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_ wvice,” instead of annﬁh service itself. |may be cold and languid, his heart oppressed ; were quite limited responded to the call with
‘Prayers are cuguiled, even on itted, that more tbg power of language may fail him ; he cannot alacrity, while others in good circumstances de-
room may be given to the discourse. Or perbaps | strike to-day the key of becoming gratitude or . .° . Nt < palged f
hymns are introdaced, rather as a variety than | lofty praise ; must therefore the devotions of the S0 PYS SOy VW | Snneng Sere 0F

to u.ter the irrepressible spirit of gratitude and | whole congregation be marred ? Again, our People were uahappily opposed to the undertak-
of holy joy. Speaker waots rest, auditors want

. ) _ wants in many respects remain from time to ing altogether. They appeared to labor under
- a change of posture ; so, in a ‘p:renthem, the | time the same ; and it may be bard to show why

' : . Py the misapprehension, that we proposed to make
meeting praises God, Want of punctoality in |they should not be expressed in the same words. _: . :
a congregation is sometimes covered by a pre- | It is poesible 10 be very formal without a form, ministers by human learning. I‘endeavored to

liminary hyma. During prayer, reading, ex-|{and as possible to be truly spiritual with a form. show them, doubtless in some instances with suc-
bortation, all late-comers would

381 .

80 great, and its prevalence so alarming, that
‘neither apathy nor opposition could deter me irom
putting forth earnest efforts for its suppression.

One of these measures was the publishing of
a communication in our Magazine. While en«
gaged in preparing this, not knowiog the views
of my venerated Brother Manning on the sub-
ject, I feared he would regard this undertaking
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. a favorite hymo to a favorite tune not with.less, | )00k a preacher ought to desire that the ef-

ly at the door, but while the worshippers are |ineradicable habit, the practical wisdom, or the
singing, the aisles are open. Nay, it bas been |spiritual feeling of our congregations seems to
known that, as if to economize time, a hymn | bave settled the matter decisively. The main
bas been sung during the  collection and the |question we iust remember is, what upon the
strains of music bave found a strange accom | whole will best minister to the devoutness of the
paniment in the sound of money dropping int8 | congregation should belp us to decide. Public
the plate. Or worse still, the final bymn has | prayer, we sbould remembef, is intended not
been taken as the signal for departure ; and [only to express. but to stimulate the devotional

the congregation, rivetted in: atte" tion: till the | earnestness of those who unite in it; and there |

preacher’s Amen, or the last speaker’s perora-|can be little doubt among us that the most effec-
tion, bave been completely broken up during | tive stimulus is furnished by the freshness, the
the doxology. ¢ . _ | spontaneity, and the variety of free prayer. It

Such thiugs, it may be, are but trifles in |is suggestively remarked by Mr Dale, of Bir-
themselves ; yet they indicate a tendency to|mwingbam, that the call for a liturgy, so far as it
-undervalue that which is in fact the highest | exists among us, is not from the people but from
social exercise of our religion. Nothing in|ministers. ith every drawbacgf and potwith-
which we can be engaged is so grand and solemn | standing every difficulty, our assemblies would
as prayer and prai Of these exercises we | testify that they draw nearest to God when up-

praise.
must think right before we can conduct them |lifted by the pastor’s own prayer ; and the min-
with all fitting solemnity. And to whatever|ister who most frankly and trastingly casts him-
other religions engagements the ** free spirit” of | sell upon the aid of the Holy Ghost, finds in
tbe Gospel may us, we shall certaiuly do|that help, even with occasicnal weaknesy and
well to arrange them all in harmony with the | failure; an inspiration which be would seek in
prophetic word uttered in Old Testament times | vain in connection with the best of human forms.
to find its highest folfilment in the New, ‘* My | Better to halt sometimes, than permanently to
bouee shall be called the house of prayer for all|barter our strength for crutches. :
e, B The responsibility thus remains, and must re-
\ge would not undervalue preaching; vor|main, with the minis'er. Ot the spirit in which
would we conceal the fact that there are tidhes | he should discharfe it, this is scarcely the place
and ‘seasons when the sermon-is felt to be the | to speak. Only let bim beware of the iempta-
most appropriate part of the service, indeed, for | tion of engaging'in something lower than wor-
the sake of which the whole exists and is ar |skip ; as, for example, in the choice of hymns—

ranged. lo reference to such occasions, we|a matter of main importance in the service.|

would ask whether our old Nonconformist habit | Many so-called hymns are meditations, self cen-
ol distizguishing between * lecture services™ as|tred ; others are vows, fragments of  personal
they were called, and the meeting of the congre: | biography, entirely inappropriate to the ordinary
gation chiefly for worship, might not advantage- | congregation ; while others again are dogmatic
ously Le resumed. When the leeture was held, | statements, definitions of beliet, t~ue and impor-
the audience met avowedly to bear ; the prayer | tant, but not worsbip ; while a large class agaio
and praise were brief, and cbicfly confined 1o | consists of exhortations and appeals, more like
invocation. At other times, the worship was|passages of sermons in rbyme—1 will not say in
the chiet thing, the sermon or exposition beibg | poetry—tban psalms or spiritual songs. Now, it
its accompaniment. But in the lecture, the|might be unwise to insist that every bymn shall
paramount object was to speak, and to hear | be a direct address to God in Christ ; or, as the
what God had-s n. Neither object was sac | heathen said ot Christians long ago, and, as 1
rificed. to the other, and by the alternate empba | trust may be said of the churches to the end of
sis given to both, the worship and the preaching | time, 10 Christ as God : there is surely such a
bad alike their due regard. : thing as indirect praise, and the canon which
1. some have laid down in this matter would
A forther point that seems worthy of aiten- exclude the 103rd Psalm ; but a hymn without
tion is that the true posture of the spirit before worship in it, however earnest its feeling or cor-
God should be anxiously maintained.. Qur wor-|rect its theology should never be selected to
sbip should be an oflering fo Him, direct and |express the homage of a cangregalion to bf;d-
earpest ; and as free as possible from side glances, ut it is in rrayer that the tendency is often
it the expression may be allowed, at the worsbip- | MOst observable to pass into exhortation. |S°:,‘°
pers with @ view indirectly to their edification. prayers indeed ave but bomilies, d““;‘ 7 S
Here it ig that we are called to contemplate guised by a change of P“m‘:‘,“‘ .of ‘mood.
the mimster’s hardest task and deepest responsi- | Apparently aimed at heaven, their m%;nte‘v*wn
bility. Surely, there is no part of pastoral ser |8 '0 rebound to earth. The WY d“ h“‘:}
vice half 50 solemn as this speaking to God on [oue of worshippers but of hearers; and ha
bebalf ot the congregation. g?os ak or preach unconsciously they assume the hearers attitude.
effectually to men js compautivef; easy. For, Hence in part that wonderful custom of ours,
out of the stores of the minister’s owa kuow |the custom ol sitting down td pray. ~ The posure
ledge, or trom-the fulness of his own beart, be ot the body only too accurately symbolizes '::
commanicates to them, while they receive, pon- pesture of the mind. . Tmbe’ ‘:9 babit may ar
der, reject what they will. But when be stands °!h°"'_°° explaived ; as by the ';e”‘nmd,‘
before them to plead with God, bis whole men- distraction of thought occasioned by 9;51“"“ ing,
tal atuiude is changed. He speaks for them | by the inadequate 'P'che provs l d‘: °‘:‘:
pow, not to them : nay, in a sense yet higher, he places of worship for those who fain would kneel ;
.peak. 'ith ‘bem. ow must be ‘lri'e to enter ‘nd lO.IOIIIO‘ Oxl:ent the.e Treasons are V.hd. Ye‘,
into the mystry of each sappliant beatt, expres- if the incongruity were very strongly felt, the
sing in meet phrase the common need, yet not | FeasODs WU d be soon removed. Prayers wﬁnld
forgetting the individual want ; giviog voice to be made 'b°"°"h‘,° P“’"l:‘“ l::“’ 'l'“"::i‘"t‘(;r :h:
unspoken secrets of agonizing desire, disentang - places of "0}‘ . ";!’ P ‘?l:‘on As it
ling by the subtle anaiysis of sympathy the of- convenience ol a knee ':8 c°“8"'b‘,'“ e
ten conlused mass of thoughts and emotions |3 1t i8 probable 'b“" °l£°"°m e eo:d“:he
which throng tbe minds belore him, and with till prayers become “"f' l’ f’@‘;"‘v i.nto rox
strong, brotherly band uplifting every spirit to- worshippers l(l‘;od!o :um he:t y r:t:g:l B
wards God, ‘The task in its fulness is impossible; | presence of i t ﬁt g8 ey
for how can one pray aright the fitting prayer their koess before Iiim, or stand up 10
of all? Yet tust each faitbful pastor astempt | forth His praise. g
it whenever be leads his people to the throne of (To be continued.)
grace. | do not lmmdor o‘:hi' lhe.dbor:en bi: pupasempey S ————————
often felt to be almost crusbing, and that t _
minister, couscious how often his spirit is fet- @ﬂtttﬁpﬂ“dt“".
tered within the limits of self when its sym I, P A R e
pathies should be most expansive, how easy it 18]~~~ " """ " " ‘
to strike a wrong chord of feeling, and so to mar
all the "vorsbip, and at best how impertect is his
insight into the true needs of those lor whom be | 4 FOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.
is called to speak with God, should sometimes
ask whether a form of prayer would not in some
measure help bim ; not indeed to supersede, but
to supplement, iree prayer, and to lighten
the care of one who knows that the whole as-
sembly largely depends for its devotion upon the
tove ang fervor.of s own miad, and the pro-
priety of'his own expression. Now, there is
undoubtedly room for an honest difference of
opinion here ; and something may be conceded| Towards the close of the year 1828 a letter
10 those who are ready to ask for & modiied lit-| o\, Bro. William Chipman brought me the
;:fimTol}u;’n:‘:::zx :: l::,“: ::n-‘:.”““. pleasing intelligence of an extensive revival of
a form to others, and to some hearers it may be | religion in Western Cornwallis, Aylestord, Nie-
_easier to pray devoutly in the familiar w of | taux, and adjacent places. He stated that some
a formulary than in language that he for the of the persons recently baptized in the place

first time bears from the minster. It is not al-
ways lt?w’ at least, that familiarity with the first named bad referred to my laborg, some ten

words of ‘devotion is & bindrance to the devo- [or twelve years before, as the means of leading
tional spirit, Who, for axample, does not sing | them to the Saviour.

For the Christian Messenger.

By Rev Cuarrks Tuprer, D. D.
CHAPTER 1X.
SECOND RESIDENCE IN AMHERST.

(No. 5.)

Uat XN e beartiness than any ovelty | e .. "o¢ pis Jabors should become manifest im-
possibly excited ? ° Aod have we mor | ° i : :
..'u observed lo:':;- Lord’s ?ny.:‘whn solemu- | mediately,yet delays should not diskearten ln?
ly and appropriately employed in Christian Wor- | In due season we shall reap, if we faint not.
ship, wilf at opce exaite i

allow the further

reverent- | All this we fully admit ; and yet the iostinct, the cess—that it was our intention to aid men who

might be justly regarded as called of God to the
ministry, in acquiring such knowledge as was
adapted to be useful to them 4n their important

~work, especially by enabling them to understand

the Scriptures more fully and correctly, and so
to become' ‘‘ workmen that need not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth ;”
and also to further the gfand interests of educa-
tion. :

It may perhaps be useful to others for me to
record an error committed by me wbile on this
tour. As the roads were in a bad state, the
beast which I rode on fell nearly down, aad burt
my back. The burt, however, did not seem to
be so serious as to require anyparticular atten-
tion. The night following on retiring to bed—
not to zest—when 1 had extinguished my light,
without the means of reviving it, I found myself
in cold sheets, with very little clothing over me.
Being in a remote chamber, and unable to make
my friends hear me, by a moderate call, or to
find my way to them, alter suffering a a long
time I fell asleep. When I awoke my back was
in very great pain. My indiscretion in not pre-
viously examining the bed, undoubtedly subject-
ed me, not only to a dismal night ol suffering,
butalso to a long-continued physical infirmity
and affliction. Painful experience taught me
an important lesson. On a subsequent occasion
when I pérceived the bed-clothes to be damp, I
arose and bad them dried ; and probably by this
means escaped serious illness.

On the 30th day of May, precisely two years
after 1 commenced the study of French, I com-
pleted the perusal of Ostevold’s Version of the
whole Bible in that language. The texts were
generaily noted, and bo:h attentively compared
with the original Hebrew of the Old Testament,
and the Greek of the New. By this profitable exer-
cise a large number of texts were critically exam-
ined, and, in many instances, their exact import
was more satisfactorily ascertained by me than
it formerly bad been. It was pleasing to obsérve
the general agreement of these Versions, espe-
cial'y on all points relating to either doctrine
or duty, wheiein no material difference was ob-
servable. In many instances the diversity is
very slight, relating only to some circumstance,
the clearness of expression, supplemental word
or clavse, &c. It is, however, evidently desira-
ble to know the exact meaning of every sen-
tence in the Bible. To this the careful com-
parisons of different translations with the origi-
nals is highly conducive. '

On the 25th day ot April, while going to
Sackville in the discharge of ministerial duty,
in crossing the Great Marsh, by reason of an un-
usual freshec I got- very wet. The mistress of
the heuse at which I first arrived evinced much
concern for my health, and urgently pressed me
to take some spirits, a3 the onl/y means of preserv-
ing it. 1 bad no real confidence in the remed
proposed, but yielded to the importunity. This
was the last time-—more than 37 years ago—that
I ever tasted ardent spirits, Not long after this
a copy of the “ Journal of Homanity,” the first
Temperance Paper, publisbed at Andover by the

dress. Assoon as the plan proposed, namely,
that of forming societies in which temperate
persons would pledge themselves to abstain in
order to recvlaim the intemperate, aud to pre.
serve others from the snare of intemperance,
was Odistinctly presented to me, it commended
izself to any judgment, as adapted to eflect much
good.  Though probably there was ot then a
persop on the North side of the Bay of Fundy
hat had advocated ruch a measure, 1 immedi-
ately commenced preaching Temperaoce in this
new aspect, and recommending the formation ot
Temperance Sociotioc.\ After 1 had done so on
a Sabbath in Sackville, a pious woman asked,
« Where do you think that you can find a per-
sou that will join such a society ?” It was not
Lin my power to name one. On my applying
to a minister to join me in the undertaking, he
replied, that be would be glad to see such a thing
carried iuto effect ; bot he did not know that is

Such cases shew that, would be consistent with the discipline of his

Church to join sach a society. The Custos ap-
proved of the measure, but declined tq unite in
it. - Some of the members of the Church under
my care in Ambefst thought it would be a good

“r"- the highe In the early part of 1829 1 performed an ex- | thiog, if luecnlfnl. ; but feared it vouk.l prove a
devoutness of the w Wemay even| .. . w’{' New Branswick on behalf of | failure. Cegtain fricnds became much displeased,

that the prayers of a .. oho‘t:l&’& the Baptist Education Society, Asis very com- | some ridiculed, while others waligued. The

pendent upon the mocd of {

-

"minister ? He'mon in ruch cases, some persons whose means ".“’ of imtemperance, however, appeared to me

American Temperance Society, came to my ad-

as chimerical ; but was cheered and encouraged
by the receipt of a letter from bim, in which he
expressed a deep interest in the matter, informed
me of his own efforts, and advised me to write
and publish on the subject. An animated letter
was also received from my valued brother William
Chipman, who early took an active part in-this
good work. In my commanication on * Intem-
perance,” (Mis. Mag., Oct., 1829, p. 361,) were
noticed, as ¢ffeets ot i1, poderty, disgrace, disease, .
loss of reason, remorse, fear, and the loss of the
soul. Among the causes were mentioned bad
mazims and bad habits; and the remedy pre-
scribed was entire abstinence. It closed with
these words :—~“ Dear reader, do not treat the
subject with levity : it is of a very serious nature.
Immediate, vigorous, and self-denymg efforts are
required. Do not, therefore, dismiss this well-
meant advice with a mere remark by way of '
censure, or of approbation. If entire abstinence
would be no crcss to you, your refusal o embrace
and practise it, and so, by your example and in-
fluence, to aid the cause of humanity, is utterly
inexcusable: if it would be a cross. it is the
more imperatively necessary. May God incline -
your heart to the way of wisdom 1"

¥or the Christlan Messengor.

DeAr BROTHER,—

You have lately favored your readers with
pretty extenrive correspondence respecting the
position and duties of the ministry; leaving, per-
haps, little more to be said, There is however
one point concerning which I am anxious to hear
more distinctly the opinion of some of your ‘in-
terested contributors. j
So far as I can discover, Your correspondents
are all agreed that it a minister is plainly called

it may, become his duty to eke out a support by
his own efforts. But this is tl.e point to which
I would direct attention : ;

Suppose a minister to be laboring where bis
people are fully able to sustain him, in case of
persistent retusal or neglect, what is bis manifest
duty ?  Is it to engage in some other employ-
ment “to supply [their] lack of service,”

est indications that he is no longer called to la-
bor there? And since his services are evident-
ly not required, but are actually ivjurious, as
well to the people as himself, and as there is
plenty of room in the Gospel field for the tull
exercise of all the powers of faithful men, ought
be not from every consideration, promptly to
seek wo:k elsewhere ? And if he must needs
support Aimself would it not ‘be better for all
concerhed that it be done in circumstances which
render the necessity evideat to every one ?
THETA,

» For the Christian Messenger.
“ A Young Pastor.”

Mr. Editor,~
Protracted controversies between brethren

wered the' inquiries of your agonymous corres-
pondent ; (C. M. Oct. 24 ,) but it does not seem
to me expedient for us to enter into debate. A
few explanatory words may suffice.

The question hetween us (C. M., Nov. 14.))
is not, whether discipline is not sufficient, when
prudently and promptly exercised, for the pre-
servation of order in a -Church ; whether the

whether it bas not sometimes been effected im-
pradently ; but it is eimply this :—May not a
case occur in which it is allowable and expedi-
ent for a Church in a scastered, divided, and
disorderly state, by mutual agreement" of its
numbers to be reorganized ? When this is de-
liberately and cautiously done, in order to pre-
serve what uvion remains, and to prevent the
extinction of the Church, can it be justly re-
garded as an * attempt to destroy Christ’s body.”

The separating of husband and wife, which is
expressly forbidden, while this is not, is aito-

sometimes occur in which even the marridge
union may bedissolved. (Matth. xix. 6,9.)

In the case supposed by me of & large build-
ing just about to fall and be utterly ruined, it
it was not represented as * shattered in pieces
by one fell blow,”” but as taken down with care,
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to occupy a field incapable of maintaining hims

or should he not regard this as one of the plain--

usually do more harm thaw good. I readily ans- -

dissolation of @ Church is oot desirable ; nor ..

gether a different thing. And yet a case does

and all the sound materials thus preserved for .
the construction of a more substantial building -




