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ligion might' owe &n equal debt to Scotland
it, "with 'her- sturdiness of thought and
thoroughness of edication, she could throw
herselt into the feligiohs disoussions of the
day. We accordingly hail with delight all
the symptoms that look like life. Let us note
a few of them. ' First we have the advance
towards union between the Free and Unit-
ed Presbyterian (hurches. This is indica-
tive of ‘deepening spiritual life and thought
in many ways. It shows how completely the
Free Church has accepted her position as a
voluntary chureh. There may be some the-
ories still left as to the duty, of the State to
sapport the Churehy but the hankerings atter
establishment are ‘gone, and the speeches of
Dr. BucaaNaN and Dr. CaNpLisH show also

Progress of Religions Thought in
Scotland.

It seems ounly due to the importance of rc-
cent ecclesiastical movements in Scotland, to
notice them a little mere particularly than we
have béen able to do in the current intelli-
gence of the last few weeks,

“" As in everything else, 80 in its religious as.
peot, Scotland has a character peculiarly its
own.. No European nation has preserved the
form impressed upon it at the Reformation
so perfeetly. The reformed religion accepted
almost unanimously by the Secottish people,
took its outward form from their preferences,
relied solely on them for its support and de-
fence, and rewarded  their allegiance by |for union shows, too, a growing breadth of
by always_aftording its sanction to their |religious feeling. The United Presbyterian

“schemes of liberty. The rasult of this“inti- | Cburch holds largely what are known m Seot-
mate relation between the Church and: the!lond as-the: views of the' *‘marrow’’ men,
people has been, as might nave been expected, | Otherwise 'Calvinistic, her ministers believe
a unity of thought and feeling in all matters | very largely in the universality of the atone-
of religious truth, and an attachment to the|ment. 'The Free Oburch on the other band,
Church of their fathers, such as mo other | whose religious thonght is more tinged with
land has witnessed. And accordingly, while | pietism, is more rigidly .Calvinistie limitin
in politics Scetland is the most liberal section | the. provision of atun¢ment 10 ithe elect. This
ot the United Kingdom, in theology it is the | difference may not scem great to'English rea-
most conservative. Liberty for the slave, for | ders, but it is somewhat “large in a Secottish
the Italian, for the Pole, hi.ve nowhere found
more earn<st and practical support than north
of the Tweed ; but liberty to go' beyond the
limits of thought laid down by its Confession
is something for - which ‘Scotland has yet to
learn to care. . Wonderfully acute, inquisitive,
courageous, as the Scottish mind is in every
other line of life, 'in ‘the line of religions
thaught it is timid and feeble.. The unifor-
mity ot faith brands all innovation in doctrine
or in worship as dangerous. The Scofeh in
general have thesame feeling towards every
item of thzir creed and worship, which Augus-
tine Had to the findings of the Catholic taith.
Securus judicat orbis terratum. " The world’ ‘ doms :
hath sertied it. There is in Scottish history | individual churchcs.’ 'And it there is to be
such a ¢ consensus patrum’ ot Bcottish fathers, | any extraneous government at all, perhaps
we mean of cuurse, in favor of everything/|the larger the governing body the better. So
believed, that ninety-nine Scotchmen out of | that we have not the tear ot the union which
every hundred igmoring all other faith as|some congregationalists have expressed. = To
beneath their notice, feel that theirs is the |accomplish it, Sectarianism miust be sacrificed
faith which *always, everywhere, by every-|in some degree, and in that degree thé result
body’ has been held.  We: cannot but. regard | mast be for good. X =
this leeling as natural, - Until about five:and| ~While there is this moving towards union
twenty years ago when'a form of the Armi-{or the'part of the churches, each of thew pre-
pian controversy was agitated, the points on|sents another proot of life, viz, : a desire of
which the theological controversy was expend- | greater ircedom in worship. = Bus for the
ed were of such fineness as to bs unintelligi-| union projaet it is believed that the United
ble to Boglish minds, War was waged, for | Presbyterian Churchewould be ready ‘to au-
instance, on the question of the relation of | thorise the considerable cha.ngea in.its worship
Christ as Mediator to earthly monarchies; the|which are needed to adapt its services in Eng-
relation of natural blesssings to Redemption;|land to Knglish hearers; while in the Free
the order ot faith and repentance in conver- Ubu;cna committee has been appointed, to
sion. When everything seemed settled but|reporton the expediepcy of introducing hymuos
points like these; when their faith-was bal- |in publio worship.
lowed by its aseociation with the names of| But the most significant of all movements
men Jike Kuox, sod Rutherford, and the|is that in the lstablished Church against pat-.
Erskines, and Chalmers, and when the gene- |ronage. By a majority of the assembly, the
ral management of the Churches was judici- | abuses of ‘patronage have been assertgd, and
ous and wise, we can bardly wonder that the|a call has been made for such a modification
Scottish mind ‘should have been content to
rest and be thankful, apd should ook upon ot plac  th :
everything novel as impertinent and crude. . |more io the hands of the pecple, And in

At the same time lew things. are more|keeping with _thxs‘ ieﬂ"ort aftqr tragdom, only
damaging to the progress ot Ohristianity than | last week an inflyential meeting was held, the
the stagnation ¢f thought whick was thus pro-|resl object of ' which” was to form a party of
duced. *The torch of truth, the, more it's|liberty in the Church' itsélf. “"There were di-
shook it shincs” The healing virtue of the|verse'‘opinions’ represented - thére, but the
pdol of Bethesda lay in  its being stirred, %groubd taken up' by all the speakers was vir,
Inactivity of mind in religion is, of uself sni- [sunlly that of the Broad Church party here,
ficient, to create the impression .that religion | viz., that' g'Nathqﬂ thrqh should be ample
needs mental inactivity, and that it feafs too fenough to émbrace '?hin‘,lfl fo!d all opiniops
close “a “suratiny. ' Besides, ' nothing' that is | pousistenit With' faith o’ the Saviour, N
not thé subject of earnest thought oan' have| Principal TuLLoom spoke of * that Charch
grei( influence on the lives of thoughtiul men. | being doomed™. whicli ¢ould not make room

‘And when gcience, po(it'wp, bqgineu.' receive | for mﬁarm pt mnmx}midwm-omti.nh
irom, Beotchmen & large, amount of thought,|of, the faithy What this. new parvy—woich
it ngeds o prophet to discern that wubless|is largely the anti-patronage.party as wel-—
every :problem. of religion id! iaken’ up. dey : ‘
Soottish thoughit, with the sdme thoroughness 'has siguificance, and, taken with ‘the bther
- with'which it treatssther thingy, the influéhdd | indigatiops of awakenivg which we baye notgd,

e

men of the Church, ignored,

The désiré for union is in itself also an omen
of good. ~As Congregationalisis we may dread
the overmastering influence of a large body
like the United Churches, which will number
more, probably, than two-thirds of the com-
manity. - But, en the pther hand, just in“the
degreeé in whieh the Charch 'is large it must
be liberal. The bulk which makes it more
uowieldy for actioa of amy sirt, would pro-
bably make it more difficult to use it as. an
instrument . of bigotry for the. eoercion of
truth. . As power is more concentrated it is
less jealous of the freedoms and aetivity of

of Feligion upon the 1ifo of the people’ mystl wsiﬁ-.in if , the, noble religious Jite ot Soot,

be. gradually, weakened, . In;ihese gifoums were feoling end anawering the influénces
stapces we are, pleased, to obsgkve in .reoeut |of theage: .And when Scitland -fWeesthe
meetings of’ the,gendral assemblies of the va.|religious thought ot the day, und ived héraelf
rious. -chnxches  many indications of.' freer|to "oritieism with ! b symipat ’lhq A
thodghit and-life. | The werld at large owis's |ehetistied tor"dognit, we'may expeot ,QM“‘
henvy debt 1o Scuttish ‘energy; Boottish "ebtor- | bation to the side of evangelical truth suc

prise, and Scottish perseverance for the ad-|as no nation can surpass, — Freeman,

commerce. And we believe the world of re- |.

that all expeetation of it is gone, This wish |

eye s and yet this difference is, by the leading

| binding on christiang.”. 1177

of Liord AsexveN's Act as'will have the ef-|
fect of placing the election of the minister

by | way dey we eantbt, of -course, divide ;) but it|’

Loosened Spokes.

“ I want you to mend my wagon,” said Mr,
Jg)bnson, as he drove np toa wagon-maker’s
shop, I ;
¢ What is broken ?” said Mr. Gale.

+¢ The spokes are loose, owing, I suppose,
to their not being /woll seasoned. I nhave
been afraid, to wse it, lest it should give way,”
When he had gone, Mr. Gale’s partner went
out and examined the wagon.

‘* The spokes in all .the wheels are very
loose,” said he. *His. wagon spokes are not
the only things: gétting ‘leose. It would be
well for him if they were.”

“ I don’t understand you.”

“ His principles are ‘getting to be  loose.
He will break down morally, some day, I am
afraid.”

* Can’t his principles be mended, as well
a3 his wagon 7" | - .

« Not quite so easily, if at all. When hé
 first moved here, his -principles about keep:
ing the Sabbath wepe very striot.” < For years
I .never-saw him out of the house on Sunday,
except in’ conneotion with public worship, or
some work of neceseity.:  Now he often wan-
ders about his farm on Sunday, and occasion-
ally calls on his neighbors.”

“ Perhaps he makes réligious visits.”

.+ Perbaps he does; 1 can’t say that he
don’t"’ . { ! 1\, har 4

« He may have come to the conclusion that

the Sabbath is a Jewish institution, and pot

#¢1 have ‘nevcr -héard that'he entertained
any such views. His mode of doing business
indicates a loosening of his principles in re-
gard to justice. -1 tsed to regard him as a
very carecful and exact man in all his deal-
ings ; but it I were to buy anythieg from him
now, I should want to see it weighed or mea<|
sured.”—Presbyterian Banner,

How to act as a Steward for God.

1. DETERMINE FOR YOURSELF WHAT PROPOR-
TION OF YOUR INQUME YOU OUGHT TO CONBI-.[
CRATE T0 THE'S8ERVICE oF GoD. ‘

Nobody bas'a right to do this except your-
self; but it is your daty. The Word ot God
will be your guide. You will find something
there it favour' of ‘making the proportion a
tenth ; but the New Testament rule, abgut
whioh ‘thére ‘can be no question, is, *“ As God
bath prosperéd you,” I Cor. xvi. 2, Do not
leave this point comfortably vague, but hop-
estly consider it and fix in your conscience the
proportion ‘you should give, o

I1. Do Ta1s ox THE Lorp’s Day. '« Qo
the First ‘Da¥y ofthe week,” ‘It need not
take along time; but it is worth while todo it
seriously and thoroughly 'tor the satisfaction
of your own mind, as being yourself one who
is “ hought with & price.”, o ok t
. I1L Ser aearr raE Sum, whaeteven it may)
be, week by week, so that . it shall mat be,
miged up with your qther, manies, , 1t your
income i8 a fixed one, a separate parse will be
necessary ; if yow are in business and con-:
stantly turning over money, a book regularly’
kept will serve, | b oob o

LV. Ouz oF THIS BAG MEET ALL OALLS UPON
YOU T0 @IVE, Take a portion of its eontents
bevery Lord’s day to His house, :Feed your|
needy brother or sister out of it. . Pay your
subgoriptions to missious, &e,, out of is.. . Xou
need nat dispose. of all the Lard's Bag

taing within. the wegk : some weeks yon may
haye little occanion to. give,at.alls, shill faiths
fully put 1o every First Day of. the week |
‘what you feel you ought : the oacasion for,a
larger gift will come in good fime, = ..

g\:ohigﬂ;e method.. Majntain it with regu
latity ‘antil it 'Has become as mpch 2 matter
of Sdgted Adbit ‘as family worship or going 10
Chbrdh ; wd xﬁpu‘ v}'i!l' “ gf‘?Yzﬁr , ‘onwf 3

¥
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,(BEASONS RO, ADOPTING THIS METHOD..
L L Jm 38 ScamwTunst.: From 'the ' earligst
deys of reyealed religi
[ple appropriatiog & )
vioces and ideing shis not when dolleotors went

N
e

xxix. 2. “First iruite of all,” Prov. iii. 9,10
Suck prepared readiness for giving has the

s} erowd, and héard the words, * ']
8%} One of the ruli

first s100d néar me, fogk-my hand and said, .,
« Don’¢ b alraid, they arechained. , Go gn.”
gain assailed with the

bag which™—as regards this world and the (1 wint on, and was A ,
S \'ﬁd,‘.‘l#méy oiti o8 tohell.” " Goptlewen, Lam,

imprecation, \* Go
«4glad you have chan
oeive’ that you | ‘ 8 |
we.find God'speo<jyod would not Lell'He to go there, and when '
ite sim o Hisogors|you say Damn'Ri, I f:rogive that “you
longet deny that tHefe ‘
round, | but.of sheit mon accord \befarehand,\heaven. te , leved ;.
FAbraham, Gren, gy 20 5 Hebi viio4-7.  Ja<{but he-belleved-alsd id ' Him ‘who' is hd |
goby e, xmwiify 16+22. - David,~1, Ghron. | Ba vigarof ;tive towt.. ' I 'will not- reeiprocate;’
3l yow 68" to Asld,"but rathes pray

cothing can be plainer than the injunctionain
1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2, to make, our devotement of
substance o God ,as frequently as the First
Day of the wéek esomes ronod, and under
Lord’s Day influences.

LL It 18 aTTENDRD BY MANY ‘GREAT ADVAN-
TAGES, | o
1. It enables you to give more. = |

2. You have 'the satisfaction of knowing
that you are giving all you should. Having
settled fbe matter in your own closet, you
feel quite independent of the judgment:of nien.

3. You give with ease and pleasure,’ If
you have anything for yourself,” you have d!-
ways-something for God, according to
plan: and that. being already all devoted
him, gradging is out of the question,. (1

4, It is a steady check on: the lgve of the
world. How greatly that is nceded, you knbwh
1 Tim: vi. 7, 10, ' '

0. It tends to'secure “a bay that wazeth
not old, a treasure in the heavens that fadeth
not.” Lnke xii. 83 ; 1 Tim. vi. 18, 19, God
pays 0o regard to the wmount we give, (Mark -
xii. 43 ;) but anly to the good conscience, love,
and selt-denial we evince in giving matter [of
thorght and preparation, how ean they’be
thus acceptable to God ? ‘

6. It has a ing. influence on  the,
whole of your, substance.” Rom, xi. 186.
Mariy'a bankropt would have been a rick
mad this day, it he had formed the babit of
trying to understand his financial position,
once a-week.—Rev. 4. M. Symington |
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Boldness at a Faneral., "7
»

Dr, Spring, of New York, hos never bedn
wanting in decision to form his views or ins
courage to proclaim them.  Some of the obsy
stinacy belonging to tbe Paritan pature was °
inherited from his birth-place, and hgs found,
frequent ‘exhibition in-lite. Hé tells in hig,
reminiscences the following story of his course
at the' fuveral "ot & Universalist, who had .

| begged him ‘on & death-bed to aunounce that '

be bad adjured all Universalist views. Dr,
Spring says:: * | o
I accordingly ‘attended his -funers], which."
was 'very' large; “and” tomposed ol various
characters, atid some hard-visaged men. It '
was a Frecmason’s funéral ;' and as we stood
around the vault in the north-east angle of *
the old, cemetery, the chaplain of the lodge
read their appointad buridl-service, and closed
with the memorable words, So mote it be?”
The whole procceding was sufficiently ridieg-"*
lous, absolutely unweapiog, and in my judg-
meépt not far trom impious. pl
1 did not ;interrupt it, but, abiding my time;q
felt nerved for an unembaryassed-and bold de- .
liverance of God's trath. I begged the ate!»
tention of the andience, as I bad & message °
trom the deceased  which he had requested”
me te deliver (to thew over his grave, ands
which I had premised. to deliver, * There
he ligs, bat being dead yet speaketh. He did'e
uot die a Universalist, but in the full beliefa’
of that Gospel which proclaims to every eres-

;.tnre,',; «.He that believeth ghall be saved, and.y

he that, beliegeth not shall be, damned.” Haii
wished ‘we to say to you that he had no comww:
fidence in the soul-Jestroying doecirine thag
all men, wonld be saved, Lt ts & soul-destrbyy
ing dootrine, my, friends, and.it ismothing else: «
than the devil’s lie. It is the worst form of s

infidelity, and the most  subtle and alarming:
/008 Iidelusion of the age, , Lt is the great deceiva .
er’s Goesz‘l; aod before you are aware of i,

t you to the worldi of despair. .

will ogo
I| perceived a confusion and hustling in the
Damn, him,’

the Jate Richa Ounninghm, who from the

o cha your minds. I per,
you. now beliéve there is a Ael, elee |

your doparted. brother believed

d.say to
that “ the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ may -

example of our Lord. John xiii. 29, Aad

be with youall. Amea’—W. § R

i

RS |

I proceeded, and with. increased . fervor, . 4

]

élders o the Brick charch, |,
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