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We are growing old.

We are,groming old—how the thought will rise,
When a glance i1s backward cast,

On {om‘a long remembered spot that lies
Id ¢t

e silence of the past:
It'way bé'the shrine of our early vows,
Or the tomb of ‘early tears ;
Bat it seems like & far off isle to us,
In the stormy sea of years.:(: ‘
O, widé and wild are the waves that part
Our steps from its greenness now, - -
And we'miss the joy ot many a heart,
And the light of'many a brow;
For deep o’er miany stately bark
Have the whelming billows rolled,
That steered with us from that early mark—
O, friends, we are growing old.

Old in the dimness and the dust

Ot our daily toils and cares,

Old in the wrecks of love and’ trust

Which our burdened memory bears.

Each form may wéar to the passing gaze
‘The bloom of life’s freshness. yet,

Aund beams may brighten our latter days,
Which the morning never met.

But O the changes we have seen,

In the far and: winding way ;

The graves in our paththat bave grown green,
And the locks that have grown gray'

The winters still oo,our own may spare

The sable or the gold

But we saw their snows upon brighter hair—
And friends, we are growing old.

We bave gained the world’s cold wisdom now,
We have learned to pause and fear;

But where axe the living founts whose flow
Was a joy of heart to hear ?

We have won the wealth of maoy a clime,
And the lore of many a page;

But where 18 the hope that saw in time

But its boundless beritage ? .

Will it come again:when the violet wakes

And the woods their youih renew ?

We bave stood in the light cf sunny brakes,
Where the bloom was deep and blue ;
And'our souls might joy in the spring-time then,
But the joy was faint and cold,

For it ne’er conld give us the youth again

Of hearts that are growing old.

© Beligions.
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Historical Sketch of the Grande
Ligune Mission in Lower Canada,

BY THE REV, THEODORE LAFLEUR.
( Continued.)

In the course of Qotober: the imsurrection
in Canada broke out. The Roman Cathelics
around Grande Ligoe took advantage of the
prevailing conipsion, and commenced a series
of ontrages. . - Mr. Roussy wasdeliberately shot
at, but was provideutially preserved. - A mob
assembled around the house of Madame Fel-
ler ab night, and with irightfal yells and im-
precations.ordered the Missionaries to leave
the couniry, threatening to set fire to their
dwelling, aod to murder them, if they should
refuse to comply. ' In the same masner they
went to the houses .of all  who had had re-
nounced Popery, and  commanded them to
abandon either their new religion or their
country, under pain of fire or sword. Such
digorder - provailed in'the -cotntry that the
Government eould afiord them po protection ;:
and hence, aiter serious and prayertal consid-
eration, they unamimously resolved to give up
all and flee to the United States,  To:human
view, nothing could be more sad and miserablo
than this fugitive band ; but to the Christian
eye, their vrial had its bright side, as it was
tor the name'6f Jesus they were reduced to
such a pitiable condition. Christians in the

gent waats of the persecuted ones. 1
As tho expiration of two wouths they re-
turned, and found that their dwelliogs had
been preserved, but wothing slse. The labots
ot the mission were resumed - with increased
sucoess during’the year-1888: ~But-in:the’
month of Nevember civil wat again broke out
around them, . Mr. Roussy was made & pris-
oner. Through: the influence of Madame
Feller, the angry rioters were a , ‘and
pledged themselves that neither the Mission-
avigs por: their property should be molested

Trally redeomed, - While sll around them

were pilliged, by the kind providence of God
the mission family and property were nn-
touched. ' ‘

The need of & normal school, te train teach.
ers and colportenrs, was now deeply felt, as
well as of a building suitable for such an jn-.
stitation. Without ‘waiting for the means
necessary for sach an undertaking—walking
by faith more than by sight—the ,lgisgion-,
aries began, notwithstanding their poverty, to.
lay theé foundation of a large stone bnilc{in A
trusting to God for its completion. While
the foundation was still under ground, the

On ‘looking over this unfinished  foundation,
'he felt a call from the Lord to belp these
poor beginners, aud immediately resolved to
do so. Mr, Kirk accompanied Madame Kel-
ler to the United States to plead the cause of
the Mission before all-denominations of Chris-
tians. His services to this cause were inval-
uable, and will ever be remembered with
selves, and by all the converts who are
begioning. Next to God, the Mission owe
bim everlasting gratitade. ~ ~ = T
After the ereotion of the Mission-house,
the good providence of God was strikingly
manitested in providing a teacher for the new.
institation. Mr, Normandeau, a priest of the
Roman Catholic Charch, had been enguﬁod

years. After a long season of doubt and
anxiety on the subject of religion, being in
the neighbourhood ot Grande Ligne, he
sought the aid of the Missionaries,. and by
their instrumentality. was led to receive the
truth as it is in Jesus, He immediately en-
gaged in the good work ; and he has now been
labouring for more than twenty years in an
unassuming, humble, but most effectual  way,
to promote the knowledge of the  Gospel
among his countrymen ; and for the last seven
years he has been the pastor of a promising,
thocgh yet smali, Missionary courch, in that
very ¢ity of Quebee, wheré he formerly taught
as a priest in the Koman Catholic Seminary.

The yecar 1841 was one of the most remark-
able periods in the history ol this Mission.
During that year a new field was opened in
St. Pie apd its neighbourhood, a parish forty-
five miles east of Grande Ligne. 1t pieased
God to kindle the light of the Gospel in that
distriet ; and Mr, Roussy bad the happiness,
after. a foew days, ‘of seeing eight -persons
abandon the Romish: Church, These formed
the nucleus of a most flourishing station,

A short time after the qpening of St, Pie
as a Missiopary station, a violent persecution
broke out against the converts of that -place.
The priests ot the neighbourhood had been for
some time actively eogaged in |exviting the
enmity of their people against the Protestant
Obristians, A pomber of - young. persons
gathered betore the Mission-bouse, and when
the Missionaries came out to speak’ to them,
they were received by a shower of stones.
This was the begioning of serenades with
horps, pans, and otber discordant instruments,
land of violent scenes, which . lasted fourteen
days, and which terminated with burning the
house of one of our brethren. . Though very.
reluctantly, thke Missionaries had to appea) to
the protection. of the law, dnd t0 show that
whilst they : suffered everything for Christ's
seke, they might, wken they ‘chose "be ‘effec-
tually protected against these outrages,  ‘But
the fire of persecution only scemed to kindle’
all ‘around St. Pie & tew desire for the Gos-
pel, for the Missionaries were soon constrained
to establish 'two out-stations, which numbered
at least one hundred hearers, who with but
two ‘or ‘three exceptions, left the Romish
C“Nho ; o

* United Siates provided liberally for the ur«}' *While'the Lord was prepariog a new field,
|'Heé wis also, in the wondrous and mysterious

workiugs of ‘His love, preparing new 'labour-
+One of- the leaders of the Canadian insur-
rection of 1887.'88; and for several years a
'member—of the Canddinn - Parliament; Dr.
Qote, was obl
in order t» save his lile, as'a price’ had been
set'on his head by the Governor-génersl, Be.'
ibg a deist, as most educated Frenchmen'are,
and ‘havieg do hopé beyond' this world, “Dr,
Cote was a prey’ to great internal =nguish.

during the war. The pledge given: was 'lite-

His chequered life appesred to him suspend.

Rev. Mr. Kirk, of Albany, (now Dr. Kirk, of |
‘| Boston), came to visit these rel_';ﬁions pioneers.

gratitude and love by the Missionaries them- |

acquainted with this laborions but glorious|

as professor in the Seminary at Quebec tor five |

iged to flee to the United States|

ed on a few threads, whose frailty filled him
with apprehension. Death was to him the
king ot terrors. Disgusted with the super-
stitions -worship of the 'Romish Charch, his
heart yearned for something that he did not
Jknow. His mental sufferings became intole-
rable, and convinded him that his system of
philosophy deceived him. ~ He resolved to
réad the 'Bible, 'of 'which he ‘was ‘very igno-
rant, though he had referréd to it at times, to
find weapons againstthe prieats, At first it

brought him no. relief. | His mental state so

re-acted on his body that his friends perceived
it, and said that he'waB losing his' sanity.
While lin' that state of mind, he met on
the frontiers of the Siate. of New York a
French Cansdian family, wmembers of the
church of Grande Ligne. The expression of
peace which he remarked amongst them great-
ly impressed him ; he said that he did not
possess it, and that he knew. mot how to -ob-
tain it, Haviog heard {from .them that Mr.
Roussy had been the instrument of their con-
-version, he wrote to him, asking him to come
and see him. In rejating the memorable
change. which followed, Mr. Boussy says that
“ After days of conflict, of earnest prayer, of
a crushing sense of sin and condemuation, Dr.
Cote, filled with the spirft of adoption, ex-
claimed, ¢ Glory to God in the highest, peace
on earth, and good' will to men.”” We wept,”
continues Mr. Roassy, * but our tears were
teavs of gratitude, of 'happiness, and of love.
All was solemn around us’-the blessing of
God was descending ; our eup was filled. 'Oh !
blessed moment, to all eterbity blessed ! -
A short time ‘alter' his* conversios, Dr.
Cote was allowedsto return to” Oanada, where
he laboured in different 'stations, with great
suocess both as an-eloquent’ préacher of the
Grospel, and a Christian “Physicia'n, until the
antama ot 18560, when his Master called him
suddenly to a better world. .
In the same year, 1841, two young men,
Mr. Cyr and Mr. Lafleur, résiding in a village
pear Grande Ligne, were gradually brought
from Romaaism to a saving knowledge of the
Saviour. Shortly attér their eonvérsion they
joined the church at’'Grande Ligne, and en-
rered the Missionary institution, as students
for the Ministry, bhaving as a teacher one
who had been a priest in the church they had
lett. © After a ' few years of preparation at
Grande Ligne, both were seat to the theologi-
cal school of Geneva, presided over by’ the
well-known Merle D’Aubigoé; aad they have
been since labouring in the Mission field.
dn 1849 a station was opened at St. Mary,
a parish twenty miles ‘éast of Grand Ligne,
where remarkable conversions soon took place.
The first two couverts were living in the heart
of the parish, close to the chureh and to the
Priests ; one of them being the sehool teacher,
under the direction of thercurste, ‘and the
other one of the'trusteés of'the chureh, The
school teacher was a 'young -married woman
of remarkablo force of charac¢ter and mind,
and widely known for her piety. When she
first began to ‘read the Beriptures, it ounly
strengtbened her religious dispositions, and
made her conscientiéus séruples more acute.
Lo her confessions she would oft¢n question
the Priest as to the surest method of obtain-
ing ‘pertect sanctification. The Priest at last
became annoyed at meeting with'so much zeal
and conscientiousness; 'and told her, « You
need not be atraid of wot doing enough to se-
cute heaven—you only do too much ; you
wéary God with your donstant’ devotions and
: It all the world' ‘were like you
there 'would be no hell.” = What satisfied the
Priest did not, however satisty this earnest
seeker alter righteousness; and longing for
more light and;more holiness, .she returned
with new zeal to the, reading of she Bible,
When the Priest heard ol it, he came to see
his penitent, and gaid to her, Now 1 uader-
stand ' why you were so proublesome with
questions of conscience; You read the Bi-
blé, that’s what troubles you.” ~“ I beg your
pardon, Sir,” said the teacher ; “tbe Bibleis the
very best book that comforts my soal, because
I find there the perfeot Saviour who has ao-
vomplished for me what 1 cadnqt do mysell.”
Bhortly after this woman left the Romish
Churoh, apd was followed by “her father’s
hoaschold and the ¢hurch trastee already men-
tioned. ~In the conrse of ‘the year they wére
ed by some ten families, whose with-
rawal caused o great sensation in the whole
parish, The Priests saw that great efforts

| st now be put forth on their part, in order
to retain something of their influence over the
French Canadians who still remained in the
church. For this purpose they employed
their most popular preacher, Father Chiniquy,
the Apostle of Temperance in Lower Canada.
The Bishops allowed him to preach most in-
temperately against French Protestants, whose
doctrines, in the eyes of the Priesthood. were
a rising evil,' much more to be feared by them
than drunkenness, '
Faithful to his orders, and doubtless also
to his convictions, Mr. Chiniquy did not spare
the French Protestants, but spoke and wrote
and acted against them in every way possible.
After a public discussion with one ot the
Missionaries, Mr. Roussy, at St. Mary’s, Mr.
Chiniquy, in one of his discourses against
* the new and detestable seot,” pointing to
the Chapel whoer foupdations were laid, said,

| % Children of our Holy Charch, you will.

not allow these walls to rise any higher, if
you are faithful to your mother.” They
endeavoured to be faithiu! in their own way;
but_still the walls rose, and the Chapel was
completed ; and Mr. Chiniquy, before a year
had elapsed, had been sent (the Bishops
alone knew why) to a distant settlement of
French Canadians in the State of Illinois, in
the United States, where we shall have to no-
tice him agaia presently, )

In 1852 this Chapéy was opened, and the
Missionaries could not but compare this dedi-
oation service with that of the Grande Ligue
Mission-house in 1840, and bless our Divine
Redeemer for the almost incredible transfor-
mation which had been wrought among the
Freuch Canadians during the interval. Twelve
years before, the Grande Ligne Chapel was
filled chiefly by Eoglish and Anglo-American
ttiends, who were bailing with joy the open-
ing of a new field, full of promise; but now,
a much larger chapel wag filled mainly by
French Canadians, whathad been brought to .
the knowledge of Christ by the laboars of the -
Missionaries. ’

Until 1850, the education of (Canadian
gitls had been limited to a few received in the
Grande Ligve Instifution, which was chiefly
intended for youog men. The need of a
separate school for young women, and of more
systematic teaching, was deeply felt; and it
was resolved that an institution of this kind
should be established at St. Pie, under the
direction of Miss Joate, a French lady. Af-
ter four years of emcouraging prosperity, and
blessed religious results to the pupils, who
averaged twenty in number, the mission-house
was accidentally burat down., The institution
was then transicrred to Longueil, opposite
Montreal, on the south side of ths 8t, Law-
rence, under tae superintenience of Mr, and
Mrs. Lafleur, until 1864. During that period
it averaged thirty pupils, many of whom
were converted during the * American Revi-
val.” including some who had eatered the
school as Roman Catholics. Without any
exception konown to us their subsequent con.
duct has been honorable to their profession.

'Bince the opening of the Mission House at
Grande Ligue, where a Normal School was
immediately established, not less than seven
hundred pupils have bsen admitted in the two
institutions of Grande Ligue and St. Pie,
which was afterwards transferred to Longu.
eil. The average number of pupils has heen
yearly about sixty in the two Schools, and
maay of them were there only for a year—a
few from thiree to six years. The influence
of those pupils, wno have all receivel sound
religious instruction, and many of whom have
beengonverted in our establishments, mast, of
'necestity, be very great in the country—tend.
,!\’?gto enlighten many of their countrymen,

d an influence which will be durable iaits
character.

It pleased the Lord to open, in 1853, three
new Parishes to the labours of our Mission-
aries, One of our Colporteurs found acoess
with one of our remarkable French Canadian

entlemen, Mr, B. B,, once the editor ot a

rench political paper, in Montreal. After
a few visits {rom’ our uoassuming labourer,.
the simplioity and-the genuineness of his faith,
recommended the Gospel so strongly to Mr..
B, B.’s heart that he yielded unreservedly to.
its divice power. Living on a small farm, in
the midst of an, agricultural pepulation, he
became the ceatre of an Agricultural Sooiety
for the improvement of the soil, and the hears.
and soul of & Missionary Agency. Qae ot




