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ArriL 25, 1866. THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 

~ Gonespondentr. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 

By Rev. Carrs Topper, D. D. 

CHAPTER VIL 

FIRST RESIDENCE IN AMHERST. 
L J 

(No. 6.) 

Near the close of the year 1823, a circum: 

stance occurred which terned my attention 

somewhat ont of ite ordinary course. A poor 

man (Mr. C) resident in Amherst, was disabled 
by king's evil ; and had no relative able to pro 
vide for his maintenance. He therefore made 

application to the Overseers of the poor fer sup- 
port. But it appears to have been. decided at 
public meeting, that be bad vot obtained a resi- 

dence in, Amberst ; and consequently that he 
must be sent to the parish in Westmorland, 

N. B., where be bad formarly resided. The Over- 

seers there, however, al'eggd that it devolved on 

the people in Amherst to support bim ; and so 
sent bim back. It soon came to my knowledge 
that this man, whose sufferings from disease 
were great, was being thus carried’back and 
forth, a distance of five miles, over rough roads, 

and in cold weather, acd put down in the 
streets. The parties concerned in this seemed 

to feel themselves obliged to do as they did. 

Under these circumstances of determined. con: 

tention, the people generally hesitated to take 
him nto their houses, lest they should be thereby 

involved in trouble. | 

It appeared that this extraordinary case arose 
from the fa:t, that the poor laws in the two 

Provinces were dissimilar. According to the 
lawe of New Brunswick, it belonged to Amherst 

to provide for this mao ; but by those of Nova 

Scotia it did not, Hence both parties, referring 

a | the people who were about to board Mr. C. were 

to their respective laws, were confident of being 
in the right ; and neither would yield, or consent 

to a compromise. 

It was, indeed, regarded by me as my appro 
priate work to labor for the spiritual welfare of 

my fellow men: but, while the Apostles said, 

¢ It ie not reason that we should leave the word 

of God, and serve tables,’’ the * pries\” was 

evidently blamed for neglecting to relieve a 

mau in distress, and * passing by on the other 

side.” (Acts vi. 2. Luke x. 380, 81.) Even 

the great Ajostle to the Gentiles, when necessi- 

ty required it, devoted much time, attention, 

and labor to the relief of the needy, and en- 

joined the same course upon other ministers of 

the gospel. (Acts xx. 17, 84, 85. Rom. xv: 

25, 26. 2 Cor. viii. 4, 6.) It theretore seemed 

evidently incumbent on me, as far as in me lay, 

to act the part of the good Samaritan in this 

case. 
Having received encouragement from two 

members of the Legislature that they would en- 

deavor to have this anomaly adjusted during the 
coming Session, 1 emplcyed a person to keep 
Mr. C. one week, while | might raive by volun. 

tary contribution a sufficient amount to support 

bim six months. Jealousy, however, on both 

sides of the line, lest be should be fixed on one 

of the parishes contrary to their wishes, pre- 

sented a serious obstacle. Particularly as it 

scemed most convenient to provide a place 

for him in Westmoreland, the suspicion arose, 

and it was currently reported, that it was my 

design #0 * to manage the card ”’ as ultimately 
to oblige that parish to support him. Probably 

under this impression one person said to me, “1 

think you might be better employed.” 1 re. 

plied, “ It may be so; but I do not fear inearring 
tbe Divine displeasure by my efforts in this 

case. A Buptist woman, who bad hitkerto 
treated me with much respect and kindness, in- 

quired of me, if it was true that the people in 

Amherst bad hired me to make such an arrange- 

ment as would fasten Mr. C. upon those of 
Westmoreland 7° 1 replied, that * I'bad done 

many wicked actions io my life, but never a 

mean one.’ To be suspected by a friend of 

such basesconduct, while engaged ip a self-deny- 

ing and pborious task, from purely pbilanthro- 

pic motives, seemed quite too bad; and made 

me almost resolve to resent such an insult, and 

to enter that house wo more. Oo second 
thought, however, ] judged is wiser, and better 
on all accounts, to adopt a pacific course. Op 

my wakisg a quiet statement of the case, snd 

her expressing satisfaction as to the sincerity of 
my intentions, our friendship was continged. ' ° 
A written notice was sent mie, that the wi 

must not be kept in a parish, of Westmorland. 

As there would probably be some whe would 

object to bis residing in Amberat, it seeméd tht 
be poor man could not be allowed to live in any 
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place. . Happily, however, there was a * dispu, 
ted territory,’ where the boundary between the 
two Provinces was not determined ; and on this, 

if | mistake not, a place was found where be 
‘was permitted 10 remain. 

Owing to the excited and suspicious state of 
feeling prevalent, it was no easy matter to ob- 
tain thie sum required. Individuals there were 
who responded to the call readily and generous- 
ly ; but many evinced ingenuity in raising ob- 
jections, and framing excuses. One aged and 
wealthy man alleged, that if be should give any 
thing, it would tend to fix the man upon that 
parish. Though aware of the absurdity of this 
idea, I did not judge it advisable to contend with 
bimj and therefore replied, that he might de- 
pend upon secrecy, that ne one shoyld know 
from me who gave it, or where it was given. 
« But,” said be, “ if any person should ask me, 
I most tell the truth.” 1 then remarked, that 

poor, and it was needful to furnish some bed- 
ding ; and suggested that be might aid in this 
way. His wife readily said, * If you say so, I 
will bring out some bed-clothes.”” But he re- 
plied, “I ‘am afraid I should do wrong.” It 
seemed he was #0 conscientious that he could 
not be induced to afford the slightest degree of 
assistance in a case ol urgent necessity and un- 
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bgreat engines of modern commerce. These we 

have in exhaustless quantities—and 80 accessj- 
ble to the world—in & oninsla, ju (ting into 
the ocean, and surrounded with waters and har- 
bours where the navies of the world might come 
and lie safely ; and with so remarkable a rela- 
tien, by juxta position, to the progressive West ! 
I< is a Jittle aside from my subject, improvement, 
 perbaps—improvement as actually seen, though 
uot ‘aside from improvement prospective, fo 

the evident wisdom of making their own coun- 

try their permanent howe, instead of wandering 
far away ‘in search of doubtfal advantages. 
Rich lands and a thin population, with coarse 
manners, and numesous discomforts, may be 
tound ir the far west ; and not a few from N.va 

Scotia have sovght those distant regions with 
splendid visions before their eyes—perhaps to 
find an early grave—seldom, I believe, to fin'l a 

home so hearty and happy as the land of their 
birth. ' Among the multitudes, that in the course 

of twenty or thirty years past, bave thus sought 

0 ‘‘ better their fortunes,” how few can be 

pointed to, as rising to any eminence even in 
wealthb—the lowest form of eminence. Far 
different is it ig Nova Scotia. Numerous names 
occurs of those) who stand prominent among us 
as instances of successful industry or talent. 

questionable charity! A few m subse- 
quently. this poor rich man died. Bi son 
then cawe into the possession of a | estate. 
Previously to this he bad been intemperate ; but 
the want of means had in some measure res- 
trained him. Now, however, that restraint was 

removed, and the property of which not even a 

pittance could be spared to relieve a fellow- 
creature in distress, facilitated and accelerated 

the downward course of this only son to the 
drunkard’s grave, which he soon filled. 

This case may, indeed, appear extraordinary ; 
but there are undoubtedly many irr which pro- 
perty withheld from objects of benevolence, and 
hoarded up professedly for the benefit of child. 
ren, proves a curse to them in various ways, es 

pecially by affording bem facilities for indul- 
gence in the use of intoxicating drinks, to their 

utter ruin. 

It may be proper to state, in conclusion, that 
by stienuous exertions, and the liberality of 
benevolent persons, provision was made for the 

support of this object of charity till the next 

spring ; when be was admitted into the Poor 

House in Halifax, where he was kept comforta- 

bly during tke short period of the remainder of 

his life. It may be safely presumed, that neither 
the donors nbr their children would sufler any 

inconvenience, while on them would come * the 

blessing of him that was ready to perish.” 

- For the Christian Messenger. 

Old eyes om young Nova Scetia. 

. Neo. 2. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Dear Messenger, 

Improvement! why it almost passes belief. 

Those who are in comnstant view of it, have but 

half an impression of js magnitude. It takes 

time—say ten years or jo—1io give one a per- 

spective view of such things. True, we have 
no Chicago or Rochester to artoynd us hy its 
rapid growth as of a might; but we bave pro- 

gress as real and almost as rapid, perbaps quite 

80. Look atthe rise and progress of the mining 

interest. The writer remembers when a single 

private party, without capital asd with a sorry 

gin worked by ove horse, used io raise a few 

chaldrons of coal trom a poor little mine at the 

mouth of Sydney harbor. There was no pump- 
ing system to discharge the water, so that as 

soon as the mining struck below the inelined 
plane of the drain, called, absurdly enough, as 

it seems 10 me, the level, all work in that direc- 
tion ceased, overwhelmed with the drainage 
water. Now see how mdoy capital establish. 
ments have sprung up, and are sti'l springing up, 

in Sydney harbour, and for miles aloog the coast; 

as well as in the little Bras d'Or, and an Bou, 

Jardrie lsland, besides those at Pictou and in 

Cumberland, worked with all modern appliances 

of aft. But one is most struck at the: gold 

mines, though bardly perbaps to be compared 

for fue value to coal and iron. Who would 

havé’thought, ten years ago, that “ Bleak Nova 
Scotia's barren strand,” as Tom Moore not very 
trathfally sang of it; with, ite bare rocks and 
stunted yo should 'prove rich with earth's 

¢ dearest + gold—pure, real, native gold.’ 

Yet 5 1s —we are underlaid, no ope knows 
hoy. {ar, with auriferpus quarks, and within only 

thrge or four years, maby mines of the 

deposit avé being skiltully' ‘and profitably 
wrought. But ‘the'triie Wéalth of Nova Scotia | 
lies in its exhaustless stores of irom and coal, the 

This formd one of the striking features of 
provincial improvement that strike the eye of 
one who has been some time ‘atsent from the 
shores of Nova Scotia. And in surveying with 

perous natives of our peninsula®home, | 18 it not 
‘gratifying to observe how many in the catalogue 
have risen to the position they occupy, of 
wealth, or usefulness, or rank, not from the pop- 

ulation of the town only, to whom some peculiar 
advantages may bave belonged from their youths 
but from our rural population, and from stations 
or circumstances which demanded no ordinary 
energy and resolution in onder to overcome diffi- 
culties, and win success ! 

I do hope the mania of wandering abroad, 

which has heretofore possersed so many, will 
henceforward be checked, and our 1ising young 
men of talent and prowise be brought to feel 

that po country presents a more inviting field 
than * the land we live in.” Nova Scotia de- 

serves the love of ber sons. She deserves that 

they should. feel they owe to ber, and to the 
development of ber rich resources, their talents, 
industry and life. Nothiog is plainer than that 
she has abundant means to reward this reasona- 

ble devotion of native energy. 

But to return to the improvement that more 
immediately strickes the eye ; so far as my old 
eyes have wandered it is most remarkable. 
Halitax, besides being greatly beautified, i 
vastly enlarged also in the last ten years. She 
is sweeping over rapidly tothe North West 
Arm, those. beautiful waters that have so few 

peers in such close proximity to a capital city. 
In that direction lies the natural increase of our 
metropo is, aud if this city ever become, as I 
bope she, will soon, the Atlantic terminus of a 
line of railway, extending through Canada and 

eventually to the Pacific, Halifax may some day 
be ote of the large marts of the world; and 

then the North West Arm will be bridged, and 

the hills beyond peopled with residences— per- 

haps streets. But confining myself to facts 
rather than conjectures, lowever reasonable, 

what striking and most pleasing improvements 

are seen all along the line of the Annapolis and 

Cornwallis vallies, how many new villages and 

hamlets every where salute the eye, and how 

different a style of building ; instead of the old 

plain, and | must eay ungraceful farm bouse 

with ite stiff elbow, every where you see neat 

or orpate cottages. Taste bas started to life 

among our rural population. I rejoice at it, for 

of course it indicates a degree of affluence, and 
in just proportion to other things, it may be ex- 

expected to be found associated with wider in- 

telligence, more enlarged views, aud greater 

readiness of the mind to admit the numerous 

claims of a rising soviety in every direction of 

improvement. God made taste. He richly 

adorned the world as it sprung from kis band— 
and bas provided profusely lor the means of or 

nament and taste in the hands of man, Hu- 

map error in this direction lies not in the use 
bat the abuse of the provision 
Bot | grow prolix—sud hasten to subscribe 

ey EE 
. Yours as ever 

) Op Eves. 

P. S. Please let it be, gndersiood. that, in my. 
first Jeiter, not sp, abounding with intelligence as. 
to afford many senseless expressions, for * a 

pk AE ogi line, is to he, read 
» t expression 

wear tha end, is to be read “ smaller and 
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sin of yesterday. 

suggest here to the young ‘men of Nova Scotia, ! 

a proud satisfaction this goodly array of pras- 

¢ and larger,” 

The goodness of to-day will not blot out the | 
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I For the Christian Mserongor. 

| OUR FOREIGN MISSION. 

| | Of the two following letters the former was 
' written to Bro Crawley, by Rev. J. 8. Douglass, 

. with reference to the selection and support of 
‘native preachers. It shows that there are effi- 
cient preachers in Bassein, who need support to | 

enable them to devote themselves unreservedly 
| and successfully to the work of the ministry; 
and that one man, Ko Nodone, though not ap- 
‘parently well adapted to this work, is very de- ’ 
sirous to labor in the goed cause by teaching a 
school, which he is qualified to de. Of course 

' Bro. Crawley was not authorized to devote 

{funds to this object ; but as it is evidently one * 
;ef importance, it is respectfully commended to 
"the favorable consideration of the friends of 
| this Mission. Any contributions forwarded 
specifically for this purpose, will be received 
with gratitude, and remitted "with pleasure. 
The manifest utility of the Mission School in 

| Hepthada, may well encourage and stimulate to 
the sustaining of one in Bassein, where it may 

| be equally useful. 
| C. TuprPER, Secrelary. 

{ Tremont, Aylesford, April 17, 1866. 

Hexraana Jax Plst, 1866. 

' My dear Dr. Tupper,— 
Yours of Nov. 8rd, came to hand by lagt 

, mail sgfely conveying the 2nd of exchange for 
' £25, and first do. for £20 stg. Thanks. 

The $160 from “ a friend,” and Asa T., and H. 
H. Morse, will go to the support of Moung 

| Myat Zau of Bassein, who is under the superin- 
tendence of Bro. Douglass. 1 send you a letter 
from Bro. Di respectiag, Mvat Zau' and tle 
other wan who bas been receiving support as a 
| preacher, On referring to the list which I sent 
"you some time since, you will observe that the ° 
other man supported by Nova Scotia friends is 
“ Shway Oung ’ not “ Nadone,” as mentioned 

by Bro. PD. Shway Oung, was not available at 

the time, and so Nadone was appointed. But, 
“as you will see from Bro. D's. letter, he hopes 

‘to appoint Shway Oung or another man * Ko 
Oung,” aud withdraw Nadone for other work. 

I am yours faitbiully, 
ARTHUR R. R. CRAWLEY. 

P. 8. 1 met Bro. Douglass at oar Association 
Meetings, which closed as Sabbath, and told 

"him, in reply to his request for aid for a School 
| Teacher, that the friends in Nova Scotia, 1 
. thought, wished their funds to be devoted ex- v 
| clusively 10 the support of preachers, that 1 
| could not devote any of their contributions to 
‘any other purpose until I heard from them. 
“Until, therefore, you advise me or Bro. D. 
otherwise, the two preachers Mratson and 

| | Shway Oung, or Ko Oung, will continue to be 
supported and not Nadone, the School Teacher. 

—
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Bassin, JAN. 20d, 1866. 

My dear Crawley, — 

The two native preachers in this district who 
‘have the past three months received support 
from you zre Ko Myatson and Ko Nodone. 

You baptized the former about four years 
since, when on a visit in this district. For some 

| years previoas to his conversion and baptism he 
bad been by profession a Lawyer ; but immedi- 
ately after his conversion he gave up bis pro- 
fession ; as he said it was impossible for a man in 

Bumah to be a saccessful lawyer, and tell the’ 
' truth. 
| For two years atter his baptism he supported » 
his family by acting asa mediator, or arbitrator, 
but spent the greater part of his time in reading 
the Bible and preaching to his neighbors ; and 
the past year and a half has devoted bis time 

exclusively to preaching and laboring as a Colpor. 
teur. He was assisted last year from funds sent 
to me by Sabbath Schools in the United States ; 
but as those, contributions have been irregular, . 
and a part of the time inséfficient for his sup. 

| porty1 shal: be glad if the irienys in Nova Sco- 

tia will through you continue to send him aid. 
He is about forty years of age and is a man of 
more than ordieary ability, For a Burman he 

is active and efficient, and his heart appears to 
be deeply interested in his work. 1 think he 
bas a sincere and earnest desire to win souls to 
Christ. When I returned io Bassein two years 
ago be, bis wile, and son were \be only chris 
tians in jhe place, or within ten wiles of the 
village where he resides ; now there are twenty 
four who have been baptized; and they were 
six months since organized into a Church ; most, 
it not all of whom first heard the gospel from 
bim, He bas trayelied extensively in thas pagt , 
of the district, and hupdreds from mouth to 

month bear from him of the way of pardon and 
life ; and a few at least are inquiring what they 
must da to be saved. 

. The other man, Ko Nodone, was baptised a 
litsle more than a year ago, and most of the 
time since bas been residing in Bassein, studying 
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