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"* wotk which was to be of such signal advantage | 
to them.. He bad no objection to the sombor | 
tion of the bill, though he would like to see how 

the public as well as private interce's were to 

them subsequently for 10 cents to the 
wko actually got the contracts. It was as well 
to understand whether those engaged in the 
construction of our Railways were to be called 
upon to pay inordinate prices through such 
combinations. 

Mr. Archibald said that he had it brought to 
his notice that the existing law did operate in 
juiiously to many private individuals. In a- 
mending the law, the House would be only 
transferring the burthen from the parties who 
now suffered to the counties which ought to suf- 
fer. A man through whose land a railway went 

wight be grossly injured beyond the amount 
that be received in the way of compensation 
from the public. : 

Hon. Attorney General wish¢d to know the 
specific character of the injuries received be- 

fore applying a remedy. His own experience 
was that no individual, who could show that be 

bad been unjus ly used, would fail to receive 

justice at the hands of the legislature. 
Mr. Tobin said that the province had made 

itselt liable for a large expenditure for the es- 

pecial advantage of Pictou, and he thought, un- 

der the circumstances, the peopie of that county 

should be more generous, and not endeavor to 
obstruct the construction of the line. 

Mr. 8. Campbell said be did not sce what the 
petitioners had to complain of, inasmuch as they 
were enabled by th: law to bave an appraise- 
ment made of the injuries received. 

Mr. Longley wus glad to hear such sentiments | 
expressed by gentleruen on both sides respect- 

* ing the complaints made in the petition ; and 
expressed his opinion that the law gave such in- 
dividuals sufficient protection when it enabled 
them to appoint one of the appramwers to esti: 
mate the value of the extent of damage in- 
curred. He did not think it at all becoming for 
the people of Pictou to make such complaints 
under existing circustances. 
Mr. D. Fraser was surprised to bear it stated 

taat the whole of the county of -Picton was in- 
terested in the present question,—it was actu- 
ally only a swall settlement. He maintained 
that these parties had been hardly dealt with ; 
they bad only small pieces of lard, and this had 
been denuded of valuable wood which they bad 
been carefully rving. He knew cases in 
the county ot Pictou of individuals going upon 
private property, wiles away from the railway, 
and cutting down fence material. le trusted 
that the House would consefit to ‘make the law 
more explicit. 

Mr. Blanchard said it was not the people of 
Pictou who made these complaints, but a small 
portion of them. One complaint was that lum- 
ber bad been carried away, and that it conse. 
quently became impossible to appraise the 
damage sustained. In the county of Pictou 
they bad actually gone and taken stone twelve 
miles beyond the track of the railway. Any 
one who looked at the names on the petition 
would see at once that there must be good rea- 
sons for such a petition baving been seut to the 

islature. 
r. McKay expressed bis opinion that the 

law now on the Statute Book required some a- 
mendment. Justice should be done to all par- 
ties who could make out a fair and legitimate 
case. dJdndividuals who bad small tracts of land, 
and a little wood on them, were the real suffer- 
ers. 

Hon. Attoraey General said that he never 
donied the principle that, although private in- 
dividuals must at times yield to urgent public 
necessity and for the good of many, yet their 
ri hts should be touched as little as possible. 
He was quite satisfied that the Government 
would not sanction any illegal or unjustifiable 
acts on the of a contractor. ile was free 
to say that there might be hardship arise, when 
a little temperate conduct on the part of con- | 
tractors would save the rty of an individ- 
ual from unnecessary damage, and still do no ic- 
jury to the publie service. 

Hon. Prov. Secretary said he hoped there 
was no disposition to embarass the the Govern- 
ment in respect to the Pictou Railway, bat cer- 
tainly the course taken by the hon. leader of the 
Opposition was hardly worthy of a gentlemen 
a § wa 80 onerous and responsible a position. 
That . gentleman bad bimself undertaken 
to alter the law, and on the first note of clamor 
he declared it was a most tyrannical and arbitr- 
ary measure. All be (Dr. T.) wished to know 
was how the law could be amended without in- 
jury to the ic interests. So great had been 
the obstruction in the way of obtaining sleep- 
ers that, at this moment an effort was be- 
ing made to obtain them from the neighboring 
Province—a very strange faot in a country like 

Mr. Archibald said that he bad not denied 
the necessity of protecting the pablic interests. 
What remarks bad been made bad arisen from 
the opposition that bad beén given to the con- 
sideration of a legitimate petition. 

Hon. Prov, Secretary laid on the table the 
appheation of the Society of Natural History 
for aid .in publishing the reports of the proceed: 

“The petition was referred to the Committee 
oa Printing end Reporting. 
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A discussion arose on the amendment p> 
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gets pany. The altarsion wae te 
tr Gea gdh fens extended the o 

be at the same time protected. He had heard | 
of parties who bad ccmbind to put.a price of 60 
cents upon rsilway sleepers, and yet bad sold | 

parties |. 

"whereas be (Mr. C) advoca 

- ing to the 

labiliy. of Warhols to the period of dix 
mgpthe after disposing of thelr shares. 
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The amendment was negatived. y 

Hon. Prov. Sec. laid on the table there port of 
of Professor How on certain minerals found by 
Dr. Heneyman. 

Mr. Annand referred to the necessity of bav- 
ing the Estimates down at as early a period as 
possible. 

Hon. Atty. Gen. replied that measures were 
being taken with as little delay possible to lay 
the Kwimatcs on the table. The government 
not only had to consider the amount of expen- 
diture for the present year but also the altered 
circumstances of the country arising out of the 
abrogation of the Reciprocity Treaty. The 
duty, therefore, that now devolved on the Fi- 
nascial officer was of a far more onerous charac- 
ter than it bad been {or the past ten years. 

Hon. Prov. Secv. l1id on the table the peti 
tions of two late Railway contractors, the cou- 
tractors bad been paid in full for all the work 

# they bad performed, but they claimed that they 
undertook the contract at a smaller amount than 
they could possibly do it for. He believed that 
that sta'ement was correct, and that some ol 
them had sustained a considerable loss in conse- 
quence. Of course the Government could not 
entertain any such claim for a single instant; 
they bad discharged all legal demands apon 
them, and there their duty ended. They did 
not wish, however, to shut these men off from 
having their case placed before the Legislature. 

Mr. Locke thought the Government should 
assume fu!l responsibility in the matter, and not 
attempt to threw it npon the House. 
The documents were allowed to lie on the ta 

ble for the present. 
Mr. Churchill presented a petition, Mr. Miller 

two, Mr. C. J. Campbell four, Mr, Hill one, Mr. 
8. McDonnell two, Mr. Longley one, Mr. An- 
nand one, Mr. Kaultack two, Mr. I’ryor one 
and Mr. Colin Campbell, one: 

Hon. Prov. Secy. laid on the table informa. 
tion asked for by Mr. Hebb on a previous day 
in reference to the Inspector of Schoois for Lu- 
nenburp county, showing that that officer’s sal- 
ary had been from May 1864 to January last, 
$576 71. 
The House then adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, March 14th. 

Petitions were presented by Mr. Bourinot, | 
Mr. Jost, Mr “8S. Campbell, Mr. Hiil, Mr. Pryor, 
Mr. Ross and Mr. Kaulback, tor various objects. 

Mr. Tobin presented a perition respecting 
coal mining leases on which some discussion 
arose, 
The House attended His Excellenzy in the 

Council Chamber. Upon the return of mem- 
bers, the Speaker announced that His Excellen- 
cy bad assented to the bills relating to the Wind- 
sor and Annapolis Railway Company, the New 
York and Cape Breton Coal Mining Company, 
the Collins Coal Mining Company, and the Aca- 
dia Lodge of Freemasons.” 

The Education Bill.— Hon. Prov. Secy. moved 
the order o” the day, the bill * to amend the 
Act for the better encouragement of education.” 
In doing so, be suggested to the House the ad- 
visability of allowing the bill to pass its second 
reading, as it involved no pew principle, but 
rather matters of detail. 

Mr. C. J. Campbell objected to such a course 
being pm sued ; he intended to move against the 
bill, as he was entirely opposed to th: principle 
on which it was based. 

Mr. Tobin asked the hon. gentleman it hie 
carriage got out of order would be not take 
measures to have it repaired. Now tho present 
law did not work well, and accordingly, the gov- 
ernment were wishing to repair it, and make 
it more useful. He trusted that the hon. mem- 
ber for Victoria had patrioism enough to do 
nothing that would thwart the progress of edu- 
cation, and prevent the passage of a measure 
that would make our system ore acceptable to 
the people of this country. When the present 
commissioners in Halifax entered upon their du- 
ties, there were only 700 children attending 
scl 00, and now, notwithstanding the school ac- 
comm dation was not at all satisfactory, there 
were at least 1900. When the House saw that 
similar results were occurring all over the Pro- 
vince, they should feel encouraged to persevere 
in the good work which toey had set themselves 
to perform for the past two sesions. He did not 
suppose that he would derive any persenal hen- 
efit from ond PN ihre, the same ng be was 
uite prepared that all the property he possessed 
x (05 sivatry or elsewhere should be taxed tor 
the benefit of education. Every man who had 
any pratriotism should b : willing to contribute to- 
w the education of the country. 

Mr. C. J. Campbell said that be was just as 
desirous as the bon. member for Halifax to in- 
crease the educational facilities of the country, 
and they only differed as to the best means of 
effecting that desirable object. The hon. gen- 
tleman was in favor of compulsory assessment, 

a diflerent 
course. If he bad a carriage that was contine: 
ally getting into ruts and was proved rotien and 
worthless, be would try to get rid. of it as soon 
as possible, and procure a new one, constructed 
of sound materials, that could be used without 
any inconremnes, y 5 

r. 8. MacDonnell said that he did not agree 
with the statement that there pO new prin- 
ciples embodied in the bill, and that he ¢ wid 
not understand the manner in which the House 
sometimes rag ny business, He had LG 
thought that the proper, time to tess thé 
principle was op ihe second rea but agcord- 

discussed for some time in committee, and 
ips be swept away altogether. It would 

ainly save timo il {be principle were 

Lo yn would 

oom my 1X the policy © 
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but it rheidion. member for Victoria wished to 
move against the broad principle of assessment 
for the support of free schools, now was certain- 
ly the proper time. He was in hopes that no 
gectleman would be desirous of attacking the 
fundamental principle of the law after the con- 
sideration it had received for the two last ses- 
sions, but that gentlemen all round the tenches 
would unite in perfecting and making the mea- 
sure as acceptable as possible to the masses. 

Mr. 8S. Campbell did not agree with the as- 
sertion that, because the principle of assessment 
had been ranctioned in previous sessions, there- 
fore it was favored by a majority of the House 
at the present time. Gentlemen bad now gained 
an amount of experience in reference to the 
subject which placed them in a very different 
possion to that which they formerly occupied. 

e believed, despite the assertions of the Su- 
perintendent of, Bdsication, that education bad 
actually retrograded in this province. 

M:. 8. McDonnell said many the details of 
the present bili were more distasteful than those 
of the existing law. The bill before the House, 
substituted assessment instead of voluntary sub- 
scription, and in that respect it made an im- 
portant change from the present act. 

Mr. Miller said that havirg twice tested the 
sense ot the House, which had deeided against 
bim, be was bound now to presume, unless oth- 
er gentlemen moved in the matier, that there 
bad beeri no change ia the opinion of the ma- 
jority. "He was glad to see that: the question 
wow came beiore Howse divested of any party 
aspect, and (hat genilemen would be able to deal 
with it without teelmyg that they were opposing 
or supporting the government. ' 

Mr. C. J. Campbell said that it was a matter 
of little consequence to him whether any change 
bad taken place in the feeling of the House; 
all that le wisted was to preserve his consist 
ency. The govérnmert brought down the ques. 
tion of education an open one. every gentle- 
man was loft perfectly untrammeled, and could 
deal with it irrespective of party considerations. 
He would therefore ask leave to mave the follow- 
ing amendment. 

* Whereas it is the declared policy of the 
Legislature to establish a 81stem of Free Schools 

and whereas, compulsory taxation is obnoxious 
to those assessed, and exceedingly unjust in its 
collection and distribution : 

“ 7 herefore Resolved, That the Free Schools 
of this country in the future be only supporied 
out of the general revenue; and turtber Re- 
solved, That a tax of 1} per cent. be imposed on 
all articles imported into this Province, tor the 
better support of Schools in this Colony.” 
Every one knew, that I'rovidence bad not lav- 

iskred his gitts on any single class of men, but to 
some le gave the eloquence of expression and to 
o'bers the power of reflection. He felt that 
there were many gent'emen around the benches 
who might not speak with the ability of the few, 

thinking and forming sound judgments for them- 
selves ; and it was to these gentlemen that be 
chiefly appealed in the few imperfect remarks 
be was addressing to the House. He objected 
to the second clause as being unfair to the peo- 

le to whom it was intended to apply. Under 
it a few persons would bave to bear the burthen 
ol the amount that had to be raised. 

thirty cents per bead, would not work in the 
country. The imporinion of one and a balf per 
cent. upon our impors would realize $215,800 
which, added to the usual Provincial grant, 
would wake an aggregate of $309,068, for the 
suppor: of cducation. This sum distributed 
over the Province—allowing a full limit for the 
increase of next year—would allow $7 10 each 
scholar. It would give each teacher an average 
of $300. Another great object would be also 
subserved by the policy be advocated. It was 
unwise to allow #0 vany foreign goods to come 
into this Pros ree Iree of duty. It was im- 
possible to apply «va new country, whose manu. 
tactures were only in their infancy, the princi 
ple that worked well in Great Britain. It was 
his object to establish the principle of protection 
whilst be aiso promoted the cause of education. 
He did not wish to cast any r-flections on the 
supporters of our present educational measure. 
He believed that they bad risked a great deal 
in forcing it upon country; bat, at the same 
time, experience should have taught them the 
folly of persisting in their policy. 

Mr. Blanchard said be would like to know 
whether the bon. gentleman undertook to im- 
pose the duty of 1} per cent. on all merchan- 
dize or on certain goods only, 
Nr. C. J. Campbell replied that it was pre- 

posed toimpose the duty oo all dutiable articles. 
As the importations increased with the growth 
of the A the amount for education would 
increase ; and there would be some permanancy 
in the fond. . 

Hou. Prov. Secretary wished to know how 
the hon. member to divide the mnioney 
after it had been obtained. 4 

At present the amount of money received in 
a district depended on the scrion of the people 
themselves. In'ote place the people might con- 
tribute largely iw order wo get a good teacher 
who, under the bill, w 

’ 

receive a certain 

raise a fund sufficient to pay all the teachers, 
and ‘admitting such a olin was feasible, how 
could the money be divided ? "Who was to say 
to. one section. it should have fifty pounds; and 
to another it would receive thirty pounds. The 
bun. member wou 

money amobg the teachers according to the ac- 

for the education of the masses of the people; 

but who bad nevertheless the great capability of 

He considered the provision contemplated, of 

sum. The hon. member; however, proposea to 

Id see at once that the basis 
Govesbaset could Pim om 

| would be bailed with’ pleasure 
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respect to educa ion, it shoald be extended also 
to the statute labor of the ‘country. If the Leg- 
islature was to commit the folly of attempting 
to draw directly (rom the revenus the amount 
required for the sappatt of the schools, this 
country would soon be in a condition of vio- 
lent strife. The hon. member had @itempted a 
similar resolution last session, but abhdoned it 
when he saw the feeling of the . Houle. on the 
subject. Having shown to his const 
views that he entertained, he ought not to 
again occupied the time and attention of the 
Legislature with a project which was. entirely 
Quixotic. Wherever his principle had been 
tried, it bad been found entirely impraciicable. 
Instead of exciting an interest on bebalf 
of education, it had led to indifferénce and 
apathy,—in short, to results that were most an- 
tagonistic to the progress of education, A few 
days ago a resolution similar to that of the hon. 
member, bad been moved in a popular’ assem- 
blage held in one of the counties of thé Prov- 
ince, but it was rejected, although the [major- 
ity were opposed to the present school law, “and 
had no particular affection for the government. 

Mr. C. J. Campbell expressed his wish at one 
and the same time to encourage “edutation’ and 
raise up manufactures in this co + Hhther- 
to our people bad been continuvaliysdéasing the 
country to try their fortunes elsewhere, but 
once raise up a large manufacturing interest in 
the Province, and its population ‘vault soon be 
largely increased. lid 
Mr. 8. Campbell said be wonld beiiprépared 

to go to the full extent ot the resolutign moved 
| by the hon. memeber, it he saw the IEMA ance 

te for it, of its suecess. As.it was, he would v 
and # it failed he would substitute’ ‘another. 
The one he would propose would, of course, re- 
cognize assessment to a certain degree, but be 
would limit the power of the. Government to 
impose direct taxation to any amount beyond 
one-fourth of the whole sum required to support 
our public schools. 
Mr Blanchard said that he bad no hesitation 

in-expresving bir opinions boldly on this ques- 
tion, tor he valued his seat less than he did the 
performance of hisduty. He wished to show 
how the question really stood before the House 
—it was 10 impose one and a balf per cent. 
upon all goods, whether dutiable or free. Sure- 
ly that was a most Quixotic idea! More than 
one-half of our goods came in free at the pres- 
eat rime. 
wanted protection, and he was going to bave it 
with a vengeance. He was going to tax all raw 
goods that come in free, and yet he was a pro- 
tectionist. He was going to tax all the flour re- 
quired by the country, for on that artivle also 
tie would raise a suin of about $28.683, dor the 
support of schools. He was going to raise $215, 
000 by the additional duty, besides the $90,000 
now taken from the revenue. That was to say, 
he acked over $800,000 directly from the trea- 
sury ; that would be more than a quarter of the 
whole revenue. If all this money was to be 
taken for s:hools, and an immense amount be- 
sides for railways, how were tha roads and bridg- 
es—ot which gentlemen spoke so often— to be 
supported ? Then it must be remembered that 
the ben. member would raise up an army of col 
lectors ; the whole machinery of the Customs 
would require revision. 
The debate was adjourned ; and the House ad- 

journed until 11 o'clock the next day. 

L 4 

Taurspay, March th. 

The House met at 11 o'clock. ’ 
Petitions were presented by the Hon. Prov. 

Sec., and Mr. Longley. 
i The adjourned debate on the education; bill 
was resumed. 

Mr. Locke said notwithstanding the statement 
made by the Superintendent be was disposed to 
believe that the schools under the old law were 
twen.y-five pcr cent. in a ivanee of their present 
condition. Tt bad Leen said by the Provincial 
Sccretary that the state should provide for 
public Education—that being the case it was 
the duty of the state to support the schools en- 
tirely and inake them free to the pecple, and by 
adding 24 per cent. the sum of $196,400 would 
be produced, without being so burthensome as 
direct taxation, or say $200,000, and the b:lance 
required could be raised by subscriptions which 
the wealthier inbabitants would readily give. 
If the government would accept these sugges 
tions, be thought they would be taking an ex- 
ceedingly popular step, and though he did not 
wish to see them become popular, yet for the 
good to be thus attained he would not regret that 
thes should: be so. 

Mr. Ross was afraid that the Government 
were Sthomptie too much, for instead of mak- 
ing such radical changes, the law, like our teach- 
ing, should advance gradually. Taking the re- 
port-of the lnspector for Vietoria, he feared 
matters were too highly colored ; be should be 
glad if there really were * twenty-five new 
school houses built during the past year in ao- 
cordance with the plans issued by the Council 
of Public Instruction ;* but all be could say 
was, that in bis travels he could not see them. 
The local tax rg” entan a byraen H from 
$3000 to $4000 on bis people, a e for one 
would not willingly impose such a direct borden 
on those whom he had the bonor to represent. 
If it should - be decided that this burden was to 
be im on them, there were some clauses in 
the bill that be woul : 
One was a uniform rate of payment to 
allover the province, according to their respestive 

pris by orders pe in their favor. This 
by the teachers 

irregular and improper manner in- which they 

’ o 

The bon. member for Victoria 

wld feel it bis fJoiy,1e Sapper. 
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