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to be accomplished in another hundred
years on this continent? It is true that it
may be said, what is all that to us? In-
dividually, it is nothing to us, but those
who come after us will discover that we
have had regard to the future. What has
taken place in this Province within our own
Haue we not seen the place

But if we had a railway, with its vast
serpentine train coming in daily groaning
with the products of other countries,—
Halifax the town of embarkation on one
side, and of debarkation on the other,—
we should soon see it the very Liverpool
of America! We should soon see our
country teeming with travel and with riches.
It is not known, and you cannot make it
known by all the speeches, or maps, or
descriptions that can be published. The
only way to know a country is to travel
through it.

I am not surprised that there are men
living in Nova Scotia who have not been
able to grasp this grand idea. Short
though this resolation be, it touches matters
of vast importance. There are those who
do not view this question as I view it, but
I have yet to find the man who is prepared
to maintain that these Provinces must re-
main in the condition in which they now
are, in all time coming. It is an admitted
fact,—the bitterest oppouents of the Quebec
Scheme confess it,—that these Provioces
““ cannot long remain in their present po-
sition.” If so, is it not then high time
that we should take into consideration the
best means of uniting them ?

I, and others who framed the Quebec
Scheme have been rudely assailed. We
have been told that we sold our country to
Cauada. Much of that sort of abuse and
rhodomontade has been hurled at our heads.
Sir, there never were men who wrought
harder or more faithfully, and did their duty
more manfully than the gentlemen who re-
presented these Maritime Provinces at the
Quebec .conference. . The scheme framed
there was, as the Solicitor General has
gaid, based upon compromises. On every
point we pressed our claims as far as rea-
sonable men could press them, asking all
they could reasonably give. We at last
arrived .at certain conclusions as the best
which we could obtain, each for his own
Province. When we returned we were
told that we had not asked enough, and
that view naturally found favor with a cer-
sain portion of the people of this country ;
but where is the individual who has pointed
out to us ithe point in which we did not
succeed, in which we ought to have suc-
ceeded ? We did obtain some concessions
in favor of the Maritime Provinces, but
there were others which we sought but
could not ebtain. Now, how has the scheme
been regarded in this Province? Some
opposed it,—some of my own political
friends did so. Many of our friends al-
lowed their feelings to be warped by other
influences. 1 was sent to the Delegation
as a member of the Opposition, and dis-
charged my duties in that capacity. I said
then, and I say now, that, if the question
of Confederation had not then come up,
the party’ with which I hava been as-
sociated, if not now in the possession of
political power, we might and probably
would soon have been so. I then felt as I
feel now that never were men called on to
make larger concessions than myself and
my collcague. That feeling was not con-
fined to ourselves, for I know that many of
our friends have had their faces averted
from us ever since, not because they did
not think that we had done our best, but
because they believed that if we had op-
Eosed the scheme, our party would now

aye been in power. While I felt all this,
and weighed it in my mind, I felt also that as
a public man I could not be made the in-
strument of defeating a scheme which I
bad previously advocated for the paltry
consideration of obtaining political power.
The learned Solicitor General smiles,—
probably he has a different opinion. I ask,
Would it have been worthy of us to defeat
the scheme for such a reason and for such a
purpose ?

What I complain of, and what I have a
right to compﬁsin of is, that some of our
political friecnds have nog¢ sustained us as
they should have doume. If the Liberal

arty wished to obtain power, they should
ﬁave dope as the Liberals did in New
Brunswick and Canada,—not allowed this
subject of Confederation to become 8 party
question at gll. While the Goverument
party in this Provipec have an advaptage
from the position of the question at present ;
if it becowmes Jaw, it only requires that the
men of Liberal prigciples should unite jn
the larger area and on the larger platform,
I will not say to take possession of the

Goverpmens to be formed,—bpt to make
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themselves a respectable party. The ele-
ments of party still exist, and they will
eventually be brought into collision, as they
ought to be in every free country. I feel,
sir, and know that the Governments to be
formed under the larger scheme will be like
the Governments in the different Prov-
inces,— that the men who take possession of
power and place have difficulties to meet
which soon displace them, and make room
for their opponents. Had the Liberals in
this Province taken the same course on
this question as they did in the other Prov-
inces, it might have saved a good deal of
heart burning, and it is the want of this
action which has created a difficulty in the
Liberals ranks of Nova Scotia, which does
not exist in Canada, New Brunswick or
Newfoundland. Who stood at the head of
the Confederation movement in New Bruns-
wick ? Mr. Tilley. The men opposed to
his Government did, as we did by this
Government,—sustained him in his Con-
federation policy, as we tried to sustain our
Government,—but because Mr. Archibald
and myself have sustained the Quebec
scheme, a party has been organized in Nova
Scotia to strike us down, if possible. To-
day, while I am addressing you, sir, the
friends of Confederation in New Brunswick,
are reaping the rewards of their toils, and
are being restored to their proper position,
and wresting the Government from their
opponeats. We should look at this ques-
tion not as party men. The organ of the
Liberal party in this country has been made
to stultify itselt on this question, and a
portion of the Liberal press has turned
about with a fogyism that bas rendered it
contemptible. I call past history, sir, to
b:ar testimony to the truth of this asscr-
tion. I feel, sir, that we, and those who
have stood by us in this matter, occupy at
this hour a proud pasition—that at last the
day is dawning, and the light is coming over
the Kastern hills to cheer us. Rbrere are
more for us than against us. Great Britain
i3 with us,—Her Majesty’s Government is
with us,—Her Majesty’'s ministers in all the
public departments are with us. Why are
they with us? Do they look at the men ?
No, sir, they look at the question and the
principles involved. What signified it to
Lord Palmerston, or Earl Russell, whether
this or that Government was in power?
Do not we all know that one set of politicians
was in power in New Brunswi k, and an-
other of different principlesin Nova Scotia ?
How could it then he said to Mr. Cardwell
that he had adopted the views of this party
or that? No. He took the view enter-
tained by the great majority of all parties.
Js there any other question on which we
ever were all united ? Ilow did it happen,
I ask.? Because we felt that great con-
cessions was required to cement the Prov-
inces together, and to make them one.

I have heard it said that England wanted
to throw off these colonies. I give it a
flat denial. Never since the days of Lord
North,—never was there .a time, when
England .so highly .esteemed her colonies
as the present. The leaders of the Gov-
ernment and the Opposition alikein England
as well, are united.on .this question.of Con-
federation. I have it from the highest au-
thority that it is as much the desire of the
leader of the Opposition—of Lord Derby
himself, as it is of the Government that

When the delegates from the New Bruns-
wick Government went to England last year,
Lord Derby was one of the men who teld
them that they had come upon a mistaken
errand. What do we see now in New
Brunswick? At the last election when
those who were in favor of Confederation
went to the polls they were scattered to the
winds, but look at the re-action already.
Last session there were 31 members in
favor of the Government and opposed to Con-
federation, and only 9 or 10 Confederation-
ists. What have we seen within the last
month > The House has been in Session
fron the 8th of March to the 10th of April,
and has not yet been able to answer the
Governor's speech, and as a consequence
the government has either resigned, or is in
the act of resignation.

[ may be told that this question of Con-
federation should be sent to the people at
the polls. If that was a constitutional nec-
cessity I would be in favor of it. Do we
find that that was done in Canada? Noth-
ing of the kind. It has been tried in New
Brunswick. The people in England have
once and again changed their Constitution
as far as Confederation will change ours,
and purpose to do so again, without going
to the polls. I am sometimes amused at
the horror which some people express of
changing the Constitution without an appeal
to the people at the hustings. What did

we do in 1861, when we struck down
full one third of the electors of Nova Sco-

these Provinces should be confederated. |.

tia? It is not three years since some of
these same people consented to change the
Constitution of Nova Scotia—radically
change it, and yet these same people now
hold up their hands in horror at the present
proposed change.

I feel, sir, that this is an -important
question, and one which we ought to ap-
proach with the greatest deliberation. It
is a matter for weal or for woe of great
magnitude, and there is no party aspect
about it.

It has been said that the delegates from
Nova Scotia had such prizes offered to them
in Canada that their minds were carried
away in favor of this Confederation. I
give that statement the most unqualified
denial. Never was I approached in the
most distant manner with any offers in re-
gard to the future. Sir, if this question
does not commend itself on its own in-
herent merits, let it fall ; but let those who

take the responsibility of attempting to de-

feat the measure gravely consider what that
responsibility is. At this very moment
armed ruflians are invading and marauding
our sister Colony. I have reason to be-
lieve from information received within the
last 24 hours that marauding bands have
by this time laaded in New Brunswick. If
there are parties in this country who, mere
ly because they differ on a constitutional
question like this, will ally themselves with
their enemies, let them enjoy their opinions.
I know that there is no power that can be
organized that can successfully invade our
shores unless sustained from within. I be-
lieve too highly in the intelligence and loy-
alty of the people of Nova Scotia to think
that such men can succeed. This, how-
ever, is the condition of the question with
which we are invited to deal. A vyoice
comes to us across the water t2lling us that
if we expect to remain a-.portion of the
Ewmpire we must uvite. In that aspect of
the case, taught as I have been to believe
that the Constitution of a country must be
adapted to its condition,—and it is one of
the inherent features of the British Consti-
tution that it is elastic,—let us give it our
best consideration. Let it not be said that
every member of this House has not done
so. In more exciting times than this I
Lave been willing to bow to the decision of
the majority, and the decision of the ma-
jority now will bind us all.

There was a time in the history of this
country when men threatened to leave it,
hecause they said that they considered other
parties were laying unholy hands om the
Constitution. These fears were groundless, --
just as groundless as those now entertained
in reference to this question. It will be on
this question as it has been with regard to
the question of Reciprocity. I had the
horor of a seat here, as you had, sir, when
that measure was introduced. We were
told then that our shores would be invaded,—
that ruthless invaders would stalk over our
coasts and that we should be driven into the
wilderness. Those predictions have turned
out to be as baseless as those will be which
are now sounded in our ears on the sub-
ject. of Confederation.

How. Mz. WaiTMAN.—I will not occupy
much time at this late hour of the evening,
particularly as the gentleman who has just
sat down has throcwn out the idea that every
ene who opposed his views of the question
must bz unpatriotic,—that all the patriotism,
in Nova Scotia 18 concentrated in himself
and those who think as he does on the
subject. I do nat, however, like his shirk-:
ing behind the scenes and evading the real
responsibility. Let me read the resolution
of 1864, appointing Delegates to negociate
a Union of the Maritime Provinces. The
hon. gentleman then read as follows :

“ Resolved, That an bumble address be pre-
sented 10 His Exceliency the Adminisirator of
the Government, requesting him to appoint
Delegates (not to exceed five) to confer with
Delegates who niay be appointed by the Gov-
erncents of New Brunswick and Prince £2dward
Island, for the purpose of cousidering the sub-
ject ot the union ol the thres Provinces under
one Government and Legislature ; such union
to take eflect when confirmed by the Legusla-
tive enactments ol the various Provirces inte.
rested, and approved by Her Majesty the
Queen.”

Here is the origin of the trouble .now
brought on Nova gcotia. The gentlemen
appointed on that delegation allowed them-
selves to be led away by Canada. It was
never supposed to amount to a great deal,
but it constituted one of thus: pleasuse
trips called delegations. The delegates
were sent to Prince Kdward Island to me-
gociate 4 union of the Maritime Provinaes,
and there they were seduced from sheir
allegiance by Canadian statesmen. The
obtained an appointment of some kind,

from' somebody, and now they are trying
to excuse what they have done by saying

that they were urged on by KErglishmen,.
These delegates—1I cannot tell whether
there were four or five of them, for some-
times I find only four names,—should net
shirk behind British statesmen in seeking
to deprive us of our Constitution.

The hon. and learned gentleman (Hon.
Mr. McCully) intimated that all the patri-
otism and all the virtue was confined to
those who sided with him. It was, in fact,
the old story of *“me and my wife, and my
son John and his wife.” Kverybody that
did not sing the song that he did was en-
tirely wrong. Those that agree with him
on this question are virtuous, pure and
good ; while those who do not agree with
him are just the contrary.

The hon. and learned gentleman also
told us that this was no party question, and
he tried to make some ecapital of that.
Every man knows that it is not a party
question.  Archibald and McCully are
names as distasteful to me on this question
as Tupper and Ritchie. T mean no disre-
spect by mentioning the names of these
gentlemen in this way, but on this question,
which I believe to be the question of ques-
tions, the one set are as umpopular as the
other. T hold; just as strongly as the hon-
orable gentleman holds the centrary view,
that all the intelligence and integrity are
not confined to those whe side with him. I
believe that there are as int:lligent men
cultivating the soil as he is, although they
may not have been brought up to make
black appear white, and white ne colour at
all. There are such men among the pota-
toe hills in Kings, and they are strongly
opposed to Confederation ; notwithstanding
that three or four lawyers and a doctor
went off on an unauthorised mission.—I
mean unauthorised by Nova Scotia,—and
helped to concoct a scheme, the responsi-
bility of which they new seek to shirk.

I have seen nothing to"induce me to
believe that the British Governiment wish
to withdraw from us the Constitution they
bestowed on us some ycars sincec. When
hardbills wer> posted throughout England
stating that Nova Seotia was all but unani-
mous on this question of Confederation,
and when immediately after that four Cana-
dian Ministers appeared at the Colonial
Office, it was quite natural that the Coloni-
al Secretary should write the despatches
urging Confederation upen us. Kngland
never asked us te transfer our revenues to
a place some eight or ten hundred miles
away. She never asked us to unite with
any other country and to throw away our
surplus revenue.

I find that on the 17th of June, 1865,
the Colonial Secretary wrote to the Gov-
ernor General of Canada as follows :

“ Downing Street, 17th Jurne, 1865.
*My Lorbp,

* 1 have the honor to inform your Lordship
‘hat several confervnces have been held between
tbe four Canadian ministers who were deputed,
unider the Minute of your Exective Council of
March 24, to proceed to England to confer with
Her Majesty’s Governwent, tn the part of
Canada, and the Duke of Sowerset, the Earl

DeGrey, Mr. Gladstone, and myselt, on the part
of Her Majesty’s Government.”

Now it appears from this that they were
four Canadian mintsters who waited upon
the Colonial Secretary. No doubt they
were gentlemen well qualified to advocate
the cause of Confederation, but there was
not a Nova Scotian, a New-Brunswicker, or
a Newfoundlander among them. The Co-
lonial Secretary goes on to say : —

“ On the first subject reerred to in the
Minute, that of the Contederation of the Dritish
North American Provinces, we repeated on the
part of the Cabinet tbe assurances which had
already been given of the determination of Her
Majesty’s Government to use every proper
means of influence to carry into effect without
delay the proposed Confederation.”

The gentleman who has just sat down
himself admitted that in Nova Scotia, under
its present Constitution, places which were
formerly a desert now blossom as the rose.
There 18 as much peace, happiness, and
order in Nova Scotia as in any country in
the world. Nova Scotia does not rate
second to any little spot on this carth for
peaceable and order-loving inhabitants.
There is as much happiness in little Nova
Bcotia as in big Canada. I admit the great-
ness and beauty of Canada, as far as 1 have
been able to see them, and she is worthy
of being considered by us as our great and
respected sister; but I do not think that
we skould throw away or risk our happi-
ness by casting in o:r lot with her. It is
not aur fault that Nova Scotia is so small,
—we are just where Britain set our bounds.

I admit that there is a little force, and
but a little, in one of the argumeats of the
hon, and learned gentlemau. I admit
that scme clever men in the country, when
they wanted an extra chance to make a

flowery speech, selocted this subject, and
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