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 Poetry.

For the Christian Messenger.
The Mayflower.

Can there be aught on earth more. fair
Than thou ? Sweet emblem of our land!

Thy bwauteous tints, thy Iragrance rare ;
Sarpass the power of fairy’s wand.

‘Thou art the first sweet gift of Spring,
Acadia’s darling cherished flower !

To thée our hearts will ever cling,
And woo thee :n thy native bower.

Let England boast the queenly rose,
And Erin love her shamrock fair ;

No buad that blooms, no plant that grows,
Can in their charms with thee compare.

What though the pocts may not deign,
To sing thy praise in words tkat thrill,

We joy to know that thou dost reign,
Peerlews amohg thy eisters still.

‘Thou art the name-sake of the bright
And balmy month of gentle May !
‘Thy memory thrills with magic might,

Our bearts, when we are far away.

Our land has scenes as fair as thnse
‘That charm bencath a sunnier sky ;

In trophic climes of gorgeous dye.

Lons tmay the May(lower be our pride,
Lonz may Acadia flourish tair |

And may her sons, fore ’er abide,
Beneath her emblem—free {rom care.
Tremont, 20th April, 1866.
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Who are the Baptists !

[The following is an extract from a sermon
preached by Rev Dr. Cheney of Sun Francisco, at
the request of the Addisoniin docicty of that citv.
Being expected to use perfect freedom in presenting
the Lustory, taith, and polity of his own denomipa-
tion, he prepared & discourse at once courteous in
its tone, and tiustworthy aud frank in its expres-
sion.]

There are multitades of people, and among
theo: men of large intelligerce in other res-
pects, who think «nd speak of the Baptists,
as if they were a peopleulmost without a'his.
tory. As examples of this syle of 1hinking,
noe the following. A few ycars ago, Albert
Barnes, in ua elaborate article which he pub-
lished in more than oue io m, v speaking of
the Baptists, said : “ As a denomivation they
are but ot yesterday; * * ¥ lor there were
times, and those vot remore in the history of
the world, when the Baptist Jenvmination was
not.”” And he adls; ** For wmore tian three-
fourths of the history ot the church on earth,
Christianity bus wade its way somehow
amony the vations, * * ¥ without the Bap-
tist idea that men must be rwmersed.” I
1852, Dr. Nevin publisbed an article in the
Mercersburg Review in which. atwer ~peakiog
of the taith of tac Baptists as ** a pew taith,”
and of their rystem as *u pew sy-tem,”
“ thiag comparatively ot yes.erday,” he pre-
ceeds (0 apostrophize the new schewne as iol-
lows : ** Who art thou, upstart system ! that
thuu shouldest et thyselt in such proud style
above the universal gbureh ol wnuquity 17

Ihere ure others, who smppose hat thie Bap-
tists rrace their originto Roger Wriliams, the
founder ot Rholde Island ; that he sustaions'a
relaticn to the great Buptist tumily similar to
that ot Luther and Culvin, Roubibsoh ani
Wesley, 10 the dencminxtions with which
their unmesare respectively associnied. Roger
Williams was an able expouwler ol some ol
the pripoiples ever dear o ibo Baptists ; as
 goul hberty,” ibe eutire sevérance ot churgh
and s'are, and the immersion of beiieyers, as
the only valid baptisws. Aund he was the first
men 0 this country, Who expounded these
priuciples ; but beyond t:is, Roger Williams
wus Dot ;;e,father even of the Awerican Bap-
tists, He baptiswd a litle company at
« Providence Plaotation,’” the nawme he gave
hiy new settlement, witer he wusy' bavished
trom Massachusetts for bis reiigious beliet ;

but it is by no mesnsvertain that 'thoése pec-| This, you will ‘observy, ' is not Baptist testi

sous perpetuated a mimsiry, thyough whow a

single person was ever introduced ingo, a Bup{’

tist, charch,. The iate. Dr., Duyean,, in, bis

history of the  Baptisis, bas showp, quite

came hither trom the old world—for the

churches in New Kogland, New Jersey, and
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The eacly Baptists of ‘the United States
most part from Wales. The first Baptist

Pennsylvania——the first in the order of time
in the ecuntry~—were largely of. Cambrian or
Welch extraction, embracing alike their min-
isters and | rivate members. »

The Welch Baptists ¢laim their origin “di-
reot irom the Apostles, and their claim bas
never heen successfully controverted. They
maintain that the light of a pure Christianity
has been.proserved among their people during
all *tho dark ages.”” ' True, there is no writ-
ten histor7 covering all this period, and pro-
bably there never will be. The circumstances
under which they lived were altogether un-
favorable to the gnthering of materials for
suck a history. They were a pastoral people
dwelling in their mountain’ bomes. They
were subjccted to almost eonstant persecution,
and theretore sought to conceal themselves in
their mountain rcoesses, that have been so
appropriately styled the * Picdmont of Brit-
ain.” And yet the fact of their early exis-
temce is placed beyond peradventure or doubt,
They attracted th> attention of the Romish
church, and as early as the year 597 a monk
visited thém, by the name of Austin, who
sought to win them to hisiviews. Tney mét
him in a great Convocation of twelve hundred
pastors and delegates, whon he Jaid before them
three distinot prépesitions, all of which they
rejocted. The first related to the observance
of KEaster; the sccond required their submis-
sion to Austin as a preiute of the ehurch
ahich he represcuted ; and the third demand-
ed that they should give + Christendom,”

These conditions very clearly define the po-
sition of those to whom they were addressed
and by whom they were rejected. They
would not administer infant baptisw ;- they
would not yield to the demands ot the Kng-
lish or Romish church; they would not od-
serve a festal day appointed by that church.
And you observe the date of thig ocourrence.
[t was io the year 597, or nearly twelve hun-
dred and seventy yeirs ago.

The Kuglish Baptists are able to trace
their principles and practices with great dis-
tinotness through a period -of more thao five
tundred years. They ure now, and huve
long been, a power in that land.  The late
De. Oba'mers pronounced thew, **tor their
pumber, the most ioteliectual body in  Kug.
land.” Their annals are not otly adorued by
such names as Hall, Ryland, and Fuller,
Carey, Marshman, aod Ward ; but in earlier
times, by the names of Wickhffs, Bunyuu,
and Mutoo.

Bat, leaving the Baptista of Eaglicd, we
pass over to Continental Europe. And bere
we first weet the Datch Baptists in Hollind,
That they are a very sucicot poopl:, we
have the highest proot of bistory. Mosheim
says; * The truc origin of thut sect, which
acquired the vame of Anabuptisis, i Aid-in
the remote depths of antiquily, and 1 conise.
quently extivmely difficult to be asceriuined.”
Zwiungle, the Bwiss reidrmer, who was 1o lov-
er ot the Baptists, says : ¢ The instituti.n vl
Anabaptism i3 no novelty, but for thirteen
hundred years bas caused great disturbance
in the church. As Zwiogledied in 1531, bis
docysation wonld show tbat the Bapulsis date
us tar back, at least, as iwo huodred years al-
ter tho death ot Christ. Bat we huve a bet-
ter testimony than thiy, . A f;w years ago, the
kibg ol ‘Holigod difected Dp) Dérmope, his
cavplain, and Dr. Ypeij, au theological pro-
fessor, 10 prepare a history of the Retormed
Duteb Chureh. - In that (history, they bear
the lollowing munly aud gencrous testimory
cuncerniog tho Dutéh Baptists. They say:
« We have now seen, that the Baptists, wao
were lormerly called Apabaptists, wod in later
tiaies, M.souites, were the original: Waulden
ses, aud have long i the bistory ot the church
received the honor ol that orgio. . U this
acoount the Daptists may be considered,” they

has st.od sinee' the ayosties and as a Chris-
dociriucs ol the gospel threugh all agyes.”

mony, but Reformed Duieh,

Zwingk.' thai the Baptisis hrd beew

couclusively that they didpos,.
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fore his day, a

He says :

that origin,”

and whew Robingos,
» Trinitarian Baptists.”
attract attentivn 1o the seventh century.

never in that Chureh,

tists have a bistory.

add ~ the only Christian communily, which

tian sociely, which has, proerved pure the

#+« Nor is this ull,

of the éhireh tor *hirteen buudred yeurs be-| alivays, yioided o ‘oth

before him.

WHOLE SERIES.
3\’01.. XXX. No. 18.

=i

nd add to the two the record ot claimed for themsclves. While they have
Mosheim, that their origin * is hid in the re- suffered untold persecation for the truth’s
mote depths of antiquity,” and you have es- | sake, they have never persecuted in return;
tablished as thoroughly as any fact of history | while they have freely given their blood as
can be éstablished from this style of testimony, | martyrs for the truth, the blood of martyrsis
that the Baptists can successfully trace their | not found upon their garments.

genealogy far back towards the apostolic age
Ot the German Baptists we have littie
need’ to spéak. ' Hvery reader of histery
knows that thny weére numerous not ohly in
the times of Lather, but long
Ot the part they bore in the relormation,| Tgrrer IT1.—Tue Woros 1§ ITaLIOS
Banecrott, the great American historhn, him- '
selt not a Baptist, has made a poble record. Let an observant reader take up an Eoglish
o With a grea(er consisgency than Blble, and he Ji“ notice in it some words
Lather, they applied the dootrines of the re- printed io " italic letters. Being accustomed
formation to the social positions of lite, and | to find such words in other books emphatic, or
threatened an end to

or the Chnistian Messenger.

Letters. on Rcevision.

priest-craft and king- |of special imporiance, he attempts to give

'

w1

craft, spiritual dcmination, titles, and vassa- | them their usual stress ; but perceives he can
lage. They were trodden under foot with | Dot do it and make sense. He feels that he
foul reproaches aod most arrogant scprs, and fnust now learn some new rule for the use of
their history is written in the blood ot thou. italics § and ‘e csn wvot’ help thinking, Why
sands’ ol the German peasantry; but their gbogld there be an established rale for using
prinaiples, secure in their immortality, escaped italicized words in other books, and a differ.
with Rdger Williaws to Providence, and hiz ent or contrary rule for their usc in that one
colony is witness that naturally the paths of Book, which God gave for all to read and try
the Baptists are paths of treedom, pleasant- |0 understand ?

‘ness, and peace,”
Following the line of Baptist history, we Book, as hé gave it to men, are no such ital-
must pass over the -Alps into' ‘the vales and isized words.  But in translating that book
among the rocky fastnesses of Piedmont ; for,|10t0 Haglish, in order to give it full meaning
as already shown from the testimony ot Drs, |1t Was thought: neeessary to use some words in
Dem)Qn[ and Ypeij' the Bap[ists were * the the Englwh where ro oorresponding words are
original Waldeyses, and have long, in the tound in the inspired Hebrew andeGreek.
history of the church, received the nonor of Such words were printed with a different
That people have been known style of type, and are now found in italies.
under different names, Waldenees, Albigenses, These italicized worde in the Common Ver-
Y ” | Oathiari, Poor Men of Lyous and Vaudois ; | 8100, however, besides being unemphatie, of-
that is, infant baptism o . their children. bu:, during the long dark ages of the chureh, ten render a sentence less concisc and foroi-
they beld last the faith, and preserved the or. | ble, and someti nes they manifestly encumber
dinances as they were delivered to the saints, [itt See Maw 1:6;8:15;4: 25; 5: 20;
They have boen appropriately styled « the|18: 17; 16: 2, 3.

burnieg bush” of the Chrjsiian dispencation. | - It any word is necessary in English to give
The fires ot persecuﬁon have yaged around | the fall apd eéxact meaning ot the Hebrew or
(hem, heatcd 1o the intensity of Nebuchad. | Greek original, that word is in reality a part
uezzar's furnace ; but they have ot been con- | of the travsiatiou, and should be printed with

To this inquiry we would reply: In God’s

she sawe kiod of letters as the rest ot the

B:yond this people we find the Paalicians, triusiations . And- if ‘any word is mot meces-
of whom the Euipress Theodora caused o less [sary to give the semse of the origival, it
than one hundred thousand to be put to death, suould not have a phoe in the translation.
the historian calls' Tnese are now ackuowledged principles ; and
Tuey first began to their application to the New Testament by
Lo | \be learn.d revisers hus swept entirely away
the tourth century the Dooatists arose, hold. the ‘avow.alous and cumbersome words 1o
ing the ssme genaral views ; and in the Lhird | takios See, 1o the Revised Lestament, the
the Novatians. |
But 1 veed proceed no farther in tkis direo- Yeu iu o jew instanses, it may be desirable
These statements sufficicutly indicate | ludicate Lo ihe ordinary reader of the
the line of inquiry by which we undertake to | Soriptures, a weuning  which the scholar
show that gospel courebes. such us were)clesrly soes is ¢mplicd 10 the original, although
planted by the Saviour aud bis upostles, bave | Ut luily expressed in the written words. la
been preserved through all the succeediog such » case, the reader wight be emvarrassed,

passages last relerred to,

or wight overiook the implied mesning, wod

This glance at Baptist history issafficicnt to | 10 Cowscquence ‘wisappr -bend  the passage.
establish eeveral important propositions; as|lu the Rovised Tesiament, such a meuniug,
for exawple, that the Baptists did not cowe | uourring in some twenty-six passages, is ia-
out of the church ot Rowe, either at the time | dicated by Que or more words .incliosed ia
of the Reforwation, or at any other tiwme;|brackets [ ]
wod for the best of all reasous; they twere|32;12:0,7,8.19. 1 Cor. 11:20. 2Cor.
This view accords |34 1 18. Gal 2: ).

wilh the tes imony of Sir [saue Newton wao| Brackews.are uiso used to iaclose passages
suid : » The Baptists are the only body ot | Lbat are wabhag 1o Wwost ot the oldest anod
Chiristisns that has not sywbolized with the|besi wavusoripts. Sce Juo. 7: 53—8: 1L
caurch of Rome.”
These statemeats also snow that the Bap- AQuzpks.
In the light of such —
tucis as have been given, it will bardiy do to
speik of thear as ** a people of yesterday,”
ar of their system of faith and practice, ‘as
a0 * upstart rystem.”

Again, this gla ce at the bistory of the Sénking times are praying times with the
Biptists shows, that they have always boou Liord’s scrvants.,  Veter uveglected prayer at
wbe fiem sud consisteat advocatesof religivus | swartiug upoo his veaturous joursey, but
This has ever been & cardial jen-| waen he begao to sivk, bis dapger made bim
ture 1o their fauith and polity, snd by their | suppliant, sud pis ccy, though late, was not
waintéounce of it they bave wade the Utrie- | 100 late, Lo our bours of bedily pain aud
tian world greatly their debtors. Upon this | mental anguish, we find vurselves as naturally
poiat, were it needed, there could be given|drivan to prayer a8 the wreck is driven upon
an array of testimouy, of which the tollowing | the shore by the Waves, The fox hies o its
is & sawple. Said the late Judge Story, wheu | bola tor prowction ; the bird flies to the wood
speakiug of  the Baptists : *la the code ol | lor shelter ; aod even s0, the tried believer
iuws established by them in Rhbode Llslund, | hastens to the werey-seat for salety. Heay-
we read tor the first time since Christicoivy ep's great harbor of retuge 8 All prayor;
usoehded the throne of the Cesars, that de.|thousands of weathey-beaten  vessels { :
claration that' éopsciznce should be fréé, and
wen should not be panished lor worshippiog
Gud ia the way they were pe
Lvis as true 46 it is muvly and’ geverous.|q
| Pat | this, testiony  with  the decus t;qu

dislur

See Juo. T: 89. Rom. 9: 81,

Row 11:6. 1 Pet. 4: 14

Sinking Pecter.

“ Beginning tu sink, he ¢ried, saying, Lord, save
me,”—Mat. Xiv, 30,

4Ne
found a haven there, apd Lhe moment a storm
coes on, it is wise for us to make for it with

he ze- | all sail.

‘Short ' priyers gré long, enaugh. Phcre

Tbo'mptbu. i holding | weré but thres words i the petition which.
tust 10" thiy prineiple of rehigious Liberty, bave Peler g“ﬁ)ed dut, bt {iiey' Were au £k
ers what thiy ‘haye

bis purpose, they reashed the' ear §f Jesdy,.
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