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THOUGHTS ON INSPIRATION. 

BY THE REV, J, M, CRAMP, D, D, 

Acadia College, Nova Seotia. 

In offering a few remarks on this subjeet, 

1 wish it to be understood that the reader is 

supposad to be a believer in the diviue origin 

of Qnristianity, It is no part of my preset 

design to discuss the question of Coristian 

ovidenses. 1 shall take it tor granted that 

the credibility of the New Testament history 

is acknowledged ; that the historians are ad- 

mitted to be honest, correct, and faithtal; in 

a word, that the truthfulness of their record 

cannot be impeached, and that if we relase 

to believe them wo must renbunce all confi- 

dence in human testimony, . [hese points be- 

ing conceded, if will necessarily follow that 

Christianity is of God, The trath of the 

testimony involves the divine character of the 

system ; for it toe miracles recorded by the 

historians actually took place, tha reve
lation 

in support of which they were wrought 1s 

the gitt of heaven, 

We find, on examining these books, that 

our Lord and His apostles unitormly refer to 

ibe sacred Beriptures, and quote them a
s the 

word of God. Tnese referegoss aro to toe 

Old Testament. On the Saviour's suthority, 

therefore, we are bound to receive that pari 

of the volume, and reverently to consult it 

on all the subjects of which it treats, Are 

we equally bound to receive the writings
 now 

called the Ncw Testament, and to regard 
them 

with same reverence 7 This is a question 

of the deepest interest. 
The 8.viour, we are informed, promised 

His disciples, before His death, that they 

should receive the Holy Spirit; that He 

would * brings all things to their remem. 

brance, whatsoever le had said unto them
 4: 

that He would explain to them the whole sys- 

tem of truth relating to Himselt (**.He shall 

receive of mine and shall show it unto you ;
” 

and that He would * show them toings 10 

comes’ John xiv. 26; xvi. 13, 14. We 

should expect, in the fuifilwment ot these pro- 

mises, taat Christians would be furnished with 

an accurate account of the Redeemer’s pers 

sonal instructions, and i statement of truths 

and principles necessary to be held, and of ser- 

vices to be perlormed, under the new dispen- 

safion. We should further expect that the 

writings in which these would be comprised 

wonid contain predictions of future events, 

asorediting the authors as prophets of God, 

Now, ia the books composing the New Tes- 

tament we have the accomplishment of these 

expectations, The lilo aud teachings of the 

Saviour are compendiously set before us by 

foor writers, 'I'ne system of Coristian truth 

is clearly stated, Moral duties and positive 

institutions are explained and powerlully ea 

forced. The upproaching corruptions of 

Christianity, to issue in a lameniable © depar- 

tare from the faith’’—and its ultimate tri- 

umph, involving the dowulall of all opposers, 

are foretold—and the partial fylfilment of the 

predictions has confirmed faith and encour: 

aged hope. Ls not this God's book 7 De 

uot its contents testity to its origin? Ls it not 
precisely the book that was wanted, in order 

that, as the first witnesses were removed by 

death, the loss of their oral testimony might 

be supplied by the written page, and it might 

be said of each, ** he being dead yet speak: 

eth 1" 
Many books were written, purporting to be 

productions of apostles ur apostolic men, They 

were all subjected te rigid examinatign, The 

genuifle were received and the spurious were 

rejected, Thus the collection gradually grew 
up into the New Testament. When the vol. 

‘ume was completed, it was found to. pomprise 
the bistory, the tzaths, and the prophecies 

whieh the Saviour had promised.” 
Bat the prowises were given to those Who’ 

were actually disciples at the time, A large 

portion of the volume was writton by o map 
who di¢ not. become a Chrigtisn till seme 

years after the Lord's ascension, This was'e 

rv ease, and proyision was wade for is. 
0 have the narrative of his gonversion and 

from Jesus Christ himself, 
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tostation jo the trath and divine origin of 

Christianity, Here is a new and independent 

witness, That man must be believed. His 

services and sufferings entitle him to unlimit- 

ed credence. Whoever may impose on his 

fellow-creatures, Paul the apostle will not be 

the man, And what does he say? He ex, 

pressly states that he received his theology 
« The : Gospel 

which was preached of me is not after man: 

for I neither received it of man, neither was 

I taught it, bat by the revelation of Jesus 

Christ.” (Gul. i. 11, 12.) Throughout his 

writings he appals to this fact, and claims 

for himself, as well as for the other apostles, 

that submission which inspired men and they 

only have a right to requirg, He confirms 

the claim by the miracles which God wrought 

by him, *Traly the signs of an apostle 

were wrought among you in all patience, in 

signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.” (2 

Cor, xii. 12,) 
Thus stands the argument. The New Tes. 

tament historians were worthy of belief. They 

testified of what they had seen, and koown, 

and hoard, or had gathered from those who 

« from the beginning were eye-witnesses and 

ministers of the word.” Among other things 

they inform us that the Lord Jesus made cer- 

tain promises to His disciples, which were to 

be fulfilled after His death, We have the 

fulfilment in the books of the New Testa 

ment ; they contain the history, the truths, 

and the prophocies which Jesus had promised. 

Thosa books, therefore, were writien under 

the direction of the Holy Spirit, or, in other 

words, their authors were ‘inspired, As to 

the nature, degree, and method of inspiration, 

we need not guriously inquire. It might, for 

ought we know, be different at differcni times, 

and in relation to different subjects. Bat it 

is dangerous to dogmatise, It is enofigh to 

have the assuranca that the authors of the 

New Testament, as well aé those of the Old, 

wiote as they were moved by the Holy 

Ghest,” 
Although, however, it is dangerous to dog- 

matise ou this subject, sine? extreme views 

commonly plunge their advocates in orror; 

there are some considerations and ‘inquiries 

which demand serious attention, They chief. 

ly regard the manner and extent of 108pira- 

tion, 

It is very observeble, that the individual 

peeuliarities of the authors of the tracts and 

treatises composing the Bible have been fully 

preserved. They were inspired,—that is the 

divine side of the question ; they wrote 

in their own style and way-—that is the 

human side, The historian, the poet, the 

prophet, has each his own mode of writ 

ing, acd those of the same class differ from 

one another, according to the difference of 

education, temperament, and outward circum- 

stances. ‘The historical books do not display 

the severe simplicity and natoralpess of the 

Pentateuch, though Shak ove characteristically 

antique and oriental, David composed spirit- 

ual odes—pathetie and sublime, Solomon 

aollected “moral precepts, distinguished lor 

terseness and point, Jeremiah could vos have 

written like Isaiah, Wgekiel diffgred from 

thew both. Nahum and Habakkuk are grand 

specimens of the old poesy, Malachi was uo 

like al! the rest, So ot the New Testament. 

‘Phe Hebrew element appears much more, as 

might have been supposed, in Matthew. than 

ip Luke. Paul excels in logie and didaetics, 

Peter is plain aod practical, James isa 

stern reprover, Joho overflows with love. 

Every one retains his distinet peculiarity. 

The human appears also in another form. 

Ia composing their histories the compilers 

availed themselves of existing materials, 

There ate numerous. instances of this, as is 

pow very general believed, in the Penia- 

tench, which embodies the substance of ming 

an old document, thas opportunely snatched 
from oblivion, The writers of the Books of 

the Kings and Qbrovigles sre svowedly in: 
debted to the national archives, Luke ib: 
forms us that be bad + perfect undersiandiog 
of ‘all things," or, as Dy, Qampbell more ae- 

hve from the fi 
ig Lia er gl 

thatthe dBible ia a record. . Ii contains 
word of God—but everything that 

of his.subsequent lide, atfording striking sir that phrase, God does’ ‘not speak in every 
{1s not the word of God, in the s

trict sense of 
J anquiring 

case : He gives us an account of what was 
spoken. It wil'the Divine pleasure that man 
passages Bhould be inserted which convey mis: 
taken views and faulty expressions of feeling, 
reported to us ** for ourlearning.” (Ses Job 
iii. 8, 10; Psalm lxxxix. 47; Jer. xx. 14, 

18.) The speeches of « Eliphaz the Teman- 
ite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the 
Naamathite,” are faithfully recorded ; but no 

one dreams that their false theories and ill. 

tempered remarks, and unkind insinuations 
were inspired; aud no wise preacher would 
take a text from them. The writer of the 

Book of Hoclesiastes sets down truthfully his 

sceptical reasonings and unbelieving doubts, 

the report of which may admonish and ia- 

struct us, while we rejoice that he came to a 

right conclusion at last, Even some of the 

Psalms seem to be rather ebullitions of Jew- 

ish patriotism, or the fierce spirit of the age, 

than utterances of saintly experionce, (See 

Psalm 1xxxiii. 9—17; exxxvii. 7T—9) Such 

things ara retained in the holy book as speei- 

mens of the natural and the national, God's 

approbation must not be taken for granted, 

Deeds ot cruelty and revenge are narrated by 

His props because they were actually per- 

petrated ; but it is gross injustice to suppose 

that whatever was told was justified or com. 

mended, : 

There is another consideration which de- 

serves notice, The sacred volume has been 
subjected to the same dangers as other books, 

and has suffared from them. This could not 

have been prevested but by a perpetual mira. 

cle, and it has not been characteristio of the 

Divine polity to work miracles except on 

great and befitting occasions. We need not 

be sarprisad, therefore, at finding here and 

there additions which have begn evidently 

made by later writers or officions copyists. 

The numbers, in various parts of the Old 

Testament, especially in the Books of Chroa- 

ieles, mast have been tampored with, It is 

not aredible that in the original copies, as they 

were laft by the writers, it was stated that 

* fitty thousand and three-score and tea men” 

wore smitten at Betbshemesh for looking into 

the ark (1 Bam. vi, 19) ; or that David *'pre- 

pared for the hoase of the Lord an hundred 

thousand talents of gold and a thousand 

thousand talents of silver” (1 Chron, xxii. 14), 

equal in value, as some reckon, , to upwards 

of nine hundred millions ot pounds sterling 

—-or that Jehoshaphat had a standing army 

of 1,160,000 men, * beside those whom the 

the king put in the fenced cities throughout 

all Judah.” (2 Chron, xvii, 14—19.) Kith- 

er by some inexcusable blundering, or throug. 

the indulgence of a mischievous vanity, nc 

aumbers have been inflated, In some instan- 

ces Josephus, the Jewish historian (himsell 

much given to exaggeration) supplies the 

means of correction, He pays that seventy 

men—IJeaving out the * fifty thousand"—were 

“ girack with lightoieg” at Bethshemesh. 

He brings down David's offering to tea thous 

sand talents of gold and a hundred thousand 

talents of silver, In other cases the vestoras 

tion of the right reading is at preseat hope 

less, We are required to believe, as ihe 

text now stands, thas the population of Judab, 

in Johoshaphat's time; amounted to 1700 

persons per square mile, and that * five haa: 

dred thousand men" fell in a battle between 

Abijab apd Jereboam, (2 Obron. xiil, 17.) 

These must be mistakes, It is greatly to be 

regretted that we are unable to rectily them, 

here are also various readings of the text 

in both Testaments which ought ta be admit 

od; and ‘the translation altered accordingly. 

state in which the inspired writers irapamitied 

its respective portions 10 posterity, 

It must not be forgotten that the writers of 

the books of the Old Testament prepared 

their works for the ages in which they lived, 
and with special vegard to ‘the condition of 

Boolety in those times, and the then existing 

‘state of knowledge. 
their writings would have been unintelligible 

to the first readers, and modern ssepsics would 

have proclaimed them lorgeries, 
w Holy ‘men of God spake as they werd 

Holy Ghose.” Bometimes they 
J po nd jrock wevelstions, ud committed 
ahi. Ab othey times they exer, 

ing facts from the best sources, 

Sdeh emendations, be it remewbered, would! 

not alter the Bible, but bring it back to the 

Had it. been otherwise, | 

utterly disapproved, and they preserved songs 
y | and sayings with which they had no sympathy. 
I appeared to them fair and right to do so, 
and we may believe that in this thoy acted 
under divine guidance. We should have 
been thankful it these invaluable writings had 
come down to us unimpaired. As it is, there 
is full scope for the labours of judicious and 
impartial critics, which have already been 
productive of great benefit, The true text 
will soon be in course of safe restoration. 
Meanwhile, it is gratilying to be able to as- 

sure the unlearned reader that notwithstanding 
the injury which has resulted from the negli- 
gence or presumption of former ages, before 
the invention ot printing, no important fact 
which was recorded in the Sacred Books has 
dropped out, and no truth has been lost. 
We should be glad to have every word as the 
authors left it, It is ocomsolatory to know 
that we possess their-thonghts. 

( Concluded in our next.) 

The Religious Newspaper. 

I was spending a day not long since in a 
pleasant farm-house, which was fitted up with 
a taste and neatness not always found in such 
homes, The farmer sat down in the parler, 

and conversed with ease and intelligence on 
various topics of interest in the religious and 
literary world—showing a perfeet familiarity 
with what was doing in the great world out- 
side the bounds of his little farm, He wasa 
man of only commen education, yet his iator- 
mation was far more extended than is ous-- 
tomary'in ‘the people of his calling. The 

soeret of his superiority becam2 very appar- 

ent in the course of the conversation. Ha 
was frequently referring to some remark or 
paragraph io his religious newspaper which 

bore upon the subjest upon which we were 

speaking-—sometimes takiag up a recent nam- 
ber, which was just at haad, and reading a 

few lines, One could aot listen to him with- 

sut obtaining valuable information and food 
tor. after thought. 
An excellent religious newspaper was the 

educator that made this farmer so much su- 
perior to those whose lands lie upon either 
side of him, and who were content to jog on 

year alter year, in the same dull round of mo- 

notonous duties, without a thought of any 
thing beyond them, 
He had taken this paper’ mahy years, and, 

what was wore important still, he read it 

every week thoroughly sad carefully. Cut 

off rom much society, he had a little world of 

his own in the pleasant family sitting room, 

where he experienced the most delighttul in- 

tellcctual enjoyment, ‘ 
What a blessing that religions newspaper 

was to him, and what a blessing such a paper 
i« in every circle where it is iniroduced | You 
cunuot do a greater kindness to any family 
than to send such a messenger of good things 
into its fold fitty-two times a year, I wonder 

that newspapers are mob oftener presented as 

New-Year's gifts to our friends; for certain 

\y. there can be none which yirld sich large 

rotyins of profit and happiness for so small 
an outlay.~— Sunday-School Times. 

Floral Relics. 

Sir Bernard Burke, in his + Vicissitudes of 

Fawilics,” gives as a toushiag instance of the 

tendency of flowers (0 linger upon the 1] 

where they were once tenderly nurtured, #Be- 
ing in search,” he tells us, of & pedigree with 
reference to the Findernes, once a great fami- 
iy seat in Derbyshire, 1 sousht lor their 

antiens hall. Not a stome remained to tell 

where it stood, 1 entered the eburch; not a 

single record of » Pinderne was there! 1 

accosted a villager, hoping to glean some 
stray traditions of the grmes. * Finder- 
nes! he said ; *we bave wo Findernes here ; 
bat we have something that once belonged to 
them-—we have ¥ flowers, {Bhow 

me them,’ | replied, sod she old man bed me. 
into a Geld which still vetained taint traces of 
terrace y RoR, vPoere,” said he, 

pointing lo a-bank of gerden flowers grown 
Wid" dass sre Pindernes flowers, Boi 
by Bir Doli tea the Holy Land, and do 
what we will; they will never die.” 

rear Tt TET TITRE collet, 
placed 

on todord many transactions of wh they 
Natusx's faie smile. may reader us resigoed 

lo everything but suspense. 


