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“ As good as a Christian.”’

¢ 1 fear thas my hbusband will stumble into
bell over the faults of professing Christians,
Such was the remark of a Jady whose husband
belonged to that large class in every community
that live on the faults and inconsistencies of the
children of God. They elaim that they are as

: wi:e. : IR ood as Christians, and look for the Christian’s|tant chambers of this vast Lall : and now the T
his "l’i 1’ thaok you; T do pot driak )" wap foy in the world to come, . _ { ring of bells broke musically on the ear, and ,';',f:"dhm”';:' M‘h. gm&:? :::” ;::m:f
ph l,l:b{ "+ | what nonsense.” ske returned. “ No It need_ pot for a moment be demed. that | the far away toll of rome solemn church bell,| wintering well-is more than balt settld  Fresh
Y 0! Christians have faults, and arg not as consistent | added its voice to the harmony : the Alpine| foed, o little meal daily, and carefiil beltéring,

one has refused it this evening, and 1 don’t in-
tend to allow you to be the first. Come, just
one glass, it can’t burt any one,”’

« [ cannot do it,” he answered gravely, ¢ tor
1 bave determined never to taste a drop.”

« Come bere, Emma,’’ called the lady. **1
want you to ceax this obstinate young man to
take a little wine, I know he will not refuse

oun.”

d Emma took the glass in ber Jittle white hand,
and with a smile which few could have resisted,
said, * Come James, you will take just this one

_ glass P*’

; « No Emma,” be answered with a painful ef-
fort. * 1 have made vp my mind, and you must
mot ask me to change it.”

“ Then you shall not accompany me home
to-night, My, B——' said Ewmms, with an
angry flash of hér dark eye, * now take your
<hoice.”

++ 1 must bid yon good bye then, Emma, if it
come 1o that,” he raid sorrowtul, * I would
gladly do apy thing else for you, but that I can
net do.” uyfng, be ed and turned

“away.
“‘guor mind, Emma, I'll see you home,’’ said
& young man stending near, whoeo flusbed face
betokened that- he had taken more than one
glass. + Let bim go, the ill-mannered fellow ;
who caves 7"’
he offered bis arm, which Emma

as they ought to be, Every true believer in
Christ will tell you that be is a greater sinner
than you thick be js. He knows the secret
jaults of bis heart. You only know the incon-
sistencies of his outward conduet.

And yet there is a heaven-wide difference
beiween the most unworthy child of God and
the most moral and upright man who is not a
Christian. The ove will be saved ; the ether,
unless he repent, will be lost. The one has
consecrated himselt to the service of God, and
bas the promise of God's strength to bcl; him
purify bis beart and life. His beavenly Father
is working in bim day by day the work of sanc-
tification. The other is Jiving without God,
living for self ; and not simply standing still in
his wickedness, bat day by day growing worse
—‘:’srdening himselt more and more against
God. ‘

The assertion so often made by men of un,
renewed hearts, “ | am asgood as a Christian.” is
made as an excuse for not becoming a Christian,
It is made to cheat the conscience, which ie tell-
ing all those who make such a boast, # You are
not as good as & Christian.”” Well 'indeed will
it be those thus deceiviog themselves, if
they open their eyes to their true state, ere
they stymble into bell over the faults of pro-
fessed Christians,

We attempt not to - palliste or exeuse these
faults, Christians ought to live lives of great-
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