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CHE STEWS, 
Tae CircuLArR LETTER FROM THE ‘tae Basrery Nova Scorix 

Barrist Asso0IATION TO’ THE HURCHES OF WHICH 
LPT IS COMPOSED. ib 

Dear Brethren, . ; 

The subject to which we invite attention in. this our an- 
nual epistle, is that of Tue JEws. They claim our atten- 
tion and regard as being a portioti of the human race; and 
they claim peculiar régard, as being Hmong the most ‘inter- 
esting portions of that race. , To thgm do we owe, iaktru- 
mentally, all we enjoy in the'presenty and all we hope. for, 
in the future. From them sprung * tthe desire of all na-, 

tions.” . Out of Zion went forth the law and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusaleni.” © This fact'alone invests the Jew 

with an intérest which nothing can enhance. 
In. treating this subject, we may advert to, the present 
condition of the Jews ; to the claipisiwhich they; have on; 
‘our | christian sympathies; and. then’ present some incen- 
tives suited to call into activity suck sympathies. During 

Be Jew has stood forth 

conspicuous before the world, a: monumental attestation of 
-thie truth of ithe divine word. ~The d8straction of the: city 
of their 'solempifies, and. their, dispefsion over the: earth, 
was a literal fulfilménts!of :prophetie threptening, uttered 

the gérvants of God. “If yo will ot 
“unto: me, but, alk contrary unto me, 

you among the heathemiand will:draw put a Sword after you, 
-and your land shall be deyolate’ and’ ‘your cities waste.” 

"““‘And thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb and a 

byword, among all nations whitherthe Lord shalt lead thee.” 
\tidig all people, from the 

one end of the earth unto the other.” In harmony with 
thede and numerous other predictions of the prophets the 

present condition of the Jew is that of isolation from man, 

and alienation frond God. Because of their stiffnecked re- 

bellion, because they would have it 80, they are given up to 

the rejection of the Messiah, whose ¢oming, and the time 

and circumstances of whose coming, he that runneth may 

read. oh 

“Their case presents to, oir view with terrible conspicuous 

ness. the blinding proocess,.the hardening power of unbelief, 

and its far reaching, fearful consequences. 'Scathed and blast- 

ed, we find this people dispersed among the nations apd de, 

prived of those privileges which are denied to no. others. 

Like those great rivers, which disembogue, and with distinct 

gurrent, flow out far into the woean, sg do this people! 

though among, eéalesce not withthe pations of the earth, 

Wherever we travel we fitid thé children of Abrahafheveryof 
whére and always the same, groping in thedarkness:.of u 

dispensation long singe passed. away; #4 Por until this day 

remainethi the sanid vill untaken away.”  Théy have’a zeal 

for God, but mot: secording to knowledge. ' < Being ignor;, 

“wht of God's rightedusness,” of the divine and only way. of 

justification, ‘* and going, about, to. establish their dwn righte- 
ousness, they have not submitted themselves to the righte- 

ousness-of God.” Such is the condition of ‘the J ew, ‘He 

isunder’ disabilities from’ man, He, is wader the frown of 
‘Heaven, and iu @ eondition the most wretched which, falls to! 

the Tot of humanity. + |; ics LAY BET 

Having adverted tor their, present. condition, let “us now 

suithi much brevity, glance nt ithe sedond part of our subject, 
and notice the strong “claims which’ they have, on. opr, chris: 

tian sympathies. - The sentiméut of ‘the great Apostle re~ 

Yerberatés along the eénturies and makes a'respondive echo 

in every, christian hears : Iam: debtor both to the Greeks P 

and to the Barbarians, both to'the wise ‘and to the unwise.” 
“ @0 ya into all ‘the world and. preach the gospel to every 
creature,” is the great command of him whe ‘spake as 

never man spake.” This excludes none, biit> embraces all 
“the human race. And. if therebe-s peoplé]ts “whom be- 
yond ‘another, we owe a debt ‘of grititnde yet unpaid, it 

id that people, descended from faithful, Abrabam.. As the 
-depositaries of the glorious revelation of. God to man, 

through them havé ‘some down to pny the soriptures of eter 
yi 

"hal truth. Tn these, sacred oracles ave contiided thoye 
| cheering and sublime teachiugs, those far-reaching, all-em- 
“biasing prophecids which fll 

|| eloserof time, and nerve the christian’s heart for the great 

‘| warfare of life." | 

| without, an image, without an ephod and without. a teraphim. 

_That nothing may be wanting to incite to an energetic 
response to the claims which the condition of this people 
make upon us, we have presented before us the sure word 

of promise. ' ““The children of Israel shall abide many days 

‘without a prince, without a king, without a sacrifice and 

Afterward shall they return and seek ‘the’ Lord their God 

Whilst European christians have put forth such noble 
and successful efforts, ¢hristians in America have not for- 
otten their duty in this great work.. In the cities of New 
ork and Boston, central Jewish societies exist, with hun- 

dreds of branches throughout the Union. On the shores 

of the Hudson are lands, which christians of the United 

States have assigned to Jews who have fled from persecu- 

tion in other countries. The Lord has largely blessed the 
efforts of American christians in this noble cause. 
Permit us now, before concluding, to present some of the 

and David their king.” ¢* And it shall come to pass that 

‘a8 I'have watched ‘over them tg pluck them up, to break 

down and destroy and afflict, so will I watch over them to 

build and to plant, saith the Lord.” ‘And what is Ezekiel’s 

vision of the reviving of the dry bones but an illustrious 
promise of -a- more glorious revival than has yet occurred, 

when ‘that people shall turn to the Lord from whom they 

have revolted 7 Says the evangelical prophet: ‘It shall 

come to pass in that day that the great trumpet shall be 

blown, and they shall come who were ready to perish in the 

land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and 

shall ‘worship the Lord in the holy mount of Jerusalem.” 

Let us hear the decisive and final utterance of the great 

Apostle of the Gentiles : “I would not brethren, that ye 

should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise 

in’ your own coneeits, ‘that blindness in part is happenzd 

unto Israél, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in, 

and 30 all Tsrae] shall be saved.” There shall be a general 

turning of Jsrael to the Lord their God. 

Again, have we-not in the response of this people, to the 

claims of the Gospel in the earlier ages. of Christianity, a 

hifight promise of their glorious destiny? From thie Acts 
of the Apostles we hear that many Jews early embraced 

the sruth, By the preaching of Peter on the day of Pen- 

coit three thousand were converted ; not long after, five 

the Church were daily added. such as should be ‘saved. 

Along. the subsequent centuries, we thave from time to time 

cheering pledges that Gad has not forgotten to be gracious 
to his:anciént people. . In order to prove this we have but 

1 to refer to the Jéws of the 5th Century, in the: islands of 

Minoteas Cyprus, and Crete, when’ large numbers “were 
brought to-believe in the: Lord Jesus Christ!" * 

Through the dark, gloomy’ periods of the middle ages, 
the Lord ever had his witnesses among the descendants of 
the Father of the faithful. Co) 

.» Wee cannot here notice, except in the most cursory man- 
nery the influence of the Reformation of the 16th Century, 

on the condition of the Jews. It may suffice to say, that 

and of the Holy Scriptures, the study of orieptal customs 
and manners, and that of the Hebrews in particular, led to 
a-seeper interest in this people than had existed for long 

aged before. - Then was awakened in. the breasts of ahris- 

tians a very general sympathy in behalf of the ancient peo: 
ple of God. We learn that oikier, in his latter years, ex-. 
pressed the: warm: emotions of his heart towards them. 

And history informs us that Oliver Cromwell had ‘thoughts 
and plans with reference! to théir re-establishment. : 
Juthé 17th Centuryin pious preacher of Strasburg named 

Schaddeus, translated the four gospels ahd ‘the Acts of the 
Apostles; into thé Hebrew, and at: his own-éxpense pub- 
lished themy under the name of the’ Pentateuch of the New 
Pestament. Not: long after this Johw Muller’published a 
letter to the Jews, on the Salvation of Christ.’ The suc- 

dss of -thesé two works was great, and many were brought 
thereby. to, enjoy: the blessings of salvation. 
In order further to encourage and incite us to the per- 

formance of duty, in this noble work, let ‘us: briefly notice 
the condition of this people during the 'padt®dnd ‘presént 
century, and thie efforts which have been put'forth for their 
conversions ‘We have thus fur-noticed only mdividual ef- 

forts. But early.in ‘the 18th century’ christian communities 
took the work in hand. ' The Moravian brethren’ were fot 

backward - inc this ‘noble: cause. “Zinzendorf had ‘enlarged 
wiews of {Tsraél's destiny, and ever ‘treated the Jews with 

eat consideration and affection. 
+The: fist: sqciety ‘especially formed in- their favor took 
lace at: Halle, in Germany, in 1728, under ‘the nauie of 

+» the Jewish institute of Callemberg.” Tn this institution’ 
we have.a-triumphant proof of the ‘power of prayer. ' Said 
the pious and venerable Prelate, Hochestetter : “there are 
three things which in prayer, I bave long asked of God,— 

1st. That lie would be pleased to pour out an’ abundant éf- 

he would be pleased to send forth laberers into ‘the vast 
field ot Pagan’ lands 7 8rd That he would remember the 
vine of Israel and have merey upon it.” 7 This“ last prayer 

was answered, and the nable institution above noticed, was 
established. Young Cdllemberg, ‘the’ founder, ‘continued 

for thirty-two: yeirs, to direct it. This establishment con- 

tinued for sixt v-four years, and sent forth Jewish missiona- 
rieg through Kurope, Asia, and Africa; who proclaimed sal- 

the, entra, field of vision to the 

thousand ‘had embraced the truth as it is in Jesus; and to} 

thie revival of literatare, the study of the sacred languages, 

fusion of his Spirit’ on eliristians in Germany; 2nd, That| 

many motives which urge us to labor and pray for Israel's 
conversion. | Js » 
1st. Sympathy for the suffering calls for our prayers and - 
our efforts. Has evera peopleendured such numerous and 
long continued wrongs, as have the Jews. Theirs have 
been the rigors of an Egyptian endurance, for age on age. 
Their unceasing cry has been, when the morning came, 
“would God it were evening,” and at evening, ** would 
God it were morning,” because of the terror which has 
seized upon them. N or Tet any in reply to this, say ‘“‘such 
was the prediction of the prophet, and such the purpose of 
heaven.” Divine purpose and human duty, so far from 

running always in parallel lines, are not unfrequently seem 
opposed, the one to the other. -By the ‘determinate coun- 
sel and foreknowledge of God,” was our Lord's betrayal; 

= was it by ** wicked. hands that he was crucified and 
slain.” 

2nd. Gratitude calls upon us to put forth a helping hand. 
Who was the first great missionary to the human race? 
Though the Prince of the kings of the earth, he was a Jew. 
Though ¢‘ Immanuel, God with us,” he was of Abraham’s 

séed. David's Lord was David's son. And allied to the 
great missionary, as to the flesh, were the first subordinate 

missionaries. They gave us the gospel; our privilege and 
duty in return, is, to’ present it to them, : 

3rd. The Command of our risen Lord is, ** begin at Jeru- 
salem.” To the Jew first in point of time was the gospel 
preached, was the word of salvation sent; and as long as 
Israel's race is found far from God and righteousness, the 

command comes, clear and distinct from the Captain of 

Salvation, ‘¢ beginning at Jerusalem.”.......- if 
4th. When faith would fail and courage sink prophecy 

reassures us * Behold I will gather you from the nations, I 

will bring you into your own land, I will cleanse you from 
your pollutions, I will give you a new heuri, I will put m 
spirit within you, and foil walk mn sedge 
“¢ 50 all Israel shall be saved.” A 

5th. Finally, Do not the signs of the times present a 

powerful motive. to hasten into the -field, ‘which promises 
such a glorious harvest? , 

1. Among these signs is the marked change which is 

taking place in the civil condition of the Jews. ‘We find 

alike in England and France, in Germany, Holland and 

Russia, yea, everywhere, that the civil disabilities under 

which they so long labored are fast being removed. 
2. There is at this time, a disposition on the part of the 

Jew to listen to the christian such as has never before ex- 

isted since the time of the Apostles. | 
3. The general expectation of this people is another 

cheering sign. ‘At the'advent of the blessed Jesus, there 

was a general expectation of some neat, unknown, but great 

event; and such is now the state of expéctancy on the part 

of the peeled and seathed sons of Abraham. | 
4. Lastly, the numerous conversions which have taken 

place among them, within the past few. years, is oné of the 
extraordinary and encouraging signs of thesé times. In 

Berlin, where there are not 7,000' Jéws, no less than 1,000 

'have professed faith in Jesus Christ, We are told that in 

Hungary and @Gallicia, the field seems white, ready to the 

harvest. In Russia, within the last 15 years, about 2,000 

have embraced the truth. Some cases of thrilling interest 

Have lately occurred in America, of the ¢onversion jot Jews. 
the recital of which, did space permit, would eepse our 

hearts to leap for joy. . And let us recur to the gemerally 

well known fact, that more Jews haye been converted within 

the last quarter of a eentury,: than during the/previous 
period of seventeen hundred years. y 

Is there nothing, Dear Brethren, in these, and in sugh 

facts as these, to awaken our highest expectations and our 

fullest activities with reference to Israel's destiny? Arewe 
desirous of blessings richer far than all the abundance of 
¢orn or wine > Behold the sure high-way to such blessings : 
««T will bless him that blesseth thee, and curse him that 

curseth thee.” Castigations the most rigorous have ever 
fallen upon Israel's perseeutors, ‘while those which have 
shown them favor, have shared in the richest beuedictions. 

This is a fact which deserves to be deeply pondered. Are 
these rich promises for those who propagate the gospel ? 
Are there in store for them richblessings of heavenly favor ? 

Does their peace flow as a river, their righteousness as the 

waves of the sea. But if there be blessings richer and 

fuller for the diffusion of heavenly truth among one people. 

more than another, it is for those who say unfp Israel, 
«'Arise, shine, for thy Tight is come, and the ‘glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee?” 3 

Though the time has not yet come, it may be drawing 
near, when it will be our privilege and duty, as a body of 

christians, to establish a’ Jewish Mission. May we unite 
with our pre for ong enjoyed, our activities and 

vation through the bldod of the Lamb, *-* 
prayers, or their largest diffusion, and bé in readiness, at 

e divine call, for every good word and work.” * 


