
Y
T
 
S
g
t
 
w
w
 
P
a
p
 
Y
M
 
T
W
 
T
A
R
 

-
 

.
 

F
y
 
W
w
 
H
N
 

A
N
D
 
w
e
 

"Qorosen. 10, 1866. 

LEY 

PU I I ee aR ~ 

was ty privilege to forward to Rev. ~Gomespondense, mie sity ow mosh they mod give to 
ro a Al RE NNT IT 

For the Christian M rl 
Tr wenger. in these Provinces—for the Burman Mission. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 
|ligions meetings, and it was beueficial to her 

| health to travel; she accompanied ine to the As. 

| sociation, which was held: in Chester, comenie- 
ing on the 28+d day of Je.” In going thither 

© | from Windsor we had to travel, 12 miles—they 

By Rev Cmarrks Tupper, D. D. 

CHAPTER IX. 

SECOND RESIDENCE IN AMHERST, 

(No. 2) seemed to us very long, ones—through a wood, 
without any house in that distance ; and: the 

Bunyan has truly said; in acgordance with the | road: was extremely bad: On the way we met 
testimopy of essary apd experience, two wen, of whom we inquired, it the part be- 
“The Christian man w 

When one fHghts gone nicks dots QOL 0 | TOF UB Wi pecy ‘bad. One of them, with a 
remarkably sorrowful countenange, replied, « 0 

In the spring of the year 1827 a very fatal dip: horrid I” Wa found this to be a true testimony. 
ease, namely, scarlating. with putrid sore throat,| At one time we almost determined to return 
became preyalent in Amberst. Many were but our anxiety to attend the Association im. 
brought low with it, and numbers died. Ic was pelled us forward, Asa very, dark night, and 

obviously incumbent on me to visit the sick for probably a rainy one, was approaching, while 

their spiritual benef ; and, while fear induced we were in that dismal road, in which there was 
many to avoid such “exposure, Mrs. Tupper |so much danger of having our ‘carriage upset— 
readily volunteered to atténd in the worst cases, As some were—that we were both frequently 
and to sit up whole nights with the suflerers, obliged to walk, the. prospect before was indeed 
This she never regretted, though she caught the gloomy. We déliberately resolved, however, to 

disease, aad became extremely ill. In succes proceed as far-as we could before dark, and then 
sion all our children at Home, five it number, to leave our carriage, aiid, as my wife ‘bad been 
were all'attacked with this fearful malady. As accustomed to ride before in her youthful days 
people generally were afraid to come into my according to the practice then prevalent, for me 
house, and it was my desire that as much pre. to ride before, and, ‘my beast being quiet, to 
caution as was at all consistent with Mga take her on behind me. 

should be exercised to prevenit tHé spread of the the point of having recourse to this alternative 
infection, for some time alinost the whole care of | in the distance ahead we espied through the 
this sick family devolved upon me ‘alone, undér’ rapidly increasing darkness a light in a window: 
the direction of our medical attendant. Though | None who have passed through scenes in any 
ordinarily the loss of sléep presently makes me measure similar, either ‘by sea or land, need be 
sick, yet in this case 1 was graciously enabled to told, that thie was a joyfulsight; We presently 
endure it, with all the fatigues and Cares that found  burselves in the hospitable dwelling of 

unavoidably pressed upon me, with apparently | our worthy brother (since Rev.) William Pulsi- 
little inconvenience. After a few days, bow-|fer, and his excelleat wife. Though previously: 
ever, unfavorable symptoms. appeared, and the | unacquainted, we were immediately at home. 
Doctor, perceiving evident ‘indications of the| The Session of Association was one of d 
disease, administered medicine, and directed we 

to take my bed. Family prayer bad been. at- 

tended in the mornings as usual, but on this 
solemn occasion | again committed my wife, our 
children, and myself, by. special prayer. and 

supplication, ‘to the gracious cqre of the Most 
High ; and, with upusval serenity of mind, and 
submission to the Divine will, yielded up myself, 
with those most déar tc ‘me, to the all-wise dis- 
posal of Providence. . None of that impatience, 
or anxiety be removed, which bad ‘assailed me on 

When we were just on 

and lively interest, in which much religions 
emotion and strong brotherly love were eyinced. 
The state of religion bad been ' quite low in 

revival evidently commenced st this season, and 

cheering and encouraging to me to receive in. 

telligence subsequently, from the truly amiable 
and justly venerated Pastor, Rev; Joseph Dim- 
ock, that several of the converts, in relating 

Chester for some time previously ; but a blessed | 

happily continued to progress. It was highly | 

prehensions sim add’ «gd wo with 
all peace and joy in believing.” To him we 

Dr, . Boles, the Secretary, eighteen dollats— | owe it, that we are made meet, tbe partakers 
“I'probably the first remittance from any igo of an inheritance among the saints in light—by 

| bin ‘we ate kept | through, faith unto sal¥ation:: 
As Mrs. Topper delighted in. attending re-| How does the Spirit operate in the production 

of this moral change ? The modus operandi we 
cannot explain, and we would regard it as the’ 
greatest of all mysteries if there were. no mys. 
tery in the mode by which God’ Spirit influences, 
and ¢hanges outs. But ‘our question meéans— 
Does He act on the soul of mau by or without the. 

use of means ? And here there is no; mystery. 
ie,a moral agent, a subject of moral igov- 

ernment, and possesses a moral nature’, exactly 
gnited to'the laws by which be is oobi The 
Spirit opérates, not on machines, but on .men— 

intelligent, rational, accountable men. He ope- 
rates, therefore, not by mystic charms, nor by 

moral spells—not by visions, in the day, mor 
dreams. in the nigh t—but by TRUTH~truth re. 

vealed, truth confirmed, truth applied. The 
doctrine of ‘Christ, the story of the cross, the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God, is the grand 
instrument by which the good Spirit begins, 
carries on, and consummates the glorious work 
of redemption. ‘With this he enliglitens the 
understanding,—guidés the conscience, gives a 
bias to the will, and thus changes the, heart. 
And this, far as our knowledge extends, is the 
ouly instrument he employs in his saving work. 

3| The christian minister is entrusted with this in- 
struniont and to Him who has called him to his 
work and office be’ must be accountable fer the 
mode ii in, which be nses that. instrament. In the 
work of-human restoration his work 1s necessary 

in its own place, wor can he expect success un- 
less’ Bis ‘work be ‘done carefully, judiciously, 
properly; The work of Paul in planting and of 
Apollos in watering, was not less necessary, in 
its own place, to the fulfilment: ot the Divine 
purpose, than the work of God in causing’ the 
seed to grow, and’ thus giving the increase.” 

gep | How unutterably important then must: it be.to 
know how to use those heavenly arms, those 
weapons of our warfare, which are not carnal 
but spiritual, s0.tbat they may by our agency 
bring into captivity every thought to the obedi. 
ence of Christ. And bow desirable is it to employ 
all the aids and appliances which the experience 
of others way furnish in the prosecution of our 
onerous work, May each servant of the most 
High seek Divine direction and power in the vse 
of our weapons of warfare. 

the preceding autumn, disturbed my peace; but 
it appeared to me evidént that all would eventu- 
ally términate well, whether it were in recovery 
to health, or in remoyal by death. This cheer- 

ful ‘state of wind enabled me to pass through 

day morning, from Rom. xii. 1, 2. This intelli. 

severance in the midst of trials and obstacles of 

their Christian experience, made special refer- A MINISTER, 
ence to a-sermon preached by me én the Lord's | 

gence afforded me much encouragement to per- For the Christian Messenger, 

What a minister may do, &c. 
a disheartening nature. 

the affliction with comparative pleasure. 
The kindness of Providence was manifested " Por the Christian Messenger. 

in this season of (ribulation by the unexpected | . MINISTER'S MUSINGS. No. 1. 
coming of a female who had formerly attended 
upon persons in the same disease, and was not| The purpose of God ip the grand scheme of 
afraid of taking it. She came to paid ho mediation is, in reference to himself tho meni 
time ‘before sickness prostrated me; remained) festation of bis glory, and in reference to man, 
with us during our illness, and afforded a by ack {his salvation. ‘This salvation includes more than 
assistance. % the pardon” of sin, and the acceptance of him 

Sofue of us werg, indeed, reduced apphradilly who enjoys it. It includes the renovation of the 
to the verge of the grave; but God was graci- heart. The restoration of the moral nature, the 

ously pleased (0 raise us all up again conformity of the woul to the image of God. 
After my recovery, having frequently met, in | When the purpose is fulfilled in human experi- 

the couree of my feading and studies, ‘with pas | ence,’ man becomes a new creature in Christ 
sages in French, which 1.would like to be able | Jesus, old things pass away, all things become 
to read, and perceiving that with my knowledge | new. The understanding, once darkoess, be. 

of Latin it would not be a difficult task to obtain | comes Jight in the Lord—the mind, once enmity 
such an acquaintance with that language as|against God, is reconciled to the law and gow 

Mz. EpiTOR,~— 
It ‘was not my intention, neither did I attempt 

to fix upon my esteemed Bro. Armstrong a 
charge of inconsistency, either with himselt or 
with the word of God. I only stated simple 
facts; with a view to elicit from him some ex- 
planation ae to’ the ‘position taken by him of 
late, 'which seemed rather to conflict with viows 
previously. expressed. If the “shot,” (as it 
wat called by a brother minister) bit the mark, 
1 am satisfied, and if it was harmless, 1 am all 
the better pleased so long as the desired end is 
accomplished, Whether he has explained away 
all the difficulties or. pot remains to be decided. 
My good and worthy Brother has quoted & 

passage from my letter in which he has made 
the discovery, that his belief and mine on the 
subject in question are identical, and wonders 
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would enable me to translate it in ordinary 
cages, and also to peruse the beriptures in it, on. 
the 80th day of April, 1827, I commenced the 
study of French. It was my purpose, so far. as 

ernment of Him from whom it bad been aliena- | that 1 should be surprised, at the views lately 
ated—the judgement approves the things that ” by him. Now, as to. tbe seripture 
are excellent, and the affections, once low and | rule for ministerial support and the fact that indi- 

grovelling, are placed on things above, where | vidual exceptions to that rule exist, I am bappy P 
might be in my power, to devote: ong half bour| Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. Man, | to know that we are perfoctly agreed ; and my 

of each week day to this object. By the time |redeemed, sanctified, saved; sedks and firids his | surprise was not so much at Bro. Armst 

that I had spent about fifteen hours in this way, 

knowledge of the grammatical construction of 
the language, that I could translate, in general 
without difficulty, by the aid of a Dictionary, 
and 1 had translated 80 pages of the Sth Report 
of the Protestant Bible Society of Paris. ‘Soon 
after this I noted the ascertaining of the true 
import of a passage of Scripture (Isa. xxviii. 8, 
9.) from reading ho 4 in Ostervald’s French Ver 
sion. One material benefit that attends the 
peruspl of the satred Oracles in different las: 
guages and versions, is, that in many instar 
portions which appear obscure in ome, are 

. expressed with accuracy and Giptlnrigeny fn 
another. 

Early inthe month Pg i a 
tention of the people to the subject of the for- 
mation of & regularly organized Baptist 
sho Society in Com a] 

on ie a that to Burma, | ¢ 
wo braman ll b contributors 

rong's 
happiness ip God in the undivided fellowsbip of| views lately presented; as at his finding fault 

namely, May 1st, 1 had attained to such a|love. "How is this change effected ? Not by | with views expressed by Dr. Cramp, which were 
science, not by art, not by literature, not by | so fully in accordance with bis own five years 

philosophy, not by buman law, not by Giviliza- | ago. If there is any point at issue between us, 

tion, not by education. No; all ‘these may |itis in regard to what coosfitutes a scriptural 

exert a salutary influence—they may soften, | charge to a candidate for the ministry. Five 
refine, restrain, humanize man, bat they cannot | years ago we were perfectly agreed. How far 

redch the empire of fhe soul. # We are his| we are divided now we shall see. 

workmanship, created anew in Christ Jesus unto| Bro. Armstrong says: “ I would not now, aay 
good works, which. God bas ordained that we|more than formerly, say to a brother, * Be a 

should walk in them.” The Diving Spirrr is| minister and a (armer, &o’ But in accordance 

author of this great change. He it is who with the intimation already given 1 would 

light on the mind, and. produces love in|among other things address him as follows :— 

the heart—who removes the enmity, and fills|* My dear Brother, Be not, {/ possible, a minis- 

soul with the antagonistic principle of love, [ter and a farmer, &kec.' But should you, my 

Tolthe * love of the Spirit” man is indebted brother be compelled by necessity. for the gos- 

for ‘those first ‘impressions, which when duly |pel’s sake, to make tents, cultivate the ground, 

cherished, ripen into settled convictions and then | —be a minister EVERYWHERE, ko.” Now I 
d in » must confess that the difference between ibis 

| the charge delivered at Now Cornwall seems 
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glass of the mast powerful type to disgover any , 
thing more than * a- distinction without a differ 
ence.” For, let me ask ? Does the introduction 

of the phrase,—' if possible” —alter the meaning , h 
of the sentence, or take away any of its force ? 
18it not a phrase which is implied and understood 
in every similar ‘case? Who would for one 

moment think of charging a minister to go forth, 
and contend with impossibilities ? I am quite 
suré that if any one had come to Bro, Arms , 
strong after tte ordination referred to with the , 
question : Did yqu mean that the young Brother 
should’ during the remainder of life, under aM 
circumstances, devote himself entirely and ex- 
clusively to the work of the minjstry™ ? he 
would have answered, * Yes if he possibly can. 
The only perceptible difference so far, then. if A 
that he would express now, what he as fully in 
tended, and as plainly implied then. 

Again, the proviso introduced by Bro. A. 
seems 10 -me—to-say the least of it=quite ut." 

necessary. It is; in effeut, only giving permis 
sion td's minister to’ Join “case” of hededsity. 
what he would be compelled to do by pressiag 
circumstances, and, being, compelled, : his gourse 
would be perfectly justifiable, with or without 
euch permission. It is moreover an admission 
that a minister may engage in any secular em- 
ploymeént “ not repugnant to christian life or, 

. | ministerial deportment,” and still be a:minister. 
With this 1 perfectly agree, so long as the secu. ' 
lar ‘employment does not preponderate. Bit” 
with all due deference to Bro. Armstrong as my 
Senior in the ministry, I would most respectfully 
submit the question ‘whether it would not 'be 
wirer to leave out the proviso’ iltogether. Paul 

| thé inspired Apostle made none in his charge ta.) 
Timothy, He did not say, “ Give thyself : 

wholly to these things” if possible, ‘and if wot’ 

do ‘something “else. , He did mot say that they 
who predch the gospel should live of the gospel, . 
if they can, and if not they must resort to some 
other, employment. He said. nothing ‘of 'the” 

kind: And’ believing, as we’ do'that' he wrote 

under the direct ‘influence of the Holy Spirit, , 
we are bound to believe that he was guided by 

the Spirit’ as to what He should leave out, as, 
well as to what he should express, ‘Who then 
will claim the: right to supply amy supposed | 

| deficiencies? And if that tight io conceded 
where will it end ? 

Once more, can We not see wise design on the | 

part of the inspired Apostle in laying downithe 

rule and leaving the exceptions to take care of ' 

themselves # I think we can. Such is'the ten" 

dency of buman nature to worldly pursuits and _ 

attainments (and ministers are as ready a other | 

men to acknowledge that they are * men of like 

passions”) that bad the Apostle mentioned cases * 

of exceptions that might occur, and made pros 

vision for them, in his charge to Timothy, many. 
persons might have regarded: such provision as : 

a divine sanction to the. practice (shall I say 

that is too prevalent ?) of combining other em- ' 

ployments with the ministry when not compelled 

by necessity ; aad thus a door would be opened, 
not only for ministers to engage in secular work, © 

but for the people to withbold the necessary 

support from the mivister, on the ground that | 

he was justified in maintaining himself by his. 

| own exertions, With these considerations then: | 
is it not our duty to adhere to * the text” at all 
hasards, regardless of the feelings of 'Sny with". 
whom it may code in contact? 1 believe it is, - 
and 1 bave yet to learn that a servant of God 

who has the duty to perform of giving the 

charge to a candidate for the pn : 
as He is ina most solemn and responsible posi 

tion—1is called upon to regard the oc fi 
prejudices of any persons, whatever be their ' 
positions, who may; be’ affected by the ¢ 
And'] cannot see that sny worthy brother w 
has been compelled from necessity to seek pthan: + 

means of support. for himself and family, bas a: 
right to take exception to, or to be grieved or 4 
discouraged, by a charge, given to a young man | 

entering the ministry, which is. truly, apostoli~ . 

cal. If he is conscious of a real necessity for 

his course he is by no mens cut off from or de- | 
prived of being a “ faithful worker in the vine- 
yard of the Lord.” If for “ filthy Jucre's sake” 
or to gain a more honorable position in’ the 
world, a minister engages in other pursuits, woch 

a charge’ would bear batd ‘wpon him, but ne 
barder than jt ought. 

Finally, I am very thankial to my highly * 
esteemed Brother for his kind wishes for my fu. 
ture welfare. 1 cab assure him that they are 
duly appreciated and beartily reciprocated. 1 
so far ages with Bim that 1 should wot hesitate 

would be. consistent with bloom Spin ' 
support of myself snd family. And yet oven 
while so engaged if 1 were called upon to pers 
form the solema duty of delivering the charge 


