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CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
all sincerity fo make this inquiry :—Have we in 
deciding questions of duty, anything to do with 
consequences ? Is mot the general principle 
that “ duties are ours and events God's” sound, 
and worthy of adoption in this case? But 

waiving this, I for one have not yet seen how 

Discipline any more than Dissolution tends to 

create discord and destroy union. And setting 

aside the consideration that such a supposition 

seems like a reflection upon the wisdom of Hin 

who instituted the one, but who, so far as we 

have been informed, bas nothing to do with the 

other, let ue inquire into this a little more 

minutely. ‘The Divine Law of Discipline for 

all offences as adopted by our churches in their 

Covenant, and interpreted by Dr. Tupper, is 

recorded in Matt. xviii. . In the case described, 

those who resolved to disband were doubtless 

the same individuals who composed the new 

body and invited others to join them. Now this 

ia the question, Why could they not as well have 

faithfully applied this law in the case of all de- 

Yinquents, as to pursue the course they did? 1 

admit that the process might have been more 

tedious and difficult, but in the absence of proof, 

must maintain that it would bave been in every 

respect far better. “ Yea, let God be true, but 

every man a liar.” And the fact that it had 

been long neglected, instead of being a good 

reason for setting it aside altogether, might 1 

think very properly have been urged as a 
powerful motive for delaying it no longer. And 

instead of cresting, it appears to me just the 

plan of all others to allay and prevent strife 
and animosity. Even in the case of the incor- 
rimible, would there not be less room for com- 
plaint if thus dealt with, than if summarily 
disposed of as in Dissolution ? Or to use the 
Dr's. comparison, would it not be about as well 
for the materials, if the building were to fall of 
its own accord, as for it to shattered “in 
ieces by one fell blow ? But a church is in 

Reripture compared to the body, Now in case 
of diseased limbs, which plan would be most 

worthy of sipption, to disjoint, dismember, and 
tear asunder the unhappy victim, or remove the 
corrupt parts by careful surgery ? Or in that 
of a tree or vine—another Bible similitude—is 
health more likely to be restored by violent up- 
rooting and resetting the at bave re- 
mained sound, or by faithful pruning? Dr. 
Tupper supposes that there is a point beyond 
which Seriptural Diecipline is impoesible, and 
yet a charch wo sufficient vitality to ren- 
der a vote of Dissolution necessary to the re- 
moval of the candlestick. In my opinion, when 
it is capable of intelligently dissolving, it is per- 
fectly competent to enforce Discipline, however 
long it may have been neglected, or however 
large a proportion of its members are likely in 
this way te be cut off. And further, that when 
discipline has become impossible, dissolution is 
unnecessary—the church is already extinct. But 
just bere is one other consideration. Let it be 
admitted that dissolution may in some cases be 
resorted to, who is to decide when it is expedient, 
or when discipline should be enforced Can 
it be left an open question, and if so, does not 
the decision involve too great a respopsibility 
for any pastor whether young or old, or for any 
church whether great or small ? 
And now, 1 am ready to admit that the act of 

dissolution may result in apparent improve- 
mentp because the new body would evidently be 
purer than the old, and almost anything is bet- 
ter than entire neglect of discipline 1n some 
form. But this does not answer my question, 
Whether the subsequent history of those churches 
that haye tried it goes to prove that the plan is 
worthy of general adoption. I am uainted 
with one church that through the advice of a 
judicious and estimable Pastor resorted to this 
measure as the only available course. On ex- 
amination of their records, I learn that just two- 

thirds of the then members, either at the time 
of dissolution or subsequently, connected them- 
selves with the new body, and that but ten in 
all were bY he act permanently cut off. Some 
of these 1 became acquainted with nearly thirty 
years after, and it is instructive to know that, 
though, during all that time they bad been as 
consistent in every other respect as most church 
members, they coyld never be induced to re-con- 
nect themselves, stoutly maintaining that the 
act was unjustifiable, and that they were still 
members of the original body. One has since 
died in the triumphs of faith, and though, over 
against ber name on the Chureb-book, is the 
date of ber exclusion, corresponding exactly 
with that on which the new church was or. 
ganized, she is lovingly remembered as a con- 
sistent Christian, and it is confidently believed 
bas been received to the church triumphant, 
Another, deserving perbaps of equal commenda- 
tion, still lives, unwavering in her determina- 
tion. As to the church itself, after numerous 
additions, and much apparent prosperity, at the 
time I became acquainted with these individuals, 
it was thought by leading members-to_be a 
lutely necessary to repeat the operation, 
certainly there was at least as much occasion fi 
it as in the former instance, some forty—if I am 
correctly informed—baving since begn excluded 
for simple neglect. Perhaps a chapter from the 
history of those to whom allusion has been made 
by Dr, Tupper, would be a more satisfactory 
answer to the question, —bave such bodies be- 
come healthy, or is it the tendency of the act 
to render its repetition necessary ? ¢ 

Hoping that 1 will be pardoned fer any ap 
parent want of 

1 am, respectfully and sincerely, 
Young Pastor. 

\ 

OBITUARY NOTICES. 
Deacon AxtEONY WILKINS. 

Another conquest over earth’s dreaded con- 
queror ; another pledge of final and complete 
vietory. iu over desth, at Hanley 
Mountain, on the 21st ot Sept, Deacon Anthony 
Wilkins, aged 82 years. ; 
Few, from the Siary walks of life, have 

a character and history more deeply 
interesting for biographical portraiture. Few, 
with ex so varied and reminiscences so 
uncommen and abundant, have left less available 
material for a connected and adequate memoir. 
Were it not that the leading features of charac- 
ter and history were already imprinted on the 
memory of so many on earth, and that a perfect 
record is preserved for common in Heav- 
en, we should feel the loss of so much interest. 
ing incident and experience to be even greater. 
1 doubtless the entire record is correctly kept 
ti ’ ’ : 

“On that green and flowery mount 
Our willing souls shall sit, : 

And with tran ng Joy recount 
The labors of our feet. 

Once an earnest servant of Satan, no sooner 
did be experience the “ new creation” than he 
at once transferred the firm energy and fearless 
fervor of his character, into hearty allegiance 
and service to Christ. Baptized by Bro. I. E. 
Bill about 38 years ago, his motto from that 
time has been “8 up for Jesus.” Or, to 
use his own quaint words, “ Let us hold up the 

whether it has the flag or not.” 
Shortly before his death be said, “ In looking 
back I have one thing to comfort me, / have 
TRIED to hold up the cause. Yet Paul the 
Apostle was not more firm to hold or ready to 
acknowledge, ‘Yet not I, but the grace of 
God which was with me.’ ”’ 

Holding the fundamental doctrines of the 
ospel,—justification by faith, the election and 
nal perseverance of the saints, &ec.,—with a 

firm grasp, bis renewed life exhibited, to a 
marked degree, those strong and underlying 
principles of Christian faith and character. 
Prompt to perceive and ready to adopt,— 

irrespective of prevailing custom or prejudices, 
—whatever harmonized with the spirit of Chris 
tianity, he was among the first adherents and 
advocates of total abstinence in the country. 
If among Christian enterprises he was more 
interested in one than another it was the Foreign 
Mission. He bad seen in India, in bis youthful 
days, the degrading abominations of idolatry, 
and when by God's grace, Le wae brought to 
love and to labor for that * gospel which he 
once sought to destroy,” his soul never ceased to 
fire toward the Foreign and especially the Bur- 
man Mission. He not only gave according to, 
—and as some would think, beyond—his ability, 
but he sedulously taught his children by exam- 
ple and precept, to lay themselves out and even 
to make sacrifices for a cause so glorious, Many 
a hard-earped, carefully-saved penny bas thus 
gone from that once struggling little family, like 
seeds dropped on the deserts of idolatry to 
bloom and bear rich barvests for eternity. 
Burpe was remembered, in his bard struggles, 
by the obscure, sympathizing deacon. They 
have met ere this, it may be, with others saved 
from beathenism, through their prayers and 
labor, to blend their notes of adoring praise to 
their common Saviour. 

It there was cne Jipstitution of the church 
which be loved more that, another, it was the 
pr er meeting. Whether at home or abroad, 

oved to meet and pray with praying souls 
Once during a journey he was instrumental in 
the conversion of at least ope sinner, by holdin 
a prayer meeting with two or three otber Chris- 
tians whom he succeeded in gathering together 
on Sabbath. While bis strength lasted be eon- 
tinued, to attend, and labored to uphold this, as 
well as the other institutions of God's House, 
The peril of sinners, and the condition of 

backsliders, were equally a care and anxiety to 
him. His trouble concerning them was not so 
much communicated to others, as it was to 
them and to the Almighty, Many an uncen- 
verted sinner and backsliding Christian will lon 
remember bis faithful warnings and entreaties. 
In the prosperity of religion he seemed to be 
truly interested. When Zion languished, he 
seemed like oxe bowed down with age, infirmi- 
ties and sorrow. When Zion flourished, bis 
form svemed erect, bis step elastic, and his 
countenance animated as with youth, health 
and pleasure. As a Deacon, he met well the 
requirements, aud attained well to the position 
spoken of in Paul's direction to Timothy,— 
1 Tim, isi. 8-18. In short ** he. was a good man, 

“and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith,” Of 
bim it may be said, “ Write, blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord from henceforth ; 
yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labors, and their works do follow them.” — 
Communicated. 

Jonx Broperick, Esq. | 
Died on May 15th, of Typhoid Fever, John 

Broderick, Esq., residing in Five Islands, aged 6 
years. Our beloved brother was sick about five" 
weeks. “As is ueually the case in that fever, his 
euflerings were very severe. But be was rv 
poi + pt, and resigned to the divine will. 
By vature he ast mind and firm 
nerves. By the grace of God he had also » 
strong faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and a bles- 
sed bope of eternal life. ln bis sufferings he oft- 
en repeated a verse of a beautiful hymn: 
“ Jesus died on Calvary's mount, a long time ago.” 

“ Salvation’s rolling fountain now freely flows.” 

: gee F heim a od 
Ce gi towers the sun ou b 

heav shall be mine. 
oi Foe Biot bo &he 20 mos. 

Our dear brother was baptized, by that wor- 
thy servant of Christ, Rev. John ell in 
1844. He was ordained to the office of a deacon, 
which office he endeavoured to discharge until 
his death. He took a warm interest in the Re- 
deemer’s cause in Five Islands. He encouraged 
his fellow-christians to hold on their way. In 

viour, In public on the Sabbath, he would 
ift up bis voice in prayer ; and he also led the 
choir in singing the praises of ‘was al- 
waysiready: to entertain the ministers of Christ 
and all that entered his hospitable dwelling. ' He 
aleo discharged the office of magistrate with in 
tegrity and general satisfaction. He was much 

in the community and greatly lament- 
ed, and we bope that be is now uniting with the 
redeemed before the throne of God, in singing 
the song of Moses and of the Lamb.——Com. by 
Rev. James Reid. 

Religions Fntelligence, ink 
Norra Barmist CHURCH.—The Rev. J. E, 

Goucher baptized three persons om Sunday 
evening last. These, together with nine by 
letter, were afterwards received into fellowship 
The brethren are much encouraged by these 
indications of the Divine favour on the labors 

of their pastor. 

BosToN.—A new church edifice was recently 
ped at the corner of Warren Avepue and 

anton Btreet,-Boston, for the second Baptist 
Church of that city, formerly worshipping in 
Baldwin Place. It is described as follows :—1It 
is built of brick. Its general style is Gothic, 
The front consists of a small tower on the east 
side, 75 feet bigh ; a gable 80 feet bigh, to be 
surmounted with a cross 5 feet 6 inches in height; 
and the principal tower, 21 feet square and 60 
feet 6 inches high. The whole height of the 
principal tower and spire is 148 feet above the 
sidewalk, The length of the building is 118 
feet ; width 77 feet 10 inches. The main audi- 
torium is 82 feet long, 68 feet wide, and 50 feet 
high in the centre. The number of pews in the 
house is 216, and the number of sittings 1150, 
including the singers’ gallery. The pulpit plat 
form is raised four feet above the main audience 
floor, which inclines one foot in the whole length 
toward the pulpit. In the rear of the desk or 
sides of the chaucel, are chestnut tablets with 
the inscription on the left one—* The glory of 
this latter house shall be greater than of the 
former, saith the Lord of hosts ;” and on the 
right, “ And in this place will I give peace, saith 
the Lord of liosts,” Beneath the apex of the 
arch is a gl 
inscription, “ Holiness to the Lord,” which was 
the haveription upon the sounding board of the 
old church, when originally erected in Baldwin 
place. The sides of the arch are of glass, and 
are carved, with paintings of symbolic religions 
emblems. In the evening they are illuminated 
from gas burners in the rear. The pulpit and 
chancel furniture, pews, gallery fronts, organ 
case, doors and other inside finish are of black 
walnut and chestnut combined, enriched with|®P 
panels and woldipgs. The windows are of 
stained glass with emblematical designs. All 
parts of the house are well ventilated, lighted 
and warmed. In the basement is a fine large 
vestry, committee rooms, pastor's room, library, 
sexton’s room, &c, The exterior of the church 
makes a fine impression, while the interior ex- 
cites admiration by ifs rare combination of 
simplicity and crnament, its graceful ‘and im- 
pressive architecture, spaciousness and light, 
cheerful appearance. 

WesTERN EXTENSION —An Association of 
Baptist Churches was recently organized at 
Denver, under the title of the * Rocky Mountain 
Baptist Association of Colorado.” The breth- 

g|ren in that far west country appear to be taking 
the right view respecting Education and Mis. 
sions. The following are their resolutions on 
these subjects : 
We believe that while education is the hand. 

maid of. virtue, ignorance is the companion of 
vice. History and experience have taught the 
church that religicn and education should go 
band in band over the world ; therefore 

Resolved, That we will, to the extent of our 
ability, encourage education in this territory ; 
that we will fake measures to secure a college 
or University charter, and carry forward as fast 
as practicable, the erection ot boildings for the 
purpose of academic and collegiate education, 

Resolved, That we recommend to the churches 
tomprising this association that a united effort 
be made to raise funds to be in the hands 
of this Awwociation in. order uy Soucitape 
portions of our territory more 
supplied with the gospel of Christ, ’ 

i deplore the con: 
dition of the heathen world, acd that for® 
furtherance of the missionary cause, we recom- 
mend to the es that 8 quarterly day be 
set apart as a day earnest for“{he 
cause of missions, 
in each porn poy be Jase 9 3 

sent gospel to the needy 
hoe the a generally, 

Other resolutions respecting Foreign Missions 
and Baptist Publications were adopted. 
first session of the Rocky Mountain Baptist 
Association indicates a healthy christian life in At time he hy hpd. Lo pied those who wailed on 
its promoters. 

S 

‘twelve o'clock of the same day * far he 
The services of the oceasion 

the prayer-meeting he exhorted the young to seek | P*2 Erg Lah 

of rays, with a scroll bearing the Fivele in the district of Hj6rring and vicinity, a 

ia wpon, he rt Sunday 
bod 

SaiLING OF MISSIONARIES. - 1 
enlivening missionary. service in Cl 

com 
under the dome of a sunny October sky, on 
board the ship Bennington, to give the band of 
farewell to the missionaries who went forth as 

the heathen.” 
were memorable. Rev. Dr. Warren frosted. 
Rev. John Girdwood and Rev. Dr. Mills offered 

iver. Rev. Dr. Jeffery made the ‘farewell 
address, Mr. Stoddard and Mrs, Btoddard go 
out the second time as m ies, taking with 

two 
teen sixteen years. 
are, Rev. Messrs. Comfort and Sakis With 
their wives ; also Miss Gage and Miss Collins, 
the former a sister of Mra. Bixby, and having 
in view assistant missionary labor in educating 
the Shans and teaching them the * way of salva. 
tion” Rev, Messrs, Stoddard, Comfort apd 
Cushing each spoke briefly and feelingly. The 
bymn, * Yes, my native land, T love thee,” was 

1g, and the im ve service closed by a 
leave-taking of t missionary friends, whe 
go to re-inforce their co-laborers abroad, at. 
tended by the prayers and benedictions of thoy- 
sands at home, 

hters, at the ages respectively of four- 
— yd Eo 

a 

New MissioNARY BOCIETY.—A new society 
has been formed in England, called the Palestine 
Christian Union Mission to the Arabs, hmong 
whom a spirit of religious inquiry, it is said, is 
ra x spreading. The Arabs, it is believed, 
will converted, ‘make effective missionaries, 

to their nomadic character. It is pre- 
to send out a native Christian Arab, who 

been under training for the ministry in 
England, as the first” missionary, to be accom- 
panied by a skilful physician. His plan is to 
go bis native town, Bychar, near Jacob's well, 
and combine house-to-house visitation with teach- 
ing and preaching, 

owi 

DENMARK. 

Conferenc erence of Churches in Copen 
Baptists of Denmark beld their yearly Confer. 
ence in Copenhagen June 1 and 2, 1866. 
Twenty-seven delegue were present besides 
strangers, includi brea F, O. Nilsson, from 
Gothenburg, and Lindblom, from ,in 
Sweden. After organizing, the brethren re. 
ported in reference to the churches by which 
they were sent. From the returns it appears 
that many of the churches have been blessed by 
the reception of new members, Daring the 
past year, the church in Vandlose received 20 ; 
Aalborg, 3» ; Lolland, 4; priori 4; Lege. 
land, 2, and Copen , especially since the 
settlement of bro. Kote: and the commence- 
ment of the Sabbath school, which has enjoyed 
the Divine blessing, several,—particularly young 

rsons. ‘The church in Jetzmark reported re- 

region formerly the seat of bitter hostility, but 
now the home of thirteen or fourteen baptized 
believers, 

State of the Churches.—DMlany of the churches 
have bad ap eye to expansion, laboring to dif- 
fuse the gospel in the “ regions beyond;” others 
have been weighed down by difficulties, some 
the want of means, others in consequence of the 

position of the priests and people ; and still 
others as a result of the Joss of members who 
have emigrated to America. But some bave 
been able to send out laborers to extend the 
kingdom of God. A brother in Jutland has re- 
cently distributed 50 Bibles, 500 Testaments and 
pumerous tracts, 
From the statistics of 1865, it appears that 

the 17 churches i Denmark have received an 
addition of 187 by baptism; subtracting all 
losses by death, exclusion and emigration, the 
pet increase is only 88, Total bone of mew- 
bers at the beginning of 1866, 1702, 
* The two churches in Copenhagen, during the 
Conference, were united into one, ) 

C———— 

“MISSION TO THE SHANS, 
LETTER FROM MR. BIGBY, 

Germ of an Association.—In January a large 
npmber of Geekhos, Baukoos, Padoungs, Bghais 
and other tribes followed me to Toungoo, to at- 
tend a meeting of three days, which is likely to 
become an Association, It was held last year 
at Shwa-nau-ghyee, ‘There wasa dispute among 
the villagers this year, several claiming the right 
to have the meeting ; and, to settle the matter 
and upite all, | invited them to bold it with the 
church in Toungoo, All agreed, and so we 
avuided a break, or, at least, envious feelings. 
Not less than a hundred and fifty came irom 

the mountains. Quala was present and preached 
faithfully. We bad reports from the various 
preachers respecting their fields of labor, 
The reports were listened to by a la 

gregation, and were full of deep interg 
he meeting closed with a sermon from 

Moung Bee-dee in the ho 

con- 

language, at 
which the | ty Commissioner and wile, with 
nearly all the and ladies in the place 
were present. 
Neeghyau was present, and a wish 

to have the meeting next year as his village, 1 

or woke 13 ear, bas made pddenly rich, 
and he like other men under such cir- 
cometances. He is no less friendly to me. 

_ In many instances we have in dense 
jungles to pi to multitudes Who 

not see the good hand of our us 
in opening this road, giving us friends the 
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