R
eS8~

' 4

. Btoop not to be the thing your souls despise

A REPOS

ITORY OF REL

IGIOUS, POLITIC

“ ot slothiul in business : fervent in spirit.”

e ——————— @

essenger,

AL & GENERAL INTELLIGENCE.

NEW SERIES. %
Vor. XI. No.23.

HALIFAX, N. S.,

WEDNESDAY,

JUNE 6, 1866."

was oot o new commandment. I% was old’
as old as Sipai; the law enjoined it. What
then? Was our Lord in error? . Certainly
pot, but his careless disciples are in error in
quoting what He said. Take the whole of
the passage, and the meaning is clear. * A
new commandment I give uoto you, that ye
love one another ; as I have loved you, that
<e also-love one another.” Love as deep,
pure, self-sacrificing as His was new ; hence
the injunction to emulate it was new also.

Forbid the heart to cherish long regret, Not to multiply specimens of the upjust
We may not pause while broad creation hears, treatment which revelation has in this yespect

The dirge of wrong, the triomphs of the cross, | to andure, we would, as one other illustration,

'To moan a useless sorg of change and loss. |advert to the well-known language, * Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou saalt he

" This is W - 34
B Drawn through the darkness ty s hidden kynd, '::Eg'm s;l;“lao lfbo“abnaxtioi&;a\lil;'ngl ‘bl’nai?i:;i?
ears you to seck hfe’s gifts in ol her ways , : k. - &

We pive the thoughts that parting hours de- Tne.concluslcp of the‘admomuon 18 uncere-

mand. mouniously omitted. Three other words form
And more,——mid present cares the mind delays their reply to the question put to them.

'To muse on past conditions pleasing well, « Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou

And span the future with a fgjendly spell. shalt be saved, and thy house’ (Acts xvi. 31).
It is rarely you hear the latter part of the
text quotcd ; eminently suggestive is it. We
proceed to point out some of the teachings
which it contains.

1. In saving us, God gives us more thin
we ask. He exceeds our expectations, This
| Ho often does in his dealings with us gene-

rally. Thus was it with Abraham. When
promised a scn in his old age, trae to his pa-
ternal insinets, he could not forget the child
he already had, and be cried out, ** O that
Ishmacl might live betoro Thee.” That Lsb-
mael might be spared, and enjoy the provi-
dential favour of the Almigty, was all that
he asked. But God not only granted that;
but replied, ** As for Ishmael;% have heard
thee; I bave blessed him,and I will make
of bim a great vation.”” Thus was it with
Jacob. When he fled from the preserce of
sau, he declared, * It the Lord will be with
we, and keep me, and give me bread to eat
and raiment to put oo, then shall the Lord
bestny God.” The common necessarices of
hfe were what he eought. -But mark how

Through craven shrinkings from a noble toil ; Jehovah exceeded his expestations. When,
But grandly labor for the good ye priz2, years after, he returned, he confessed -grate-

Till that shall end the danger and the strife, fully, * With this siaff (only) [ passed over

Which is not death, but lite, eternal life. this Jordun' and now I am beecome two

Acadia Cullcge. baids.” Thus was it with Job, o his dire

s o —— isery, he entreated the aid of Heaven, and
Areligions,

he bad wore than ke sought. * The Lord
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All things advance ; slowly the glad earth nears
‘Her shining goal adown the ages set—
The fair result of all God’s ripened years

But as ye go the eycle of whose days,

We breath no idle prayer that stainless bliss .
May bless yon with an ever-varying joy.

Nor that in life's rough battle ye may miss
The myriad foes that mortal hopes destroy §

Bat may indalgent Heaven grant you this—
That in the vears before you ye way gaia
A beritage of danger, toil, and pain.

Danger that waits on life to cause it worth
All this vain sceming effort but to live §

Labor that makes a harvest-field of earth,
. And those still lon :ly bours that give

To the strong soul a new celesdal birth,
Makin~ it mighty in its power to bear,
And godlike in its will to do and dare.

Scorn not the gift of life ; a purpose grand
Beneath all seeming evil shall ye fiad.
The present woment treasures in its hand
The gath-red wealth of all the years behind.
And in the eye ot hoary time ye stand,
The beirs of manhood, natures noblest feo
Rinsed with the glories of the lite to te.

Bat live,—let strong desire ambirion rise [coil.
To shun the fate from which your minds re

blessed the latter eud of Job modre than hiy
begivping.” Thus was it with Solomon.
« Wisdcm and knowledge,” in order that be
might rule well, was his praiseworthy re-
quest. It was granted, with the addition ol
-+ riches, wealth, hono:r, long life, such as
aone had before.” Thas was it with the two
theologica! swputation. Imagine a poblotree| Marys. They went, in the dim light ol ear-
from which a bOllgll 19 broken. time alter Iy morn, to honour the remains of Jesus with
time, by various mischievous hands. and you|sweet spices, They hoped to fiod a dead
have thercin a sample of the treatment '0|Christ, but they had what was better, a liv-
which numerous passages of the Bible areling Christ. They wozt to minister to Hiw,
subjected.  Parts are taken from them which | but He winistered to their comfort axd joy
geriously affect their meaning. A verse is|The biiud man, too, at * the gate called
wrested from its connectign, and qaoted in| Beautitul,” ** expected something” in the way
favour of a dooiriue which its writer neither ot alms; but he had more. ¢ lo the name ot
believed nor taught. As Archbishop Whate- | Jesus of Nazareth, vise up and walk.”
ly said, * Aoy man of tolerable good senseiv| Now, us it was in these instauces, so it is
reading any book—except the Bible—which}in refercuce to man's salvation. * What
he is anxious to understand thoroughly, docs|must I do to bosaved 7’ said the jailcr. wl”
not dip into it at random, readiog a ecrap|That was all; he did not ask about others
bere aod a scrap there, or taking single seu-| But the apostles were fuller in their reply
tepoes or hait sontepces apart from ihe con- | than he was in his question. They told him
text. but considers, while roading, what is the | to believo, and he shculd be saved, and Ais
writer’s design, who aud h.ow circumstanced | house ; tuat is, it thine bousehold belicves, it
were those he was writing for, and what comes | shall be saved as well as thou.” Itisalways
before and what follows each passage? The|so. Lo saviog us, God gives us more thay
way in which many read the Seriptures is|we ask. He outdoes our targest desires,
just the roverse.” Salvation consist in three things—gettiny
" Lastances ot this will readily oeear to every | good, being good, and doing geod. Louk
observant person. To wit, ow frequently |bricfly at each of*these blessings—p:rdon,
are the following words quoted, “ Eye hath | holiness, and usefulness, and it will be seen
oot seen ncr ear haard, neitoor bave eoteryd | that the statement under oconsideration as (o
into the heart of man the things which God |the divine generosity is correct. In geotting
hath prepared for them that love Him.”|goeod, our cxpectations are excecded. Wo go
But how different is Paul’s assertion when|to God asking Him to forgive us,, Koowing
iven in full. He immediately adds, * But|our deep guilt, we apply, with fear acnd tremb-
(God huath revealed them unto us by his|liog, to [ilim for pardon. He graots our
Spirit.” What a wide alteration is thus el-|prayer, When ths prodigal son thought of
fected in the moaning of the words ; instead | going howe again, he resolved to say, ** Make
of being an acknowledgment of ignoravee,|me a8 ono ol thy hired servants,” To bo a
they are p recoguition of ditine communica.iglaye was all he aspired to; sonsnbip he dare
tion, - Take & sceond example, * A new com-|nut seek, But so_conyincing was the proof
mapdment I give anto you, that ye love ooe|given of his father's love when be ran to
another.” Buch, aecordiog to some, is the|ueet him, that, when the returned wandcrer
Saviour's declaration ; but the 'thought at|spoke, he did not, as he intended, orave the
ouee suggests itself, that to. love one another 'position of & servant, He saw, from tho
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¢ Thy House.”
BY REV. T. R. STEVENSCN,

Many texts suffer from whit may be called

manifestations of parental aftection, that lhat;
would pever be allowed : that sonething far
petter thanservitudeawaited bim. Moreover, !
ot merely did bis father welcome him, but|
called for rote, ring, and shoes, leasting, and |
mirth to celebrate the eveat. Beautiful aud
acourate parvble of our heavenly Fatber's|
treatment of his prodigal sons. When we
return to Him, He reccives us not as slaves ;

but ** behold what manuer ot love the Father

hath showed us, that we should be called the
sons of God.” Ile not only pardons, but
pardons fully sad gencrously, calling on an-
gels to rejoice over one that repenteth, “Your
sins and iniqutics will 1 remember no more
agninst you.”  Not remember-d - even!
«» Where sin abounded, grace did much more
abound.” As Wordsworth says—
« | knelt before Thy gracious throne,
And asked for peace with suppliant knee ;
And peace was given, not peace alone, o
But truth, and joy, and ecstasy.”
«Peace” only is asked ; it is given, but “trath,
and joy, and ecstasy’’ also.

~—In being good, God gives more than we
ask. Temptation assails us, and we go to
[im who alone can sid us, beseeching Him
to give us the vistory over it. He hears us,
and our jayiul confession is, **In all these
we are more than cougucrors” Wa gain by
every temptation which-we overcome. New
love to Him for.whese sake we fight agaiost
sin. pew coufifence in hiy promises, new
xywpatby with others who arc tried, and new
strength with which to triumph over evil in
the future, are the olessed fruits of cvery sin
over which we are victorious.
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Be sure of it that indifference and indolence
are no fruits of the Spirit, it any wan have
not the spirit of Christ he is none of his”
Repentiogly ask his blessing. lwplore the
influences which come from above, and then
« go work to-day in” his ** vineyard.”
« First seek thy Saviour out, and dwell
Beneath the shadow of his roof,

Till thou have scanned his features well,
And know Him for the Christ by proof.

« Then, potent with the spell of Leaven,
Go, and thy erring brother gain;

Entice him bome to be forgiven,

Till he, too, see his Saviour plain.”

3. A man's salcation must le bencficial
1o those near him. 'I'nerc is a seuse in which
it is true that if a man is saved, bis house-
hold will be likewise. Through his conver.
sion they are saved {rom bad iuflucnces, raved
fiom miseries, saved from ann)ryances which
otherwise would fall to their lot. We cinaot
become better spiritually without being better
socially. Pcace with G3d produces good-will
towards men. .

4. One man's salvation is illustrative of
all men's salvation. It * thy house’” 18 to
be * saved” it must, like thce, * believe on
the Lord Jcsus Christ.” There is but one
way. The sawe means must be adopted by
every one.

152 itself one man's salvation is a specimen
of all mea's salvation. Not that there are
absolutely no differeaces. There must needs
be this because ot diversity in character and

temperament. But in the main spiritual his-

tory is identical in all. Asit is with the
physical, so is it with the spiritual. Meo’s

In doing good, bow often are our expecla-
tions cxceeded. Sometimes, we grant, hope
is crushed by reason of apparent failure. You
try to be spiritually uselul to certain ot your
fellow-creatures, but your efforts secmn vain.
But while you thus look at the dark remem-
ber also the bright side. It on various oe-
casiors your prayers and labours wear a dis-
couraging aspect, call to miwnd other seasons
when your success was greater than your
wost sunguine expectations, It one field has
proved unproductive, others nave yiclded
crops which you did not think you should live
to see; woreover, tae results ol Christian
work ure often of a higher vatare tha: the
the worker expected. Sunday schools are an
apt exemplifioition ot this.  Waen good
Robart Ruikes ecllected some of the outcast
children of Gloucester, his object at first was
waioly a secalar one. His ain was to give
them the rudimeats of education and to
keep ther, at least on.ea week, out of harm's
way. Little did be think **whareunto this
would grow.” Could be have becw privileged
with piophetic vision to glance onward lrom
that Lime (o this, behold the right impressions
wade, tae holy iufluences communicated, sue
inwiortal souls saved by Sabbath scnools, he
would have been lost in wonder. God bas
iudeed given him more than he asted. Wheo
we tuke all th:se facts iuto aceéount, remem-
bering how in respect ot pardow, boliness,
and uselulness God exceeds our expectations,
we need not marvel that the apostie shonld as-
oribe glory to ** H:m who is i.bly to do cxceed-
ing abuodanily above all that we cao ask or
thank 77

9. One man’s sa'vation will lead to that
of another.—3Sowc Bivlical critcs explain
the verse before us thus—** B.lieve on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and not only shalt thou
be saved, bui thou wilt be led to make such
efforts, to usze sach means as shall resalt in
the salvation cf thy houschold?  The con-
struction commonly put upon the passage and
the one rlready adepted by us io our previous

remarks seems more likely to be correct than
tbis. Nevertheless, the iuterpretation, if not
contained in, is suggested by the text, and it
affir;s o great trujh in respect of all who
are converied. ‘They are axious for those
around them, and by persuasion and prayer
geek to bring them to Cbrist.

How comes this ta puss?  What is it that
makes the saved wishlul to see others saved ?
One word explains it—Love., Love cannot
be inastive. It must express itself. Like
murder, it will out, The gospel produces love
to God and love to wan, gnd this iosurcs the
desire aud the attewpt to bring the lost to the
Baviour. Reader, it you imagine that you
are * born ‘again,” avcepted ol God, prepared
for heaven, whilg you lecl little or no earnest

ooljcitude for the souls of others, take alarm.

countenances, height, carriage, size, and
weight vary. Butall have the same member?,
organs, and functions. Study ome human
body and you know every other. Kven so;
though there are mivor differences in the de-
velopment of religious lile, it is, o the whole,
the same wherever found. This is why God’s
servants who live in this rcmote time find
their thoughts and feelings so well expressed
by David's psalms. Kor the same reason the
allegory of the Bedford prisoner aw:ke.s a
response in every devout soul. Buonyan’s
doubts, trials, and triumphs are ours also.

In the means of ils attainmexnt one man’s
is an exampie of tll mea’s salvation. Faith
in Christ is the divinely-appointed and unal
terable eondition of torgivensss and regenerae
tion. Seek Christ and e will bless thee,
* and thy house.”

For the Christian Mcssenger.
Old eycs on young Nova Scotia.
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OUR WORTHIES.

Dear Messenger,—

« Cease ye from man whose breath i3 in
his nostrils for wherein is he to be accounted
of,” is a sentiment which it takes not wany
years experience of lile to virily as a sad but
wost true principle of conduct. It is ueed-
lul, in order to save trom earthly idula'ry in
the burttal form ot Hero Worship. Bat
with this trutt: as our shield, is is still-our
daty, our privilege and joy, to osteem and
thank God for all He gives us in the way of
uoble example, of spiritual guides, and espo-
oially of those men who full ot faih, and
prayer, and labor stamp their impress on &
community, or an age. Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick Baptists have had such men;
and it is well and profitable to remember and
to honor them,

They were men who bore the burthen and
heat of the day—they laboured, and we are
entered into their Jabors. [t is easy to do
the work assigned us, when compared with what
they encountered and pertormed. The world
was all against thew. * Boods and impris-
onment” sometimes, and often opea opposition
and hate threatened their loviog advaace on
ignorande and wickedness with the mcessage of
peace and good will on their lips aud in (beir
nearts—they ondured, and prayed, and ocou-
quered. Toeirs muost have beeo that sure
faith that hopes against bope. It wes of
a true Missionary charaoter—often it wust
to those aged sad faithtal pionegrs - haye
scemed as anlikely—io & human point of view,
—that the men of their gescration should re-
ceive their message as that the disciples of




