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Hox. Mr. TuprrErR.—1 was desirous that
we should give a little more con-ideration |
to this great question, and therefore asked
that this d. bate rhould be delayed for a tew
days. The House of Assembly have not
yet passed the similar resolutic  <.ce that|
House. Lot us wait until New Brunswick
has passed the measwe.

Tie resolution before the House asks
whether the people of Nova Scotia want
Contederation or not. 1 think the question
can be very e sily settled. Let it go to the
people and let them decide, and I shall not
have a word, then, to say.

Now, sir, I differ fiom the honorable gen-
tlemsan oppusite.  He stated that seven-
eighths of th.e people of Nova Scotia were in
favor of Confederation. 1 believe that
seven-eighths of them are against it, as was
proved by the meetings which were heid in
the country, and the petitions which were
sent to the Legislature during the last ses-
sion. This year the people were led to be-
lieve that it was abandoned,—at least for
the present. If Confederation was to be
urged on this session, why was not this reso
lution laid on the table at the opening ol
the session? The people then would have
known it and prepared themselves accord-
ingly. The course which has been adopt.d
bas taken the people by surprize, and it
secms to me like tuking an advantage of
them. The people have been deceived by
the Government suppoiters who opposed it
last session, and this introductivn of the
subject without the counsent of the peuple
is arother act of deception.

I greatly regret being obliged to oppo-e
"honorable gentlemen who have been so long
in this House, and honorable gentlemen
who are so expert in the Law, but, si, 1
have a duty to perform under the commis-
sion which I hold from Her Mjesty. Muis
qu st on is to be decided not m England,
nor in ((anada, but here.
ant or more exciting question has never
been brought before the people of Nova
Bcotia.

A more impori-|other Judges.

w_

ly? We have also been told that Confede-
ration has done much good because it has
broken up party. Now, if there are no par-
ties in the countiy, why not appeal to the
people 7 If the honorable mem _er had been
posse+sed with that »pirit before, the people
would not have been so much afraid. A
burnt child dreads the fire. Now the people
of Nova Scotia have been distracied by party
more than the country could afford, and it
has been ruinous to them. Must the same
thing be kept up now at a great luss of
time and money? Is the country to be
bought and sold—made traffic of —to fright-
en people or make a party 2 Or are we to
have peace ut our homes?

Are we to be told that Confederation is
to be put through, and that the Leyislature
care for ncbody who is opposed to it? I
do not b lieve that the effort will succe«d.
This Legislatuie should care for everybody,
—L meun tor the whole people of Nuva
Scotia.

We have bren told that the Queen is in
favor of Confederation. If su, would not
the Queen Lerself say, on a great que-tion
like this, appeal to the people of Nova
Scotia before you pass it?  Thut is common
sen-e.  Then we are told that all the Lords
and great men in ldurope are tor Uontedera-
tion. Are they to decide for the people of
Nova Scotia withbout an appeal being made
to the people thems lves? Is it not the
fact that ull over BEurope public meeiings
ar. held to decide on every great public
question 2 If this is not law, 1t is equity.

And then we are told that all the Gov-
ernors in the laud are m favor of Confede-
ratiou. | do not believe that they would
decide 80 important a quertion without first
appealing to tte people. It is said that all
the Judges and Admirals are in favor of this
mearwe. Judge Mar~hall i~ not in favor
of ir, and we have not the opinions of any
We we toid that ail the
bishops and cl-rgymen are in favor of it.
| am sorry to differ from them, but | can

I also regret being obliged to op-|t Il them that Couteveration is not gospel,

pose the leaders of 'his great question of|and that they shouid not diminish from the

Confederation. I beheve that they are all
honorabie gentlemen who have been brought

Bible.
It has been said that ail the lawyers are

up *“ at the feet of Gamaliel,” but there is|in favor of this unton.

one tt ing which I think they have forgot-

ten, that is the prophet's int rpretation of|law and gospel for it.

the dream, when he told the chief outler not
to forget him.

Hon. Mr. Pineo.—Then you have both
(Liaughter )
Hon. Mr. Tupper.—1 tave vbserved that

It is just possible that we|these genilemen always ransack ali law tor

may have to go to Joseph yet fur another |, precedcnt when they have tv mmake up a

interpretation.

case, and they can always find law to sunt
I do not understand how honorable mem- | },emselves.

I'bis 18 a case on which we

bers who, last ses-ion, spoke at ruch length might quote the whole world us authority.

again-t Confederation, and came back here
this ses-ion with the same mind, and re-
mained =0 until twelve or fift. en days ago,
can then turn round and tell the House
and country thut they are for Confederation.
The people should know why this sudden
change has taken place.
tainly put coufidence in them up to that
dat-. It looks to me like som: tning that
is not right. What I want carried out is
stability.

The honorable member from Pugwash
(Hon. Mr. Pineo) 'old us that the Quebec
scheme was very hastily got up. Let us
not be hasty now about pa-sing this mea-
sure. It cerrainly is no great thing for the
Hou<e to wait, alter a man has made a
speech one year against Conf-deration, and
the next year makes one in favor of it
What are the people tosiy to such a tting?

The honorable member (Hon. Mr. Pineo)
referred 10 the Reciprocity Treaty. We!
had that Treaty withont Confederation. It
has now been abrogated, and I do not see
how Counftederation will help us to regain it.

Then he told us about the Femans.
Everybody is as ready to fight the Fenans
without Confederation, as with it. We
have been told that we are leaving our old
parent<. We are not leaving our old pa-
rents now, hut when we confederate we are
leaving them. It has also been said that it
we are not for Confederation, that we want
the stars and stripes,—thut we desire an-
nexation to the United States. That is an
insult to the loyalists of Nova Scotia, and
an insult to common sense.

The honerable member from Cumberland
(Hon Mr. Dickey) told us that we ought
not to say the eame thing over again. That
is very well for an honorable member who
has turned. That gentleman also told us
that we should set our house in order.|
That is very good advice, but let us take
care that we de not put it out of order. I
would ask the honorable member if the
people of England do not hold public meet-
angs to decide on every great question ? The
fen. member also told us that Confedera-
tion has nothing te do with Retrenchment,
the School Bill, &c. I weuld ask him one
question. Suppose & man has committed a
erime——is he not t0 be punished because he
bas committed two.other crimes previous-

argument.

We should not do anytuing knowingly

coutrary to the wishes ot the people. ‘Lo
force people against their wili, wili make a
party in Nova Scotia that will last tor agus.

Let us take warning by other countrics.

See what a forced union has done 1n the
I'he people cer-|ypired States.

We are told that this question cannot go

to the people because thore are othier things

which have been done by the present Gov-
ernment which the people do not like.  So
much the worse,—that coes not help the
[t the people are in tavor ot
(onfederation, theie can be no danger in
app: al ng to them, aud it against 1, 1t is

not lair 1o insist upou »0 gieut a change 1n

the constitut.on of the Piovince without
their cons nt, and to excite tuem when
there 18 no necessity for at.

A crisi~ has come upon the country. No
war, 10 famine, no storm. uo Feniaus have
ever Irightened the jeople ot Nouva Scouia
80 much as Confederation. ‘The mujoriy
ot the members returncu at the last election
we-e sent to this Leglslature to carry out
retrenchment, and to oppuse rallruads.
In-tead of that new offices have been cre-
ated, larye salaries given to the Conserva-
tives, and the Liberals turned out of office
without any notice. And then comes up
Confederation, and the people are told not
to ray a word,—that all party politics are
done away with  The people were amazed
because they had been so often deceived.
Then we were told that the Liberal party
are to blame for all the sins that have ever
been committed. Could the Liberal part)
go to the rexcue of the Government? 1
say no. If there were any members of the
Liberal party who wished to leave it, they
should have called the party together, and
given their reasons, and stated that they
were done with the party. Are the Liberal
party to be told that they are opposed to all
progress, and that they are lawless, &c.?
Are the people of Nova Scotia to be sneered
at, knocked down, mocked, railed at, gibed,
ridiculed, jeered, and hissed at? When it
is dome to one, take care that it is not done
to all. Are the merchants to be told that
they want no improvement in commerce
because they are opposed to Confederation ?
Are all the farmers and fishermen to be
told, for the same reason, that they are

Annexationists, and that they want to go
and join the Uunited States? Who, 1 ask,
made the country ? Are all the men in
Nova Scotia who have held commissions
under Her Majesty, to be told that they are
disluyal, and want the stars and stipes,
because they are untavorable to this meus-
ure ' Are men that huve the interests of
the country at hcart to be told that they
are swash bucklers?

Now, Sir, if this resolution passes, the
same thing will happen as has alrcady hap-
pencd,—only 1n a different way.  The very
same men will be sent to Canada on the
new deiegation as were sent on the last.
I might aus weill have my name F. T, as it
is, as to have 1t 1. F.  Lawyers are not the

the country is to be valucd and hanued over
to Lanada at a valuation, the arbitrators
should be merchants, tor we have becn told
that in the arrangement we must give and
itake; and who are there that uuderstand
that, as well as merchanis ?

‘I'e Lou. memb.r from Halifax (llon.
‘Mr. Anderson) told us that our delegates at
tue Quebec Lonfirence made a bad barguin
'as regards the Crown Lands. ‘Tuey were
’non sent to Quebec or to Lanada, but to
'unite the Manuime Provinces. 1t tney had

"dune that, all wouid have been weil, but

Eu;ey tell us now tuat they were not satis-
ficd with the star whbich tuey saw. It led
| them astray. Lt the pe ple had noi stopped
tuem last Session, would they uot have been
steering tor that star ever siuce !

right men to barter Nova Scotia away. Lf

ties of commerce with other coun o3

That power, if rightly used, is one of the
greatest boons which has ever been offereq
to this Province. As to the Reciprocity
Treaty with the United States, it was some
time in operation before we knew ani thin

about it. Now, sir, I contend, thut, when-
ever we have to deal with a quesiion of this
kind, we must have a central Government,
r. presenting the whole ot the British No th
American Provinces, and acting with the
authority of them all. 'We have had depu-
tations ‘rom time to time, and we find these
~deputations going from one Province to
‘another ; and, the m asures on which they
agree have to be submitted to severs] Legis-
latures, one or other of which may reject
them. Situated as we are, 1t is impossible,

- when such questions arise, that the interests

‘of the smaller Provinces can be protected,
except by representation in a een'ral Gov-
ernment. The Canadian Gove rnment repre-
sents the inte rests of some three millions of
| people; and when any question of this kind
arises, the influence of Canada must, to a
great extent, overshadow all the rest. Even
in this matrer of Confedera'ion, we have
been told that the poxition which the Briiish
Government has assumed, is the resu't of
Canadian influence, ard that the inter: sts
of the Lower Provinces huve been sacri-
ficed. If this be true it is an instance in
point, and 1 contend, that, in order 10 neu-
‘tralize that predominaring influrnce which
 Usnada must exercise, it 18 nece ssary for the

Now, safety of these Lower Provinccs that we

bowever, the delegatcs sa) thal lht’y have | should have representation in a l’urlium(-nt,

lound another star, and that tuey are sure
thal they are right now. Suppose that a
merchaut in Halitax ordered s ship to
New Yoik, and atter the Captain had got
out uf the bLaibor he tuok 1t 1nto bis head

'which creates 1that Government and controls
| .

(it: and that any representation, on any fair
- scheme of union, will protect our interests
‘to a greater extent than thcy are prorected

at present. Therefore, sir. instead of Con-

to go up the St. Lawrer ce, wouid the mer- | fed. ration giving Canada the predominating
chaut not discharge him as soon as possivie T jpfluence, | contend that, for the very pur-

‘T'he delegates remind me ot a captain who
tuld tie man at the hclm to steer tor a
certain star. When the captain came up
to see if ail was right, the sailor toid him
that he had ost tiie star, but tuat he had
found another one twice as good us Lue first
one.

What I wan' is a raifroad 10 Canada, and
a uniform currency. ‘Tne delega es ‘hem-
sclves say ‘bac hey did 1o wan 0 g0 10
Canada. Whar 1 wizh 0 »ree carried vuc 1u
Nova Sco ia is piogress, s aoill y and Irce-
dom.

Ho~. MR. PartersoN.—Looking at the
importance of this question, and tiue gieat

responsibility by not speaking on the sub-
joct at all. 1 cannot coosider 1t, without
feciing that a member who addresses (his
House upon it, and records his vote iu tavor
of the resolu ion, takes upon himselt a re-
spunsibility ot no ordinary character. 1
never feit this responsibility so much as at
the pre~eut moment.  Ever since the ques-
tion was moo.cd practically, 1 have en-
deavoured to give it Iy most serlous con-
sider.tion; and I am free to couless, that,
at first, 1 did not look oa it with much
favor. However, having since given tue
qestion more consideration, and viewing it
not solily a~ ic affects Nova Scotia, but as
it regards all the coloni 8, and the enpire
at large, 1 have become convinced that the
Uunion proposed will be a benefic 10 all con-
cerned. In arriving at that couclusion 1
am free 10 confess that when 1 =ce other
gentiemen, far more capable of forming an
opmicn than mysell,—when I see (bem
from the same premises airive at diametii-
cally oy posite conclusions, 1 feel that 1 may
he mis uken.

With all due deference, however, to the
opinions of others, I teel that I must act
out my own convic'ions. | fiud that these
three or four colonies have no tie 10 unite
them, but the single one of their common
allegiance to the British Crown. Each
colony looks solely to its own interests, and
strives to advance these irrespective of its
neighbour—and then how little do we
know of other colonies besides our own ¥
How little intercourse have we with them !
We know more about the United States
than we do of Canada or New Brunswick.
Our young men, instead of going to British
territory to improve their fortunes, go to the
United States, and even to the Pacific, when
nearer home and under the British flag
there is territory affording them better
prospects. All this is, to a great extent,
the result of ounr present disjointed and
isolated condition. Looking at it in this
light, 1 must admit that union offers great
advantages. Union appears to me essen-
tial to enable us to deal with the questions
of an intercolonial nature which are con-
tinually arising, and in which the culonies
must act jointly. |

The British Government has lately con-
ferred on us the power of negociating trea-

interests at stake, I would rather evade all|

 pose of neutralizing that influence, ('on-
fed ration iv necessary

‘The question of
defence is only one of the qu stions which
arises conn: cted with t'is union.

A discursion ook place here on a pre-
vious day, as to the time when the British
Gov rnment first pressed this que~tion of
Confederation upon us. It is probable that
the honorable member from Yarmouth (Hon.
Mr. Brown) was not far wrong in what he
said on that point. It will be remembercd,
however, that before the Convention at
Quebec, difficu'ties had arisen as to the
respective liability of the Colonies and the
Imperial Govi rnment in the defence of the
Cotonies, und it was felt 10 be necessary
that the real relatione existing between the
Colonial and Lmperial Governments should
be d. ﬁnitt'ly seitled. The feeling was grow-
ing up that it was necessary to settle
this question upon some firm aund s'aile
basis. It xeemed probable that it would
lead to an unsatisfactory result, and the
British Parliam:nt and peojle demanded
some sclution of it. I tnink thar, as a ~ola-
nion‘of that question, the p ople of Gieat
Britain wore anxious that a union of the
Colontes should take place.

Many obj crions have been made to un-on
with Canasda, and one of the most promin-
ent of these 18 the sta e of the Canudian
finances. Canada has been he'd up 1o our
Ruze u8 a coun'ry in a state ot baukrup cy
and vmbarrassment, and we ere told that
all she wantcd union for was to get us to
help to pay her debts. Nova Scotia, on the
other hand, has been represented us out of
c¢ebt and with a surplus revenue; and we
have been told that, prosperous as we are,
there 18 no necegsity that we should have
union ; and, above all, that we should not
join with a country which is in a state of
bankruptcy. I think that thire has been a
good deal of misrepresentation on this point.
It is true that rometimes, at the end ot 1he
year, Uanada has had deficiencies, and when
we look at what Canada has been doing, we
canno! wonder that difficuliies did arise in
herfinances. In 1853 or 1854 she com-
menced theconstrucrion of her public works.
With the aid of English capiialists, by the
end of 1863 she had consiructed two thou-
sand miles of railway. It is true that they
were not construc'ed as public works ; but,
out of the $100,000 000 which they cost,
$30,000,000 were contributed by the Cana-
dian Government, Previousto this she had

-

eypended some $20,000,000 on her Canals.
ﬂad we no difficulties when we were con-
structing our railway 1o Truro? I have
heard it stated that our Reeeiver General
was pressed for money to meet current ex-
penses. I koow that while Canada was
going on with her public works, we were at
a stand-still. o
Though no person can acknowledge with
greater pride than myself that this country
embraces within it'a{l the ‘elements of pros-
[ perity, it becomes us not to be too much

elated or to fecl too secure.” In order to
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