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ilies destitute of the Bible, visited 67 Roman
Catholic families, all of whom accepted a
tract, except one: conversed on personal re
ligion or prayed with 951 families besides many
individuals by the way side, and visited in all
2252 families, I have organized several Sab-.
bath Bchools, helped torward others whick were
in operation, visited and encouraged a number
of day Schocls gave one temperance address,
and have laboured constantly to put down liguor
drinking and the use of tobacce from one end
ot the County to the other.

Mr. R. C. who laboured six months in Lunen-
burg ecounty writes * I have visited every seitle-
ment, with the exception ot Clearland in this
country, reaching with few exceptions, avery

family. Of the Society’s publicatians, exclusive |

of Tracts 1 bave distributed throughoat the
county over ten hundred ; of traets over twen-
ty two thousand pages. Very fow of the latter
have been sold. In nearly every house in the
counly there is some printed truth as issued by the
Sociely.

Mr. J. McR. colporteur in Pictou, Guysboro
and Antigonish writes, “ During the quarter I
have travelled over a large portion of Antigon-
ish Co., and parts of Pictou and Guygsboroe. I
visited 829 Rowan Catholic families, There is
a wide field {or usefulness in Guysboro Co.”

Mr. C. L. C. colporteur in Colchester and

inhabitants in indigent circumstances and quite
destitute of religious books.
during their eight years residence in the place, '
they had never received a visit from a winister of |
the gospel. As they were a good distance from a '
place of worship they seldom attended, some of |
them not at all. My visit to them was exceed-

the caveless, instructing the ignorant, and en-
ccuraging the feeble christian, that the work
was truly blessed. 1 read, prayed, and con-

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

They: tald me that and [ am

ingly acceptable, and | trust profitable to myselt, Lt
1 teit, when going from honse te house, warning‘f

versed with the families and supplied every oue
of them by sale or grant with good books.
They thanked me kindly for visiting them and
invited me to come a:ain,”

It will be seen from these extracts, that the
work of this society is not a mere book selling
operation, undertaken or prosecuted for pecuni-
ary gain. On ibe contrary while it aims to
supply families and Sabbath Schools throughout
the land with a pure religiods literature at a
low price, its great object and aim are to seek
those living without the gospel, and in a spirit
of cbristian love and bene:olenee; earry to them
the message of salvation in the works of Bax-
ter, Bunyan, Doddridge, Vean, and other kind-
red authors, strivieg by words of earnest coun-
sel and exhortation, by reading the Beriptures
and prayer to lead them to seek an interest in

Cumberland writes, I have spent the quarter|the Saviour.

just ended in the county of Cumberland. T
have found it an interesting field tor Colporteur | been employed in this proviace,

During the year twelve Colporteurs have
A large por-

labour. In consequence of not being ‘able to|tiou of the more needy parts of it has been ex-
explore the whole county,. Idevoted the larger|plored. Many families bhitherto without the

portion of iy time, to the mast sparsely settled

and destitate parts. I have explored preity|the local, Bible Societies, kitdly furnishing
thoroughly a number of settlements, situate in|copies of the Scriptures for that purpose.

with some profit. Your remarks are timely
glad that you published them. 1 think

that there is much caus® for deep bumiliation,

—for we have deeply revolted from the Lord.

And if fasting and prayer would help to pro-

duce a change in us for the better, we ought nct

to neglect either. I believe there is much scep-

icism among our peopl- in respect to the duty

and utility of fasting. Resolutions are so

framed sometimes as to omit all mention of fast-

ing, and only in general terms call to hunilia-

tion. This is well, huwiliation is good ; but it

would also be well to specify one of the means
of producing, or at least of expressing and also
increasing it. * What you say as to the utility of
private fasting is, 1 believe, correct. Io my
earlier religious life I used to observe such rea-
sons, and I think, with profit; bat for several
years past | have not done so. I am sure I have
lost by the neglect. We are disposed enough
to pamper the flesh ; the hard lessons of self-
denial are thought to be unnecessary. We per-
baps think we will make good enough Chrie-
tains without them. Indeed some will go so far,
in order to justity their neglect of fasting, as to
say that it is a relic ot Popery. What may have
been the abuses of fasting undera corrupt s stem,
Protestants, and especially Baptisis, cught tore-
turn to a practice recognized in Scripture aud
practised by eur Great Teacher and Exewplar.
I shall endeavour to reform my pracice in the
matter and, I desire to do so in everything
wherein I have failed to do my duty.

word of God have been supplied, the officers of
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1 wish you to remember me by name before
the Lord; I need Divine grace to it3 utmost
capacity ;—without Christ and his righteousness
I am forever undone. Do pray for me. 1 be-
lieve God is with you—I like the spirit you
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he same time, at i 8 markét value, say hay at $8,
WO tons at least to each cow, wakes $36 ; eight
lollars more thau the cow will sell for in the
Spring, allowing the manuce to pay the trouble
f feeding.

Could the framers of that Bill think that it
vould be received with favour by the Farwers,

'owever much they may prize education,

vhen they see ovbers with incowes of thousands
f dollars and rich in Bank Stock exempted ?
'bey should have known the temper ot the
wople better. There will of, course be indivi.
lual cases of hardsbip when the best has been
lone, particularly in poor and scattered districts

~nut let the Dill be amended so as to make it

quitable and 1 feel satisfied \hree fourths of the
people will hail it wi.h delight,
Respectfully yours,
‘ A CorLcHESTER FARMER.

_—

SUPREME COURT.

The Case of John C, Douglass, the
~ maate of the “ Zero.”

We have had another step taken in this dif-
ficult and perplexing case.  On Wednesday Jast
the Judges gave jud_ ment in open court. The
diﬂ'crum-cs;xisting in the views takem by the
' several Judges do not remove any of the difficul-
ties by which it is surrounded. The judgments ail
indicated a vast amonnt of labor and research in
endeavouring to come to a correct legal decision.
The citation of precedents and reference to the
books occupied much time. To give them in
detail would not only eccupy too large an amount
ot space for our columps, but would have very
little interest for the general reader.  There

——

remeote corners of the county, where I found a Many without any religious readings or the
considerable amount of woral and spiritual des- | means to purchase, have had a suitable volume
titution. Most of the places that I visited have presented to them.  Prayer has been offered at
no resident minister and are ounly pariially sup- | many a fireside for the first time. Tens of
plied with the preaching of the gospel. Many | thousands of tracts full of soul-saving gospel
families are scldom visited—and some not ac all | truth have been distributed. Thus this society
——’by ministers. This makes the visit of the co-operates with the ordained ministry by weans to gupport in your work, successfully carried out.
colporteur more necessary and much more | of this combined agency and ihe pereonal pray-| - I am, Dear Brother, &.
appreciated. erful efforts of christian men. It iy a wost im- =y

I found a few families without..the word of portant Auxiliary in the work of Ilome Evan-
God ; several without afy religious books, and | gelization. For the Chmttan Messenger.
a great many with an exceedingly small supply.| Will it not commend itself to all christians The School Law.

I made it a point to vead and pray with near |and Philanthropists ¥ R EMAT T
Mr. EDirons= '

ly all the families in the destituie localities and _ ‘
urge upon them the claims of peisonal religion. Wil ‘you allow me the privilege of  express-
I also held meeticgs in several places, and good ing.my opinion of the present School Law.—

I gave my humble opinion on the Bill before it

attention and interest were manifested to the
word spoken. became law, through the columns of the Mes-
Books were purchased by many with pleasure senger, and otherwise, in the forlorn Lope that
and those who were not able to purchase re.| .. very happy to learn from Dr, Tupper | Perhaps even at the eleventh hour is friends
ceived tracts and small books with expressions that I bad misapprehended his views on the sub- | Wight take warning and so amend it that it
of gratitude, I visited several Sabbath Schools, ject of fasting. Doubtless a man way injure |Would be acceptable to the friendy of Educa.
and delivered an address to each. The Tract|}is bealih by fasting or by praying, or by going|tion in general. Bui the warning was not
Society's publications are bighly appreciated. |, meeting or by working, and most especially [ heeded. The Bill passed and is now the
Their circulation will undoubtedly produce a by eating and drinking. But no sane man|law of the land. And did we judge from
salutary effect. would think of abandouing all these exepgises | vhe flattering reports published in 1he pepers
One Saturday afternoon 1 visited a small set- | oo o they can be abused. Not many months| we might think it working well.  But is it so?
tlement comprising thirteen families, I found ago a brother in the ministry made an ‘“e‘ﬁﬂ‘ *# All is not gold that glitters” never was wmore
many of them in a state of physical wretched. to fast. e took no breakfast on a fast day, |vervified. There need be no stronger evidence
ness and moral and sepiritual destitution. ] preached, and when dinner time came. he could | of the detestation of the present 8.hool Bill,
visited nearly all the families that afternoonm, not eat, for pain and sickness, and wae rendered | then the t #o last elections.
conversed, read, and prayed with them, and dis- quite ill by the process. He naturally iut‘e:'red Politicians say it is Confederation and con-
tributed swall books and tracts gratuitcusly. that fasting for him at least was not beneficial. | tinve to manufacture a little capital out of it,
On Babbath alternocon, in company with the It reminded me of an attempt I once made to|but they know better, Oontederation has very
friend | was stopping with, I visited & family 1| ., o o . when pursuing the study of Latin, |little to do with it. The fate of government
had not fouml the day previous, in which one of and Greek. I held on for weeks without exer- |Tests on Education. Conlederation musi take
the inmates a givl of sixteen was prostrated on cise, until 1 could stand it no longer, then |Place as a necessity, and is only a question of
a bed of sickness I found quijte a uwumber of went and split wood with all my might, as long | ime, but the Scheal Act must be so amended
as I could stand that. The result was so delete- | 'bi# session of the Legislature as there will be

have manifested on public occasions, especially

for a year or two past. We want the S,irit
of Christ much.

I send enclosed one dollar which vou will
please accept as a slight acknowlegement of my
desire fo see that course you have adopted, as

were five Judges present, His Honor the Chief
Justice, the Judge in Equity Johnston, Judges
Dodd, DesBarres, and Wilkins. The following
summary of the judgments given is from the
Chrounicle :—

His Honor the Chief Justice decided that
there had been sufficient evidence against the
mate to warrant his conviction by the jury, and
therefore held that 1he finding of the verdics
ought uot to be disturbed. Judges Dodd and
DesBarres tock the same view, and pursued
much the same line of argumeat as Jid the
Chiet Justice. Judge Johnston, while cancur-
1ing generally with His Honor the Chief Justice
and Judges Dodd and DesBarres, observed, that
in his opinion the finding of the {ury, as regards
the mate, was a mistaken one, but they ing
judges of the facts, and baving passed upon
them, it was not competent for the court to
quash the verdict. Judge Wilking dissented,
and read a lengthy opinion in course of which
he reviewed the evidence adduced at the trial,
and commented upon the same very extensively.
He argued that the verdict was not sustained by
the evidence, and conscquently ought to be set
aside. He waintained that there was nothing in
the tes imony, or in the conduct of the mate,

pljiur or subsequent to the homicide, inconsistens
with bis innocence.

ArLex. McBkax.

¥or the Christian Meseenger.
Fasting and Prayecr,

Dear Brother,—

After the delivery of these judgments the
Chief Justice directed. thut Douglass should be
brought into court oz Thursday at eleven o'clock
for the purpose of receiving his sentence.

On Thursday morning the court-house was
densely crowded long before the hour named :
on the stairs and in the halls were hundreds who
(miled to get admission to the c¢out room.

At the hour named Douglas was placed in
the dock ; the Judgvs were in their place on the
Beach. The prothonotary proceeded to put
the usual question to the prisoner, asking him
it he had anything to say why sentence of Death

the neighbours assembled whe had called tn see should not be passed upon him. In reply to

the invalid. 1embraced the opportunity at once

of addressing all present, on the subject of per.
sonal religian. Marked attention was aives |

————= BTV

while | spoke of the freeness and fulness of the
great salvation, and the willingness of the

Saviour to save the chief of sinners, urging on
them to accept withoyt delay the offers of mercy.

rious to my health that I did not recover from
it for wecks. DBut had 1inferred that exercise
might de proper 1oF some eonstitutions but not
for mine—or had I persevered in my absurd mode
of taking exercise, I would undoubtedly have
been a gead man long ago.— The frequency

and duration of our periods of ti
Some present seemed to feel the force of the PAviaN fasting and

truths presented, | asked for a Bible and found
there was none in the house. 1 read from a
small copy of the New Testament which I carried
with me and afler making a few comments
thereon, engaged in prayer.

I then approachad the bedside of the sick girl
who was apparently on the verge of eternity,
While I conversed with ker she wept profusely.
I found ber extremely ignovant. She c¢dnld not
read and koew but hittle of the way of salya.
tion, through a crucified and risen Baviour, and
urged her to come to Jesus. - |

1 fels thankful thas in the Providence of God,
Iwas permitted to visit this family and my
earnest prayer to God was, that my efforis
to lead this poor girl to the Bawiour of sinners
might be successful. The pareats thapked me
with tears in their eyes, for visiting them. 1y
was the first visis of the kind MQW ever
received. i c it

1 vicited & new settloment where 1 found the

prayer, should be regulated wisely, and by
circomstances and with reférence to the com-
mand. “ Be ye holy, for I am haly.” My
esteemed and venerated uncle will, I presume
admit that this command is move binding than
“ Thou shalt not kill,” Many cases may be
conceived of, in ybich it would be proper to sac-
vifice our own lives and that of others. There
is no conceivable exception 1o the command,
* Be ye holy.”

Bat 1 can say nothing more appropriate than
what is contained in 8 private leliter received
the other day from a beloved brother in the
ministey; which 1 enclose. ¥ov may suppress
the namé—as it would Wardly be fair' to pab.
lish if. S Snih bl L

' 8. T, Bawn,
o

- B——, Noy, 24ih, 1865,
My neAg Brorugs,

tian Messenger, with much pleasure and, | hope,

. Jread your last pommuuication in: the Chris:|

no just cause of complaint. There are two cour-
ses to pursue, either of which 1 think will give
geueral safisiaction : |

Que is by indirect taxation, the Government
paying all Teachers. Or otherwise let the
Government allowance be as at present and 10
meet the deficiengy let their be an equal tax on
every source of income, exempt no ove. Let gll
be taught and every dollar taxed (o pay for teach-
ing. 1had a conversation on the subject of taxa-
tion with a gentleman who took a promiment part
in framing the Bill. He was not willing to go the
length of taxing everybedy but would exempt
Clergywen and 8chogl Teachers,
Now, Mr, Editor, 1 am satisfied that 1o legis-
late for ene part of the pommunity at the ex:
pense o the ather part, will bave a bad rendency
and in the end injure the parties intended to be
benefitted. The tax on either Clergymen or
Teachers would be light and trifling in compasis
son with what they had to pay under the old
law to educate their own children, The Farm.
ers of Nova Scotia are taxed for all their real
estate and twice aver for some of their personal

| ty, as 1 will prove. A raizer goes
; mu: and appraizes the stock :nc;m:ﬂ.::::: ,
portion,  This

$75: 0r 980, ather sloek

takes place in the Pall, the thie support
of the stock through the winter, is appraized at

which Douglass made a statement, of which the

following, as given in the Reparter, is as nearly
as possible a verba(im report:

THE MATE'S STATEMENT.

I have a just and truthful cause why sentence
of deatn should not be passed upon me, because
I am peifecily innocent of the erime, of which
| have been wrongfuily accused. On that calm
Sabbath morning when the horrid deed was
gommitted | was in wy bod asleep, and had no
knewledge of it whatever, until | was called by
the German Bill, who said to we, “Get up, mate,
the cook has killedthe wuin." I got up, and
in exvitement said, “ What, have they ' n
fighting ¥ He made wme o reply ; wen Away,
rburned & few minutes after, and spid, * the
ste ward wants you in thecabin.' '] went there,
and beard the whistling noise. (Here the mate
imitated the noise.) | saw the bedy of the gapt,
in his berth stretched ween the legs of the
steward, bis eyes glaring' in his head. 1 was
paral)zed atithe sight'and did not know what (o

do. 1 went o and went on my k %
| bad m-bu:fo.. " whes 16 wowird

the body overboard: | said | wo

of the kind ;- ¥ said How

came, and demanded of me to bot&:‘ to tl;.tqv

He teun iohis by v e i
te at me, but its tearfy '

-.'.".";. me, '.Z."“""" ";':Mwy

dreadful fear came over We, on Kovount




