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bre of pe ?. Not so. Theunion, such as 
it was at'fitst, was o only under the. 
ressure of ‘a ‘war, with the mother country. 
the people of the Stateabad waited for union 

till that. had ceased to exist, they 
would have been destroyed peace-meal, ani 
would have had no union at all. From 1774 
till the of the government had been 
carried gn ; ray Congress which arose at 
the pro age of necessity, and assumed a 
centralized power, but when peace came the 
central n ‘ehded, the States pulled apart, 

udice and: io denuded them,and it 
omy notuntil ute stared them in the fape that 
they were again forced te unite with closer 
bands and in a more solid wnion. The same 
has bee » ease with the other unions of the 
world. The merest tyro in history knows that 
the United Provinces of the Old World com- 
bined ouly under the iron heel of Spanish des- 

tism. rt was the hostile legions of Alva 
that creatéd a nnion which peace and prosperi- 
ty would never dave produced. All the other 
unions of independent States, that have had 
any permanence, are those which have’ been 
cemen'ed under the pressure of urgent neces- 
pities. The Prov. 8cc. has referred to a letter 
which has recently appeared, and which will 
have great influence. I will not undertake to 
say that I consider the picture of our dangers 
from Fepian invasion rather overdrawn, but 
this I do say that if I were addres- 
sing this house, and desired to make the 
strongest appeal on behalf of Union, I 
would have Tested it on the very premises 
which that letter contains. I should have 
drawn cowclusions from it the very opposite 
of those of vhe very able and eloquent author. 
There are certain considerations connected 
with the dangers so powerfully descanted on 
in that letter, which should press upon us with 
great force. Our position is this: We stand 
alongride a country which has suddenly deve- 
loped itself into the greatest military power in 
the world. It contains large numbers of armed 
and trained men, at this mowent hordes of 
them are threatening an imroad upon our ter- 
ritory. We bave opposed to nus not merely 
the irradicable hatred of British power which 
distinguishes the descendants of Ireland who 
have emigrated to the United States, and who 
compose the Fenian element, but we have | 
that hatred sym athised in by the great body 
of the American people, and no wan can tell 
at what moment our soil may be invaded. Let 
us, then, look at England, and see how she 
stands. England fought for seven years to 
subjugate the rebellious States, and yet with 
only three millions to fight with, she was 
obliged to retire unsuccessful. Now thirty 
millions of people occupy the place of the 

They have been baptized in the blood 
of civil wir, and acquired the skill and the da- 
ring which experience alone can give. Then 
look at the responsibilities which England has 
now threws upon her. The entire Colonial 
Empire at the Revolution consisted of the 
American and West India Islands. For five 
years after the peace of 1783 Anstralia, a con- 
tinent larger than the Uvited States and now 
divided iute six separate governments with 
the dimensions and revenues of vrincipalities, 
remained undiscovered; New Zealand was 
ucknown. The 140 millions of Iulia were go- 
verned by native princes, with the exception 
of a few thousands who owned the sway of a 
commercial company ; Canada East was in 
the power of the French, Western Canada | 
was a wilderness. Now th#nyriads of India 
are direct subjects of the British crown, and 
on her Majesty's government devolve the re- 
sponsibility of ruling this enormous popula- 
on, itself fourfold greater tham that of the | 

United States... They have the care and pro- | 
tection of the vast continent of Australia; 
they have still to defend the Islands of the 
West and of the East Indies. So long as she 
retains her ascendancy at sea she can protect 
these; but contemplating the whole pire, 
including over thirty colonies, scattered over 
all parts of the world, consisting of every peo- 
pe and tongue, and situate in every climate, 

it pessible to conceive of a power but that 
of Great Britain that could have so long dis- 
charged spch immense responsibilities as the 
possason of this Empire throws upon 

r, aad that too almost within the life-time 
of a man, necessarily invelves. Bee how dif- 
ferent from ours is the position of all these 
Colonies. Australia is at the an es, and 
= defended by its iatancs from (Roig Tndia 

separated m Lhe only power that Is likely 
to interfere with British Fe by impassable 
mountains and trackless deserts, the islands 
of the Pacific and Australasia are protected 
by distance and their remote position ; but 
here, all along the two thousand miles of con- 
terminous boundary between us and Aweri- 
Ca, have in our immediate presence 
the military wer which makes British Awe- 
rica the w t spot in the Ewwnire. No Bri- 
tish statesman can fail to see that of all the 
points at which the Imperial power can he 
assailed, thia presents the elements which 
make a war most to be dreaded. Do we won- 
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‘thay presest conviction. 1 have put my hand 
to public documents which bird i © 'n ‘honor 
to the same sourse to which my convictions 
lead. ' As I have said my opinion of the Que- 
hec scheme’ is ‘emtirely unchinged. 1 he- 
lieve that it g 8 our interests as far 
as we had a, right; to expect them .to be 
guarded in an Tatercolonial arrangement; but 
if larger concessions can be obtained, there is 
no member of this House or of tha Quebec 
Convention, belongirig to the lower Provinces, 
who would not willingly accept them. The 
resolution now before us leaves the question 
open only to a change in our favor—Canada is 
bound by her Legislature to go at all events 
as far as the Quebec schema. The Lower 
Provinces alone are dissatisfied, and if any 
alterations are made, they must be in tha line 
of eoncessions vo them, If we can secure 
‘guarantees and privileges not embodied in that 
scheme, it will in entire accord with the 
feelings of this Housa and tliose ‘members of | 
it that attended the Convention, and as the 

position now hefore ns will secure us at 
st the benefit of that scheme, and possibly 

some others, [ «10 not hesitate to give it my 
support, and have much pleasure in seconding 
the resolution. } 
Hon. PRO. SECRETARY, in reply to a remark 

from Mr. Awnuand, said that the passage of 
the resolution would enable a schéme of union 
to be given effect to by the Imperial Parliamen' 
but that one of the condirions would be that the 
existing Legislatures would not be interfered 
with; and would continue to sit for the term of 
their election. 
Hon. Mr. SHANNON introduced a bill to en- 

able the City of Halifax to erect a slaughter 
house. 

Tuurspay, March 12, 1866. 
The house met at 3 o’clock. 

UNION OF THE COLONIES. 

Upon the motion to take up the order of the 
day, Mr. ANNAND asked that the debate be de- 
ferred in consequence of “the arrival of the mail 
steamer from England, which had broaght him 
important correspondence requiring immediate 
reply. 
Rion. Prov. Sro. replied that the Government 

were desirous of pressing the matter to a conclu- 
sion, as the Session had far advanced. It was 
well known that gentlemen opposite desired de- 
lay for the-purpose of creating an agitation of the 
n.0st discreditable Kind. 
Mr. S. CAupBELL supported the proposition 

for an adjournment of the debate. 
Mr. MILLER called attention to the fact that 

the Morning Chronicle, in publishing his recent 
speech on this question, had omi a consider- 
able portion of it. It was of great importance 
that this debate should be fairly sent to the coun- 
try, and he trusted that the paper referred to 
wculd receive no portion of the grant for pub- 
lishing the debates, unless this matter was reme- 
ed. : 
Mr. ANNAND said he was not aware of the cir- 

cumstance until that moment. He should be 
ashamed if any one in his employ could be guilty 
of the act intentionally. He wou d request that 
the Committee on Reporting and Printing in- 
vestigate the matter. He did not see why the 
debate should be thus forced on. Some time 
ago he had asked the Government to define their 

| poticy on the question, and the answer given was, 
that they had no policy until sfter New Bruns. 
wick had taken action. It would be impossible 
for him to remain in the house that afternoon. 
Hon. Proy. Sko¢. said that no one could say 

that justice had not been done to the hon. gen- 
teman in this debate—as to courtesy, he, Mr. 
Annand, was entitled to none, for he had been 
representing a majority of the house as corrupt 
and venal. He, Pro. Secy., was not prepared to 
Sop the statement that private business inter- 

with Mr. Annaud’s attendance, for that 
gendeman had spent the morming in the streets, 
and had made no secret of his intention to post- 
pone the debate, 

Mr. ANNAND rose to reply ; but upon interru 
tions coming from the galleries, Mr. S. Cam bell 
said he * saw strangers in the galleries,” where- 
upon they were cleared. 

Fripay, April 18. 
The House met at 3 o’clo k. 
The adjourned debat- was resumed. 
Mr. AxNAND said: —In rising to address the 

House on a question far uanscecdiag in magni- 
tade any mgasure ev:r submitted for om ecn- 
sideration I feel I am under no ordinary responsi- 
bility. On this occ sion we hsve arrayed against 
us a large amount of ability fiom, we suppose, all 
the talent of the governmeng combined with that 
of the leader of sbe opposition. Although 1 de- 
sire that some one more able than myself was 
here to put to the members of the House and to 
the peaple ¢f this country the important bearings 
of the question, yet I feel that if the gentlemen 

der, then, that despatch after despatch has 
been sent by the home authorities, requiring 
us to put ourselves im such a position that 
Eogland, if called upon to defend us, can do 
80 successfully. Is it any wonder that we find 
the Colonial Secretary, time after time, al- 
most imploring us, if we have any desire to 
retain our al ce to the Crown, to put our- 
selves in such an attitude that the Crown 
can protect us? I feel that if there were 
no ocomwercial advantages to he derived 
from ailing down aatagonistic barriers; if 
our material interests even were not promoted 
by Union, we could not gracefully resist the 
expression of such a desire on the part of those 
to whom we are indebted for pectestion, and 
of whom we are even now imploring aid, For 
they say, ‘‘ we are ready to place the whole 
resources of the Empire at your back, we will 
hr sy. yo as leng as you desire to remain 
with us; but we claim it a right which our 

ves us to offor you advice as to 
~attitade you shall assume, and in which, 

we think, you can best be defended.” Even 
admitting that there were no commercial 
advan in the proposed Union, admitting 
oven t. we did pot agree that the Briiish 
goverment were right iu the belief that Union 
wouid aid our deféuce, is there a wan in the 
© who could look a liritish statesman 

the and aay “ we will accept your pro- 
tection, but we decline your advice?” Tots 
srgument alone, the deference which is due 
fromy our position as the protected and defend- 
od, to those who protect and defend, I feel to 
be irresistible, I Lave wever hesitated in this 
assembly from the fics: hanr when the propo- 
omy for Colonial Uistos maa paths from giv 

my support. Since it assumed a definite 
shape and 5 i a party to the Quebec 
scheme [ have felt my conviction of the 
sogudness of the principles upon whieh that 

A WAS vated strengthened reason 
reflection. I claim no right oes 

others their course of action. The gentlemen 
with whom I have been associated, have a 

who surround me * speak the truth and teel it,” 
it will send an echo throught the Proviace, and if 
there should be a majority in the House In favor 
of a transfer of our privileges 10 a goverament w 
be organized six or eight hundred miles off, yet 
the gentlemen who oppose the bargain will'go 
‘own Lanored to posterity. I feel on this occa- 
sion thy necessity for more than or 'ioary calm 
vess—I feel it would ill become me to imitate the 
peraicions example set on more than one ocea- 
sion by the leader of the government. Have we 
not seen that gentleman approaching a question 
which involves the dea:est thts of tte 
people, which isvplves the rights of mem 
hers w/o sic here, have Wwe not seen 
him rising to move a resolution which 
will sweep away ver constitudon, not in 
the spirit of a statesman dsaling with a large 
public question, bat in the tone and spint of an 
angry, an ¢Xcied, and when this d-bate con- 
cludas, it may be tound a disappointud partizan ? 
I do not iatepd to approach the question in that 
frame of mind, or to follow him m the intem 
rate abuse of gentl:men not here to defend them- 
selves. The mover of the resolution spent an 
hour and # half in assailing the Press of the 
coungry and those who contribute to and conduct 
it. Translerring cur thoughts to a wider arena, 
ean we Ree Mr. Gladstone coming to the 
House of Commons and prefacing his Reform 
Bill by a tisade #gainst ove of the organs of 
public opinion ? ; Crald that statestnan condes- 
eend to such a ecuwe, he would be hissed oat of 
the House of Commons. And yet that is the 
way in. which thi+ yuestion has been approached 
qv the Pioviacial Secretary. Let me at the out- 
set invite the attention of the House to the state 
of this cougtry two, years ago. There had been 
discussing n Joars in reference to Union, 
and there had ‘been diversiuies of opision, some 
being in favor of a Legislative and some in favor 
of a Federal Union ; but I challenge any gentle 

t, if they choose, to change their views, but 
EE a or Re hangs thats I retain 

mo BG, Sis Loa army 

maa tc show me that beyond the more expression 
of abstract opinion in favor of Union, any reso 
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lution was ever proposed. The cettatry was then 
peaceful, contented aad pr sperctis ; no one here 
thought of changiag our constitution for the -ake 
of connection w.th Canada, Tome of us enter. 
tained views favorable to a union of the Maritime 
Provinces, but no ove dreamed of giving up our 
present institutions and accepting a subordinate 
status in anoth-r country. | thea ask, How dees 
this gnest on of Confederation srisef Ry what 
necessity has it been produced ¥ Does it arise 
from the necessities of the people or Legistature 
of Nova Scwia? Why, sir, we all know that 
but for the r.ecessities of .' anads, as adnited b 
the Provincial Sten himself. and by his col- 
league 10 the delegation, that question would 
never have been pressed upon our attention. Am 
I to understan, as was seid elsewhere, that owing 
to the Canadian neceesities— owing to the fact 
that the Government of Canada had come to a 
dead lock, there being three chang 8 of admiois- 
tiation in three years, and Parliamentary Govern 
ment havingibecome impossible, therfore it was 
that the people of Canada to rid themselves of 
their difficulties, finencial and rolitical, cast their 
eyes upon these Provinces as «»ffording a means of 
escape? We all know what took place in 1864. 
A resclution passed authorising the appointment 

delegates to confor on the question of a Mari 
time Union ; those delegates proceeded to Char 
lottetown, and there they wer: met by Canadian 
specalators in politics, by whom they were 
spirited away w Quebec, and were seduced from 
their allegiances to this country and from the mis- 
rion with which we charged them. In October, 
after a fortnivht’s debata at Quebec, and amidst 
exhausuve festivities, they passed resédlutions fa- 
vorahié to a nuion of the Provinces of British 
America These gentlemen have s:id that this 
delegation, was authorised by the ministers of the 
Crown aud by the Governor. General, bat it had 
no authority from us. The debate at Quebec 
was conduc:ed in secret, all its deliberagions were 
carried on with ‘closed doors, and thers is good 
reason to believe that but for the accidental publi: 
cation of those resolutions the scheme might have 
been pessed at last Session. I was in d 
when these negociations wera on, asd did 
not return until a few days b:fere the 1esolutions 
_were received. My opinion as, to the scheme was 
asked, my answer was *‘ 1 have. not yet made up 
my miod, but will take time to 
take time, and having oceasion to wake a jour 
ney of some 20) milés I put the papers ia my 
pocket, read them, and when I returned | had 
come to the cuschnates that the seh oy an: 
just to this . nee, politically "finan: 
cially, and that 1 wonld be recregnt io wy 
responsibility to the country if I gave it my sop- 
port. We may be told that the proposition for 
union wus reevived wich acclamation by the peo- 
ple of England, —let any man go to England 10- 
day, and although the allusion is somewhat ds 
pelied we hear it said: * the Colonies should unite 
because the time has come when you shou'd 
assume the burthen of own defiance.” That 
sentiments will be f in the despatches from 
beginning to end, it was the burthen of ¥r 
Cardwell’s recent speech at Oxford. Wich refer- 
ence to the opinion of the Colonial Secretary of 
State | would say—when tho scheme ol ugion 
was sont home for approval it was wm 
once indorsed, im 1864 the Imperial Go. 
vernment had no - policy on the subject, 
no desire that we yhou'd be eonfede uted, 
bat on the contrary, the ‘Lieutenant Governors 
were restricted to the eons of a Maritime 
Union. I will be told shat afier the receip: of 
despatches from this sise of the water the Co.onial 
Secretary conscuted to ‘delegates preceeding to 
Qusbec —my argument is that Her. Majesty's 
Government, unutil these re tations were scut 
to the Colonist Office, had to in referec ce 
to union. What followed? eoneequsnee of 
strong despatches from the Governor Genera! re- 
presenting that A wag popular in all ths Pro- 
vinces, uader this inspiration and believiog that 
the thirty-three delegates truly represented the 
sentiments of the piegle Her Mejesty’s Ministers 
committed to the policy «+f weion. | 
do not hesitate to say, and in saying it I reveal no 
contidential commanication, that 1 had an inter- 
view with Mr, Cardwell, in which I gave him the 
ind2pendent view taken by these’ — 
for the first time that gentlomsn obtained the 
opinions held by the opposition in this House, «nd 
the views I ed from that interview w.r3 of 
this eftect: * Her Majesty's Government have 
¢ mmitted themselves to she schemes acd are 
therefore bound, if ible, to carry it out.” -- 
That is the trae ion of the question at the 
Colonial Office. Mr. Cardwell commited a grave 
error which no British statesmania the Colonial 
Office ever committed before in expressing his up- 
probation of a scheme, which had never Leeen 
submited to the ratification of the reprsen- 
tatives of the lee. We have been told 
that the public opinion in England is ia fuver of 
union. Not one in ten of the people of England 
know that there are such places as Nova Scoiis, 
New Brunswick and Prince Edward island, and 
few have heard even of Canada. The first idea 
arisiog in their minds is that the union will be a 
good thing because the union of the three king- 
dems was good ; but L met only two men during 
my visitto the Mother Country whe did not b 
lieve thas the us was & Lagizlative 
union ; and whea I mentioned what it really was 
—that we were to have a general government and 
then five logal Go i 
telligent man with whom 
it with contempt 
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opposition, stating tht the Proviners were 
conoecied, that there were four of five 
mile, of wilderness without there ' be 
means of cummuaication, His r 
he SCR SOM 3 jervasion io 4 
and that his opivion wes ), 
to precede the uaivn, and when 
many prejadices shat existed he 
a thing 10 be hurried, 
Confederation i+ and 
That was the of 

0 1 did | 
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think it Is tho real opinion of the ‘pole of Bnge 
land. But we are 101d &lso that the Queen, (God 
bless Her Maj sty) isin favor of the scheme = 
Under our consti-u ion the Queen c:n do mo 
wrong, +he is not res; onsible for a word contain. 
ed in the speech with which Parliament’ is opened 
but her ministers are charged with that respon di- 
bi ity. ‘lhe Quen ws muy imagine, has some: 
thing e'se to th'vk abou: than the affairs’ of 
British North Americ: in her hodsehold and ‘the 
exercises Of domestic virtues. 1 mtach no ime 
portar ce therefore to that argument abd ‘ géntle- 
men oppoig Ed be weak indeed’ for 
when they | 
debate. Iler name should not be metitioned 
bere. Then itis enid that the British’ Govern: 
m ‘nt arein favor of Union—I have given some 
of the reasons as sta'ed by the Colonial “ecretary. 
There are fif.y or sixty Colonies to be managed 
sud if five or six of those in British América 
could be !nocked into one the labours and 
responsibili'ies of the Colonial office ‘would 
be lightenel. We have also been toll 
that the British priss are in favor of it, — the 
press are probably animated by the feelings of te 
Colonial Necretars, and insgine that the change 
instead of being freed upon us in defiance of our 
wishes, was desired on cur part, bat teil intel i- 
gent Eoglishmen that the attempt to unite us will 
be contrary to tte wishes of nine-tenths of our 
peopla and the knowledge of this fact would 
smash the strovgest government jn England that 
attempted 10 curry the measure. The prees be- 
lisve we desire the change, that the scheme was 
f.ir and just,and above all, th y believe the scheme 
will legd us to aséume a great portion of ‘that’ 
burthen with which the mother country has teen 
charged in connection with cur defence. We are 
to'd that the Governor, ths Hero of Kars, is in 
favor of it, 1 do not desire to say anything disre- 
spectfn! of that highly respectable and ahlé Gene- 
ral, I'respect him a3 a warrior who stood true to 
the colors ot his country and fuit' fully served his 
Sovereign, ( wou'd undertake to find in the 
backwcod. of Musqaodoboit men who unerstand 
the b-arings f t' e qnestions, apd the necessities 
of the Province aa weil as he 
(Upon Interruptions being caused by distarb- 

apce in the 
fustance of Mr 8. Campbell, but were sub- 

uently re-opened.) 
r. Annand coutinued:~While, as I have 

sald, I have the possible respect for 
the abilities of the officer presiding o th 
government of the country, in mil 
capacity, on questions of local politics, and re- 
Tating to the formation of a new constitution 
for these Colonies, tifése are not the men to 
whom [would took for instruction. The name 
of the General ard of the Admiral have Also 
been improperly introduced into the debate to 
give weight and authority to the scheme of 
Confederation —these are the proper judges in 
time of war, we are ready to follow them in the 
field and to fight under their flag upon the sea, 
but itis highly indecorous to bring the names 
of these functionaries bere and least of all, 
shanld the clergy be 80 prominently referred to 
within these walls, we respect them, in the dis- 
charge of their duifes in conWection with their 
flocks, but a clergyman is out of place when 
mixed up with the excitemént incident to 
politics and party strife. Then we have heen 
told “ you have all the religious press of the 
country ngaiust you.” Now, do we go for ou 
litical opinions to such newspapers as these 
ése aie authorities while they confine them- 

selves to the tenets of the doctrines which th 
uphold, but no \quger and I am autho 
bere to state, on be 
clergymen and of many leading Wesleyans and 
Baptists, that they fate the nions of 
these journals. But if it be true, as has heen 

the great body of the people are arrayed against 
hein, The Sefepetice to these religious og 
challenges this reply. The Provincial Secreta 

fer to these organs of po 
is it that he dare not at 
pe constituency in the country? 
wen three elections since the scheme was pro- 
pounded, and at every one of these the Govern- 
ment has been “routed horse, foot and 
ry.” What do I care for the opinioms tow 
be has referred, when I know he dare not epen’ 
a single constituency, and that Ebe free test mis- 
firtene that could befall him woul besa do pdf 
cy in any of the seats? 1 therefore back’ 
the allusions he has made. My corr ¥ pod éarry 
me back to the time when we were s 

lar opiniog, but how 
moment ops sin- 

Jesty’s Ministers for the concession, and we had 
them against us, we had against us 
of England, Her Majesty's Representative, aod 
the Geweral here, but we were Vg De pr 
for the rights and privileges of a free e, 
and achieved the system that we now enjoy.— 
Therefore away with the arguments drawn 

and Governor,—their feeling is to obey the 
Imperial authorities, and their opinions may 
be expected to be monlded by thelr govern- 
ment. We have been refer 
of the 24th June 1863. in which it is said*~" 
* Buch an union seems «. Her Wajepry'e Go- 

vernwment to recommend itself to the 
on wany grounds of woial and - ad 1 

vautages,—as giving a well fonnded sot 
of improved administration and’ Crane a | 
prosperity.” 

rity of the country? The improveme 
Onis sud cewitpertie, large ai Abr Ko 
produce of the country, And & “id 
that Confederation will inc Sot Hariaet 
Will anyone say that we will bay 

4 

any more fish or : 0 
Can it be sald that our productions will’ be al- 

able thaug those im on Ame 

love for us. "We may have free trade 
the Provinces without a political union, 4 i 
can be effected through our various govern 

the reverse in the face of the evidence tipon 

llerien they were cleared’ at the 

alf of sep! Blt A 

0 
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to the despatoh 

I do not give the Canadians credit for 86 mack ~~ 

ng Tlor Majesty's namo’ into “the | 

represented, that all this combination is on the, . 
pide 0f the Governinens, 1 sak Row Ia if the § 

ry may quote these distinguished names and re- 

have - 

for responsible government, we asked Her! bi 

from the opinions of the Admiral, and Général,” ) 

What are the matters ten
ding to the’ prod. : | 
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journals? I have entertained some doubts 
to whether free trade in manu res iw at 
present desirable. Aw 
grow 
req 

up here which are now so weak as to 
slative aid; and to bring thew ip 

man 
tures of Canada would be to ruin those ed 
have ron ve sie a = ach ‘en 
prises among us; bu ¢ shoul 
sirable 1 would throw no obetgcty’ fh Re 
Then, is it necessary to have the Uniun t 

n our currencies? No g & ‘will 

t ent drawn in favor of ‘a’ 
> 

with the States we have 8 
mercial transactions for one with Canada, — 
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