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cur successful defence rexts on the Union of
British North America. \When Her Majesty’s
Government have arrived at the conclusion
that this moss valverable point in the Empire
js only to be placed in a position that will ena-
hle England 1o unite successfuily with usin4be
defence of these Colonies hy this Union—that
our future security depends upon the accept-
ance or rejection of Unlon—that this isa ques-
tion of lmperial concern, since the honor and
integrity of the wother country are involved in
the security of every portion of the Kwmpire;
when we are told all thia by those who have
the best right to advise us, I ask the hon. mem-
ber whether he has to hear the first argument
in favorjof Tnion—whether Her Majesty’s sub-
jects on this side of the Atlantic should not be
v paredto ineet the views of the Parent State,
and adopt such a policy as will enuble her to
co-operate succorsfully with us in wmeasures o
defend Dritish Nosth America. _

Thé hon. member rose to correct ne in rela-
tion to the Imtercolomial Railway. He says
that railway shonld precede the Union. W liat
has been the past history of the Intercolonial
Railway? The hon. member himself has
laboured for twenty years to obtain the con-
struction of that work. Other public men of

all parties have exhausted every means, going |

so far as to place a burthen upon our shoulders
beyond the capavity of the country to bear. for
the purpose of securing the railway; but all to
no purpose. Every scheme melted away like
the “ baseless fabric of a vision,” and there is
not the vestige of a chanve to get an Iuntercolo-
nial Railway except by that means that
secures Union. When the hon. member stated
that the Railway which this Union will give us
was essential to the secarity of Halifax, he

only said what every man feels. Sitaated |

as we are in the presence of a gigantic power,
the only security that this couuty can have is
to be found in the fact that the invzder does
not trample down the rights and privileges of
830,000 people, but of four millions of freemen
bound together by the closest political and
¢c)mmercial sympathy, and protected by the

greatest natiou in the world. Thereis not a

thonghtful man in this country, whatever may
be his opinion as to the advantages in indus-
t-ial and commercial aspects, who will not feel
that as regards our security, our immediate
Union is not only desirable but abrolutely
necessary. 1 use the termm IMMEDIATE UNION
with a full appreciation of its signiticance.—
His Kxcellency has laid on the tahle the
Despatches in relation to the ¥isheries. Is

 there a member in this House who does not

feel what is the meanirLg of the silence ot the
British Government on the subject. Thée a:x-
perial Government have been told that the
territorial rights of British Americans. are
about to be invaded—that they have every
reason to believe thas the hour is approaching
when our soil is to be desecrated {lliher&ies
beimg taken with it by foreigners. The fisher-
men of the United States are fitting out, and in
the Senate of the county public men are
coming forward and sayingthat the fishermen
are determined to come upon our fishing
grounds and a.skins the government to protect
them by a fleet. Who is there then, that does
not feel the attitnde which we occupy to-day,
when havingimplored Her Majesty's Govern-
ment months ago, for the means of protecting
our territory, at this hour we are unable to
put before the House and country the state-
ment that they are prepared to assume that
responsibility? The Imperial Government are
evilently ~waiting to see whether we
are prepared to adopt the advice which
she was b und in our interests to offer.—
They have emplored us time and again to com-
bine and put ourselves in a position in wlich
they can efliciently defend us; and they are
waiting to see whether we shall respect their
alvice before involving Britain in a war with a
great power. The hon. member for Richmond
called attention to the fact, that some 400,000
desperate men, united by the deepest batred of
British institutions, and assisted by the sym-
pathy of a powerful people, stand in a position
to do everything that they. can to foster and
create a collision between the United States
and Great Britain, if they do not attempt an
invasion themselves. Itis no secret that that
organization have takem measures t- fill the
fishing vessels with men who are determined to
rovoke coilision between the two countries.
Yn view of circumstances like these, is it pot
ticue for every loyal subject to-lay aside all
party and |personal considerations and unite
for the puﬁ»ose of preserving the rights and
liberties which we now enjoy? :
The hon, member says that the Delegates are
beund to the Quebec scheme. I shall be pre-
pared to answer at an early day the question
put by the hon. member for Rjchwond, and I
am only surprised that the hon. gentlaman
(Mr. Aunand) should not have awaited that
answer before addressing the house as he has
to day. I tell the boun. member that this was
the obligation that rested upon every gent.lo-
man that was engaged in that Quebec Conter-
ence; it was by every constitutional aud
houorable means in his power to endeavor to
bring about the great results that that scheme
proposed to accompiish. 1 ask bim what is the
position of this question to-day? Has it vot
changed in its aspect since the House was
called together at this ernt session? Last
%ear an appeal was made to the people of New
runswick, and an overwhelming majority
was returned opposed to the Quebec schewe;
but what has taken place since? No one can
believe that so great a change has suddenl
taken place as we know has actually occurred.
The fact is this: the guestion was referred to
the people at the polls; but is there a man here
who believes that the election was decided
squarely and fairly on the question of Union?
No, the Government had been in power for ten
years; tbe{ had drawn upon thewselves that
unpopularity which all Governments must ex-
pect to encounter, conduct the Public affuirs as
they may. The opponents of Counfederation,
combined with the great body of those who
were determined at all hazards to bave a
chan . government, and the result was that
an imrgénse m ty was appareatly returned
against Union Canada. What occur-
red since? This Government, thus brought
into power by the action of the ple at
polls, have modified their opinions on Con-
federation through the force of circumstances,
and influenced by the legitimate pow:r and in-
fluence of the British Government, have come
forward, and in the Eseech at the opening of
the session propounded a policy of Union of
British North America, Itis nota matter of
doubt that whether & dissolution takes place
or not, or whatever may be the result of the
votf of nmn&:ﬁnco &hatuhu been moved,
aud on w a discussion is proceeding, New
Brunswick is prepared with an uaauvimity that
canuoot fail to produce the deepest impression
on the mind of every man, t0 come forward
and accept the policy of the British Govern-
xzentﬁ:‘ accomplish a Union of British North
me

The bon. member took occasion to outline a
scheme., He has entirely abandoned his
licy of yesterday. In the journal which he
seized for the &'pou of writing down

he had as many peoli-

| Assessment for educational par

- — ——

‘cies on this as he has jn relation to every-
|

thing else, and it is only the other day that
he took the attitude that he ‘and the op-
ponents of Confederation would mnot pro-
pound any schemna whatever. Let me invite

the attention of the House to the paragraph |

from his paper which was read bty the hon.© S0 4 ani to have a General; Parlisnent

. wnember tor Inverness, and ask w hether he

i (Mr. Annand) has yet to hear the first argu-

|

w

There is not & man who does mot know that * taygtion upon the shoulders that would be ree

thie proposition was for a more extreme change
ia the constirution. of this country than the one
now progosed.\<The Quebec] scheme proposes

! to lenve to Nova Scotia her own Gevernment

{

i

'ment in favor of a Union of British North |

| America. On the 24th Jamuary, 1860, he says: |

« And what then? Are we indififerent to the
' futnre of British America? Have we arrived
| at the conelusion that nothing should be done?
| That we can remain forever in our present con-
! dition? On the contrary, while we olaim that
- these Colonies, at all events the Maritime Pro-
| vinces, never can be hettered by any change
'ifn their polftical situation, we feel that they

cannot, in the very nature of things, always

| continue a8 they are. - They may, it is true, go

‘ onfor years, and eujoy their present presperi-
ty, but after all the time must come when they

. will be required to form new relations, whether

| with each other and the Mother Country will
| largely depend upon the exercise of great tact.
| wisdom, and forethought ou the part both o
| British and Colonial statesmen.”
“ But it is because we¥fael that we must,
| sooner or later, make our choice between the
| mother country and the United States, that we
! desire to see this question of Colonial Union,
' now that it is fresh in the minds of the penple,
get at rest; it is because we carnestly and fer-
‘ vently pray that our connexion with England,
| instead of being weakened, shall be strength-
| ened, that we repeat the opinion uttered two
| inonths ago, that, with the sanction of the
| Crown, a new Convention shall be held for the
| purpose of considering the future of British
America— what are to be the relations of rthese
Provinees with each other, what their relations
| with themother country, and what guaran-
tees will be required to secure the unity of
all.” :

In the face of this declaration made in Janu-
ary last—that the time had come wbhen the
people of this colony had to chose hetyréen con-
pection with the United States of British North
America or connection with Great Britain—
he now undertakes to tell you that he has yet
to hear the first argument in favor of Unilon.

I ask the hon. member whether leading
minds of these Provinces have not assembled
already to confer ou this question of Union.

Mr. ANNAND—No!

Dr. TopPER—Did not the Government act in
good faith when they undertook to deal with
the question, as one entirely apart from party

Anderson, Mr. Locke, Mr. Archibald, and Mr.
McCully to combine with them? Ifthere were
gentlemen in either end of the Legislature that
stood in more deep and strong antagonism to
the presne Governmeut than others, they were
the two gentlemen who co-operated with us on
this great question. The hon. member may
say we should have selected him. Why, he
wou!d not have reached Wimdsor before he
would change his opinion half a dozen times.—
(Hear, hear.) Why he wonld have signed
bis name to a declaration of his opinions, aund
repudiated it two mounthsafter. All thatcould
be done in the interests of the people was done,
| and although the Quebec schewe may not
| meet with general coucurrence, yet I believe,
| that the interests of the Maritime Provinces
| were pressed to the last point to which they
| could becarried in an Intercolonial Confereuce,
| and the only means by which an improvement
| conld be obtained would be bv some measure
that would bring an independent arbitrament
‘ to bear. The hon. member has expressed
| great respect for the [mperial Governwent, and
| yet he degrades Her Majesty’s Ministers by
i saying that men recognized as the most honor-
t
l
!
!
!

able and able in the civilized world—men of
the most thorough education, calm judgment,
and inflexible integrity—would be mere child-
ren in the hands of the Canadian Delegates.
He has placed the statesmen of the Maritime
Provinces in a position so contemptible that if
| heis to be believed it would be better that the
| people should throw themselves upon tbe
geuerosity and fairness of Her Majesty’s Gov-
| ernment, than send Delegates who will be so
insignificant in the presence of three or four
Canadians, and unable to obtain justice at the
hands of the most exalted and disinterested
tribunal in the world. y
The hon. member says he is against Union
Of what use will he then be in a Counference?
His only object would then be to obstruct and
defeat that which is the desire of the over-
whelming body of the people to-day—to carry
out the wishes of Her Majesty’s Governmeat.

Awerica, and then carries us across the water,
and then sails back again. Having got the
Oonference to unite in a cgmmon plan—
and it would take ninety-nine years to
effact it if the honorable member had his
own way—and having obtained the acquies-
cence of Her Majesty’s Government, he would
bring it back for an appeal to the people. I do
not intend to say wuch just now on this point.

4.k have most unswerving confilence in the

patriotism and intelligence of the people of
Nova Scotia and of British North America, but
I tel) the hon. member as much clamour as he
has raised, there is not a man in this House
that knows better than himself how iwpossi-
ble it is to get 3 direct verdict on a question
like this. The facts in connection with New
Brunswick prove thatthey did not geta verdict
on ‘onfederation pure and simple. He knows
right well that let any government, I care not
of what party.even the remarkable government
of which he was a member, go to the country
and instead of being able to obtain au issue on
any measure, bowever loudly they may put it
they bave to face the opposition of every man
that wishes to displace them. They bave to
meet many of their own forwer friends and
supporters whose hostility they have provoked
in some paiticular question. Is there any oune
here who does not know that were this govern-
ment to appeal to the people on the ques-
tion of Coafederation to-morrrow so far
from their getting an answer on that question
they would bave to meet first a formidable
combination for the purpose of placing the gen-
tlemen opposite in power, and agaia, those who
were supporters of the Adwministration—and
thousands there are of able and influen-
tial supporters; Sv situated—entirely at vari-
ance with them on the great question of

Therefore I wounld defy you in  that
way to get a verdict, but I am net
going into that guestion now. No gentle-
man who was lere in the first session of
the House (1864) would dare to say that it is
unconstitutional for the Parliament to change
the constitution. - They recorded a resolution
by unanimous consent on the journals of this
Legislature which authorized the charge ot our
Constitution without any reference to the
people whatever. I moved the resolation my-
self ; it authorized the Lieutenant-Gaqverpor of
this Province, io conjuonction with the Govern.-

ments of the other provinces, to-appoint Dele-
* tes for the of devising & scheme of

B“' for the Colsaton.

The hon. member holds a Conference iu gritish -

politics? When they invited Mr. Howe, Mr. { PT

.people ot England,from the present distin zuished

J

and Parlinment e far as local guestions ave ;

wi h gentral powers in refepence to matters
common to all the Provinces ; but the reselation
of 1364 was to surrender the entiré¥constitution
of the country. and ta' e away the seat of Go ,
verament, in ail probability, from Nova Scotis |
and place it in New Drunswick, or wherever it |
might be agreed upon, It provided that scheme |
of Legislative Union should go into operation ;
and hecome law—not when it had received the
sanction of the people—but the consent of the
Proviocial Legislstures, and Her Majesty’s |
approval. With that!resolation recorded on’
our journals is there a’maa who can presume 1o
rise here and say that it is unconstitationslj f-r

———

Tty ¥}

the Parliament of the country to chavge the
constitution without an appeal to the people.

Mr. MoLevan—The hon. gentlemen knows
that the vote was not taken on the proviso that
the resolution should not be entered * upani-
mously’’ in the journals.

Pr Toreer.  Every gentleman who did not
record his name sgaiost the_resolution is com- |

mitted clearly to the proposition which it con-
tains. The hon. member for Richmond (Mr.
Mi'ler) took exception to allowing the resolu-
tion to be ¢n‘ered ** unanimously,” b t it wason |
different ground. He was not in favor of the
proposed union—he . preferred the larger one;
but he did not take exception to the resolution
as emhodying an uncoonstitutional principle.
Mr. McLELAN —1 was opposed to the resolu-
tion, but I did not explain it at the time. A
Dr. TupPrEr~Then t' e hon. member is ra- .
ther late. What will his cons'ituents think of a
gember who said nothing on aa important
constitutional question, and three years afier |
comes forward and says he was opposed to it ? {
The hon. member for East Halifex went on to
say that when he was in England he saw there
existed a great desire to get rid of these coloni¢s.
I was a'so in England at the same time the hon.
member there. He will admit that I had
as many rtunities as he of meeting, and as-
certaining the opinions of, the statesmen and

L S SRR .

Premier down to the humblest person. I am
oud to say, that if that hon. member came
away with the belief that there was a geaeral
desire on the part of the government and the
prees, and leading men among the people, that
England should ‘part with these colonies, be
brought back with him an impression totally at
variance with those that other gentlemen, either
from thi: or the adjoining Province, received
during their visit ‘There is no question that
there1s a party in the House of Commons, fae
miliarly kno #n as ths Cobd~n and Bright party,
sustained by such doctrinaries as Goldwin Smith,
who do not hesitate to say that their policy is
to get rid of these Colonirs, and 1 will tell you
who strengthen their hands—feeble as they were
shewn to be when they were struck down by
the independent action of the Palmerston Minis-
try, who unhesitatiogly declared that thei s was
not the policy of the British government and
people. .Itis the hon. gentieman himself who
is now giving weight to that party. It is the
press and people of this country who de no:
hesitate to say that they are prepared tg treat
with contempt and derision the parental advice
of the Ministers of England, given for the bene-
fit of the colonies themselves. The only danger
is, it these gentlemen are powerful enough to !
obstruct the union of the Provinces, and leave
it doubtful to the British Pariisment whethorl

L

| wedo do or do not desire to have coanection

with the Crown of the mother couantry.

The hon. member for Richmood called atten-
tion to the sigoificant fact that the New York !
H.rald stated that the object of the Fenian or-
ganization was to prevent a Union of British
North America. You fiod that journal inspir
ed by the utmost contempt of British institu-
tions, holding the Fenian organization up to the
support of the people of the United States and
telling them that the opponents of Confelera-
tion ve their confidence because their poli
cy isa United States policy, and thatit is to
wea%en the connection between the Crown and
the Colonies. Be this as it may, it is quite ap=-
parrent that the dfliculiis that have been
thrown in the way of the policy approved and
urged upon us by the British goverament have
led the press of the United - States to suppose
that the reason why these Colonies have re-
fused to accept this policy is because they pre-
fer Annexation to the American Republic to re-
taining the present connection with the mother-
country. I ssy therefore that the hon. meme]
ber never misrepresented the public more gross-
ly than when he declared that there is anything
like a pervading desire in Great Britain to get
rid of these Colonies. Go to the Ministry, the
Parliameot, and the Press —every thing by
which the public sentiment can be guaged—and
you will ind that it is in favour of keeping up
the connection and preventing the digonity of
the Crown being tarnished in the slightest de-

gree.

Where is the man in this House or country
that will sustain the policy which he Pmponndo
in opposition to this proposed union. The ques-
tion of representation in the Imperial Parlia«
ment was propounded on the floors of this House
with an ability and an eloquence such as the
hon. member himself knows he has not the
slightest pretension to. He knows it was put
forth in the most sttractive manner that it was
possible to put it, but it fell stili<born upon the
intelligent minds of this country, and never re-
ceived the slightest favour in Nova Scotia orany
other part' of British North Ameriea. He
knows it was only & few years ago that the
same eloquent speeches were reprinted and put
before ‘the pubhc of England, and down
to the present hour not & man, with the slighte
est pretension to staiesmanship, has been
disposed to give it a word of encouragement:
I ask, then, in the presence of thé grave' emer-
gency,~—of the dsugers that fhiréated ‘British
Awmerica —when everyt we hold dear is
imperilled, is this the time to revive a project
which has never obtaioed anv favour among
the people of this sountry This same gentle~
man 'who considers that 19 of the ablest men
that this Provioce can send to Ottgwa would be
poweriess (though they would conetitute a
pumber greater than is found necessary to decide
the fate ol parties in Eogiand), would he satis-
fied with two votes i+ a Parliament of 650 mem-
bers. Suppose we had such a representation, |
ask you is it for that Nova Scotisos would be

‘past, it will be |

poeparad W place the enormous and oppreesive

quired to sustain the arwy =nd navy of Frg.
and, and the expenses of any wars in which
the mother country might be engaged ?

When on a former occasion 1 confronted the

! hon member with thestatement that the Reci-

procity Treaty was about to be abrogated, the
country will remember that he entertained no
such tears. Well the hon member has proved
a false prophet, for the treaty has been abro-
gated. The hon member now tells you that
the United States do not want these Proviaces.

1 donot require to labour that question. o’

telis you himself that the United States, if th&y
could grasp this Province, would become the
first Naval Power in the world—able to dictate
terms to the world. 1)oes he think that eludes
the scrutiny of the keenest statesmen to be
found in that country—whoee policv is to grasp
where they can gain a foathold and v xiend their
dominion. Therefore I ask the hon. member
if he hes not himerlf shown you that there i«

| sufficient inducement for the United States to

obtain thege Colonles; and I do mot require to
take up your time with showing that the conly
means we have of resisting their encroschments
is Union. Therefore let everv friend of British
institutions, every loyel subject, every man
who is not willing to see our rights and privi-
leges torn from us, combine in this great work
of elevating these comparatively insignificant
Pro vinees into a higber poeition in the eyes of
America aod of perpetuating those instirutions
v!‘:'iich are essential (o our happiness and pros-
perity.

1 shall refer, before I close, to a few remarks
which the bon member has made in another place.
Hle has taken a liberty with this house, and

. _proclaimed to the people that there are traitors

within its walls—that there are men who have
treasonable designs upoa the rights and liber~
ties of the country. He would hold up gentle-
men to the execration of the people by one ia-
flammatory publication after the other. Iam
pow going to make a statement which other.
wise I would not feel called upon to make. The
hon member for Richmond, in the exerci e of
his privileges as an independent member of this
bouse, put a question across the floor to the go-
vernment in regard to one of the most impor-
tant subjec s that was ever before the peop'e. I
answered as 1 best could in the position in
which I was placed. I listened to the hon.
member as he spoke, and althongh I was un-
able to agree with him in his opinions respect-
ing one of my pet children, the Quebec scheme,.
I felt there was a cogency of argument, & rea-
sonableness and solidity in the case as

to the house, that could not but make a deep
impression on the pevple of this country. The
hon member gave in detail every thought and
feeling which he stated has weighe ! upon his

own mind, and¥hich had brought him to his

conclusions I'sm not his judge; I know not
what may animate him ; I am quite free to ad-
mit that a gentleman may profess one thing and
may be influenced »y considerations very differ-
entto those which he portrays to the house; | can
easily suppose that possible after the exhibition
we have had to day; but justice to the hon.
member for Richmond compels me notwith.-
standing the strong antagonism that has exe
isted between us, to say here solemnly ‘and de-
liberately that if he was influenced by any cone
sideration gther than that he stated boldly to

#the House, it was without my koowledge

If he was looking to place—10 & position in any
delegation that might take place hereafter, he
has not intimated it to me. I«do mot knows of
it; J am free to assert that he has never ex.

| changed a single word with me to that effect,

nor has he down to the present hour. I feel
after the maouer in which that hon gentleman
bas been assailed, it is due to this House that I
should make this statement. But from whom
does th s charge of treason come? Who is the
first man to suspect dishonesty in bis fellow ?
The man who is himeelf dishonest! Who is
capable of givinz the fallebt reia to the basest
suspicions ? The man whose own heart tells
him that he could be tempted ! Whoever there
is in this House in a position to accuse any of
his fellow men « f being a traitor, it is not the
hon. member for East Halifax. I tell him at
this moment the public sentimeat of this town,
as well as ot this House, is outraged by the
traitorous declaration made by that.hon. mem-
ber in the open sireets 1o the presence =

Mr. Stewarr CanprBsLL.—Order, order.

, Dr Turees.—Was ita violation of the orders

of this House when the hon. member rose here
to day and insinuated that the hon. member for
Richmond had been bribed ?

Mr, ANNAND.—~] never said on the floors of
this House that an hon member had beea the
subject of a base bribe.

Dr. Turrer —Nobody could put any other
interpretation on the statement he made. [say
if there is an hon. member in this House who
is not in a position to charge n{ man with dis-
loyalty, itis the hon member. Ltell him more ;
he is known to bhave reflected the opinions of
other gentlemen—to be in vlose allisnce with
those who have occupied positions of public
trust—who have recently returned from the
United States ; and the most intelligent minds
in this country are deeply excited at the present
moment by the fact that these persons bave
opg:n‘l{. declared thag it is impossible for Greas
Bricain to defend us. They feel'that if they can
indoctrinate the public mind with the senti-
ment tha: the safety of these Provinces les in
g;n.::«r;: t:‘oir 'dloghoon !:l the Uaited

, the loyalty of our people will be paralyzed
by despair. . Is it for these mean, for a
which reflects their opinioas, 10 sccuse any hoo.
member of beiog & traitor 1 Sic the loyal
epirit of my countrymen will repel such base
and uomaoly fears, and united with each other
find & safe position for these Provinces under
the aegis of the Britdsh Crown. |

Mr. Axxawp ~After the lengthy reply of the
hou.  Provincial , in-w ke exhibi-
ted a' good deal of temper uaprovoked on my
for me 10 make a few
retuarks. That hon. has referred to.
an orginzation in this city with trsitorous ine

tent :
De. Turrsr~1 said no such thing; 1 refare.
::'t:“ tymitorous langusge being used on the
Mr. Awwawp—Gentleman, he said, of high

pos tion were endeavoring to weaken tbulluti

ance of this people to the mother country.
ek the hon. member io view of the dangers

that he says: threatens the eountry-~in the

presence of the existiog emergency when men
of all parties,. in nll parts of u\:'eouw are

wﬁnc to resist the common foe, if i¢ is right .
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