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/ $76 © Sommerville’s Book on Baptism. 
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culiar callings'in ‘the presence of the specta- 
-dor, who will thus be enabled to fae se 
iin the busiest streets of Cairo, T 
wside of the- ook wi bo Ried 
“eeéption -of the Viceroy himsell 
beter will visit the Kxhibi on. 
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looking at the rubric of the Book of Commo 
Prayer, he might have scen that the Church 

The other be baptized shall be + dipped,” as the general 
| wp for the re- rule for both infants an | : 
It, ‘who it is riper “years.” Sprinkling of pouring may 

The same only be allowed in case it is certified * that: 

“soch as are of 

§ amy will also contain the oriental coffee- | the.child is weak,” If sprinkling were the 
-bouse, with every EgyptianluXofy pértaining 
10 such establishments, and Egypti 

original mode, ‘bow came these direstions to 
plian waiters be given? Surely sprinkling would “never 

“to attend upon the public. The third edifice ' grow i grow into immersion: Wo know bow eprinks 
“will be an exact copy of the temple of Hothor, : ling originated, ‘and doubtless Mr. Sommer- 
‘where we may indulge in visions of Pharsonic | ville knows; oro 

‘even’ imagine we see little! splendor, a 
"Moses picked up from among the rushes. The 
arrangements of this building are entrusted 
10 the Sh rye antiquary Mariette. Bey. 
Ecteh ‘aud Deridérah bave been laid under 
‘contribution tor copies of bas-reliefs and other 
ornaunients. ‘The building is a rectangle sur- 
vounded with a colonnade, ‘and will contain a 
vast number of antique implements, utensils, 
ornaments, furniture, etc.. besides bas-reliels 
from the tombs of Phtab-hotep, Ti, and other. 
kings. Among the curiosities there will be 

the statue of Cephsen iu diorite, another of 
the priest Ra-nepher, and various others, all 
valuable relics of the remotest antiquity. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Doubtless like the rest of your readers, I 
am greatly interested in, and I hope profited 
by Dr. Tupper's utobiography. But in the 
article of last week’s issue I notice some re- 
marks respecting the dissolution and reorgan- 
ization of a certain churéh, concerning which 
I wonid, throogh you, make a few inquiries. 
And 1 am prompted to tkis both for the sake 

time be placed in circumstances similar to 
those described ; coupled with the belief that 
the event narrated involves a principle of 
great practical importance, : 

Are we then to understand our respected 
brother and father, that after the long subse- 
quent experience he has had, he is now pre- 
pared unbesitatingly to appsove the course he 
appears then to have sanctioned? Is the 
reason given for its adoption—that it was the 
least difficult and painful—such as ought, in 
similar circumstances, to influence us to imi- 
tate the example 7. Has the subsequent his- 
tory ot that church, or of any other that bas 
pursued the same course, tended to commend 
the Act? _And lastly, is there avy scriptural 
warrant for it? 

Yours very truly, 
A Youne Paszon, 

Christin FHessenger. 
PANN Ne De NINN SNL ~~ 
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Wz have given Rev. W. Sommerville’ 
book on Baptiem, a somewhat careful perusal. 
From his prefstory remarks, we expected 
to find in ita tur different spirit towards those 
woo hold opposite sentiments. We are not, 
surprised that ihe Presbyterian Witness, after 
quoting a pas:age of it, shewing his hostility 
to Baptist ehurches, says * we do not feel 
disposed to endorse ail the views maintained 
ia this work.” : 

Mr, 8. expends a vast amount of argument 
to shew thet baptism may be performed by 
sprinkling, aod even advances so far as to 
ssy thet immersion is not baptism. But he 
forgets to -explain how it is that the Greek 
church, who ought to understand the Greek 
laogunge, have always admicistered baptism 
by iwmersipn, and vever think of any other 
mode. One might as well talk to them about 
walking without stepping forward as baptism 
without immersion. 

The following brief extract from a book 
writien by a learned Greek, Afexander de 
Siaurdza, On the dootrine and #pifit of the 
Greck church,” must be received as far high- 
er tebtimony than that of any mere English 

“ The distinguishing feature of the institution 
of vv is immersion.” 
[- Western Church has, therefore, gone 

astray from the iwitauon of Jesus Christ ; she 
bes frittered away all the sublimity of the out- 
ward sign; in fine, she has perpetrated an 
phos. Soh of words Wpckot ideas, in pare 

plasm by sprivkling, the very mention of whi 
is a ridic ah CR yi fact the verb 
* baptieo * * iiumergo * bas bot one meaning. It 
signifies fiterally and perpetaally to plunge. 
Baptism. and innwersion are therefore identical, | | 
and to speak of baghtism by sprinkling is the same 
as to of wmmersion by sprinkling, or any 
other like contradicsion in’ terms. *’ 

He peed not, however, go to Russia or any 

ught to know, as well as we, 
but be is singularly raticent on the history of 
baptism. So much absorbed is be by his 
efforts at logic, and by the analogy which be 
thinks he finds between baptism and circum. 
cision that he ok go that Pedobaptists of 
greater learning and research have given up 
pretty well every point for which he contends. 

e asserts that ** Baptism is not an ordinance 
peculiar to New Testament times” and on 
this supposition constructs a relationship be- 
tween the ceremonial observances of the Old 
Testament und christian baptism administered 
by sprinkling, - But if baptism, as taught in 
the goriptures were by sprinkling, why did 
not. the writers use the word denoting sprink- 
ling? There were words in the Greek lan. 
guage expressing both sprinkling and pouring, 
but they are not used. That word only is 
used which would be required to express im- 
mersion, Is not this somewhat extraordi- 
rary ? Let apy one turm to the followin 
passages of seriptare : Mark i. 5; John iii. 
28 ; Matthew iii. 16 ; Luke xii. 49, 60; Acts 
viii. 38 ; Romans vi. 4; Colossians ii. 12; 
and instead of the word * baptized ” or “ bap- 
tizing ” read sprinkled or sprinkling, and 
afterwards let him read them again, sobstita- 
ting the words immersed, immersing, or im- 
mersion, and then judge which makes the 
better sense. This is a fair criterion by which 
the unlearned may form an opinion of the 
meaning of the word. 
We are not disposed to enter into the eon- 

troversy, nor do we oare to refute what has 
been so often dove more satisfactorily than 
it could be in our pages, but we just make 
this brief reference to the book to shew that 
we are not uomindful of the author's labors. 
He probably considered it necessary for his 
own locality to write on the subject, 

The second part is appropriated to the 
work of shewing that a church is incomplete 
unless it has children—infants—comprised in 
its membership. Ou this subject we need not 
say more than that we regard a christian 
church as a body of believers in Christ.’ On 
the theory of Mr. 8, that it should consist 
of believers and their children, it might even- 
tually become a church ot baptized unbelievers 
or at least it might have a majority of such 
persons, and then, Where would be the chris. 
tian ghurch? Ib barmony with Mr. 8., Prof. 
H. Harbaugh, D. D., of Mercersburg, io the 
Evangelical Review, (Lutheran) asserts that 
“The Holy Spirit sustains a different sub- 
jective relation 10 the baptized, from what he 
does to the nnbapiized. If not, what is the 
use of baptism?” And again: “The Holy 
Scriptures warrant the belief, and every watch. 
ful parent and pastor knows it to be true, 
that there are in those who have been ‘ap- 
tized, stronger and more wakeful religious in- 
stincts ; a better redeemability ; a nature or 
basis more suscepiibie to the call and approach 
of grace; stronger, more regular and more 
decisive spiritual motions, than are found ia 
the unbaptized.” 

Bat a writer in the Lutheran Observer 
contests this view ; and mentions + a family 
of baptized children who are an abomination 
to the village in which they reside.” 

Probably Mr. Sommerville has had similar 
experience, if not with those of bis own con- 
gregation, in some belonging to others, 
We were pot a little. surprized to find Mr. 

8. giving so much countenance to the errone- 
ous notion that our Saviour's attention to Jit 
tle children mbon upon earth was a reason 
for their being entitled to membership in his 
church. His injunction to his disciples “Saf 
fer the little children to come unto me and 
forbid them wot" is much more taithiully ob. 
served, we think, by those who, in the Sab. 
bath School and by all other means in their 
power, strive to bring them to Jesus, than by 
sdmivisteriog thia rite to them whilst ina 

"Ww y be — going e must be e ing at length ato 
any examination of pon melo, wih on 
such unsound premises as we those of 
our respected friend Mr. Sommerville. 

Barriers. — An attempt is being made to unite 
the two bodies: respectively « Free. will Bap- 

ists” and * Free-christian Baptists ” of No- 

ove, but by some unfortunate personal differ. 

«other part ot the Kestern Charch, for, by 

- 
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‘Baptists of the United Stites, The conse 
quenge has been that the two bodies have 
had but a comparatively feeble existence 

incipally in the western part of the prov- 
‘ince. There are eight ministers of the latter 
denomination in Nova Seotia. They met in 
Yearly Conference at Cavning, on the 15th, 
17th and 18th of September; five ministers 
were: present, | [Besides their ordinary mis- 
siopary and other business, they’ agreed to 
make proposals fo the Free-will Baptists by 
delegation at their’ Quarterly ‘meeting at 
Barrington, to be held about ‘the last of the 
present. month. The effect of such union 
would be to consolidate the body in the two 
provinces, and increase their ficiency in. sus 
taining local operations. 

“wy 

The late Rev. S. Robinson. 

Tor funeral sermon on the death of Rev. 
8." Robioeon was preached by Rev. I. E. Bill, 
by request, on Lord's Day the 80th ult. The 
Brussels Street Church “was filled to over- 
flowing. The Visitor statés that “ galleries, 
aisles, halls, committee rooms ‘were all filled, 
and hundreds had to go away that could not 

g get in. 
The text was founded upon 1st Thess. ii. 

19, 20: « For what is our hope, or joy, or 
crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the 

8 | presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his 
coming ? For ye are our glory and joy.’ 
The aims and prospects of the Christian 

Minister as suggested by the text. Aims— 
The glorification of Christ Jesus and the sal. 
vation of souls. Pr — Twofold : 1st. 
The union, and 20d. The recognition of the 
saved in heaven, ' This was followed by an 
outline of the life and labors of the departed 
pastor, as an impressive illustration of the 

Free- WiLL Barrists ann fas) Al se b 

va Scotia. They were, we believe, formerly, 

doctrine ot the text.” 
The following is an original hymn by Rev. 

Mr. Spencer, suggested by an utterance from 
Mr. Robinsoo when dying : 

* There is nothing now but heaven.” 
A short time before the late Rev. SAMUEL Ronmx- 

SON expired, he said te those persons who were with 
him in the reom: * Put out the lights; there is 
nothing now but Heaven!” 

Remove now from my fading t 
Those lamps, for life's night given; 

Assembled angels now inviie 
My eyes to gaze on purer light— 
* There’s nothing now but heaven!” 

These lamps shed faint and g'immering light, 
Compared with what is given 

To cheer my eyes. - There is no night 
Around me now; Ged is my light— 
* There's nothmng now but heaven 

All that before was darkly seen, 
‘Mid earthly shadows given, 

1s brilliant now with heavenly sheen— 
There’s not a cloud to intervene— » 
“There's nothing now but heaven!” 

Life's anxious day of toil is past, 
And dawus the best of seven; 

The rest that shall forever jast— 
The feast of Jove—the soul's repast— 
“ There's nothing now but heaven !* 

The ties that bound my spirit here, 
Have one by one been riven; o 

Farewell to those I love so dear, 
Celestial warbling greets my ear— 

** There's nothing now but heaven |” 

New Craurcaes.—At the recent Session of 
the Western N. B. Baptist Association, the 
following report of the Committee on New 
churches was adopted : 

While we are ever happy to extend the hand 
of fellowship to sister churches, however small 
their number ; yet we fear there is a tendency 
in this Province, to form new churches where it 
would be much more to the advantage of all con- 
cerned to remain united with those a y orga- 
nized, or, if not united to join them where it can 
be done. There are, however, places such as 
Mission fields and Eriag dies. where it would 
be of great advantage to the cause of Christ to 
organize eburches which may act upon the mas- 
ses who are not within the reach of churches 
already attending te their work. 
We further recommend the reception of the 

Hanesville Church into this Association, in com- 
liance with their request as set forth in their 
tter submitted to us, which we recommend now 

to be read, boping that their future history may 
show the necessity of the erganiztion. 

The Association is to hold its apowal ses- 
sion with the Church in Mangerville, on 
Thursday, Sept. 19, 1867 ; as, . GM, 
W. Carey is to preach the introductory ser- 
mon, Rev, J, E. Hopper be bis altéroste ; and 
Rev, E. Hickson to write the Circular Let- 
ter. 

BA lin : 

Joho, N, B., that he has removed to Chat. 
bam, Miramichi. We trust the object sought 

re —— pt — 

y a residence in that more northern climate 
way be secured, and that whilst laboring 
there for the spiri Lig id 0 
brother may find that the Master is with him, 
and that whilst administering under the Great 
Physician, he will have health and vigor ro- 
stored for a long lile of usefulness, and see ences, they became separated. and have since 

sustained  distinet organizations—ithe latter: 
holding trateroxl relationship with the so-called ; the Lord, 

A 

Free Baptists of New Brunswick, and the | 
former in similar ‘wnion with the Free.will 

of the our. 

alsa, the wilderneas becomo as the garden of | Oder 

I 

+ NEWS SUMMARY. 
The apprehessioa of © Fenian foray upon 

somo point of the Canadian frontier, which 
| bas prevailed for some weeks past, appears to 
be eubsiding, although these ruffians still 
continue to gather in considerable numbers in 
the neighbourbood of our borders, especiall 
in Vermont, The readiness however wit 
which the military and militia forces in Cana. 
da are held, in order to repress any attempted 

| inroad, is a sufficient surety that no very seri. 
ous injury is likely to happen. .: We have al. 
ways believed that a principal object of the 
Ferian ‘movement has been rather to excite 
alarm and annoyance on the British frontiers, 
and inflict a serious expense, than their enter- 
taining any hope of a permanent lodgment 
in the country. It is most likely that their 
leading object bas been to foment a quarrel 
between the United States and England. In 
this however we frust and telieve they will 
utterly fail. Nothing but sheer folly or the 
most grievous provocation could, under pre- 
sent circumstances, induce either nation to 
perpetrate so irrational and wicked an act as 
to go to war with each other. 

e Canadian Confederation Delegates, 
who have been hitherto, of necessity, delayed 
by the threatened state of the country, will, 
it is now said, leave for England early in 
November, preparatory to bringing the mea. 
sures required for the great Federal Union 
before the British Parliament, whose authority 
and enactment will doubtless lend its final 
sanction. We trust the results to our own 
Province will be such as shall eventually 
satisfy reasonable parties on all sides, that the 
change will be for good and not for evil. 

Telegraph news trom Europe is now traps. 
mitted almost daily by the .Atlantie Cable. 
Nothing of importance however has transpired 
during the week. Business in England is re- 
covering its healthy tome, after the heavy 
failures that bave lately taken- place, which 
bave in fact been attended with much less 
serious comsequences than were at one time 
apprehended. 

dotices, &r. 

oe (Before Convention.) 

June 28. Sydney, €. B. Church and Fricnds, 
to support & native preacher,....... 100.00 

July 13. Interest on Debentures, cee.eeeenss.. 60.00 
17. Windsor yr Sab. School, to sup- 

eta female S¢hool,....... ‘sesesee 
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0 do for Mission,.. 
Aug. 9. Murdoch McDonald, C. B.,ceccccess 

{ Received at and since Convention.) 

T. M. King, Antigonish, Half-year’s 
FA tos rt native pron 25.00 

24. N. H. Dobson, Sydney, C. B. do. 25.00 
20 A Christian Lady, per Rev. W. Hall, 16.00 
21. Friend in Charloitetown, PE I, to 

su t & native preacher,..c....... 100.CO 
AT,HH, &J L Morse, Paradise, do 100.00 

Sept. 24. Amos Page, Amhecst, for Mission;.. 1.00 
Tremont, Aylesford, Oct. 3, 1866. 

N. B.—~The bor Misionary money for N 8 
Central Association ws pri yet come to hand. Thas 
from the Eastern is ived; but the sums app:ro- 
prisiod to particu'ar objects by certain Churches and 

dividuals are not specitied. It is important that & 
full and distinct statement should be furnished with 
all sums that are forwarded. It is evidently advisa- 
ble for Churches, individuals, or ies combined, 
to support particular native preachers, to make their 
remigtances directly to me, as the Secretary. If in 
any case they be not acknowledged, the donors are 
respectfully requested to give me notice. 
1n a number of instances a nutive preacher, whose 

name is published, is now sustained by the benevo- 
lence of some Church, or Churches, some person, or 

reons united. I: is, of course, highly desirable 
each of those should still be so supported If 

any case, however, in which such support can not 
be consistently continued, timely notice of the dis- 
continuance is particularly requested, in order thas 
arrangements may be made in due season, for the 
support of such preacher from some other source. 

C. Tuyres, Secretary. 

Guysborough Quarterly Meeting. 

The Guysborough ‘Quarterly Mecting will be held 
D V,) at 5t Mary's, Oct 19th, Minisier brethren 
uh dally invited. ng 

JOSEPH MURRAY, 

‘We have béen greatly troubled to find, since the 
Central Association Minutes were sent off 10 the 
churches, that in some copies the binder has made a 
mistake in folding the sheets. We entrusted this 
work to Mr, Phillips, one of the best book-binders 
in the city, and cannot account for the error, We 

it is only in.a small portion, but shall be glad 
fo have it corrected if the finding such eopies 
will return ihem to our office. An apology is due 
for the Minutes not appearing sooner. We were un- 
able to obtain additional workmen to get them ous 
soener. 

S———y bn 

Letters Received. 
Rev. H. F. Smith, D. Douglas. Rev. R. J. 

Langridge. J. H. Marshall. H. E, Payson, 
Esq., $9.30.—Acets. paid.—Letter by return 
mail, Rev. W, 8. McKenzie. J. E. Masters. 
James Gourley. eds 5 
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WATERPROOF CLOAKING 
Sass ere 

J.B. ELLIOT & Oo's. 
Superior quality. Cloaks and Maotles made to 

135 Granville Street.


