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THE CHRISTIAN ' MESSENGER.

& onth’s Bepartaent,

BIBLE LESSONS.
Sunday, February 18th, 1866.

e R

Joun viii. 39-59: The Jews attempt to stone Christ.

1 Kines viil. 1-21: Dedication of the Temple.-
Recrze—Maxk vill. 34-37.

Sunday, February 26th, 1866.

Jonn ix. 1-17: The Blind man healed. 1 KinNGs

viii. 22-43 : Solomon's piayer.
Recite—PsaLM cxaxiii.

e

“I've no time to throw away,” was the careless

friend,” pleaded the christian “ and must take
time for it at some period ; better do-it now.”
“ 1i’s as much as I can do to nurse up the sick
bodies about me. 1 must leave you and the par-
son to look after the souls,” the doctor gaily re-
joined, and turned away.
&' 1o the evening the pastor met him on the
street, and renewed the invitation. * [ have
no time to sparé,” was still the doctor’s plea;
“ every man must stick to his business. Yours
is theology, and mine is pills and powders.”
But you owe a duty to yourself in this' matter
of seeking salvation; and when will you ever
bave a better opportunity than pow to attend
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The ¢ Sensitive Plant.”

Ono ot the most curious little plants which
ws in our gardens is the * sensitive plant.’

id vou ever see one ? It has little long stems,
witts small leaves growing out on both sides,
like tae tocust or acacia ; and it bears modest

ink flowers

W bat wakes it curious is, that it seems to
1i you touch it, the leaves shut up and it
lies down ; therefore it is called the ‘“sensitive
It acts

as wuch as 10 say, “ Yciz: i:‘:"d eTiz Zt : 0:{;:: of Jesus plead with bim to seek the salvation so

Jeel.
plant.” It cannot bear to be bhandled.

frow )our rude touch.”

and God gave it this shrinking natare to keep

it from being injured.

to it ?” “ When I have made a reputation and
a fortune, parson ; I cannot stop to seek any-
thing else at present.” And he went resolute
to his office to read and study the medical lore
»| which should belp him to success.

Dr. F——'s popularity soon called . him away
from C——to a distant city, and for many years
bis former {riends lost sight of him ; but last
week the now aged pastor of C—— was s*artled
with the intormation that the doctor was in a
rapid consumption, and had come back to the
country to die. He hastened to bis bedside, and
found that he was still a stranger to the hopes
of the gospel. Most tenderly did the minister

long neglected—so often slighted.

*“ 1 have no time now,” said the dyihg man

11 you keep touching it, however, it loses for “ Filteen years ag> 1 might have become a

a titue this power, and does not seem to care.

Now, my children, did you kmow that in the
garden of your heart God has put a hittle sensi-
tive plant ? - You do not know it by that name,
perhaps, but you will when 1 tell you it is con.

christian ; but I thought 1 couldn’t - afford the
time then 1 was so busy. That was a sad mis
take ; 1see it now, but too late. Death is com-
ing, and 1 bave only time to die.’

So indeed it proved; for that was his last

science. It properly cultivated, it will shrink day on earth, His sun set in utter darkness.

from the very touch of evil. It will say, and im

Hopeless end speeciless, he passed to his last

mediately, * Be off l—quit me |—] don’t wish to account.” “ Seck first the kingdom of God and

have anything to do with you; you will onl |

’ Sugh a conscience, you see, is a gmyt dom and love.—Awm. Messenger.
blessing to anybody. It will keep one pretty
A boy or girl
who bas that, and minds it, will go straight.

”"

injure.”’
efleciually out of harm’s way.

Bad companions can never lead them astray.

Tiere is a.dauger, however, of conscience
losing its sensitiveness.. Jt you should come in
eontact with evil too often—that is, if you allow | ¢ % h
yourself to see or hear what is wrong, or to g: with the liveliest kin

at all with bad ascociates, or put yourseif in t

his righteousness,’”’ is the voice of heavenly wis-

Sale of Dead Letters at anction.

The grest eale of articles accumulated through
the year in the Dead-Letter office took place
recently at Washington, and was attended
ot bidding,

The Star says tbat over balf the im-

way of temptation, conscience will become ia.|®ENSe 0“"%‘"”, is articles of jewelp, largely
sensible ; it will get into the habit of not feeling, | Of the ** dollar ”’ sort, but with a sprinkling en-

- mor caring—which is very dangerous, because
then a chiid may go very far astray, almost with. | P¢

out knowing it.

ough of the genuine to induce a lively com-
tition. Upwards of three bundred articles in
the collection were packages of patent medicines,

Take good care, then, my children, of this in the shape of pills, powders, ungueats, oils,

precious plant.
warn you of the very &
body tamper with it.

God put it in your bosom to old school and new school, hom
roach of sin. Let no-|P A
eep it quick and ten-|'be relief of every walady known to man or wo-

. ‘ eopathic, 2llo-
athic, Thompsonian, eclectic, and all sorts, for

der, and you will ever bave reason to bless God | ™an. There were over one hundred and ﬁ“”

for its faithful cautions.

Well rebuked—An incident.

gold (supposed to be) watches on the catalogue,
and po end of silver watches. Also, an inde-

scribable medley of all the varieties of wares
koown to civilization. Ameng the odd articles
thus paseed through Uncle Sam’s mails, finding

A young lady of wealth and position decided | their way 1o the Dead Letter office, were sets of

to give a large party.

As she bad many ac-|shoemakers’ tools, packages of type, ladies’ wigs,
quaitances among those who do not deem it

bundles of clotbing, duplicate parts of sewing-

essential to the completeness of an entertain- | machines, packages ot felt bats, iron wheels

mens that “ reel, and jig, and waltz’’ be in
troduced, the stylish invitations were
with the announcement, “ no dancing.”

friends that the arrangement would be perfecti
woderstood by all the com
ples would not be infringed vpon.

Judge of their surprise when, at an early
hour in the evening, “a set” was hastily

prefaced

At the | hundreds of military books, ete.
same time, the young lady personally assured her

(;m'hll). lots of lampwicks, dress elevators,
shoulder straps, pieces of a piano, lamp burners,

The proceeds from the sale will be deposited,

; y | subject to the order of the owners, should any
Y, and their scru- | of them ever turn up.

-
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answer. * You have a soul to be cared for, my

formed in the back parior, and a_ young pirl
who bad but lately made a prcf-ssion of religion
was coolly nvited to play for them. Woids
faited 10 express the surprise and regret at this

= yiasinuam—-i;tfrumun;

[From the Macedonian.]

NN

twofold indignity, especially when the young

His owx Exrkcutor.—Mr. 8. A. R. DeWol,

cepted the arm of an escort to the piano.

town, Mass., died a short time since at the resm

ausing 8 momens, bowaver, she | 1a dence of his parents in Aylesford, Nova Scotia.

friend to accompany her—one whom a!) reco:; wust soon go the way of all the earth, be im

nized as an efficient member of the church.

When it became evident to Mr. DeWolf that he

) b mediately set bimself about the arran:ement of
;)::ob:ttewpc‘fn ::::., :b: o?doorl.’d; tﬁ‘i'og':;d: his earthly affairs. He paid over to the Mission-
volume of bound music, quietly turned the|®') Union $1000, and distributed among various
leaves, while the younger, awaiting her move- other beneévolent orzanizations and to the mem-

ments, gave the listeners a

iob, tly, softly and te : ty, Kook e
which :::e:oi(’:a:oof’t:: ":dl::{.d;d:x:r’. into his heavenly rest. Ha wasa young mawn of

as the

spirited prelude, bers of his family the remainder of his proper-

departure from earth and entered

' monious accord,” rendered with thrilling pow. | 70t¢d Piety, and bis example is weil worthy

er:
“ I would not live alway, Iask not to stay.”
A few steps were taken by the waiti

danc-

of imitation.

IDOLATRY NOT YET CrUSHED.—Mr.' Rose

ers ; then a silence as of death fell on as | of the B"!"ﬂ“?" mission, presents an item bl;
ay lady, one of the gayest of the gay, ex- | eDcOuraging, in some aspects, than the accounts

claimed, in thaddering dismay :
“ That’s not the right tune to dance by I"

of religions interest among. the people. Not-
withstanding, this revival of interest in idolatry

But the rong went on, gathering in richness| ™Y Only indicate that the prince of evil fears
and power, as here and there, from differens|tbe invasion of his domains, and therefore
carners, deep, manly voices and woman’s tender | 8r0uses his followers to fresh endeavors.

er.
At its close the player arose and courteonsl

tones at length joined in with electrifying pow‘H

Twantay, one day from Ras

and otbers, I bave visited on three previous oc-

idding ber hostess good evening, retired, foi- | ca%ions, spending there from one to three days

" Jawed by all who fiad been “ Jured in by false|esch time. lq:t three days this time, but

pretences.”— Watchman and Reflector. | with less hope any are at all moved by tbe
A sad mistake.

. Fifigen years ago there wi & revival
| _those for whom christians were tly

i o S ansntpe,

lndeed, the whole town and- sarrounding vil-*
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on th sue hanils aadashased. avafbtid. 10 Jiown | Bt 6 Ahachedio o amall onldrnn, -Shatiheld

to the preaching of Christ on the other.

Barrism or ¥OUR Burmaxns.—Mr. Doug-
lass, of the Basscia mission, under date of Sept.
5, 1865, gives an encouraging account of the

baptism of four Burmans.
Since 1 last wrote, 1 have baptized four Bur-

man men, three of them heads .of families, be-

‘tween twenty and thirty years of-age. The

last one was baptized a week ago yesterday.
He is a son-in-law of the native judge at Prome.
I bapsized bim in a large tank, in the northern
suburb of the townat 5, P. M, Expecting a
considerable number would assemble to witness
the baptism who do not come to the chapel, I
arranged to preach at the water-side. Not less
than a thousand were present ; and, except four

Y {or five Burman lawyers who occasionally mani-

fested a desire to make some reply, all gave

uiet, respectful attention during the service.
The Burmans are. empbatically a religious
people, as much so as the Pharisees were in
the days of our Saviour. .

The Moravian missionary ship, which conveys
supplies and missionaries to the missions in
Greenland and Labrador, has made bher annual
voyage without fail for ninety five successive
years. The vessel now in use is the ninth that
bas been employed for this pur During
the entire period, no serius accident has betallen
the sbip, nor has there been a loss of life among
the crew or passengers. :

The railroads in India are fast destroying the
restrictions of caste and the merit of pilgrim-
ages. Many pilgrims, journeying to their holy
shripes, instead of measuring their length in
the mud or painfully walking for three or six
montbs, take the quickest road by rail; and on
the cars, when they need refreshment, they eat
tood and drink water wherever they can obtain
it, asking no questions arising out of their super-
stitions.

Srcientific,
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EXPANSION OF WATER IN FREEZING.

The exceptional fact stated below is one with
which everybody ougbt to be familiar as showing
in an extraordinary way Divine wisdom, power
and goodness :
1cis ore of the properties of heat, that it
causes all bodies to expand. If you touch the
bulb of athermometer the mercury rises, the
beat which it received trom your finger causing
it to expand. |

The tubular bridge over the Menai Straits is
lengthened on a summer day as much as three
inches ; and, if you notice, you will find that
the iron rails upon which trains run are never
placed with their ends touching, in order that,
when beated by the eun, they may have room
to obey this law of nature. Clocks go slower in
warm weather than they do in cold, because
then their pendulums are longer ; and often, in
a frosty night, your watch gains many minutes ;
the cold baving contracted the balance, causes
it to move more quickly.

No otber exampies need be given ; suffice it
to say thay every substance, every vapor, every

ﬁu, of whose existence we are aware, when
e

ated, will expand, and when ecooled will con-
tract. A

Did 1 say every substance ? No, not every
substance ; there is ene exception. If a lon
glass tube be filled with water, and placed in

| the open air in a frost, the water will, obedient

to nature’s law, contract ; but as soon as that
point of temperature is reached which is in-
dicated on a Fabrenheit thermometer by 89 1-2°,
the water ceases to conwact and be’}i:l to ex-
pand, untill at 32° it become ice, e law is
only interrupted for 7° ; and yet were it not
for this seemingly small deviation, a very large
part of our earth would be uninbabitable : for,
bad the water contracted regularly until it froze,
it is clear that ice would have been heavier
tban water, and, as soon as a particle of ice bad
been formed on the surface, it would bave sunk
to the bottom, and in a sbort time the whole ot
the water would have been solidified ; and not
only the fish destroyed, but so a mass of
ice formed that the summer sun would not be
able to meit it, and in a few years cur land
would be but ‘the barren hunting grounds of
scattered tribes of Esquimaux.

A YINGER IN A HOT PIE.

An English philosopher writes :
I‘m.xoel:at'frioud‘.:r:d Vicar of St. Vitus,
ire, lately me {0 accompan
bim over oge of tluwollwin plate-glass works
pear the town. 1 was 80 enchanted at the
very entrance that | could &ot no further
hf‘t‘uy guide to ed with two young ladi

w us. They went fthrough the
mbWIMM Lthautm

 plunging the hand iuto t

y | tbe butter in

{for many years, and we are

made in winter, a
b po

Why did 1 remain bebind?
To try an experiment—a fearful one to the |
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it, and none were burnt. . ,
How ¢ame this ? 1 will explain the reason.
Water constitutes the great buik of oer bod-

wmerely some forty five parts charcoal mixed up .
with some four or five pailfuls of water. Un

heated mass, the in-

tense heat converts the moisture of the skin

into steam, thus forming a sort of halo sound it,

and preverts contacs with the metallic fire, Les

the mass be at but a dull, red beat, steam will

oot be generated, and on withdrawing the fin.

ger, a thimble will be the result; the glass will

adbere to the fingers with a terrible burn, and

you'il ery p.cccvi. Tuis playing with fire is nos

pew to me. ] bave tried the experiment with

molten lead, and have not been injured. M.

Boutigny was, 1 believe, the first to call attens
tion to the matter some tiwe ago; he tried his

finger in molten iron, I followed it up in lead.

Soon afterwards Boutigny paid a visit to this

country, and at some iron works in Norwich a

caldron of iron in glowing fusion was prepared

for him ; be quietly divested hinsell! bis coat,

drew up his shirt-sleeve, removed the rings from

his finger, and. baving plunged bis band and

arm in cold water, coolly and calmly inserted

them ip the molten mass, and drew them steadis

ly through it and then’ out, without the least:
injury. Directly 1 saw the molten glaes, the

experiment flashed upon me, and I was desirous

to try it with that material. The result was as

I bave narrated above.

A coAL FIELD has been discovered at the
base of Mount Olympus, and the coal is of such
excelient quality for making steam, that a depot
for the suppiy of steam vessels is to ve estab-
lished at Suez. . . . In Artesian wells sunk—
to the depth of two bundred feet—in Algeria,
small fish of the carp species bave been dis-
covered, having eyes. | o

The Moa s Kgg recentiy brought to this coun-
try from Néw Zealand and-offered for sale, is to
go back for want of a purchaser at a price sat.
isfactory 10 its owner. Its dimernsions were ten
inches through its longer, and seven inches
through 1ts shorter, axis. There are latger eggs
than this upon record. : %

[ - —

Aqgrienlture, cir.

KeeriNG Fruir.—There is no one condition
to the successtul keeping of fruit in winter, 50
important as a cool témperatare. The worst of
all is warmth and moisture combined ; avd many
fine supplies of winter fruit are ruined by shut-
ting them np closely where there is no ventils-
tion por access to cool air. Where moisture
cannot o'herwise be easily avoided, ventilation
»ill lessen the difficulty. If the cellar windows
are hung on hinges so as to be opened at dif-
ferent degrees, any desired amount of fresh air
may ' be obtained, and Juring the cold weather
of wipter the temperature may be reduced as
low as needed. There are onlyawo requisites—
reonal attention, and one or two thermometers.
e most desirable temperature would be wichin
two or three degrees of freezing ; but as shere
are sometimes sudden changes outside; in' the
absence of the attendant, it may be mos. pru-
dent tn keep the thermometer at 88 or 40
degrees.

—#
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PLANTING TREES.—* Pioneer” in the Prai
rie Farmer says o8 this subject : “ 1 have trans-

g | planted many bundred forest trecs in the last

ten years, and I have rarely lost a tree, and most
of them set in the fall. One of the most impor-
tant roles to be observed is, before taking up a
tree, mark it in some manner, so that you will
know which is the north side, so as to be able to
re-set it in exactly the position it grew in the
woods. This may seem to many of no import-
ance, but to those who know that there is in the
bark and wood of all trees a radical difference
between the morth and south sides, the morth
side being close grained and tough, while the
south side is invariably more open grained and
brash, or soft, the importance will be seen. If
this is (:one, {;:rg:r: dmot bave t: undergo
a complete chan (1 parts, and is rea
tootug and utbopropenimunndn’-
ly as though it not been moved.

Cream 1N WINTER.— where moderate-
ly warm, and adg ‘at ‘each milking (or once a
dyay) a little hot ' milk. Heat the milk till al-
most to the hoilingpoilt; beat it fresh from the
cow. bTh‘ quant i‘: t:u: ‘; piigt ‘:o s pailiul
at each milking. eflect of this is to prevent
the cream from turning bitter : the' buttermilk
‘will be as sweet and ":linbowh ,&
consequence wi stter tha
without this treatiqeut. We have this from an
old, experienced dairyman, who bes iced it
B eiones of the seosti, T o listnsabos
the excellence isa ‘
should be known~-for there h,m.b‘mwm
wﬂ ¥ e
Tk Mosr Expxpitious WAY or Fartesmve
Fowrs.—Qn this subjec Irish Farmer'

ies. Mr Frank Buchland merrily says we are .
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