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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 

orvespondence, 
y For the Christian Messenger. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 

By Rev. CHARLES Tupper, D. D. 

CHAPTER VII. 

FIRST RESIDENCE IN AMHERST. 

(No." 11.) 

Having commenced writing communications 
for the press in the early part of the year 1825, 

at the age of 30,1 prepared a considerable number 
before the close of it. Among these was one 
furnished for the American Baptist Magazine 
¢ On the supplied Words in the English Trans- | 
lation of the Bible.’ 

On the 12th day of September I finished the 
periisal of the New Testament in Hebrew. 
This completed the reading of the whole Bible 
in three languages, namely, English, Greek, aud 
Hebrew,™ | 
During this season a few persons were bap- 

tized by me, and added to the Church in Am- 
herst. The prospect, however, ot usefulness in 
my present field of labor seemed unpromising. 
This wis the seventh year of my continued 

| others of our principal men. . It seemed, there- 
fore, improbable, that our people there would be 
able to support a‘ minister. * 1 determined, how- 
ever, to visit them according to appointments 
and tojsympathize with. them in their affliction. | 
Twenty days after (he disastrons fire occorred, 

I arrived at Fredericton. Truly it presented a 
sad scene of desolation. Both there and at 
Kingsclear my visit was favorably received; 
and the people still expressed a desire for me to 

labor with them. This was congenial to my 
own views and feelings ; but the fear that the 
support’ of my family would now impose an 
undue burden wpon them, presented to me a 
serious obstacle. We therefore parted without 
coming to any-decisive conclusion on the subject. 
On the 21st of November, a letter came to 

my hand from the Baptist Church of St. John, 
N. B., informing me that. their Pastor, who was 
absent, had written them; resigning his charge, 
and advising them to call me; and that they 
expressed a unanimous and earnest desire for 
me to accept the pastorate there. This placed 
me in a dilemma. In my reply I stated the 
faets of the case with candor, and made in- 
quiries ; and aleo wrote to Bro, Ring, in Freder- 
ton, requesting information and advice, 

In the mean time the people in Amherst and 
adjacent places, even where there had seemed 
to be sowe indifference when the subject of my 

at . once instructive, powerful, and pathetic. 

"The ‘illustrations wete singularly felicitous. It 
was a fine specimen of genuine. evangelical 
oratory. ' , 

The Baptist Church is still prosperous, under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. J. Alexander. It 
is a working, liberal Church, and that will = 
account for its success. 
benevolence. 
. Our Temperance gathering has been success- 
‘ful. One hundred and twenty-two delegates 
attended the Session of the National Division. 
They represented the following States and 

i Provinces, viz. :—New York, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine, 
Ohio, Delaware, Indiana, Kentucky, llinois, 

Rhode Island; Missouri, New Hampshire, New 

Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Vermont, Prince Ed- 
ward lsland, Canada West, Canada East, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and Virginia. 
The Session was generally harmonious, and 

some important business was transacted. The 
position of the coloured people furnished a 
theme for animated discussion. Theories and 
plans varied exceedingly. At length a resolu- 
tion proposed by Representative Hastings of 

God blesses active 

“'Resolved, That the decision of all questions 
involved in the connection of coloured persons 
with this Order be lef to the Grand Divisions, 

Massachusetts was carried. Here is a copy :— 
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already felt. They, therefore, wish the minister 
to speak to them of the Saviour, not as dn 
absent one, whose Jaws must be learnt at a dis *® 
tance, but as He, who is ever present among his * 
people, and in whose communion we are called’ 
to live, daily imbibing his Spirit, by a sweet 

experience. 

How often do Christians and anxious inquirers 
come to the sanctuary, bowed down under the 
burden of their worldly avocations, deploring * 
their écldness and spiritual indifference, thirst- 
ing after some of the life-giving truths of the 
gospel, and return home without having’ heard a 
single appeal to their consciences, nor a single 
word of congolation addressed to their fainting * 
souls ! 

It is not the people dlone who suffer from this 
kind of preaching ; the ministers who practice 
it are themselves the first and greater sufferers. 

Whoever studies the christian system, ignoring 
its intimate connexion with life, must soon bring 
upon himself leanness and barrenness. What 
indeed are doctrines but the spiritual realities of 
the christian life ? Sin and guilt, grate and 
reconciliation, the work of the Saviour, his re- ¢ 
generating and sanctifying power, his Divine 
nature, his glorious resurrection, with the other 
truths which are as the “ bones and sinews * of 
the christian system, do they not all contain 
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; respectively in their several jurisdictions, subject springs of spiritual life and weet the dhily wadts . services in that region, with comparatively little | removal was first named, now expressed an to tha review and control of the National | Of the believer? Ah! science has no argument 
. fruit. This necessarily. produced a severe tria)| urgent desire for me to remain with them. | Division at its annual sessions ; and that Grand |such as possessed by the sincere, though un- 
" in my mind ; and led to serious self-examination, | Their importunity had almost prevailed on me | Divisions are hereby requested and enjoined to |learped believer ?. -Is there any thing better 
3 to ascertain’if the fault was not principally in [to relinquish the idea of removing; but another ron nla parryi bt i rap plage for calculated to convince us of the divinity of - mysell. . No doubt, could be entertained that|letter from the Church in St. John, stating that rim of: .duw geek ds po found thin the | Jesus Christ, than a few moments spent in his 
g there was cause for deep selfabasement on ac. | there was no hope of the return and contina- sphere of our operations.’ communion ? Is there any thing better than 
: count of my want of zeal, devotion, and earn-|ance of their former pastor, that they were The admission of females to full membership prayer to give certainity to what is called the 
he estuess of effort. It seemed evident, however, | perfectly united in calling me, and did not see was also carried, with the following limitation, supernatural? These experiences and testi - that the labors of my: faithful co-adjutor, and | any prospect of obtaining the services ot another viz. :—* Provided that females shall not be ad- |monies are as an anchor to the soul of the 
N those of other good ministers of different denom- | man, who would be equally acceptable, and urg- mitted to membership within the jurisdiction of believer, however destitute he may be of this » 
N inations, were equally unsuccessful. = A remark |ing the necessity of having that important post any Grand Division, unless permission be first | World's wisdom, while great minds are driven to 
d made tome:by a Methodist preacher at an early | occupied, determined me to accede to their granted by a two-third vote of the Grand |30d fro by their doubts or swallowed ap in the 1 stage of my labars there, often occurred to my | request. Division; nor in any Subordinate Division, uniathomable abyss of their philosophy. igh y wind, namely, “ We do not know what God As no definite call was roceived trom- the unless the Division shall so decide, by a two- It is related of Vinet, the great French Swiss 
: may do j but Amberst always seemed to me a| Church in Fredericton, it had been naturally | thirds vote, after two weeks’ notice.” ‘This Christian philosopher, that when asked by a * 

friend, when on the point of death; what he 
should pray for, he answered; for ihe elemen~ 
tary graces, by which he meant simple faith and 
love. And it seems to me that these elementary 
graces are the best subjects'to be presented to + 
to the people, as their experimental possession 
.is the best preparation for preaching the gospel 

- | very barren place.” ' Moreover, my labors when | inferred, that they did not now covsider them- 
abroad appeared to be more efficacious than in | selves able to support a minister. But soon 
Amberst and adjacent places. * Seeing therefore | after my acceptance of that from St. Jobn bad 
that 1 was not permanently settled in the pas- | been signified, a letter from Fredericton, which 
toral office there, but Brother McCully held it{had been carried past Amherst to Halifax, some 
alternately with me, and he could take the whole | days before, came to hand, urgently inviting me 
charge, while there were other important fields |to remove thither, and proposing to pive me a 

permission will not be acted on, I suppose, in the 
British Provinces. 
The funds of the National Division proving 

insufficient to meet the necessary. expenditure, 
it was resoived to increase the per capita tax on 
the members to three cents each. 

Efforts are to be made to revive the Order " without any. stated ministry, my mind became {salary considerably higher, while there would be |; 1 South. with power. : 
| exercised with serious thoughts of removal. opportunity to reside a little way Sant. ia the The vext annual session of the National What we need in the pulpite is not essayists, 

a ; These, were not concealed from my brethren country, where the situation would probably be Division is to be held at Wilmington, Delaware. theorists or disseclors of a lifeless body of divinity 
x) and friends. ) more healthy, and the expenses of living materi Yesterday the Thermometer stood at 90o in but experimental christians, witnesses of what 
° g Under these circumstances, as the people in ally less. As my engagement, however, with | he shade. To day it is 84c. It is too hot to God has done for their souls, who feeling daily » 
Are Fredericton and Kingsclear were in need of a|the Church in St. John was now made, these write a long letter. the saving and regenerating power of the gos- 
be - pastor, bad some acquaintance with me, and | considerations were not allowed to have any Yours truly, pel, can bring the same to bear upon the hearts 

knew in a measure the state of my mind, they | weight with me. J. M. Cramp. of both saints and sinners. 
requested me to make them a visit, doubtless| On the completion of seven years’ labor in 

of with the view of calling me to the pastorate, if | Cumberland and adjacent parts of Westmore- For the Christian Messenger. For the Christian M 
st; the visit should be moptually satisfactory. On |land, N. B., at the close of 1825, there was a 8 
+A attentive and prayerful consideration, the invi- geveral expression of regret at my departure,| Abstract or. Theoretical Preaching. Letters on Revision. Fr 

’ ’ ’ ’ 
) or which tended to interrupt the contemplated Tiocombins 26th, a son, born twenty days be-| There isa kind of preaching, found mostly In the fourteenth century, John Wickliffe, 

Any arrangement. In the early part of the month | fore, whom we named James, was called irom | where ministers are in the habit of reading their | the English apostle of soul liberty, proclaimed . 
of October, the atmosphere became exceedingly | us. We felt the bereavement keenly ; but were | sermons, which we bere designate by the terms |in England, amid much opposition, - the right of 
smoky, and dismal in its appearance, and the | enabled to acquiesce and say, “ The LORD gave, | abstract or theorectical preaching. It may be [the people to possess God's word faithtully 
sun presented a reddish hue ; by. which a gen: | and the Lorp hath taken away ; blessed be the | very orthodox and entirely faultless, so far as |tramslated into their own tongue, -Availing 
eral feeling of depression and alarm was pro- | name of the Lorn.” order and style are concerned, but being dry | himself of the best means within his reach to® 

oy duged, from the apprehension of extensive and and stiff i leaves the heart unmoved, and ognse- | carry out this great principle, he translanted the , 
Lo. degtructive fires, Intelligence was not then Por the Christian Me . quently fails in producing upon the hearers the | entire Bible from the Latin Vulgate into the i 

communicated either by lightning or steam ; nor *7 | effect we are authorized to expect from the pro- | spoken language of the people ; completing the 
» to was it conveyed by ordinary wail with any thing] CANADA CORRESPONDENCE. mulgation of the truths of the gospel. The (arduous work in’ the year 1384. wh 5 "ey ) 
 OF- like its sent frequency: but. after about reason of this is simple ; men need nos only to [tury and a half later, when portions of Wick- 
yf five days of pi i, the painful Tg WO Moxrazal, June 36,1806. 1 hear the truth, but to have it presented to them |liffe’s Bible had become obscure or obsolete, 
— tidings reached ' us—confirmed two days after pedis po is atill i io2.® Public and in such a way as to meet their spiritual wants. | William Tyndale, another champion of the peo- 
$0 wards—that a most disastrous fire had occurred| es - vo. yA di a . p I haye met with some very good remarks on |ple's right ‘to the Bible, translated the New ! here in Miramichi, on the 71h day of the month, by |P" fate Duiiingt: its pcointegte Bo A epingpished | nis subject in a French Evangelical publica- | Testament from the original Greek into the 
tof which a great number of houses, a vast amount by elegance or masiveness, 2 yording 10 the tion, from which 1 bave translated freely for the [spoken English of his day ; and completed the 
do f t: d lives had been lost. tystes of the owners or the various purposes for readers of this paper, adding thereto a few re-' | printing of it in 1525, at the city of Worms, in side pc, A APS Se fred - which they are erected, are continually rising pape 8 8 ‘ : : ak tie The people in Amberst, as also in many other Several new pr have been built marks of my own. Germany. In its main features, this admirable : bly, places, commendably determined to send relief] "F" I b b The writer of the article referred to begins by | version of the New Testament has been passed 
had to the suffering survivors. 1 readily: aided in Aw hob pe rot rh - : hry gn ol asking himself the question: What do earnest hear- | down through the several revisions to our day. 
wa circulating a subscription, as well as by con po : oy NK d pd J" Lye ’ ®Y | ers expect from their attendance on public worship | Assisted by John Fritb, a young wan who fell a , 
whq tributing, and by preaching a charity sermon— A os pol " = By P i E odi ny hed and the hearing of sermons ? After the anxie- | martyr for the truth in England in 1538, Tyn- 
sed, attended by all classes and denominations— " £ sof thie eity; whith ls now bbcomii ties of the week, he answers, they desire to be |dale then engaged in translating the Old Testa- * 
"os founded on Eccles. xi. 2.“ Give a portion 10" ore ee as’ Th yi oak P ng brought near to God, and as sin has mingled |ment from the Hebrew original. He himself 
tid seven, and also’ to eight ; for thoy knowest net | 1° ra e Shy ye 47 "we fig ¥"| with their thoughts, feelings and action, to be |suffered martyrdom for bis fidelity to the truth, did what evil shall be upon the earth.” ~A consider, | ‘Ti Cbure TIL hoc ht i arth q led to the mercy seat; they expect to hear [in 1536; and the following year bis completed ce of able’ smoot ‘was ‘raised for this object of | OO oy aio, ranged 35: | words which shall comfort them in their trial, | work, with W. T. in ornamental letters at the -_— Dettovolimen.. ona wr ein p-fiore " glia land strengthen their faith, as well as appeals |end of the Old Testament, was published by re. ul But ‘what especially affScted™ mp pragosed cigrombrmgy bein. hay tp ! ht #5 rh which shall awaken them from their moral John Rogers, under the name of Matthews 
\ | artangement was, that a great part of F radar, Ihe Joriacns 2 Boe oh ® ¢ a pe y torpor, and overcome the indecision of their | Bible. Then followed Taverner’s, Cranmer’s, . ie laden probably one third of the city, was burned | "EMER O0T D1 BREAD 8 EK Hemi). [#00 « Never will these spiritual wants be [the Genevan, the Bishops' Bible; and lastly, finds at the sametime, Jt. was a season: of great] "8 ron gd Eh cmos . g| satisfied with dissertations or essays. What |King James's, which was published in 1611. A. drought and the wind blew with extreme vio- 1" May 1% ergy Re shen pir | von. sheir souls demand is a help in their difficulties, | From King James's day to the’ present time, 
v the lence. . The fire, which bad been ragiog in the. 1 fr oq wl \ In Wi "| They wish, it is true, to be instructed, they do | the English language has undergone far. less 
" woods for some days, figst- wade its appearance rt - aity i com pe _ ype not object to being indoctrinated, but they expect | change than it did during the twe centuries pre- 

in the city, op the promises of our venerable hor ary city A the Pee this to be done with a certain regard for their ceding. Yet some important changes have thers brother Jarvis Ring, ‘who was then a leading rh raw sie bao Pp i gg ans fad ws yer find in the _— 
member of the’ Baptist “Chyrch ‘thers, and a| [*Perhaps fowc.ties have increased mote rapid ow raled to. mon Version several words and phrases tha rai: ably. min, mio baa eds, oe |B oe Ee | a ie, ed hr Veh good work.” Hoe suffered heavy loss, as did also oN] : fs grace of God, whose blessed influence they have | ble to the ordinary reader. 


