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For the Christian Messenger.

'Bastern New Brunswick Baptist
~Association.

L
Mg. EpITOR,—

Perbaps a few words from this north country
would be acceptable to some of your readers.
We found at Moncton as we entered the cars a
goodly number ot Ministers anid Delegates going
northward to the Association. We were only a
short time at Shedia¢, and were on our way in
the Bieamer for M ramichi.  We bad pleasant
companions and the season was ore of profit.

Stopping at Richibucto we were informed that

the boat wculd not preceed *ill morning. We
went on shore and were kindly entertained by
some friends of other years, with whom we were
pleased to renew our acquaintance and fellow-
ship. A religions meeting was appointed in the
Temperance Hall, and well attended ; an inter-
esting address from Bro. Hopper oo the life of
Mannassab, was listened to with deep feeling.
A nomber of addresses followed, and we all felt it
good to be there. The next day we steamed on
to our place of destination. The sail up the
river is delightful, calling at Chatham we were
taken into custody by Rev, E, Hickson and
Brother Jobn Harding who se~med overjoyed to
meet those who had started for the Aseociation.
Places had been provided for the visitors, Per
eons of all denominations opened their houses
for our reception, and we felt weé were, ¥ one in
Christ.” ‘Their hospitaility abounded, may
their peace and Jove much more abound. The
Session ' thus far has been one of unity and
love.

 The various objects of interest have received
special attention.

Brother Edwards, Mcderator,

Brother E, C. Cady, Clerk.

Brother R. F. Rattray, Assistant Clerk.

Brother John Harding, Treasurer.

The Asscciation commenced with a religious
Conference. It was a delightful season, a time
of retreshing from the presence of the Lord.
Bro James Tozer, the oldest minister in the
Associatiop, referred to his former labors in this
section of the country, He alluded in a touch-
ing manner to Bro. 8. Robineon, whom he first
met in the Association at Fredericton with his
Brethren, all of whom with the exception of the
speaker had passed away. FPreaching in the
evening by Brother Hopper. On Friday the
Association Sermon was preached by Dr. Spur-
den. It was a clear lorical discourse delivered
in & masterly manner with great unction and
power. You will hear more of it ata fature
time.

The sobject of Education was taken opin the
afternoon. 'I'he report on the Visitor was well
suphorted. Some suggestions offered that would
apply well to your valusble paper also—such as
ministers writing ofiener-~taking a deeper in-
terest in ire circulatiop, and endeavouring to
have it well support«d. The report on ‘L'em-
perance wps also adopted, but as the Temper-
snce bod.es bad requested a l'ublic Meeting for
Monday evening, the discussion was deferred
and the report laid over as a text for the speak.
ers, on that important occasion.

A Missionary Meeting was beld on Friday
evening, addrewses by Revds E. C. Cady, G.
W. M. Carey, Jas. Tozer, Archibald, Charlton,
and Bro. May. It wasasuccess. Other brethren
beld a religious service at Douglas town in
Temperance Hall. Bro. Rattray, preached to an
attentive congregation, exhortations were given
by Brethren Coleman and others present.

The Cirgular Letter is one of value, 1 bope
you will copy it in due time into the Messenger,
It refers to “ Our Mission'' as a deoomination,
~as Baptists. There are services appointed in
s nomber of places of worship in this and all
the region round for Lord’s day, and we hope i
will be a day of God’s power and grace.
There are about sixteen Ministers present,

\ They all seem to be interested in the Mission

field, and will doubtless do more on their returp
for the support of the Missionary cause. Truly
the harvest is great, the laborers are few. May
we all pray the Lord of the barvest to raise up
and.send forth faithful labourers into the Vige-
yard. ’
Oxe yroM THE EAsT,
Newenstle, Sept. 33nd, 1866.

—

Trovaenr, Ligur.~In order that man may
read man’s books, he must first be educaled to
vead man's language, So, in order to read

God's books of | l!in;rropbooy and nature,
we require the teachings of the Holy Spirit to
assist us in scquirin s language : until thep
we are ignorant, and cannot read. b.

'For the Christian Messenger. |
Notes on & recent Tract. ;

DeEAR: BROTHER,— ; |

A emall pamphlet was published last summer,
bearing the followitg lengthy title :—* Puseyism
and Semi-Popery of the Rev. J. M. Cramp
D. D., President of Acadia College, N. 8. ; being
a reply to the literary character of a Catechism
recently published by that gentleman on Chris.
tian Baptism. In a letter addressed to the
learned author, by the Rev. D. F. Hutchinson,
Minister of St. Paul's Church, Bridgewater,
N. 8, Author of the ¢ Essay on the I.ord's day,’ |
* Biblical Chart,’ * Discourse on Christian Bap- |
‘tism,” * God's own Church,’ ¢ Rhetorical Cate-
chism, ¢ Class-Book of Rhetoric,” and * Astro- |
nomical Philsophy.’”

A coneiderable portion of the pampblet con-
sists of positive assertions contradictory to state-
ments made in the Catechism. Where 1 eay
“ Yes,” Mr. H. says “ No,” and vice versa.|
Now, as | have yet to learn that argument way
be superseded Ly mere contradiction, my first
impression was that 1 need not trouble myself to
reply. Reviewing the pamphlet a second time,
 however, I noticed some ' particulars to which it
may be worth while to call thé attention of your
readers, " :

1. At page 5. Mr. H. says, * You contend
that the verb means immersion, and nothing but
jmmeision.'’  He is referring to the word bapto.
'Flix is one of the numerous instances of misre-
presentation with which the tract abounds. Mr.
H. con'inually applies to 0% word what is sajd
about another word. [ argue from the meaning
ol. baptizo, and he answers, or attempts to an-
swer. by adducing the meanings of bapto.

I have not used the language which Mr. H.
ascribes tome. 1'have said (p. 84 ot Catechism)
that bapto * not only signifies to dip o immerse.
but aleo to dye, and stain—meanings which bap-
tizo never bears.” 1 know, as well a» Mr.
that the secondary meaning of the word bapl
leads to various uses of it, of which he has giveh
some examples, borrowed without acknowledge
ment from Dr. Carson. But that does rot affeet
the question as it regards baptizn. And it is
proper to remark tbat the meaning of words is not
to be determined by etymology merely, or even
by derivation—much less by faney—but always
by usage. I bave shewn in the Catechism that
the uvsage of the best writers, has sufficiently
determined the meaning of baptizo,

2. Mr. Hutchinson says (p. 10.) “ that verbs
ending in zo are precisely of the same power
and signification with the primitives from which
they are formed, and that zo, or izo, is added
only for the sake of euphony’’; In applyinz this
remark, to baptizo, as derived rom baplo, he
remarks (p.11,) that * baptizo is not quite 8
baptn, but only sometbing approximating to it
In vo single case does it signify an increase of
the primitive words, but always falls short of
what is denoted by it * * ®  Agbaplo signi
fies to wet, as I have already proved, so baptize
cannot signify my thing more, but something less,
which would be to sprinkle,” How these state.
ments are to be reconciled, is another question
For my own part 1 must confess myself unable
to conceive bow two words can have * precisely
the same power and signification,” and yet one
mean “something less” than the other, Besides,
Mr. H. bas already affirmed that baplo means to
spriokle : if baptizo signifies * something less.”
what is *something less " than sprinkling ?
Our author has not explained his meaning here.
Perbape 1 may belp him a little. Some years
ago I went to a Presbyterian Church in Mon.
treal and heard a wortby minister preach
After the sermon an infant was brought to him
He put bis finger in a basin of water, and
gently touched the ckild’s forehead. It was
neither sprinkling nor pouring, but * something
less."” Would Mr, H. bave us believe that this
is the meaning of baptizo !

Bat haé Mr. Hutchinson never beard of fre-
quentatives? Does he not know that verbs in
zo are often of that character ? Does be not
know, for instance, that ballo means to throw, to
cast—but that ballizo wmeans to throw the leg
about, to dance ;—that ripfe a'so means to throw
~~but that riptazo —means to throw to and fro, to
toss abeut ;—that steno weans to groan or sigh—
but that stenazo means to groan or sigh deeply,
\often ;~that aileo means to ask——but that aitizo
means to beg :—that erpo means to creep—but
erpuzo means to creep slowly, to crawl ! Hun.
dreds of additional instances might be forth
iu-hrrm the very word now in dispute will
be a sufficient Wlustration. Baptize is derived
from bapte. Well bapto means, accordivg to
Liddell and Scott, Yo dip, snd baplize means to

dip repeatedly. Here is not “Mnl&n,f
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3.1 have argued from the uniform practice
of the Greek Church, In epposition to this
Mr. H. produces some alleged instances of so-
called baptism in the Greek Church by sprink-
ling or pouring. 1 will adduce some evidence
on the ather side.

. “The Greek christen their children immedi-
ately afier their birth, or within a few days at
least, dipping them in warm water.” Hassel-
quist’s Travels, p. 894. i

“ The Greeks rétain the rite of immersion to
this day ; as Jeremiah the patriarch of Constan-
tinople declares,” Duylingius.

“ The modern Greek Church detines baptism
to be, ¢ A cleansing, or taking away of original
sin, by thrice dipping or plungirg into the
water’; the priest saying at every dipping, ¢ In
the name of the Father, Amen ;and ot the
Son, Amen; and of the Holy Ghost, Amen.’
This thrice dipping, or plunging jnto the water,
this church bolds to be as necessary to the form
of baptism, as water to the mauer.” Sir Paul
Ricant’s * Present State of the Greek Churchs
p. 163.

“ The Greek Church umformly praetises the
trine immertion, undoubtedly the most primitive
manner.” Dr. King's * Rites and Ceremonies
of the Greek Church in Russia,’ p. 192,

I am iudebted for these quotations to Booth's
Prdobaptism Examined, i. 289, 240,

% There ean b no question that the original
form ol baptism—the very meaning of the word
—was compl-te inmersion ip the deep bap-
tismal waters ; and that, for at least four cen-
taries, any other. form was either unknown, or
regarded; unless in the case of dangerous illness,
as an exception, alu.ost a wonstrous case. To
this form the Kastern Church still rigidly ad-
heres ; and the most illustrions and venerable
portion of it, that of the Byzantine Empire [the
Greek Church], abeolutely repudiates and ig-
noves auy otber mode of administration as

/| essentially invalid; The Latin Church, on the

other hand, dopbtless in deference to the re-
quiremen:s of a northern climate, to the change
of manners, to tha vonvenienne of custom, bas
wholly altered the mode, preferring, as it would
tairly say, mercy to sacrifice ; and (with the iwo
exveptions of the .cathedral of Milan, and the
seut of the Baptists) alew drops of water are
now the Western substitute tor the threefold
plunge into the rushing rivers, or the wide bap-
\isteries of the East,” I'ean Stanley's Lectures
on the Eastern Church, p. 29,

“ Before the immersion, the whole party, pre-
ceded by the priest and the godiathers, make a
solemn procession round the font: this is re-
peated three times in the name of the Faiher,
tbe Son, and the Holy Ghost. - Then the priest
vonsecrates the water, and puts a metal cross
into it ; and afterwards immerses the cbild three
(imes, again in the three sacred names; and
lastly pronounces the baptismal came bestowed
on him.”” Kohl's Russia, p. 251,

How it was that in the cases adverted to by
Mr. Hutehinson there was a deviation from the
well known practice of the cburch, and bow the
pacties could justify themselves for such devia-
tion, it is vot my business to inquire. But I am
strongly inclined to suspect that the narratives
adduced by Mr. H. are incomplete.

4. Mr. .H. says, * Delingius [it sbould be
Deylingius] as quoted in Booth's Pmdobaptism
Examined, says, * The Greeks at this day prac-
tice SPRISKLING.' (The Capitals are Ais).

‘This is a case of gross misrepresentation,
Deylingius says no such thing. These are his
words :—** It is manilest, that while the agosties
lived, the ordinance of baptism was adwipistered,
not out of a vessel, or a baplistry, which are the
marks of later times ; but out of rivers and
pools; and that, not by sprivkling, but by im.
- mersion, . 'Bo long as the aposties lived,
as many believe, immemsion only was used; to
which afterwards, perbaps, they added @ kind of
pouring, such as the Greeks practice at this day,
having perjormed the trine immersion.” Booth i
194, That is according to Deylingius, they
firpt dip the infants thrice, and then pour water
upon them. That they do dip them, is certain ;
whether they afterwards pour water on them,
for any onexplained purpose, which ceremony
Mr. H's informants mistgok for the taptism pro-
per, may be reearded as a moot point.

5. I give the following extract from Mr. H.'s
concluding paragraph, as a literary curigsity :—
# 1 hereby pledge myeelf to pay one bundred
dollars of lawful money to your Mismsionary, or
any other Sociely connected with your sect
whioh you may seleot to receive it, if you can
find one clear gase of immersion in' the whole
New Testament in coopection with Christian
baptiem. If you can prove that St. Paul, bap-
tized ae be was in & sick chamber, Acts ix. 18.,

as Mr. H. would Lave us believe, but something

was immersed ; or that the Jallor of Philippi,

more, | baptised as he was in the middle of the night,

—

and in jail, Acts xiii. 33, received the ordinance
by immersion. :

1t 1 were disposed to make myself ridiculous
I wight imitate Mr. H., and ofler him five
bundred dollars, or any other sum, if he could
find one clear case of sprinkling in the whole
New Testament, in connection with Christian
baptism ; or if he could prove that the Apostle
Paul was baptized “in a sick chamber,” or the
ailor of Philippi *“ in jail.” But I cannot des-
cend to such folly. Our controversies should be
conducted with manliness, and in a Christian
spirit.

Mr. H, refers to * Dr. Richard Fuoller”’ as an
author from whose writings he supposes I have
drawn some of my arguments. As I have no
work on baptism bearing the name of  Fuller,"
and have not seen any, his conjectures are un«
founded.

In conclusion 1 will observe that while here
and there an eccentric individual who courts no-
toriety is bold enough to affirm, in the face of
criticism and history, that baptizo does not mean
to immerse, and that immersion is not baptism,
the cestimony of the truly learned in fawour of
our practice is becoming more and more empha-~
tic. The following passages are noticeable 1~
Speaking of Jobu's baptism, M. De Pressense,
the learned opponent of Rénan, says, “ If for
ablatious he substituted immersion, it was better
0 represent the gravity of the disease which
was 10 be bealed.” Speaking of the baptism
of our Lord, he remarks, * Scarcely is be
plunged in the waters of the stream when a
glorious vision ~ompletes the illumination of the
Baptist.” * Jesus Christ, bis Life and Times,”
pp- 244, 250, :

* The usual forni of the act was immersion, as .
is plain from the originai meaning of the Greek
baptizein and baptismos ; from the analogy of
John's baptism in the Jordan ; from the apostles
comparison of the sacred rite with the miracu-
lous passage of the Red Sea, with the escape of
the ark from the flood, with a cleansing and
refreshing bath, and with burial and resurrec-
tion ; finally, from the custom of the ancient
church, which prevails in the . East to this day.”
D¢, Philip Schafi”s ‘History of the Christian
Church, p. 128. Dr. Schaff is Professor of
Theology in the Theological Seminary of the
German Reformed Chburch, Mercersburg, Penn-
sylvania,

“ At first Christian baptism commonly tock
place in the Jordan ; of course, as the church
spread more widely, also in private houses.
Like that of John, it was by immersion of the
whole person, which is the only meaning of the
New Testament word. - A ‘mere pouring or
sprinkiing was pever thought of Paul made
this immersion a symbol of burial with Christ,
and the emerging a sign of resurrection with
Him to a vew life ; baptism is a “bath.” Of
the Ethiopian's baptism it is said that both he
and Philip went down into the water, and so the
evangelist baptized him. There was no longer
preparation for baptism ; ouly the -ninn,l
condition of faith in the kingdom of God and
its Founder was required. The apostles had po
hesitation in admitting multitudes to baptism
who koew very little of Christian doctrine,
whose faith was but a very undeveloped senii-
ment, ratber a desire. than a fixed consgious-
ness. The act of baptism took place by ques-
tion and answer. The postulant was ssked if
he renounced Satan and gave bimeelf to Christ ?
Thenge Peter says that, as of old the believing
and the uobslieving were separated by the
flood, which to the former brought  salvation
and was a seal of Divioe grace, so naw is bap-
tism not a cleansing of bodily Glth, but the an-
swer of a good comsience toward God. (2
Peter iii, 21.) There is no proof or hins in the
New Testament that the aposties baptized in-
fants or ovdered them $o be baptized,” Dollen-
ger's * Fimst Age of Obristisnity and the
Church,” Dr, D. is Professer of Ecclesiastical
History in the University of Munich,

Yours truly,
J: M. Cranr.

Acedia College, Sept. 25. 1866.
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Tax Hesnxw New Year.-~Yesterdsy and
to-day is commemorated by those of the Hebrew

, what s . kwown es their
Fw gm. These days ate  the firss of the

month of Tisbri, 5025, from the om-"
tign. . Preliminary prayer are beld in
. g g "c'u-‘w of Atovement which
to Yom . | w
::kn.plm on. W » the 18th, and which

terminates the ten days of fasting, humiliation
and prayer, commencing wext Mounday.—Mon-
M%w. Sept. 11(A.

There hwub»m way to learn than te
aalth

Nom%nlhiummviﬁhhm

B




