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CHAPTER VII. 

FIRST REBIDENCE (IN AMHERST, 
i (28 | 

(No. 10) sda] 

About the 20th day of April, 1825, I furnish 

ed for the Christian Watehman an Essay * on 
thé Misapplicalion of Sgipture.” This was 
republished in the Daptist Missionary Magazine, 
November, 1885. ' \ 

On the 20d day of May, 1 completed the 

perusal of the Apocrypha in Greek, with the 
3rd book of Maccabees, and one ascribed to 
Josephus. 

As the style in general bears a'strong simi. 

larity to that of tho Greek New Testament, the 
reading of it was adapted to aid me ip the study 
of the latter, Though evidently nod written by 
Divine inspiration, yet parts of it undoubtedly 

contain true records of events that transpifed 
during the time that elapsed between the writ. 

ing ot the Old Testament and that of ‘the New, 
There are, moreover, many moral precepts and 
admonitions contained iv the Apocrypha, which 

are_ worthy of attention. In my opinion it 
ought never to have been includad in"the same 
book with the inspiréd Striptures, In ‘a volume 
by itself, without any pretence of inspiration, 

wuch of it might be read with profit, | 

As the Home Missionary Board had appointed 
me a Mission to Prince Ldward lsland, it’ was 

commenced on the Gh day “of June, No oi- 

dained Minister of the associated Baptistsvbad 
aver visited this Island before. Elder Alexan- 

der Crawford had resided there some years jand 

had gathered several Scotch Baptist Churches. 

Having once heard him preach in Cornwallis, 

and felt interested in his discourse, ¥'opened a 
correspondence with him ; and be invited me tp 
visited him, and the people there. The Church 

which he formed at Tryan—where he resided— 

and Bedeque, had become disorganized ; and he, 

with commendable Jlibgrality, expressed a desire, 

that sowe preacher, if not agreed with bim op 
every point, might bd «the means: of ‘collecting! 
them into churel order and jprowoting the in-. 

tereste of piety among them, The personal’ 

acquaintance formed with him while on this tour] 
was highly interesting and pleasing, Though 
there ware some peculiarities in bis views, which) 
appeared to me detrimental to, his vselulpess,) 
yet he was in my catimation, in general a man 
of correct religions sentiments, and of padissem- 

bled piety. Our intercourse was wmutudlly 
gratifying ; and it manifestly continued to be so 
to the close of ‘bis lifg, He accompanied me to 
a number of places, and readily afforded me all 

the aid ‘ip bis power. - 

My reception’ on first roaching the Island did 
not seem propitiolis§ but the prospect soon 
brighténed. ‘Fhe: attendance, and the serious? 
ness evinced, were highly enconreging. Onl ond 

of the Sabbaths, when the meetings were held 

at a considerable distance apart, quite a nomben 
of young persons who ‘did nov profess religion, 

travelled in going and returning about {hivty 
miles. When they were riding ino company with 
me, they evidently appéaied desirous to be cop: 
versed with respecting their spiritual interests, 

It was manifest Lbat some of them were deeply 
concerned, | 

A number of excellent brethren and slstérs, 
of whom some had been members of Churches 
of our order before thay went to the Island, 

seemed much revived and comforted ; and ex: 
pressed a desire to be formed, intq a Church in 
connection with our Asgocistion, As my etay 

at this time, however, was necessarily shokf, it 

did not seem 10 me advisable to attempt such an 
organizaiion so soon, . 

On my return wy esteemed Brothér Craw 
accompanied me, and attended our Association, 

which assembled this year in Amberst, - lo'gen- 

eval the additions to our Churches by baptism 
bad been small, That of Cornwallis, under the 

charge of the venerable Edward Manning, bad 
been ‘specially favored. The gracious ‘work 
through which 65 had been received tbe, pre. 
ceeding year, bad so continued that an addition 
of 42 more was.reported at this time, 

"Phe Circular Letter wad written by me an thie 
sobjegt of Chureh Discipling, a 
At this Bession it was proposed to adopt mea- 

sures for the publication uf a religious Magazine 
in these Provinces, v/v.» | 

In "those ‘times there ware leas’ bugiioiy 10 be 
trapeagied at our Asogiations than now, and 
consequently more opportunity afforded for de- 

bd A 

| promoting  the.apiritual weliare of the persons. 

votional exercises ® These usually aided in 

that -attended.» Inthe present instance, how: 
over, a ‘plenssiit ‘session’ was ‘closed by ‘an ex: 
déedingly" prolix “sermon —according to my re- 
collection nearly three hours loug— which may 

| have pleased a few, but in general it evidently) 
had a‘deleterions influence. In ordinary cases 
brevity is Ahi to prolixity'; but it is espe- 
cially so n such occasions. W hat a precious 
Jewel is discretion / Te 
Regarding the Christian, Watchman as a valu- 

able. periodical; 1 bad taken some. pains to in, 
crease its circulation. - About thistime, however, 
several of its’ votiespondents made’ frequent 
references to the wars ‘which’ had ‘occurred be- 
tween Greay, Britain and the United States, 
recited events, and: offered: remarks caloulated 
to excite animosity between persons belonging 
to these different governments. As the tendency 
of this'was obviously barmfal, I furnished a com- 
munication designed to check ‘the growing evil. 
‘My usual signature seeming inappropriate in 
this case, ‘thatiof Papbfevs way selected; Pro- 
bably few, if any, of the communications written 
'by me, have been mdre exténsively, or more 
evidently, useful. A marked improvement with 
reference to this inatter in the tone of the arti 
cles ‘published, ‘was ‘presently’ add lastingly 

observable. The beneficial eflect of this ¢hange 
must be apparent to every, considerate person. 

It may be remarked here, that with reference 

to this subject a great amount of responsibility 
rests upon the Editors of papers and their cor 

AN; MESSEN GER. 
age of 33, we/find him wriling some thing like 

What bas existence left to me ? 
Nothing excepting thirty, three 

Having drank draughts that’ common millions 
might bave quenched, ke died: of what ? of 
thirst; bacause there was no more to drink.” 
Yet one is spoken of, go simple as to think, * the 

M3 

visual line that girt him round, the world's : 
extreme, and scarce’ the name bis nrother called 
him by remembered,” who had'a prospect. of 
being at length admitted. * Where, for the 
feeble ray of mental light tbat, glimmering 
here, but shewed : him to.enquire, Wisdom's 
whole volume to his longing sight at once shall 
be displayed and darkness put 10 fight.” How 
different fram Byron's is the languages of ‘an 
other, at the sanie ‘dd, “I Lave glorified thee 
on’ the earth; I'have finished the work which 
thou gavest me'to'do” | 

| RS ArLert WiLrRep, 
Brookside, May 29th, 1866. 
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| ¥or the Christian Messenger. 

“A Few Thoughts” on the late 
Catastrophe, 

~The hearts of many of us have been pained 
in reading the melanchaly intelligence of the 
loss that’ out dear brother (Jedtge has experi- 
¢nced. Not long since he was united to one 
who bid fair to be his companion for many years 

respondentr. Much caution should be exercised 
to-avoid the publication of remarks jadapted; Lo 
excite irritation ‘and strife. The publishing of 
one acrimonious expression way call forth 

recriinination, and diffuse its balelyl | influence, 

until it ultimately. involves natiops in a bloody 
and disastrous 'war, If suoh deplorable’ results 
do not follow, ‘every thing that tends to dause 
disaffection between persons belonging to differ- 
ent. governments, diverse bodies of Christians, 
or-even between individuals under any circum~ 
stances, necessarily produces injurious effects; 

and ought, therefore, 19 bg carefully shunned. 

*I¢ «ffords me much pleasure to state, that'in the 
delightf i} Session of the 

salutary 
Lower 

fects. 
ranville, June 12th, 1866, 

For thie Christian Messenger. 

‘What is Rest ) 

* Rest is not quitting, 
‘The busy career; 

Rest is the fitting, 
OF self 46 its, sphere, 

"Tis the brdok's motion, 
Clear without strife ; 

Fleeing to ocean 
© After ity life, 

“is living ‘and serving, 
The Highest and Best! 

"Tis onward | unswerving, 
And that ie true rest.” 

Such is the definition of the word, said to 

have been picked up, (written od & scrap of 
broken paper,) in an apartment ogenpicd by a 
German poct and philosepher, well known tothe 
literary wor ld Baron Goethe, — by bis landlady, 
who had observed him to be in'a state of dis 
tressful unquiet during several days previously. 
That he hal not, ettained it at that time, if, 
indeed he ever did, during’ his morigl life, seems 

evident from the zirchmetance, if correct ? ' The 
same authority ‘relates that the lady copied (he 
following wards: ** Come unto me, all that 

| labor and are heavy Jalen, and | will give you 
rest. “ Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me ; for I am meek and lowly in beart; and ye 
shall Gnd rest unto your souls, For my yoke, is 
easy, and my burden is light.” «Jesus Christ, 
And left therh where they could nov escape 

his observation. Is there ny satisfactory record 
extant, of his being Lappy at, the time of his 
death. 7 (It seems very sad, does .it; net? that 

t/one so gifted and so priviledged should’ ‘be 

Have we not roason tobelieve, astde from any 
scriptural evilence on the subject, that many 
once, powerful iptellggts are wandering amongst 
the dark mountain of spperstition ? and ihat 
‘many other such, are lost forever, for want of 
seeking and ‘récuiving the true sgulrest offeréd 
by the Redéemer 7 
Numerous, jilustrations might ba given—let 

one suffice, Lat such.as are sequainted with 
the record of his life, look at Lord Byron, ‘of 
whom an “iimortal bard who rolled his nim: 
bers_down, (he. tide, of Time,” bas said, * He 
wove, bis garland of ithe lightning’s wing and 
called the clouds his brothers, ‘brothers 

to ome j—but now he is a widower and in look- 
ie at {he ciiéumstances of his loss we are pers 
Pleased and saddened. But. we go to the good 
jo book, the ¢hristian’seom ‘ore as well as guide, 
and > we read, * What I'do, thou knowest not 
now, but thon shalt know hereafter.” How con- 
'soling this Acomparable sentence | How ealcu- 
‘lated to stem: the gushing tear, to calm the 
perturbed passions, to dispose the mind to ptace, 
1a soothe the agitated bosom, and ‘to allure'the 
hea:t of man, ' Prone te ba curious, apt to pry 
into that which is not seen, how. often do we 
presume to draw aside the, veil which hides the 
Holy of Holies: from view ; and kre punished 
for: our rash temerity’ by the’ voice of majestic 

estern N. 8, Association grandeur’ calling to us, in peals of thunder, 
Just closing, there nas beun a consideravile portion of « Hitherto 
time daoveted to yeligious exercises, with manifestly | 

shalt thou come, but no further,” 
Strange, infatuated beings | No sooner have 
we closed the awful curtain, and the loud ward. 
ing had died in slumbering échoes on oor’ edrs 

day. He whois rich in mercy instead ‘of dash- 
ing us on the jagged rock of hell, whispers the 
word of peace to our aflrighted minds. Sweet- 
er than the * music of the spheres,’ softer than 
the infant's prayer is ‘the * still small voice.” 
Cease, vain man, to mourn ; cease, vain inqbirer, 

| to psk § for * what I de, thou knowest not now, 
but thou shalt know hereafter.” Ah! now many 
a weeping mother has this promise soothed ; for 
as sho pensively kndéled at the cradle of her 
dying babe, and heard ite entting sobs, and 
listened to its plaintive erige, ‘she has raised ber 
‘broken heart to Gol, and said, * What thou 
doest, I know mot naw, but I shall know here- 
aller". How many a father, standing by the 
couch of death, bas grasped the cold clammy 
hand of %ig' expiring son, and whilst the deep 

be bowed bis head in pilence ; be bas lifted his 
eyes 10 the hills from wheage came bis help, 
even tothe mighty God of Jacob; and he has 

| aball: know herealier,” Bo said the panting 
christian, who beheld his zealoos coadjutar— 
stretclied lifeless ‘befora his sickening gaze ; 
and so said the man who had built Lis spiritual 
house ugon a rock, as he sat upon the yuins of 
a desolated fortune, and surveyed, with herpic 
magoanimity, the fabric of years tolter to noth- 
ingoess, ‘* What thou doest, 1 know not now, 
but 1 shall know bereafter.” Yes my dear 
Brother, when the mister of earth sball have re. 
ceded, to introduce you to the splendour of 
eternity { when dime sball be ne more a toil, and 
life no more a burden ; when you shall have 
joined the Redeemer's attendants, * which, thick 
as stars, surround him; and when you shall speed 
your wpy through a gallery of innumerable 
glories; when you shall see, him face to face, 
whom mow baving not seen, you love, then, and 
not till then, shall you know * as you are 
known | then, ‘and ‘not till then, shall every 
iniscresing 9 ubt be cleared away, shall every 
dificulty be removed, shall every cloud be 
rolled by ; and then, and not till thea, will you 
be oble to gaze on the insufferable brightness of 
Deity, “Le this thought, then, chrystallise the 
tear. thas is about {p roll down your cheek ; Jot 
this. thought stifle the rebellions murmur ; let 
this'blunt the arrow of anguish ; for your merci. 
ful high priest has said—* what I do, thou know- 

than we rush forward agaip, supplicate the in- | 
telligence ‘of ‘an hour, intreat the foresight of a 

tone of murmuring was hushed, and like Aargs, 

said, * what thou doest I know not now, but 

est now, bat thou shalt knew hereafter” Yes { 
for by and bye, what, through the: dimness of 
your intellectual vision, you canoot)see, what 
through the fog of mortality you ¢adnat behold; 
you shall then fully understand ; for what is now: 
doing «ia infinitely beyead corceptiow, whilst, 
over all this mystery, the voice of mercy sounds? 
—*the voice of mercy, half drowned in the ~ 
storm,” ~=", Ig B71; be, uel afraid,” 

© + Blind whbélier is sure to ers; | 
And scan his work in vain; 

God is his own intorpreter, 
And he will make iv plaip. 

May the bereaved ones vnjoy all the consoling 
and strengthening influence ‘flowing from the 
consideration of Such passages already’ referred 
10 is the earnest prayer of Rd ‘ 
hE | R J. Lakakige. 
Pictou, June 19th, 1866. . 
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Missionary Colportage in ¢onnecw 
tion with the American Traét * 

Society. 
» 

Statistics and facts 
May 81s, 1864, 

Circulation of Publications, by sale and 
gr LL ALR ELE TERR DRT PRT Ippon.  § | 
Pdi meetings addressed and prayer HIN beg i 

¢ MA RE RR ER Sr Sra 
Fa aE ar mrad pl) religious books, xcept 

: Ly LR . feasvandanae J EER NY] Lx 

Families eave of the "OWA be it 
Romun Catholic families visited..cueuee.us.s., 
Protestant families neglecting Publie worship. .-149 
Families conversed w OW pefional religion or’ 
prajed With.ccaeaeas LLL ec ecst0ancsenceee 2,158 

i Fami cs vishtetd cos vnnvences sevssensiqinceniesd 102 

Time employed, 19 months; six Colporteurs 
are now engaged, via. :=- 

A. B. Fletcher, in Halifax Co, +4 . 
R. Logan; in Hants Co, * » 
R. Peppa, in Kings and. Annapolis Oo'a, 
C. Ls Cox,in Colchester Co, 

1 J. Moltae, In Pictou Co, : & 
8. Guna, 1a Richmond and Cape Breton Co's. 

There will be six additional, labourers shortly, 
four of whem are now appointed; + 

, NEED o¥ OprPomfade, 
In Kings Co., during the quarter, 117 families 

were found without any religions: boaks extept 
the. Bible ; 14 without the Bible and 68 seglect- 
ing'public worship. In Halifax Co\; 30 tamilies 
were found without the Bible, In one small 
settlement 8 families were withontithe word of 
[God § in another of 9 families only 2 Biblde 
[were found. In Lunenburg Col, ir che" small 
neigbbopbood 8 families were joupd destitute ; in 
acother 7. There is a much larger sumber of 
families who have scarcely a page of any othar 
religious reading. Families ‘are found wi 
¢hildren, numbering from 1 to 13 whe nqver gw . 

for the quarler ‘ending, 
; } 
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¢d any portion of the word of God, or a single 
volume of veligious truth to guide them in the 
way of lite. Mothers ‘have ‘been found, sub. 
rounded with'8'or 6 children, in’ one case 11, 
who, when asked, “Who is Jesus Christ.” 

1% Who died on the cross to save usifrem sin and 
Hell 7°" answered that they did not know. Théy 
koew nothing whatever of ithe simplest truths of 

the Bible. These are most startling fuets... What 
christian ever dreamed of the like ¥n' Nova 

Scotia. A | 
The Oolporteurs of the American Trad: 

Society are diligently engaged in seeking out 
these destitute neighborhoods and families, sup- 
plying them with the publications of the Society, 
aud by the aid of the Bible Bocitty, with "the 
word of "God. "Will mot christians pray ‘for anll 
and co-operate in this gocd work?" . 

GOOD BEING DONE, 
Mg. R. Logan of Hants Co., writes :—* 1 

have opened § Sabbath Schools, with very on- 

couraging prospects of: doing good. '1 have an 
application to appoint a meeting hext Sabbath 
to open apother. I opened one last Sabbath ih 
rather § poor Bection and at the glote of : 
lessons spoke about » Library, jp ( Was propose; 
and agreed to, that the ladies take ‘the case in 
band, when one gentlethan present, a’ teach, 
tald the to collect ull they could and bia woul 
put as much more to it. fois a Briar 

I have met with some encouragement to con- 
tinue ‘labouring. Some daysage Puiet with 4 
woman a head of a Tawily, with whom T'had 
long cofpversation last year, [he 4, then 
r..) bersell to the Tan. J 8 has now 
made a public professing of her faith in Jesus, 

| anil dedicated herself yo him, Met alsaa Romas 
Catholic widow with whom | had a long unsatist 
favtery conversation last year, to whom also | 
gave a tract. ‘I found her fn a very differen: 
temper, She brought ous the, track J gars ber. 
She seemed pleased with it and shed evi: 
dently read it," 1 bad * pleagant,, cbibgfustion 
with ber and gave her another traci which she 
thankfully received. A 1 
Met with a family last year, destitute of the 

I'gave them Bible, not one of whom could read. 
» Bible on condition, thet when any of the neigh- 
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