; the master is seeing. 

that all things are ready and secure—the word 

is given to “ Let ber go.” The last blow is 

struck and amidst cheers and shouts she glides 

down into her desiined element. A captain 

and officers are employed and a crew of men ‘to 

work the ship, all are bound strictly to their 
several duties. She is then freighted and bound 

to a fereign part ; the crew bid adieu to their 

companions perhaps for the last time; and em- 

bark with bright hopes lor the future ; the saily 

are hoisted the wind fair and favourable. On- 

ward she speeds over the blue ocean-waves: 

All hands are delighted with the prospect of a 

pleasant voyage, they now lose sight of land. Tt 

is night and thé wind begins to blow, and thé 

billows to rise, the storm increases to a violent 

gale, terror seizes some of the men and they 
sive up, the captain remains firm at his post, 

and with the ‘remainder of his crew toil on. 

After many days of anxiety aud labour the wind 

ceases, and there id a calm j the ship has suffered 

from the storm, the sails are torn, and othet 

‘njuries done, the crew, now idle, begin to find 

fault wih the captain and officers—a weeting 

ensues— and some are thrown overboard. Order 

at length is restored. repairs are’ made, and the 

wind springing up, the ship again moves oa hér 

way ; sickness comes among them, aud some 

of them die. ‘They again murmur at the cap- 

tain, be labours to pacify them, but in vain, ap 

opportunity oflers and they leave the ship, 

| After a time new hands are procured, some 
more get sick and die, thus things continue, she 
is tossed on the biliows with scarcely hands 
enough to keep her on ber course, but a few 

strong hatds and stout hearts remain firm to 

their duty, and ‘at last shattered and bruised she 

enters the digtined port. , There we will leaye 

ber and endeavour. to draw a comparison be- 
tween ber and a bruised and shattered church 
A few members of the ehureh of N. re- 

moved out into the wilderness of C——, the 

settlement was very small, and they had, po 
school house or any other place for public wor- 
ship, but'they kept up prayer meet When 

dwelling houses and invited him thete to preach 
the word of life to their follow men! Bot in 
| Prooum of time the settlement 80 increased that 

8 school house was built and ‘used for the whe. 

} 

"ship of God, ac¥ 9¢ the traiving of the youth 

of appearing 0 drag his cross, for is not this one | 
way in which the Saviour may be wounded 10 

the house ot his friends and the blessed anchor . 
of our hope become a stumbling block in the. 

upon us and our inability to meet them in'a way | 

his peace, we ean walk on pointed thorr: and | 

Freed from all infirmities of flesh, or spirit, no 

ship-vard. Timber of difierent kinds of wood, 
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