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CHAPTER VIIL | -
PASTORATE IN BT, JOHN.
(No. 2)

On the Sabbath afier my arrival in the city
there were four persons baptized by my prede-
cessor. A one of these was the captain of a
ship, and the ordinance was administered in;the
afternoon,there was a large assemblage of peo-
ple, including many sailors and ‘numbers of
drunken men, One of this class seized me by
the arm, saying, * If I fall, you'll fall” Though
this situation was not a pleasant one, yet ne re-
sistance was attempted ; but the first favorable
opportunity was improved to extricate myself
quietly from it, So dense, however, was the
crowd, that it was out of my power to obtain a
pesition from which the administrator and ‘can-
didates could be seen. The only means where-
by Icculd ascertain when a person was bap-
tised, was by hearing a shout and roar of
laughter from the ‘irreverent rabble, of whom

numbers’ were perched upor adjacent wharves,

(When the ordinance was subsequently adminis;
tered by me, it was deemed expedient to cheose
an earlier hour, when there would not probably
be so mauny, if any, persons presentin a state of
intoxication.)

At the commencement of my labers there, the
only Baptist Chorch in the city and suburbs
coutained but about 120 membera; and there
was no other minister of our denomination resi-
dent in St. John—the population’ béing then
about 9000—or within 30 miles in any direction,
Having presently obtained-a list of the mem-]
bers—an invariable practice with ‘me on taking
the . charge of any church—I endeavoured to
look after the spiritual wellare of each indivi-
dual. While engaged in- the discharge of this
duty, in-the early part of my labors there, a
lady who did'not profess religion remarked to
me, * You must visit the sinners as well as the
saints.”” This admonition has often oceurved to
me in the subsequent eourse o( my ' ministerial
labprs

To change my mode of living {rom habits of
economy and frugality—always living within the
means—to those deemed respectable in a city, was
na easy task. The kind sisters whom we consulted
with reference to furniture for dur apartments,
doubtless wishing to have that of their minister
equal to the furniture of genteel people ip the
city in geveral, proposed an expenditure quite
beyond the means possessed. As I'bad but little
property besides a small place, which neither
could be sold for its valne vor let, the outlay
required would bave involved me in debt, with-
out any reasopable prespect of being able to
pay. Notenly did my conscience revolt at this,
but it appeared to me the part of duty to prae-
tise such economy as would enable me to afford
sume assistance to persons in pressing need. A
case had recently occurred in which I was called
to visit a very sick person in the night, where
the fawily bad no light, nor means fo procure
even a candle. The thought of expending so
much in superfluities—a thing undoubtedly done
by mauy—as to put it out of my power (o con-
tiibute to abjects of benevolence, or the reliel of
persons actually suffering from want, was to me
intolerable. ' I theretore winced at the proposa)
to expcua ten dollars a piece on the windows for
curtaiss. 1t accorded with a remark made by
an aged and respectable man resident in the
city, * that some people lay out much money to
let the light into their houses, and then ‘expend
more to shat it out.’

Under-these circumstances | stated my views
frankly to one of the principal parties who had
given advice, to this effect, ¢ that the Church
doubtless, proposed to allow me as much as they
consisistently could, namely, £150 per apnum,
which mwight, ‘i frugally used; support wme
with my wife and five children ; bat it wqqld
cost ahout £50 for house rent, fuel, and milk,
leaving only £100 for food, clothing; charitable
objects, &e., &e., and that it would unquestion-
ably cost at least £100 to furpish our apartments
in & style equal to that proposed for the window
curtsine. Being a person of discernment, she
readily perceived and admitted the correctness
of my statement ; and ‘promised to uge ber inflo-
ence—which she -did Yo good effect—to have
every thing placed on as moderate a scale as
would be at all becoming my situation,

About the middle of March, h"‘fu ascertain.
ed that there were & number of persons in the

not in vain. ‘ a Wil ol e

| health being fecble, and my , dpirits, depressed,

 brethren, a man of some note, at'a conference
| meeting exprcued a hlgh a,pprqmstl(m of the

city and’ suburbs Wwho had been baptised; wnd | chureh ‘above ‘miadty ‘have ‘emigrated ‘to thé

somie of them were members of Baptist churches| United ‘States ; ‘there #till "remain about, five
in the 'places. whence 'they bgd gome, 1 com- | hundrdd penoh, resened from the. ﬂmldqm of
menced making special efforts to induce them to|errar and. sin,  the Ldrd’s freemen,” verving
obtain dismissions and unite with: the Chureh|'

where they were dwelling. This should in all
cases be immediately done by the persans them.
selves ; but if it be neglected, pastors, an indeed
other members, ought to use their influence to
‘have it effected. In this matter my efforts were

his.word, . There are-eight churches; compesed
of “baptized belivers, and managing their apirit-
ual affajts by the light of the New Testament, -

A very interesting  baptiam | oecurred last’
month. Seven ,pérsons ptofessed faith in the
Saviour. ' An aged ‘wian -and his' wife, ‘their
‘daughtet, one of the teachers at Longeuiel, and
'three of the pupih’wero ** baptized into Christ”
in the preséhoe of a lage ‘congregation,’ mam}y
consisting of> Romanists, who always attend in
great nu?\beu on such ocqaalons, and bebay
 with mafked pmpnet) Our friends hdve' re-
cently. constructed a very commodious baptistery
near the:Mission House. The water of a small
stream is ¢onducted into a reservoir, fifiy feet
long, which is alwaysin readiness for the ad-
ministration of. the sacred rite. :

‘Other 'baptisms are expected to t.a&e place
lhortly 'There.is ‘no difficulty with converted
Romanists on this subject. They read the New
Testament, and paturally come to the conclu-

sion fhat baptism is the believer's path to the
church,,

Strong commendation ol the labors of preach:
ers is liable to do them harm ; but there ‘are
cases in ‘whick ‘an expression 'uf approval may
bé serviceable. ' I the courag of tbe Qprmg my

apprebensions arose in my wind that my services
were not acceptable. While these fears held
me in a state ol dejection; one of the prinoipal

‘3‘_-..——"

value of .my services, and the edifying nature of |
my discourses. This tended to encourage and.
strengthen me in the werk of the Lord. ‘

Early in the month of May I went to Am-
hexst. for the remainder of my. ,famtly and eﬂqc&o
After pleuant. interviews with tried friends in
that region, we set sail in a small vessel on the
18th. ' We had a tediods passage ; and Mrs. T,
who ‘caught a severe cold by getting her feet
wet while going on board, became very ill, and
so continued for a length of time after we
reached St.'Johu. How sxoeedlngly ohecbered
are the scenes of 'this Tife !

On Lord’s day morning, May - 28tb I enjoyed
the pleasure of baptizing three candidates, whe
had givensatisfactory evidenge of having ex-
perienced & gracious ehange. ' The meorning
was calmand pleasant, the people ‘assembled
were quiet and attentive, and the season was
solemn and delightful. At the subsequent ad:
ministration of the Lord’s supper thenumber of
communicants was comparatively large, and' a
happy state of Christian nnion appeared  fo
prevail,

Having recently furnished some oommumca,
tions for the Christian: Watchman, in one  of
which an apology was offéred Tor proposing an
exposition of a pertiop of Scripture differgnt
from thas given by the Editer, I received a letter
from Mr. Nichols, the publisher, in which he-
remarked, ** Your communications; 1 can assare
you, are very acceptable, not only to us, but to
onr readers. We are often asked, Who is the
author of those excellent, communications signed
Philographes ?” This statement led me to hope
that my pen might be beneficially employed, and
stimulated me to use some diligence in that de-
partment of labor.

LR

will soon be formed in' Canada East.
abundant 'materials for it. . Sueh - an institution
woald’ be highly - serviceable to the’ cauge, by
comolidatfng and extendmg (h': union of the
brethren, and devoloping talents and resourves,

' In the course of the day l visited the gardem
and the' farm, and wdlked athong the graves of
the departed, with ¢ome of whom 1 had * taken
sweet' coinsel ™ ‘in years gone by.

Skill aqd carefulness are eminently displayed
in the management of the temporal affairs of
the Mission, - They # gatber up the fragments,’
so that + nothing is lost, The produce of the
a|fafch‘and the garden furnishbs a large portion of
the food of ‘the household. 'Lhast winter, when
\ mcat was m\usqqllx dear, the other stations
rgnclved valpable a\d in, supplies, of pork and
various kinds of vegetables from Grande Ligne.

A severe simplicity reigns in'‘the establish-
ment. ' 'Food, furniture, dress is of the 'plainest
description. The Lord’s money, contrxbute,d by
his people, is carefully husbpnded |

It was a very happy day that I spent at the
Grand Ligne Mission. In the ‘evening I had
the' pleasure to ‘meet four of ‘the misdionaries,
who had assembled to copsult an the affairs of
the Mission, and to set things in order.

This is a very interesting department of the
missionary field, and deéserves liberal encourage-
ment. If any of gur brethren have money to
spare, let them send it. The wants of the
‘Mission are just pow very serious. I -shall be

happy to receéive and transmit the contributions
of the brethren.

There are
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For the Christian Messenger,

A day at the Grande Ligne Mission,

DEAR BRGTHER,—

After an absence of saveral years [ bave re-
visited thé Grande Ligne Mission. Ileft Mon, |
treal for that purpose on Manday afternoon the
9thinst,, and returned the next evening.

It is a sacred spot—consecrated by the prayer
of faith, and by sel-denying, ardent, penavering
labour. God's blessing bas rested oa ‘it in po
or(inary measure. Eivangelieal Protestants, and
especially Baptists, should regard it as their duty
to render it liberal support.

" Madame Feller is still the presiding spirit of
the place, Long may she remain so! Physi:
cally enfeebled by the paralytic seizure which | It is certainly desirable that a minister of the
she guffered some time ago, she' is wouderfully gasp :1 shopld give his whole time 1o the work of
vigorous in 'mind, and as warm-hearted as ever. | the winisiry ; yetit is certain that some of the
It ia delightfal to listen o her pitby, fervent,| best, holiess, and most efficient ministers with
wise sayings, expressed in her own peculiar | whose labours the church has been blessed, de-
English, and always * fitly spoken,” And it is
almost amusing to observe Low every thing,
down to the minutest details, is phpod before
ber, for advice or dirgction, She is the ¢ Moth-
er” of the establishment, and her children are
distinguished by affectionate obedience and de-

voted deference to her will,

Yours truly,

July 19, 1866. J. M. Cramp.

For the Christian Messenger.

What a Minister may do, and be a
Minister.
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While 1 regard as wise and admirable the
Address delivered by the learned and Reverend
President of Acadia College, to the class'recent-
ly geaduated ¢ that institution, yet on one point
I ‘think it a little one-sided, perhaps extreme.

‘deubt, they considered the circumstapcey in
which they were placed, justified this employ-
ment. of their: time, Sowe of the Apostles
caught fish after they were called to preach as
well as betgre. The life of the Apootle Paul

, aflords a striking example of the union of labour
Next to Madame Feller is brother Roussy, her

in the gospel with otber labour. In the very
constant associate in toil and suffering for thirty | beight of bis apostelic labours ‘and success, be

years past. Gentle and unassuming in his de- | employed a portion | of his time in working at his
partment, and so fearfol of intrusion as to be|trade of téntmaking. 1 hope the Rey, Doctors
sometimes deemed a man of cool reserve, he is| will not bo\uﬂnndod at this peferepce. It is.
nevertheless promptand energetic, elear sight. | truly & olie ; and if they cannot admire and
ed, firm without rashness, and undﬂauy‘d by comtqu, tlny had bettar be silent. Nor was
this & solitary instance in the lile of the apostle,
Indeed while this diyine man maintains his nght
ta receive & suppart, and sometimes did receive
it, from those to whem be preached the gaspel,
and for whose spivitual wellare he laboured with
marvelloos power, uﬂw and success, it seems
to have been nat an wncommon practice mh
him w!»hnw to support himself by the

labour of his own hands. (See 1 Oor, ix, 1-15,

Wm work of the Lord bas prospered m
vader - the ’ - of these ‘esteemed
servants of the Saviour. ‘Like minded hbounn
bave been raised up from fime to time, who have
united with them in. the holy esterprise Snd
have shared largely in the same spirit, It is
believed that, as many as fifleen huandred souls

bave attained & saving acquaintance with the
truth. Some  bave been transferved to ‘the

aleo chap, iv. 13) While ‘preaching the word

Jesus to the best of their power, according'to”

I-hope that 'a « French Baptist  Association "’

voted a part of their time to other work. No

| of 1ife 16 the ‘chitféh at Ephéus, atid to othér
| cburches and disciples in Asia Minor, for three

years, he supported himgelf during the whole
period by the labowr of his own hands. (See Aota 1
x¥. 34)) Let/this fact be pondered and the pious
horror felt by some at the profandtion or un-
faithfulness committed by a minister engaging
in any other than minsterial work,will give
place to admiration, sympathy, and determina-
tion ‘to reinove as far 'as possible the necessity °
that compels such exhausting labour. While
preaching, too, at 7hessalonica, the apostle and
co-adjutors,~Silvanus and Timothy, supported
themselves in ﬁke manner—by’ their own Tabour,
(See 1 Thpss. ii. 9, 2 Thegs, jii, 8) While )
preaching at Coriath . for a year and a half, he
received no support from thé people; not wish- |
ing to be burdensome to them ; what’ he and his °
companion Barnabas needed, was oupphed by
contributions from brethren in Maoedoma, and |
probably in part. by the. labour' of their own |
hands. (See 2 Cor. 11.'9. ' 1 Oor. ix. 6.

These facts showing as they do the very foot

| prints of the great Apoasile to the Gentiles are

very important and instructive on the poinknow »
discussed. *Though ‘possessed of power 1o per-~
form miracles, he uded no such power for’ hu
support ; he preferred for this purpose to work "
with bis hands during a part of theime in which.
he was fulfilling his great mission of preaching:
Christ erucified and His unsearchable riches. '

‘Naw, 1 ask—Did Paul in s0 doing, as occasion ,
reguired, or an uncommen benevolence and, self.,
sacrifice prompted, leave the ministry, or prave
in the least unfaithful to’ his calling and work ¥
Did he cease ta bg in profession and reality an,
apostle, of . Jesus Christ? Was he less s0,
than Peter and the other apostles who, it seems,:
received their support from the peopld ? Was
he less the minister and ambassador of Christ to
the churches and pedples to- whom: he ‘preached
in thé name of the Lord ? Nay, verily. (See
1 Cor. ix. 15. 2 'Cof. v 90. xii. 12:11)
Where shail we find a brighter example of con-
secratiop fo (:06.5&,4 Qﬁtednet&gotba wealfarp
ot the church and the sonls of sinners thau the
life and labours of the Apostle Paul’ furnish ?
Where indeed but in:Him who was not of earth,
baut from Heaven,—and who lived aud spoke,
loved and laboured, suffered and died,—as man
never did ? ‘

Now it may possibly have been a loss to the
people that they had failed to reeoguize or neg-’
legted to carry out the divine rule as to minis;
terial support—* That those who preach the,
gospel, .sbould live ot the gospel ;"' (1. Cor, ix.
14.), but it is plain that the apestle did not een-’
sider'thas by so doing he had ipcurred loss it the’
view of (God and eternity,vrihat he had com-
mitted sin, had left, or was leaving his divine
calling and work, or' had he. been unfaiihiul so'
Christ; his ¢hureh, o the souls of men. And’
on the review he felt no regret, made no ¢qn-
fession as if be had done wrong, but gloried tha
more because of the eourse he had taken iw this
}relpect. (1 Cor. ix.' 1528, ' 2 Cor. 'xi. 04-11.)‘
It seems then a point made out from: the fasts
adduced from the Seriptares, that & minister m
without sin or unfaithfulness combine secular
labour with the work of the ghristian ministry
The Apostle of greatest renown and usefulngss
did this, Se did several of the maost devoted of
his companions and coadjuters. ' Can it be wrong
for ministers now, when the labour and sacrificg
are required of them by circumstances wh;oh
they cannot contral, toact in a similar maoper 2
Who will anthoritatively declare tbat it.is?
Censured indeed they may be,—but it will be
difficult to show that of necessity, and withopf
regard to cquumstancea,——they are wrong, N

However, in censuring them for the course
ministers are sometimes compelled in this respect
to take, ¢are shauld be bad lest cansure be , ¢ast
also-on the Apostle of the Gentiles, and ou hid
companions and co-adjutors who trod it the sameé
steps. Uunwilling to trespass further on your -
time snd space just now, 1 will reserve other
remarks 1 design te make till next week,

1 remain respectfully,
GeorGE ARMSTRONG.
June 21(k, 1866, G e
S p———
_ For the Christian Messenger, |
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HANDLEY NELSON, A SABBATH qbsool. )

SBCHOLAR.

Died, at Basti Aylesford on 19th Jane
Joy Nelson, son of James K. sud Elis &c.&h
S : gau
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