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Fraspany.2l, 1860. THE CHRISTIAN, MESSENG 6R; 
Correspondence, 

me irl tf al demas mc likeness, T would affectionately exhort them ‘to | that of the Mormon may at first view seem tle 

“stady ‘to be quiet, ‘and mird their own business, 
By so doing they will improve their own char. 
acter, secure the respect of their fellow chris- 
tians,. promote the peace of the church and be) 

Dear Reader, doubtless like my cell you have a blessing to their own noigbbou hood: 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Busy-bodies. 

often been struck with tbe variety .of ‘buman | 

character, which everywhere forces itself upon: 

our notice. Some men there are whose virtues |. 

produce in our minds feelings of veneration and 

admpisation, and remind us of the apostolic. in- Campbellite Baptism rs. Christian 
junction, * whose. faith follow : considering, the. 

end of their conversation.”’ There are others 

whom we are compelled to regard with pity and Mg, EprtoR;— | 4 

disgust. In the foremost rank of these latter we 

place, those whom Paul .denominates ,* busy | cases arise in the religious, as well as the politi: 

a designztion which but too correctly cal world; and our churches are occasionally 

"describe a class of individuals by whom most {called to treat with cases entirely new, and ex: 

communities are afflicted. They are remarkable | ceedingly. baffling to their judgment. One 

bodies,’ 

for their great actipily, in fact they, are always 

busy, for like the troubled sea they cannot rest. 

Now against industrious habits, 1 would be’ one’ reception | of persons anto our church member- 

of the last to urge objections.” 1 believe every | 

christian is called upon by bis religious pro- 

fession to be diligent in business, fervent in 

spirit, serving the Lord; but the misiortune is 
the persons of whom I'complin instead of" de- 

voting their time aud enérgies to these the legi. |e 

timate objects of christian aetivity, - grossly 

neglect. them, and. are, constantly concerning 
thems:lves about things in which they have no 

right to‘interfere. They are busy bodics in other 

men's m.llers. But, let me not be wisunder- 

stood, 1 would not for a mement insinuate 

that the concerns of our fellow creatures should 

not in any case be thé object of our’attention. 

The law of love requires us to sympathize with 

them io their afflictions, and to labor by every 
means in our power for the promotion ‘of their 

present and eternal welfare ; but against thus |* To ascertail if Campbellite” baptism _is chris- 

troubling themselves in their neighbor's affairs 

busy bodies. have insuperable objections. . The 
chambers of the poor, the sick and:the dying-are 
not the places which they delight to visit § these 

they carefully avoid as though to" breathe their 
atmosphere would be to expcse themselves to 

certain death, and if you venture to remind 

them of the apcstolic Bi ga “to do good 

and communicate forget not,” ‘the substance 

o! their reply is, and it is not always uttered i in 

the sweetest tore, * Am [ my ‘brother’ skeeper. 7" 

The othér men's matiers in which they interfere are 

very different from these. Some meddle with 

their neighbors’ lives and property, while others 

direct their attention to their neighbors’ eharac- 

ters. ‘The christian church, it. must be confessed, 

is not altogether exempt from “busy bodies”; and 
great are the evils which they inflict upon her. 
Such pertons appear to believe that they have a 
spcciol commission to look after the failings of 
their brethren, and that they are bound to'put 

the worst possib'e construction vpon their mo- 
tives apd proceedings. Instead of being influ- 
enced ‘by that charity which “ thinketh no 
evil,” they cherish suspicion and industriously 

circulate reports having no real foundation ; and 

thus they {frequently produce discard and ani- 
mosity, where without their interference peace, 

and brotherly affection would have cotitinned to 
prevail. * A whisperer separateth chief fiends.” 
The amount of injury which busy bodies have 
inflicted canvot be estimated. From the. New 
Teostament records -it appears that their ances. 
tors of the apostolic #_e were a great curse to 
the infant church. Paul himself, notwithstand. 

ing his, yaried excellencies, suflered severely 
from their malice, and often refers to them in 

terms ‘which I would earnestly ‘recommend to 
the consideration of the busy bodies of the pre. 

sent day... But this is not all, ywhile they so se: 
dulously attend to other men's characters they 
have neither the time nor the disposition to look 

after their own, 

remarkable for personal piety, and very. often 
~ exhibit in/themselves the very same failings they 
#0 severly condemn in others, why it is that so 
many peglect their own interests in attending to it ‘elainis of recognition by our churches ? 
those of their fellow men, 1 do pot take i it, pot. 

. me 10 determine. 
is pubjoot to strange delusions, that ‘dueh:: 
Took: u poi thethselvel as very amiable: Ehardetdry 
and as very usefal members of speiety. Isa 1 
would venture to intimate that they.are alenesin 
thie estimate. which: they form ’of their owp 
worth’; tht wodiety. could ‘very ‘safely’ fispense 
‘with their exertions ; and thas they are gen gt 
= despised even by those who listen. to Hg 
The spectators of an a po 

© very oro frome he | 

axe Is widlded, ort afd oti 
1 is, victim, in A Bevin tina ¥ ui 
"cation of. thie. allusion to baiedroy oh of 6 

know not; skin any, however, . in. reading 
them discern some features of their own moral 

Hence they wre by. no means 

It may. bey for buman: nature ‘tion who, we conclude for want - of 

Febr uary, 1866. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Baptism. 

In thess days of ‘commotion and novelty, new 

which We have just now in mind, and which 
with propriety, we may pive a'Tittle airing is the 

ship, from Campbellite churches, 

‘We have but two regularly: constituted ways 
of receiving into‘our membership, Oneis by a 

minister of our denomination first baptising’ the 
candidate upon a profession of faith, and then. 
xtending, to him or her,sthe hand of chureh 

fellowship. The other is by a dismissal letter 
from a sister church. 
The matter of the above subject, hinges upon 

the question, Is Campbellité baptism christian 
baptism ? If it is, then may we properly enough 
receive into our membersbip, any coming to ue 
from that connection, upon the baptism of that 
faith. 
baptism, then may we with equal propriety dis- 
card it, and require the candidate to receive ours 

before being admitted to our membership. 

tian baptism, we will'lay the two, ‘side by side, 
and note their points of agreement and disa- 
greement, 

1st. Chistian baptism is the immersion of a 
person ‘in water; 80 is Campbellite baptism, 

2nd. Christian baptism requires of the person 
a profession of faith ; so does Campbellite bap- 
tivm.. But bere the agreement ceases. For 

8rd. Christian baptism ‘requires that pro. 
fession to be, That the Holy Spirit bas regen: 
erated. the soul ; Campbellite baptism: requires 
the profession to be that the Holy Spirit has 
doné nothing saving to the soul, and wiil ‘do 
nothing saving for it prior to baptism. In this 
the two are positively at variance, Cliristian 
baptism is administered to those, and those only 

who profess to have found Christ; Campbellite 
baptism is administered to those wha profess not 

to have found Christ, or in other words, candi 

dates for christian baptistn, pro‘ess to be saved, 

didates for Campbellite baptism, profess to be 
lust, are under condemnation, and are seeking 

justification in baptism. 

made his own. The object. of Campbellite bap- 

bave also conversed with members of that con. 

do ‘we know bat it is their glory to avow it. 

both cases the FE is immersion. 

cases the. faith is a corruption. 

It Campbellite baptism is not christian | 

fa both 

And though 

more ‘glaring, a closer examination will show the 
ather to be equally as, fatal. 
more claim to recognition than the other. 

The one hag no 

Or again, who of ue, or which of our churches 

wotld receive a Gréek into membership upon 
‘his Greek baptism, though it consists of not one, 
but three imwersions, and adwini tered to the 

| person at as innocent a period as ever is 
found in, bis lite. . ‘1 1hink that a little ¢xawina. 

tion “of the subject, and a little reasoning will 
sufficiently show that the points of agreement 

are not sufficient {0 render Campbellite bay tism, 
valid chrisiian baptism. While at the same 
Ume the: points: of ‘disagreement are sufficiently 
powerful to destroy every vestige of claim it 

sets up to o.ir reception. Lo 
My line of argument too is consonant with 

the practice of the apostle Paul, recorded in the 
pineteenth chapter of the Acts, who was a 
Baptist’ minister, ‘and met with persons at 
Ephesus, who had been immersed by some one, 

but he found defects enough in it, to destroy its 
vélidity, and though he does not séem to 

question: their sincerity, yet before he could 
consistently admit them into membership io a 
Baptist Church be adwinistered to them chris: 
tran baptism. 

1 will not prolong my remarks upon this ques- 
tion, but. will for the present leave itin the posi- 
tion 1 have placed it, for those who wish *o.do 

right to think upon. 
Fraternally yours, 

W. G. GouCHER. 

Hebron, Yarmouth, Jan. 22nd, 1866, 

[If we thought proper, we might make the 
common avowal of bearing no responsibility 

¢ 

bl: 
pressive of faith.in Chriet, whether administered 

by a so-called Campbellite preacher, or an Epis- 
copal clergyman, or a Methodist minister ? : 

These two enquiries Leing answered in the 

alirmative, an‘ the first especially being proved» 

by a consistent walk and conversation—* By 
their fruits ve shall know them,” —we think " 

chould afford satisfaction (0 any chrisiian’_ 

church ; and the brother or sister should be, 
welcomed into the relationship desired, without! 

reference to any previous action of that churchy! 

or having had connection or not with any other” 

church. If, however, any of the existing meme 

bars of the church are not fully satisfied with, 

respect to the answer to the first of the aboves 

questions, delay stiould be recommended to thet 

candidate, until be could be una iimously re-, 

ceived— free from * doubtful disputations.” @ 

“Ve believe that our brother is mistaken in his» 

interpretation of Acts xix.’ 3, &c. i» 

Having, as we trust, cleared the way somewhat’ 

for a proper examination of this subject, wa, 

hope that any expression of opinion in relers 

eace to our worthy brother's communication® 

miay not be inconvenientiy extended, and that] 
it wil. be in the spirig of the Apostle’s ERC 

in Galatians v. 13, * By love serve omnes 

another.’ '—Eprror C.'M.] 
d 

f 

For the Christian Messenger. Ny 

"DONATION VISITS. - 3 

To Rev. D. FREEMAN. : 

The following from the King’s County Gay, 

zette, has been sent us with a request for pee 

cation :— : 

Mr. Editor,— # 

We bad the plcasare of miagliog with the 
throng who were assembled at the residence of 

in" publishing the above vommuhication, secing 
that the author has appended his own name ; and 
we ‘might then leave the matter with our read. 
ers ; but we do not 80 understand the position 
of an editor. We hold that he cannot free him- 
self from the duty of making a proper use of 
bis columns, to convey to his readers what will 
be for their general edification and benefit. 
And vet in questions of debate it is necessary 

of libuorty should be accorded in the expression 
of opinion, and statement of facts, or the press 
would ‘cease to be an institution for eliciting 

truth and the exposure of error. 

that we have some doubts if the abov writer has 

fairly represented the religious body referred te. 
There may be some members of that body and 
we believe there are, who hold the views he 

charges them with, but we know others who 

will not acknowledge them, as a fair representa- 
tion of either their faith or their practice. 

being justified already by: taith:im Christ. ' Can- Whilst come of them accept the term * Camp- 

bellites,” and adopt it as their distinctive name, 
there are others, bolding fraternal relationship 
with them, who regard the designation as an ie- 

4th. The object of Christian baptism is an [sult and eall themselves * Christians,” * Re- 
acknowledgement ‘of Christ, as a Saviour, by form-d Baptists,” “ Disciples,” &ec. 

yielding to the ordivance he bas ratified and Without desiring to prevent a proper examina- 
tion of she question, raised by Mr. G. we wpald 

tism is to procure a salvation, which that church take the liberty of offering a suggestion or two in 

teaches, and the Candidate ‘professes to believe, | reference to what we regard as New: Testament 

cannot be obtainéd prior to, vor elsewhere than | law in ‘the matter of receiving members to 

in.baptism. In this again the twoare positively | church fellowship. 
and vitally at variance. We baveno Articles |an opinisu on a question of receiving a whole | 

of that church before us, from which to quote, | community into fellowship, such as the Presby- | 

for it publishes no creed; but’ we. have heard |terians bad before them two or three ‘years ago, 
their religious teachers discourse, and propound | when Father Chiniquy's congregations turned 

the sentiment. we here ascribe to them. We (rom being Roman Catholics and became Pro- | 

If we were called to offer 

testands ; Mf we had to decide whether their 

nection &nd obtdined the samé from them. Nor | baptisas by the hands of a Catholic Priest should 
be considered valid, and recognized as suffici- 

The next question then, that. justly arises in | ent; so that they might, as a body, be consistently 1s 

this connection is 1 Ave/the two points of agree. | received as members of: a Freshyterian Church, | 

ment sulfciently ‘fruportant to’ entitle Campbell. | we ‘might ‘have some difficulty in détermining 

ite baptism to our reception ? or, Are the points |on the proper course to pursue. But in tha aboye 

of disagreement sufficigntly , strong to destroy | case the question is quite of a differept. natuue, 

the validity of Campbellite baptism, and cat off | and. we think far mare easily solved ; bere we 
‘+ | find persons presenting themselves, as individuals, 

We bave met ‘with persons i in our denomina- for membership, and consequently each —, as 
ion w proper | we conceive shouldbe oated op. its own | 
knowledge of the subject, were favorable to re. merits, without regard to any other. 0 

ceiving persons inte ‘uiembership. into our |dent is. required, and no law should be framed 

occurred. ‘The view they | 
cotild learnt it, was, that so long ‘as the 

ghurches uwpon Campbellite baptism ;. and we | to complicate Abe; fubstion or embarrass the 

iy a few. cases @ which such, receptions have chutdh:.. We. think a decision may: bé arrived 

took; *s0 far us we | at by asking, and veoelving nnawers lo, tw very 
wo, questions! 

1s the person desiring; to. Lard with the 

the | set the matter in its true Hohe. A bron gd 

| bably, ‘ie tae ‘petions, ‘and ch 
refuse Yo receive into 

h that. baptism is 
ater, 1éave to every intelligent reader. "TH 
" these ‘lines will be bored br ir} Fo fining My 

4 or Mir WG 

person 
i, Been hiider the wa'er be bad received a 

ristian, baptism. , We ane, however, . far, from 
endorsing that view, and have thus attempted to | true believer im Christ, adoepting the views geh- | 

pro- etilly ‘of Hist’ church’ and desitisig to walk jo {ihe 
wild 

ton ag sean 

? In| regular 

church, : according (10 charitable ' judgment, a 

to 

lave Abd, harmony mith itswembers? ... . || 
he, To Bn han sh do gh 

that the | baptist slreddy” 
| although 

under proper restrictions that a certain amount 

With these preliminary remarks, we may state i 

the Rev. Mr. Freeman, on Wednesday eveningy 
for the purpose of givitg utterance (not by 
words alone, but by actions which exert a tas 

greater influence than ‘mere words) to the 

strong feeling of regard ‘andi high esteem in 

which the ‘Rev. Gentleman is held by the ine 

habitants of Canning and vicinity, who make 
up those social gatherings termed ‘ donatiom 
visits,” and ‘as we jostled and pushed our way 
through the crowd gathered in: the different 
parts o of the house, and marked the emiling and 
apparently bappy faces which met our view at 
every point ; we could not but: think that if it 
were pleasant to the- Rev. Gentleman tor have 
such a gathering at his residence, it certainly 

must be pleasant to those who were congregated 
{ thére. 

The way was ed for several very inter: 
esting speeches, by an address delivered by Mr. 

Jame: Rand to the Rev. Mr. Féeeman, ac 
panied by the ‘very handsome sum of $162, of 
which $112 was cash. 
The address was answered in a very pleasin 

manner by ‘Rev. Mr. Freeman’ who was in tor 
succeeded by several other Rev. gentlemen w 
were present, and who excited by their remar 
both mirth and gravity among their listeners. 

P. S. —The interest of the occasion was larg 

ly enhanced by the presence of numerous frien 
from Pereau also. 

i 
To Rev. W. Li. PARxER. " 

D-ar Brother,— 

1 desire to acknowledge chi the Christian 
Messenger, the kindness of those members of if 
church and congregation, who on Tuesday 30 
Jan., made me and oy family, a dosation visit, 
about eighty came, evening passed away 
very pleasantly, after we had partaken of an e 
cellent tea, we had good ‘music and Tntarestisl 
speeches by Revds. Jacob Whitman, (congreg - 
tiopaliet.) R. D. Porter, J. H, Satoders, 
Goucher. The doodion amoanted to at that 
tithe and since in cash and useful articles $8]. 
‘Whilst {feel thankful 10 the Lord who is. the 
giver of every good and perfect gift, Talso jan 
the kind friends. 1 Lorey that the Lord mu 

abundag Tess the ton ball brid 
harmart canbe them Tie mote os! 

| more in every good work. 
Yours i in hope of eternal life, 

‘WIL "Parken, 
Acadia Yarmodth Co., Feb. Sth, 1866. 

- -— 

Bada Chirtatian | Messenger, 
0 BATUARY MOYLES. 2 

Died at Hebron, Jul; 17th, 1865; indtke 78%h 
| year of. bis a Full of years amd ripe in tho 
experience he sheielian fs faith. . Through We 
until the infirmities of agabegan 10 gain an wh. 
 gendancy over him, his « constitntion was vigor. 
pus. and bis habits active., Commencing 
witho it patrimony, he chose farming as his éb- 
cypatian, though Quring at the early Fae 
of b ; 
memchagton. Dy imdanry thd ily pire 
pan mc eney. of 4 pmo ype 

oka 4 the. wante ot a large 
ly, which: he vaisedup, ‘and alse 

) 

l'not ‘prégibely in accordincs pa the 
“order of the,church, yet. that it was ax- 

th ak ye ‘of hia Jite measurably free ¢ 

of his 0 Ow Ab the TET 
during she 

pe re extansive yor wes sese ir 
with alieh Yarmouth was biessed, through 
labors of the Rev. Hatris« Hartling, :» At alas 


