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of Mines. He said the House would be grati-
fied to learn that tae resu t of the entire year’s
operations in the gold mines had been such as
to confirm the impression that a judicious ap-
plication of capital and skill would obtain abun-
dant .remuneration.  The average amount of
return per man for the men engaged in these
mines bad been dur.ng the year larger than that
returned by any other such mines in the world,
a fact which would tend to increase the coun-
fidence in the value dnd permanence of our
mines. .

The Commissioner states that the yield per
man bas steadily increased every year since
gold mining commenced in this country, until
we find that, for the yearj

ust closed, it amounts
to the sum of $664 80. ’}‘his is equivalent to
$2 13 per day for every man engaged in and
about mining. In 1864, tie average was about
$1.39; and 1n 1863, $0 95.

« Everytbing'in connection with this matter
indicates a large increase and wider extension
of profitable gold mining operarions in future
years. As explorations are extended, it be-
comes mere obvious that the possibility of
carrying on such operations is not confined to
the isolated localities which constitute the here-
tofore proclaimed Gold Districts.”

Hon' Prov. Secretary also said that the results
of coal mining bad been still more satisfactory,
as the following exiract shew there are now
thirty collierics in operation in Nova Scotia.
Some of them are, it ie true, only just barely
opened ; and have, as yet, made but small re-
turns ; but, with one or two exceptions, works
are being vigorously prosecuted in all of them,
and with good prospects of a great. and profita-
ble extansion of them at an ea'ly day. The
total quantity of Round and "Slack Coal sold
from the mines doring the year ending 80tb
September last was €52,854 tons. The returns
for the year just past show an iperease of not
less than thirty per cent. upon those of the one
last preceding.” ,

Crown Lands.—Hon. Provincial Secretary also
laid on the table a Report of tbe Commissioner
of Crown Lands. He said that this document
was quite commensurate with the general pro-
gress of the Province, and with that of any
other department of the public service. The
receipts of the Crown Land Department for last
year were $44,302 61, being $11,779.59 over
the previous year. ‘Lhe surplus arising from
the nett proceeds amounted to $11,168.40.

Hon. Mr. Shaunnon presented a petition for an
act of incorporatiou from the Halifax Co-oper-
ative Society,and a bill in ‘accordance there-
with. ,

Some discussion arose on the combinations of
workmen, in which Hon. Mi. Macfarlane, Hon.
Mr. Shannon, Mr. Miller, Mr. 8. Campbell, Mr.
Tohin, Mr. Blanchard, Mr. Pryor, Mr. Archi-
bald, Hon. Atty. Genl. and the Hon. Pro. Secre-
tary took part.

The Windsor and Annapolis Railway.—The
second readiog ot the Windsor and Anns lia.f

required ¢ the rails to be of good quality,” and
that ¢ she breadth.of.roddway, and deptb of
ballast, and general description of the road™
should be *of such quality asto cnsure per-
manency and economy of maintepance.” He
did not prezend to know much about railways,
bat he was quite cerfain nevertheless that some
guarantee should have been required by the
government as to the manner in which the road
would be constructed. He bad boped, too, that
the government would bave had the power to
send their Chigf Engineer to look over the
character of the work as it progressed ; koow-
ing how necessary it was to have an efficient
officer of this kind, he bad asked the govern-
ment to lay the credentials of Mr. McNab on
the table. ~But on looking over the papers, he
did not find any provision made for the super-
vision of the chief Engineer. With the amount of
subvention and that given for tbe construction of
the Avon Bridge, the Provinca was called upon
to pay $91,2G0 for the period of twenty years.
WKM was there to prevent this Company com-
pleting the Railway so as to entitle themselves
to this amount, and then give it up, at the period
stipulated.” He did not pietend tosay that these
gentlemen were incompetent to perform the
work, but was only desirous of protecting the
interests of the province in every way that was
practicable.

The Prov. Sec. replied that if the hon. gen-
tleman would turn back to the discussion of the
previous session, when the act on which the-bill
was based was passed he would find his objec-
tions to a large extent removed. All the stipu-
lations, and provisions that the Legislatare con-
sidered necessary when passing the act of last
gession were actually incorporated in the con-
tract itself ; the very first clause of the agree-
ment would show this. The Government weie
not going to build tbe railway for themselves.
The road was to be constructed by the contrac-
tors so as to be their own property ; and every
person who knew anything of railway mainten-
ance was aware that no Company could afford
to keep up a railway for 20 years unless it was
suitably constructed. The period for whicls the
railway had to be maintained was obviously suffi-
cient guarantee that the work. of construction
would be efficiently performed. The motive
that would impel the contractors was the most
potent, that can exist—jphat is selt-interest. He
would state that the parties-in question purposed
to lay down a heavier rail than bad been stipu-
lated for—in order to make the line as efficient
as possible they bad ordered rails of 56 Ibs. the
yard, insiead of 42 lbs. as per contract. They
did this because they felt that the best mode
to get an adeqt:nte return for their capital was
to construct the line as thoroughly as possible.
It bad been the impression im the house last
winter, that the amount of remuncration offered
by the Province was entirely inadequate; it
must therefore be a matter of congratulation
that we bad been able with such slight induce-
ments 10 obtain the éonstruction of the work.

Mr. Archibald éaid that in the contracts made

Railway Bill, was then moved by the Hon. Frov.
Sec. {n doing #o0, the hon. gentleman stated
that it would not be pecessary to occupy any
length of time as the Bill involved nonew prin-
cipal but was based on the legislation of last
session. He was quite satished that entlemen,
whether tavorable or unfavorable to the measure
could ot now hesitate to support a bill which
was simply designed to give effect to the past
legislation of the House. The only alteration
was, as he bad previously explainel in respect
to the bridge across the Avon. The govern-
ment undertook by the ccntract to pay a epeci-
fied sum for the building of the bridge, 40,000L
currency to the contractors, payments to be
made as the work proceeded, and the balance,
if anv, when the same would be tully com-
gjeted and the Railway opened for traffic.
be Company were bound to build in addition
to the Railway bridge, one for the accommoda-
tion of the geoeral public. He thought the
House ought to be gratified with the issue of
the Jegislation of the last session. If ever
there was a time in the bistory of the country
when it was desirable that a large amount of
foreign capital should be expended among us,
and ior which the profince should not be placed
under any indebtedoess, it was the present.
In view of the circumsiances connected with
our trade, it was most encouraging to find such
enterprises in progress ; over a million of pounds
would be required, under the contracts made in
virtue of the legislation of the House, to be ex-
peuded in-the province during the wpext four
years. Such a fact would certainly be a matter
for congratulation to all classes-of our people.
Mr. Archibald said that whatever might be
the opinion of gentlemen on that side of the
bouse in respect to the propridty of the present
measures, no one could deny that amny contract
made in pursuance with previous legislation was
binding upon the Legislature. If, however, the
overnment bad receded from that legislation—
d exceeded their authority, it was open to the
bouse to bring them to account. There was no
3ueﬂion that the legislation of the houre had
evolved upon the government a most onorous
respousibility, when it allowed them to make
contracts involving the expenditure of large
sumgs of money. That duty they were expected
to perform in a manner consonant with the best
interests of the country, It was gratifying, un-
doubtedly, that, in the present condition of the
money market, capitalists should be tound will-
ing to expend large amounts of money in the
construction of pnblic ‘worke in this proviuce,
but at the same time it was ry 10 take
care that they should make this expe
as to be of permanent tot
He had looked carefully over the papers before
bim, and was surprised to find that. there was
not & single word in the contract vor in the bill,
stipulating the chavacter of the railway that

was to be buiit. The onlz;ehuu that referred

to the construction of the line was M-vhiob‘

with reference to the Trunk line, it was rovided
tbat the work should be of a particular character.

Hen. Prov. Sec. observed that it was not con-
sidered necessary to have any such stipulation
for a line fof the western counties where the
traflic would be of a light description ; the re-
verse was done with respect tothe Trunk line.
A larger amount of traffic might be expected to
gorover it.

Hon. Atiy. Gen. said that bhe had listeped
with a great deal of attention to the remarks of
the bon. gentleman (Mr. Archibald), and be
must say that they were by no means worihy of
one aof such bigh legal attainments. Turning
to the acts passed for the buildins of railways in
this province, it would be found that the lines
were to be a continuation of the provincial rail-
way, and that the very preamble showed that
the proposed line must be of a certain character
—as good as the ove in existence. The hon.
gentleman had objected that the Chief Engineer
could not exercise any supervision over the line
that was to be built, but what was the fact?
Looking at the contract it would be seen that
the location of the road was made subject to the
approval of the Governor in Council. The lo-
cation of lines of railway, in other words, was
made subject to the approval of the Governor
in Council—subject to the recommendation of
the Chiel Engineer. Before the Chief Engi-
peer would consent to the loation of the road
he would have to bave a clear understanding as
to the grades and curves. How could any Com-
pany, in face of such an agreement, build a road
of the cbaracter that had been binted they
might ? But what more did they read in the
contract =+ The rails to be of good quality,
and to be either 42 pounds weight per yard, on
the T pattern, to be laid on longitudinal rectan-
gular bearings, properly fastened. with spikes,
and fished at the Joinu, or with sleepers and an
arris-cut longitudinal stringer, with a. propor-
iionably smaller pattern saddle-rail, as iotro-
duced on the Great Western Railway in Eng.
land. Thebreadth of roadway,depth of bdh‘.
and general description of road to be of such
quality as to ensure permanency and econvmy of
maintenance.”” Could anything be. more satis-
factory than this ? - The location was made sub-
ject to \he approval of the Governar in. Council,
and lt:e rooJ was Lo be of such a ‘;!ucription as
would : ensure * permanency and econom of
maintenance.’’ ﬁ.:porienoo bad proved ’t'bu
economy in construction was extray
working.  Oune ot the

yagance in
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railway companies was to give a road sufficient
we ”.‘ Tmanen ./h“:{o&o’omw,
sults that would eerve the interests of all con-
cerged.  If we had’ a road built to  Annapolis

ement, then the country had all that was
. But more than this, the Railw C::-'
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works, and report on their character and condi-
tion'; he was to see that the in*entions of the
agreement weré carried out.  Therefore it would
be seen that the Government had all the checks
on the company that were necessary, -We had
the local interests of the country to develope,
and tberefore it was the branch line to Asnapo-
lis bad been projected. In fact, we were to be
benefitted by two lines of railway inst=ad of one.
Such a state of things could not be otherwice
than advantagecus to the people of this country.
It we would be ablé?to afford such great Tacili-
ties to passengers by steamers at this port, to go
on to Canada and the States by land, what more
could we want ? Was it not most desirable to
make the ‘capi.al of thiy Province the terminus
for travel across ‘the Atlantic? In whatever
Tight he looked at t'e question, he saw that the
people of Nova Scotia had abundant reason for
satisiaction.at the aspect of our railway under-
takings.

Mr. Churchill said that when the act passed
last session, bardly a man in the House could
have believed that thé remuoneratiop was suffici-
ent to induce capitalists to embark in this un-
dertaking. He was quite content to have the
contract taken under circumstances so much
more favorable than they had reason to antici-
pate. He had po doubt that the company
would give satisfaction to the Province, and
that in any case it was in the power of the gov-
ernment to see that the country’s interests were
not overlooked.

“Mr. Miller'said that on the previous occasions
on which the policy embraced in the bill had
been before the Legislature, he had given it a
constant and unwavering opposition. He might
considerably annoy the Government by moving
amendments, but be felt that with the majority
they had at their back, no practical or useful
result could acerue ; and his only course was to
submit to what had been done as the (leliberate
act of the House. The three members for
Yarmouth had not come up, and they might be
reasonably supposed 10 be opposed to all rail-
ways. Four representatives of Cape Breton—
one from each county—were also absent. In
view of the absence of so many gentlemen who
might be expected to oppose the bill, it was idle
to offer any opposition. Lle would add that he
had never opposed this measure from sectional
motives—from an hostility to the western coun-
ties. He did not believe, that the benefits ex-
pected from this road would accrue, whilst it
decidedly did not confer any advantage what-
ever on the more remote sections ol the Pro-
vince. He trusted that the sanguine anticipa-
tions of gentlemen would be realized, and that

the grants for such necessary services ae roads

and-bridges and education would not bave to be
¢ut down in the future to very sdfall amounts,
in- consequence of the policy that the Govern-
ment and (he House are pursuing.

Mr. McLelan thought that the government
should bardly ask the House to pass such an act
without having some security as to the character
of the work that is to be built. The Province
was giving the Company something like £30,
000 as a bonus to huild the road, and consider-
ing the character of the country over which the
line “would pass—72 miles ol it being of no
hizher grade than 20 feet in the mile, and the
other portion nearly a dead level—it was not im-
possible that it could be constructed for this
amount.

Mr. Archibald repeated his belief that the
character of the road should have been defined.
The whole argument of the Artorney General
bad gone to show that the gentlem:n in question
were acting in good faith. He felt, that the
government bad not exercis:d that amount of
discretion that sbould bave been expected of
them.

Mr. Locke said, that as the contract had been
entered into by the Government, it was useless
to raise @any argument against the terms. It
was only left for gentlemen to put what faith
they could in the Government. Althbough the
act was passed last seesion, he believed that the
Government had been too hasty ; they should
have waited and seen what would be the conse-

uences of the abrogation of the Reciprovity
reaty, betore incurring any heavy liabilities.

Hon. Attorney General said that be was glad
to see that the hon. miember had been forced to
yield to circumstances. 'Now it was well known
that hints had been frequently thrown out that
the  Government- did not intend to build the
railway at all; and their integrity and good
faith were atstake. They were therefore boand
as soon as the Legislature gave them power, to
redeem the pledges they had given for the ¢on-
struction of the work. He bad given a good
deal ‘of consideration to the subject of the re-
ciprocity treaty, and bad come to the conclusion
that the loss to the revenue woald not be as
great as some seemed to fear it woull be.
Lookrag at the character of the exports of the
country—at the development of our resources
—at the vitality exhibited in all branches of
trade—at’ ‘the for new chaoneis for
commercé being opened up—he saw no cause

for any apprehdusion whatever.
Mr. ssked 'if the Government were
prepared to say that the country could tor the

next two ‘years bea
interest on the railways, and still provide suffici.
ently for 'the other public services iu which the
e felt so' an ioterest. He had at-
tempted last session to get a small sum ‘ol 30 or
::'0,000 to connect SBhelburne with Aanapolis,
to nO purpose.
Hon. Ly General
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TuespAy, Feb. 27.

Mr. Colin Campbell presented a petition fora
breakwater : also one for the repair of a wharf.

Mr. Miller a petition asking aid tb open and
render fit for the accommodation of shipping,
the barbor ot Fourche. ;

Mr. Blancbard, a petition asking remunera-
tion in protecting river fisheries. Also a peti-
tion from Broad Cove, signed by 226 electors,
on thé subject of Confederation.

Hon. Provincial Secretary, by command of
His Excellency, laid on the table copies of cor-
respondence relating to sigual stations : also
correspondence relating to the Governor’s Pri-
vate Secretary : a!so correspondence relating to
the Paris Usiversal Exbibition ; also, correspon-
dence relating to the aesassination of President
Lincola.

Education.—Mr, S Campbell enquired of the
Government whether it was their intention to de-
volve the labor and responsibility oi considering
the operation of the present school act on that
committee, or whetber the Government pro-
posed to take charge of the matter themselves ?

Hon. Prov. Secy. said it bad become a mat-
ter of serious consideration with the Govern-
ment as to what course they should adopt on this
subject, and alter mature deliberation it had
been decided that it would mot be the most
judicious ccurse to submit any measure desirable
for the farther alteration of the exisiting law as
a Government measure. The (Government, as
members were aware, had already assumed the
vesponsibility of dealing with the question, and
it became necessary for them to enquire how
far on any such question they would receive the
support of ventlemen usually sustaining them,
and in bricging forward the measure of last
session they stated that it contained two funda-
| mental principles oo which they would take

their stand before the Legislature. "Those prin-
ciples were, first, the establishment of free
schools, and, sétond, the assé:sment by counties
of the amount required to supplement the
amount granted by the Legislature. The Gov-
ernment, on that occasion, informed the House
that while they asked ::dpport on these two
principles, they considered all other matters as
open to such amendments as the majority of
members would endorse. When that measure
came to be discussed, while the government
were sustained un those principles, the Dbill was
very largely modified in other and important
details, as, for instance, the proposal to give the
sections the power of voluntary assessment was
so altered as to substitute a provision for obtain-
irg aid by means of subscription. He need not

y that in connection with the subject of Edu-
cation, the Government had encountered a great
deal of difficulty and embarrassment, although
not more than might be anticipated from so great
a change as that made. They bad take pains to
satisfy themselves of the working of the nt
Act, and he telieved he would be able to shew
the House from the report of the Superinter-
dent of Education that under that Act a greai
improveaient bad taken place in the common
school education of the Ftovince. not only by a
large increase in the number of children attend-
ing school, but also in relation ta school accow-
modation. There could be no doubt that one
of the difficulties experienced, and he referred
to it with regret, was, that any measure brought
forward as a government measure, would invite
a good deal of hostile criticism on the part of
the opponents of the Administration, He did
pot in this remark make special relerence to the

resent Opposition, for he was aware that he
gnd received vigorous and determined aid from
some gentlemen opposite, and ‘in every county
the most enthusiasiic supporters of the new law
were to be found amony their oupponents, but
merely had reference to the fact that any “mea-
sure so brought forward invited a great deal of
bostility. Looking at that feature of the case,

and auxio:é;o separate the question, as far as

possible, frt political considerations, in order
that it might commend ifself to the body of the
people, the Government believed they would be
consulting the best jntereats of the country in
leaving any alterations to be sugpested with-
out & reference to party feelings. He believed
that & great change and improvement had been
efiected,—that the difficalties to be encountered
would steadily fade away, leaving the general
education of the country in a progressive state.
"Phe Government teliéved that the act might be
waterially improved, but that it would be bet-
ter to leave the matter open in the way pro-
posed. He did not jotend to shrink, for a sin-
gle moment, ‘from taking his sbare' of any re-
sponsibility arisiog from the introduction of
amendments.

Mr. Locke enquired whether the Government
were not prepared to bring down any measure,
or whether they intended weérely to rely on the
e . reph

on. Provincia re that the
Government, I.uvin obtained th‘; ldoption of
the leading principles which they held, it would
be a violation of the given to the House
if they were to press, by ernment influence,
n{lchau considered nécessa rg

on. Attorney General laid on the table

copies of oormrondomo' rélating to the erec-
tion of 'a small u'ht on St. Go‘og;o'l Island, io
Halifax barbor. " Also su ‘applivation made to
the Goverhifient by the Canard Company, and
a report thereon the Buperintendent of
Ligttho 1ses. L '

r. Tobin referred to the fact that the island
was under the control of'the wilitary suthoriies

and soggented that pplictions bo s i vt
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