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~ in Hindostanee or Burmese—nay—on some

- first ten or twenty years since the origin of

- eomposi

»with our approachisg anniversary.

Vishnoo or Budhshou!d hearken to Eoglish or
American strangers imperfectly stammering

accounts  more unlikely—for: our ‘carly Bap-
tist fathers, met those who were prepossessed
with the idea that they knaw the Gospel al-
ready, and had nothing to lcarn—and to over-
turn their system was io their view to war
against the very truth the preacher professed
to teach. Horoce he must be an enthusiast—
a fanatic—a mischiof-maker. But dispite all
this, tbese men of faith and prayer persevered
and prevailed.

And to how great extent were they enabld,
to win saccess ! I have not now at hand the
needful . records to evince in numbers their
marked success, but it strikes me an examina-
tion of the Minutes of our ascociations for
the last fifty or sixty years, would show a
much larger’ proportional increase during the

the Baptist Churches in Nova Scotia, than
appears in the last ten or twenty.

It this is so, it suggests matter for grave
consideration and inquiry. Whence this re-
cent failure of proportional progress? Is it
all to be laid to the account of the novelty of
Goepel Truth, as Baptist preachers present
it, ceasing—to the soil being worn aut by re-
peated cropping—the portion of the commau-
nity impressible by the truth being gathered
in, and leaving largely the harder cases to be
dealt with 7 or is it that there is a d.ficiency
of the faith that removes mountains, and the
welting agonizing love that in secking souls
wrestles with God in prayer that il not be
retused ? _

It may be difficult satisfactorily to answer
these questions, but I believe they ought to
be asked, and seriously weighed ; and especi-
ally is it our duty most earnestly to ask our-
se.ves, whether the pride of growth—of be-
ing a strong Deuomination—and of wealth,
wen so much more abounding among us—and
especially the pride of knowledge—of mental
improvement, may not be to some extent sap-
ping our foundation—scparating between our
souls and God—and so, enfseb'ing our power
of faith asd prayer, without which, Baptists,
by their avowed prineiples, nust of all cburch-
es be the feeblest—1ior we profess no system
bat that of prayer and faith—no mere hu-
man economy that may stand and make a
shew after all life shall bave left it. If we
cease to be vital christians, we avowedly cease
to be any thing.

But incrcase, and wealth, and mental cul-
tivation are good gilts of God. They are
gifts essential to a certain measure and kind
of progress. They come to u certain extent
in lien of what the power ot miracles wrought
in the early day of the charch—in liea of
speaking with tongues :s the spirit gave ut-
terance—in lien of the astounding argument
of the blied made to see, the deaf to hear,
the dead to rice. The world is to be conquered
and posscssed for Christ by those * many”!
who in the latter day ¢ shall run to and fro,
when knowledge sha!l be increased.”

Baptist worthies were remarkable for the
clear view with which they saw, and entorced
this truth, and the unselfisk freedom and ear-
vestness with which they gave their aid to the
new order cf things, in which the increase
of knowledge among the Baptists by their
own schools aud colleges, might naturally
seem to threaten the older labourers with a
dimioution of the reverence with which they
were regarded, when the people should come
to know more than they of buman learuing,
and educated ministers should be more fre-
quent among us.

There are some still living in all parts o!|
eur country, that must remcmber the nume-
rous gatherings in which education, as a ne-
eessity, was placed in the fore-front, and io

which such men as Handly Chipman—:nd |

Edward Manning —and Jeseph Dimock —with
streaming eyes testified to wondering hun-
dreds, hpjw bitterly they had felt the want of
Jearning, and how high a daty it was to aim
st the posression of it as an offerivg sancti-
fied to the servica of (God—out of those tears
a2d those testimonies, sprang—our beloved
semiaaries in Nova Scotia and New Bruos-
wick—and without such aid from the hooored
leadors of that day, ou~ present educational
suocess wust have been impossible. DBut I
forbear till another opportunity, and

Remain yours, &c.
“ OLp Eves.”

For the Clristian Messenger.

The Letters to the Eastern Baptist
Association.

Dgar EpiToR,—
Through the C. M. I would address the

officers and other members of the Churches
this Association most likely to be

ioterested, ou an important matter conaceted

The ¢ blank forms ” ordered last year have

-
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just been distributed, and it is hoped that you
will take sufficient interest to see that all are
properly filled, and daly forwarded to the
Association. It is very desirable that every
Charch be heard from, whether evjoying the
services of a Pastor, and otherwise prospe-
ous or not. All have, therefore, been sup-
plied with a Circular, each of which it is
expected will be returned, conveying the
usual letter and the required statistics aud
facts in the place and order therein assigned.
And to eftect this is not a matter of difficulty,
it uodertaken in season and in earnest.
Should any church be unable to send dele.
gates, all that is peccssary is to enclose the
document, when ready, in an envelope direct-

ed to the Clerk of the Eastern Association,|

North Sydney, C. B., pay the postage, and
mail from tha nearest post office early in July.
Any mories can be transmitted by meaos of
a P. O. order. Will you not, then, dear
brethren, do your part toward making our
statistics this year as full and correct as
possible.

It is thought that no ezplanation will be
requircd unless it may be with reference to
the item headed  First day of the week
fund,” The whole matter, as now before us,
is contained in the report on Union Societies,
Appendix D., of our last minutes, This re-
port—which was unanimously adopted—vir-
tually substitutes for the Union Society scheme
the system recommended by the Apostle in

1 Cor. xvi. 2. Yet, notwithstanding the su- d

periority of the latter method, it is to be
feared that few of our churches have yet
adopted it. May I vot urge upon those who
have not, especially if they have mo regular

system of beneficence, to make trial of this |

during the few wecks thai will elapse previous
to oar meeting, and forward a statement of
results. I would hardly recommend an at-
tempt to raise ZAés year’s contributions in such
a way, as the plan pre-supposes that the
whole filty-two weeks will be found necessary
for doing the work of each year;—although

I am by no means certain that much could

not be accomplishcd during the coming month,
To any who may be in doubt as to the best
mode of putting it in operation, I would just
say that nothing can be more simple. Get a
box made, aud labelled * First day of the
week fond.” Pat it in some convenient
place near the entrance to your house of
worship, If practicable, pass a resolution
in your Church, pledging all the members
“on each first day of the week ’ to lay by in
store * as God hath prospered” and coutri-
bute the result through the box. Kxplain
the whole matter publicly, and request the
congregation to render assistance, if &0 dis-
posed. At any rate, give them to understand
that none will be debarred from the priviloge.
Then let each individual make himsclt fa-
miliar with the Scriptural requirement before
rcferred to, and earnestly and frequently,
with direct reterence to this matter, offer the
petition * Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do?’ and be guided by the amswer. Tae
amount thus raised can be taken in charge by
some one appointed for the purpose, and at
stated times appropriated to such objccts as a
majorit§ of the church declare to be most
wortby and most in need. Should any one
desire to appropriate his own contributions,
he only needs to enclose them and direct in
acpordance with his wishes,

This system of benevolence has the follow-
lowing advantages over cvery other with which
the writer is acquainted.

1. It is simple, economical, and equitable, |

All can understand i, and it requires no out-
lay of time or effort in collesting. It does
away with a great deal of cumbersome ma-
chinery, and tends to equalize both the con-
tributions and the labor of securing them.

2. I extorts co pledges to be or nof to be
redcemed, stimulates to a constant and proper
supervision of one's personal affairs, and
keeps in fucd a coutinuous supply.

3. {t is unostentatious, allowing literal con-
formity to the requirement contained in Matt.
vi. 8.

4. It links worship and work, thereby re-
uniting ** what God hath joined together,”
It is not so much & plan for exacting money,

or continue suck for a longer or shoiter
period. ‘

8. It is eminently soriptaral, being ineul-
cated and encouraged, at least indircetly,
throughout the entire Bible,

9. And lastly, it is of universal adaptation,
thereby proving its high origin, and taking
rank among the unchangeable principles and
requirements of the Divine Lawgiver,

Hoping that, ea this s;stem, so well suited
to the desirced end, has been cordially adopted
by our Association; it will eventually be made
the standing rule in all our chnrehes, and that
this year will witncss no diminulion in the
amount raised among uvs in support of our
various deunominational interests, I beg to
conclude, with the promise ot more anon, °

CLEREK.

Chyvistion FHessenger.
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great remissness in many places in paying
ministers their just dues. [t arises in many
cases no doubt from want of consideration,
but is to them often a pretty eserious matter,
affecting their character as well as their peace
of mind, and it is surprising that with such
scanty supplies they get along so well as they
o. Rhere are many churches we koow, where
'no such charge can be laid, but it is well for
all to bave their * pure minds stirred up by
way of remembrance.™® We lately noticed a
,remark in a contemporary that ¢ preachers
should be well supplied with books, and a
liberal allowafice of good beel should not be
withheld ; their people might then fairly ex.
peot to profit from their ministry.” We be-
lieve there is more truth shan poetry in the
statement. Where the physical man is stint.
ed, and he finds it necessary to cartail his
means of obtaiving ioformation, for the sake
ot feeding "himselt and family, the people
will soon become dwarfistr, acd losing their
benevolence will eventually lose their self-
| respect and perhaps their souls. An open-
'bhanded hearty appreciation of the minister, is
- very likely toincrease the appetite for the trath
'he dispenses. We recommend any christians
who have not experievced this relish for the
truths of the gospel, to try the experiment ot
first increasing, and paying promptly the
| amount of their contribution, and then praying
| for God's blessing on the ministry of the word.
' By this means we belicve one gre:t.design of
' continuing thepeople of God upon earth will be
'accomplished.  Where these things are faith-
-fullydone, and the christian life is in harmony
'therew:th, there will be no lack of personal
effort for the salvation of others,
| We have had these thoughts saggested to
'us by reading the following from a wortly
christian minister living at a distance—not
'in Nova Beotia, He says,—apologizing for
- being ia arrears,—** perhaps if you koew how
‘irregularly and rparingly my wages wero
dealt out 10 me by my people, you would eon-
clude that I had wo busincss taking the Mes-
senger or any other paper. However, if you
' can possibly grant me the great privilege, I
shall like the Messenger to be sent to me as
long as I live, and wherever | may be located ;
and [ will promise to pay you it I have to
sell my hat for the money.”

The practical application of this should be
—not curiosity to learn wh? is the writer ;
bat, do 1 attend to my owa diaty in refer-
'ence to my wioister ?

' The Provincial Wesleyen in an article cn-
titled ¢ Our Conference ot 1866,” institutes a
com parison between the ministry of the Confer-
~ence of Kastern British America of 1861 and
1 1866, and states that in that body during the
 past « five years there were forty young men
ordained to the work of the holy ministry, but
that so many have been the casualties of oar
Minister's lite that this comparatively large
oumber of ordinations has resulted io a net
increase of only eight ministers, In 1861
the nomber was 183, iu 1860 it was, omitting
the students, not more than 141.” Ki

as a help to the performance of an important | were in tho Conference of 1861 bave since

christian duty.

all the higher, nobler feelings of the heart,

Its tendency is to elevate the | died. After giving various explanations and
act of giving into a systematio, constant, and

pleasurable scrvice, smoothing its too frequent
repulsiveness, and calling into active exercise | ain and the United States, the editor

notices of the removal of mivoisters, some to
“ the better land” and others to Great Brit-

pro-
eeeds: * The number ot Members in our So-

5. It meets the requirements of the so-|eieties in 1861 was 15497. Five years later
called * Muller gystem” of support, without|the number was 15,029, being a diminution of

encouraging its extravagaot pretensions, or | 468’ and again,

* The districts which have

lessening the feeling of individual responsi-|returned fewer members list year than five

bility.
6. It

enceu

permits the largest generosity and

rages the bestowal of the * Widow’s|increase, and this wust be noted with gratetul
Mite ;” and while it accords perfect frecdom, |joy.”

{rears previously, are Halif1x, 8t, Jobn, and
' Fredericton. In other distriets ihere was an

This state of things has caused serious

at the same time lays a sense of persomal ob- cn%niry and anxious concern,

ligation heavily upon all.

7. Rightly understood, it interferes with|we are informed and fully believe, from an

no other method of raisio

his diminution in statistics docs not . arise

for any reason be thought advisable to adopt|are more numerous and the places of worship
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Mi~nisTer's Durs.—There is, we beliove,

t who'

g fuods, should it| loss of power in the body., The congregatio n’u 1 sub—Pd. J. Bu81, &c.

 ton. E A. Layton.

Jung "6,\ 186’6.

have increased in number and capacity. One
reason may be given which it is suggested is
o sodree of joy tothe body. Wegive itin our
confemporary’s own words: * Were our dis.
cipline less strictly “administered, were our
church less pare, the case would be different.
That our numbars do not rise more rapidly is
a part of the price our connexion pays for
its strenuous endeavours to kegp its members
‘ out of the world.””

We notice these things, not only for the
information of* our readers, but for the pur-
vose of affording encouragement to such
churches as may not enjoy the pleasure of re-
ceiving accessions to their numbers, It dim-
inutions are occasioned by the excreise o! dise
cipline, the consolation deriv'd {rom conside-
ralions of the greater purification of the
church thereby, are very proper and legitimate.

Those who have taken an active interest in
our institutions of learning, we dou“t not,
have had a rare treat at the Anniversary of
Acadia College yesterday, As our Western
railroad has not yet procecded beyond Wind-
sor, we are unable to give any account of the
procecdings in our present -issue, but must
ask ouar readers to wait till our next, when we
hope to give them all the particulars. It is
not necessary at the present day to do more
than offer suggestions as to the great impor-
tance ot givinog encouragement to every cffort
for the advancement of the cavse of higher
educaticn. Learoirg is the handmaid of re-
ligion, and whatever may te said ot it as a
common blessing, it becomes infinitely eularged
when ‘employed in the work of seattering
christian truth over the mations. In theso
days, ignorance is but a comparative condition,
but wherever it prevails and assumes a con.
trolliug power, it is a tyranny which becomes
most demoralizing, and an intolerabie bur.
den. The slaves of ignorance are to be more
pitied than those who are mercly deprived ot
physical frecdom. Whenever it so far cbteins
the mastery as to govern those io authoriry,
the condition of the governed is most degraded.
It rests with every community to dccide
whether they will prefer the freedom whieh
knowledge conters, or the slavery arising from
ignorance. It is not difficalt for a people to
lapse into astateof barbarism. Like religion,
learning only needs neglecting to allow its
antagonist to rcign supreme, But like re-
ligion its true friends are we believe increas-
ing, and its future is not to be like the past,
but they are to iucrease in number and pow-
er, and those who espousc these great instra-
ments ot reformation and blessing will even-
tually attain true honor and nobility,

What is it which distinguishes betwcen the
lowest type of mankind and the enlighteaed
man of science and art but edueation? Add
to this a knowledge of the true God, and we
have the highest style of man—the christian
stadent, All the distance !etween bim and
the barbarian is bat the effect of kuowledge.
Oar Colleges are the very fountains ot civili-
zation, and safe guards from a returo to pri-
mitive ignorance.
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Ministers and Delegates attending the Baptist As-
sociations, will be allowed to pass to and from on
the railway for one fare. A certificate from the

Moderator wiil be required by the Ticket master on
return,

o~ -

Delegates to the Western N. S. Baptist Associa-
tion to be held at Lower Granville, on the 9th of
June, are hereby requested to call upon one of the
following Committee, who will direct to su.table
lodgings.

RoBERT DELAP.

W. M. WEATHERSPOON.

ISATAH WALLACE.
Lower Granville, May 22nd, 1866.

Baptist Annivevsaries.

The WESTERN NovA ScoTIA ASSOCIATION will

meet on Saturday, June the 9th, at I® o’clock, A.M.,
at Lower Granville.

The CeNTRAL Nova ScoTiA AsSSoCiATION will

meet on Saturday, June the 16th, at 11 o’clock, A M.,
at Hantsport.

The EasTERN Nova ScoTia AssociaTioN will meet
on Saturday, July the 21st, at 2 o’clock, P. M., at
North Sydney, Cape Breton.

The EAsTERN NEw BRUNSWICK ASSOCIATION will
meet on Thursday, the 12th of July, at

The WESTERN NEW BRUNSWICK ~ ASSOCIATION
will meet on Thursday, the 20th of September, at 2

o'clock, P. M., at Newcastle, Miramichi.

The Barrist ConveENTION OF NovA Scoria, New
Brunswick AND Prince Epwakp Isvanp, will
hold its 2¥st Annual Session in the Brussel's Street,
Baptist Church, 8t. John, N. B., commencing on
Saturday, the 18th day of August, at 2 o’clock, P.M.

Letters Received.

-

S. F. Whitman. W.J.'Gates. E. Lamont,
84, 1sab. I. J. Gesner./~will write. R. S.
Wiltigms. Dr. J. Woodbary, 84. Rev. H.

Eagiles M. Sears, 85. Rev, Dr. Tupper. 83,

M. E. C.—Send the
answer. Rev. T. H. Porter, Jun. R A. Lay-

Jas. E. Masters.



