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Mode is un-Biitisb, uncertaiu, a.d unreliable,
~how are we to adopt i1? What are we to
{depend on for the decision? Waerecently tosk
away from a large porion of the peopls the
electoral franchise, are we to seud this question
“to the electors, or to the whole people, and
unde¢t what regulations? We have Leard a

deal about appeals to the people, aui I
would like to look back at the history of this
country to shew, as I believe I cau, that such
an appeal is not desirable or necessary, What
did we do a few years ago? We passed a biil
by which the franchise was nearly doubled in
the numbers ot the persons called ou to exer-
cise it; and is not the franchise the source of
all right and power? Did the opponem s ot
that measure ask an appeal to the people?
Not ar all. Afterwards the suffrage was sl
further extenlded and wmade almost univeisa
without a word about appsals to ths people.
Not lvag ago, when Mr. Johnston was in

power he introduced a bill altering to a large|

extent, the franchise and re-disiributing tte
seats; did bis worst oppouent say any hing
theu about an appeal 10 the people? No, the

whole matter was discussed without such ot
question being raised. 1f, when I quote the|
aots of the conservative party, I am et with|

the answer from gentliemen on this side (hat
this is poor authority, I ask did we (theliberal
party ) vot within a sbort tiwe, fecling thai
the franchise was oo extensive, and that the
time had come when the property of the cou:.-
try should be represented by the property
holders, pass a bill striking down .one

third, if not one halfof the eleetors, 1 he e wa~
210 apj eal to the people in that case, this house
did not axk it, altkough it was sought by a geu-
tleman in the Upper House. Aw I not there-
fore acting in_accordance with the policy o
my party, who mainiaived that the peopl

were here present by their representatives 2—
Let me come now to auother tims, gl w.

not iu 1864 a resolution brought in'o the legis

lature; by the teadivg minds upon both siaes,
for the Uanion ot the Marittme Provinces? No

10 coufederate thewn, but to uuite them unde

one government and legislature, Was auy.
thiug said about an a; pe.al.to ithe people thewn:
No; it was said that the delegates suould re

tugu, in order that we, the legislaiure, m:gh

ratify their arrangements. I ask the hous

whethosr or not, if the legislature of the diff -
ent ‘Uolonies had accepied a scheme of legisla-
lative uvion of the Maritime Proviuces, ther
would bave been an appeal to the peopto? W,
have heard about traitors to the country, and
traitors to the party. We are told that tho Li-
beral party are opposed to the schewme, and my
position 1s not at all agreeable to my friends
who sit beside me, or to myself, in separatioy
from them. I got my hiberalism very early; 1
drew it with my eariiest breath and learned
its principles at the feet of such men as Dr.
McCulloch and Jotham Blanchard; and 1
claim to bave been as consistent & member ot
that pariy as any oue in Nova Scotia, here or
elsewhers. What was the waichword of that
party? They bave always claimed as their
walchword, Retorm aud Progress,—and that
this moveweunt is a progressive oue, I firmly
believe. This 18 a measure of progress, and 1f
opposiiion was to be expected, we had little
reason 10 look for it among the Liberals of the
country. I feel that I havenot forsaken Libe-
ral priuciples, and that it would be as hard to do
80 as for the * Ethiopian to change his skin or
the leopard hisspots.” I feel thatlam where |
oughs -0 be aud where 1 wish every liberal in
the country was, following our principles to
their legitimate end, going forward and not
adhering to the ol fugy anu tory priuciples of

keepiug every thing in the old position with-!

out making an aivance, and opposing every
change, just because it is change. As I said, |
was broughs up a liberal, as I advanced in lLife
I susumned the leaders of the liberal parry.
Whea 1 first came intw this house, uuder a goo.
deal of wwptation aud tnal, I sustained \il-
liam Youug and Joseph Howe iu their princi-
ples, and if I am o be told that I am deserting
the party now I reply that 1 do not feel
ashamed to follow the 1tberal par excellence of
British America, tbe hon. George Brown and
Mr. Tuley of New Brunswick, men who aie

liberals w0 the heart’s core, men who have'

long fought for the
and under their flag and 1n their rapks I am
not ashamed 10 stand. Coming home 1 ask
whether when I am in association with the lead-
er of the opposition in this House and in the
other, and assisting in carrying forward the
gustion 8o long and so ofien proposed by tLe
liberal party of this country,I am not where
a liberal should be found. 1t was not my iu-
tention to address the house at leng h, and I
will not continue longer. The principles which
I now maintain are those of ths party of pro-
ress; we have with us the young men of Nova
tia, who are idenufied wiih its future pro
—the best aud most in‘elligent men in all
mmvincec, and all who look forward to be-
ing not merely Nova Scotians, Canadians, or
.New Bruowickers, but citizens of Bri ish
North America, and all who desire to sec our
<ouutry occupying her true position. Wik
their assistance these objec.s must be soon at-
tained.
REMARKS OF MR. TOWNSEND.

Mr. TOWNSEND spoke substantially as fol-
lows:—I feel a great Jdeal of reluctance in rising
10 address the house on the present occasion,
when | see all the legal talent arrayed againss
me on this important quesiion. I feel, how-
ever, that I stand here with the great mass of
the people at m{ back. I contend that we have
no right to deal with the question; the people
did not send us here to deal with it; tgc‘;y do
not yet know its merits. I cannot believe that
such immense advantages will spring fromn
Ugion as some gentlemen profess to see
allead. You cannotforce trade out of its natu-
ral chanvels. The State of Maine, and vo:
Nova Bceotia, is the natural froutage of Oana-
da. The interests of the people do not lie in
the direction of conuection with Canada. As
far as my own peeple are concerned, [ know
if you were to ask them if they would prefor
Anunexation to Confederati wm, they would au-

:4wer, yes. Their commencial iuterests are
intimately bound up with those of the
United States, and it is not therefore sur-

rising that such a sentiment should prevail, —
hey say, give us joonvection with a country
that wil Xrotwt us. Canadacannot take care
of us. I donot feel this way myself, but sril}
I know what I state is perfecily correct. 1
know that, simple man a8 I am, I capnot
change your sentimeunts on this question, Al
the leading talent of the house . is ageius it.—
We have no leader; [ do bol acknowledge.the
hon. member for East Halifax as such The
leader of the Opposition is with the Gosern.
ment on this question; Le supporis fihem oi
the Schoo! Bill and Confederation, and 1 am
only surjrised that le is not one of their
number, I deny that Mr. Aunandis my lead-
er. Canl
street, and then comes here
yet to hear the ar
mbk ty for this
debts;and duties? to have 10 pay for the. en-
tof her eanals, and extension of her

ways? A large proportion of our. popula-

¢

uments 10 satisfy wme of the
) mxfed\sru;io{u.tl it adviga-
to unite with a country with sach lar
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principles of their party, !

take a man that says a thing on the!
to prove iW? I have|

ge| wrote to the Government expressin reﬁret
, but that
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tion are fisheimen auvd heavy cousumers, aun
under Coufederation when you increase the
du’ies you mu:t increase their expenses. 1he
Intercolonial Railway will only benefit us so
far as.it connecs us with 8t John. You can-
not carry thar in guantity forany great dis-
{tance over the railways; the barrels are injur-
ed; water communication is infivitely pretera-
hle,
found of any’ particnlar advantage.
fe:r is that if you pass this measure in the
mode proposed you will convulse the country
from one end to the other. All we require
lis to be allowed to manage our
gaﬁ"irs in our own way. 1 do pot think
(that we can he better off than we are
lnow  under any circumstances.  Why
fnot then let well enough alone, and cease dis-
‘tarbing the coautry at what gentlemen say is

It is ouly in winrer that the road will h«;
What I,

own |

ranged., Itis mot hecessary. for me 10 go over
tﬂe evidénce that he was always in favorof a|
union of the Provinces. Whilst conducting a
leading public journal he advocated it for years;
within these walls he repeatedly referred to
the suhject in a manner that was calculated to
bring conviction to the people of this country.
Who does not remember the story he told so
often that when he arrived in Liverpool a con-
sul from the United Srates, the bearer of imn-
portant despatches, was allowed to go aslore,
whilst he had to remaip in the ship Should a
| Colanist, he said, be considered so little entitled
to consideration? Should not the Colonies as
sume a position that would eutitle them to
more respect among the nations of the world?

I am not going to recapitulate whatoccurred
at Charlottetown, or enter into any elahorate
rexposition ot the necessity and advantages of

la critical period of its history? The Quebec
'scheme is a8 good a schewe as any you can
\devise, but I do not wan* auy at all. { know
(that my constituents ara to a man opposed to
the proposed Confederation, and I am deter
wived 1o s and by them. 1 feel that they will
look upon the present aetior with horror and
alarm. My people, T say, would prefer An-
nexation fo Confedera'ion, but only let a
' ‘housand Fenians come among thew, 2nd the
|fellows wonld not be heard of. Let England
(or ¢ anada be assailed, and two-tuirds of our
vourg men will volunteer to take care of the
cuntry. Buat gtill we do not wirh to be hur-
ried into Confederation. We waut the people
to have a voice in the matter,
SPEECIH OF THE HON. ATTORNEY GENERAL.
Hon ATiY GENERAL said:—I have beeu la-
houring tor some days past under a hoarseness,
which is not at all pleasant, and I do not feel
now in a condition to do . justice to the import-
wmt subject before the House ; but as geutle-
ruen appear indisposed tospeak on the su! ject,
[ shall endeavour, without preparation, to give
ny thoughts as concisely as is possibla. ThLe
question 1s one of such great magniiude that |
eel I am hardly doing mny duty in addressing
he House under the ciicuwmstances 1 have
stated. The present question is one which is
fraught with most fiuitful consequences to the
wople of th's proviuce, as well as of all British
North Awmerica. We have thrown upon uss
respousibility by the tide of events which we
iwust assume, unless we are willing to fail iu
be duty we owe to the people. It will be for
gentlemen, looking at the whole positiou
calinly and dispassionately, to deal with the
question as subjects of our beloved Queen,
anxious to perpetuate the cognection wish the
British Empire. All consig#rations of party
politics should be laid aside, and no influences
should jrevail, except the desire to arrive at a
counclusion that wi:{{genoﬁt the people .whose
interests we have iff charge. I ‘coutend that,
as suhjects of the Queen of England, as mem-
bers of the province of Nova Scotia, we have
duties now to discharge of a most onerous
character, We have been accustomed from
our childhood to take an interest in the great
couniry from which we bave sprung. We
have drawn from thatcountry the principles
that lie at the fonndation of
tions. We should look at the present question,
not erely in the capacity of provincial repre-
sentatives, but as subjects of the great empire
of Great Britain. 1T hold this doctrine, and I
believe it is a patriotic one, that we should
consider in our deliberations that we are act
ing not only for the advantage of Nova Scotia
'but also in the interests of the great empire on
which the sun issaid never to set. I have
'listened with some interest to the speech just
|delivered by the hon. member for Yarmouth
(Mr. Townsend), and althoughjI mustcondewn
Lis disloyal sentiments, yet [ feel he is at all
events entitled to some credit for the candor
with which he stated them. 1 can understand
that hon. member coming forward and pro-
lclaimingto the House and ceuntry that the
(people of Yarmouth have no loyalty excep!
what puts money into their pockets. We can
understand that argument against the
union of the Provinces, and need not therefore
be surprised that nine-tenthsof the people o
that section are opposed to Confederation.—
We therefore see plaiuly why thp hon. geotle-
,man is opposed to a union of British North

‘America. We can understand geutlemen who
argue this way, who prefer annexation with
the * Stars and Stripes” to England’s “ Meteor
tiag,” but what are we to think of gentlemen
who come forward and say that they are
actuated by very different motives—that they
wish to keep up the connection with the
British Crown; they say they are loyal, but
that if we confederate, we must be eventually
annexed to the United States. That is an
argument which requires some explanation
before it can satisfy those who have studied
the question of union and have como to the
couclusion thata union of the Provinces is
uecessary to the continuance of their connec-
tion with Great Britain, and their only safety
against annexation.

When the resolution was passed in this
House, providing for a Conference to consider
the question of a union of the Maritime Pro-
vinces, we all believed that a union with Cana-
da was impracticable at that timme—that she

colonies—that any movement on our part would
not influence her. That was the sole reason
why Canada is not included in the resolation
in question. We believed that union of the
Maritime Provinces was alone racticable, and
thatit would lead to the larger Union. A dele-
gation was sent to Charlottetown, but before it
took place what was announced in all the news-
papers? What was jeverywhere known and
anderstood? What was the understanding of
every man that went on that delegation? “&y.
that the delegates of the Maritime Provinces
were to meet a delegation from Canada at
Charlottetown in reference to a Union of Bri-
tish North America. Gentlemen, now busily
occupied in opposing union, were aware what
was to take place at that convention. I have
{no hesitation in nyiug that the fact was known
110 Mr. Howe, and pablicly stated in his pre-

|

all our institu-'

would not be moved by an appeal from these|

union ; it has heen throughly discussed in the
‘press and on tie platform, and on the floors of
‘this ' ouse. I have vet to hear, in this debate,
fanything on the subject that hasnot been often
said before. It is complained that there are
eleven lawyers in this House in favor of the
scheme; but are not the hest mindsin the coun-
try also supporting it ? 1 need not tell gentle-
men who are opposing this great measure ol
intercolonial progress, and who the * head cen-
tre” is. He is well known in this Heuse and
country; he has been receiving pay from the
;]mperiul Government for the past two years,
jbur, onposed to th - views of that Government,
‘has beensecretly using every means to thwart
them, and at the same time tried to de'ude the
people by a letter that he was not opposing the
'measure inany shape. Now that his pay has
leeased, the mask in thrown off, and we find
'him openly in antagonism to the me asure
which he pretended he had not endeave red to
thwart, He, a servaut of the Brirish Govern-
ment, has been for months past insidiously la
toripg to destroy a scheme that he knew had'
secured the approval of that Government, of

minds in British North America. This is a
free country, and every m~n is at liberty to
write what be wishes; but there are respousi-
hilities thrown upon some persons in reference’
to many public measures that should induce|
rhem to act with great discretion. That discre-
tion has not been observed by Mr. Howe. He
has forgotten the responsibility that he owes to
the people of this country. He was not called
upon as a public man, forhe occupied no posi-
tion in this country that required his action,
but he has gone out of his way to oppose this
measure,and to slander and villify members of
this House, on both sides. We are told that
this is the patriot of Nova Scotia, and that
therefore he is entitled to consideration. Let
us see the position that the hon. gentleman oc-
cupies hefore the people of Nova Scotia, and
scrutinize bhis claims to the confidence of the
country. He went to KEngland on a railway
mission, three or four years ago, and entered
into an arrangement by which the people of
this province would have to pay three and a
half twelfths of the entire cost of the intercolon-
‘ial Railway, and then came back and, by the
power of a small majority, whilst an employee
'of the British Government, passed an act to
carry it out. Now, when the road is to be
built on most advantageous terms, he is found
opposing a scheme of union without which its
construction must be delayed for years He
{ went to the county of Lunenhurg at the general
‘election in 1863, and the people rejected him by
an overwhelming majority. He hassince then
been in the pay of the British Government, but
during that time what evidence did he give of
his patriotism ? Did he serve the interests of
the people on any single occasion ? No; his
patriotism was subdued by his salary.

This gentleman, whose ability is undoubted,
whose speechies I have listened to on the floor
of this House with the greatest interest, as-
sumes to be the gunide of the people. Let us
see what claims he has to that position. We
all know that the Reciprocity Treaty was en-
tered into in 1854. It came to be ratified in this
House,and where do we find that hon. member?
We found him endeavoring to defeat that mea-
sure, and dividing the House on the question
[f the hon. member bad been successful, we
would never have had any Reciprocity Treaty, |
as far as Nova Scotia is concerned, and the ad-
vantages of that measure and the favoralle
nosition it now 8o strongly enables us to take
in dealing with that question, would have been
wholly lost. Again, the question of the settle-
ment of the Mines and Minerals came up for
consideration in 1858. It was arranged by a
geuntleman taken from each side of the House—
by the present Judge in E(luit.y and the hon.
leader of the Opposition. Mr. llowe led upan
opposition to the measure, and did all in his
power to frustrate the arrangements that the
delegates bad made iu London. These were
two important guestions which have proved

most advantageous to the people, and yet Mr.
Howe, the patriot, was found throwing obsta-
cles in their way. Again, the hon. gentleman
became a railway commissioner, and I need
not remind the House that, in 1856, he was con-
stantly found button-holing members, and en-
deavoring to upset the Government of his own
party, whose subordinate officer he was. If
that Government, which he represented as rest-
ing over a volcano, was not immediately
broken up, it was not his faunlt. Things went
on this way until 1857, when the Gourlay shauty
riots occurred. ‘We all remember the religious
animosities that were excited. Who was the
origin? This same gentleman. He destroyed
his own political friends by forcing measures
upon them which they could not with safet

adopt, and which divided, as he knew it would,
his own party. He raised religious strifein this
country for his own personal objects, and ex-
cited neighbor against neighbor who bad lived
for years in peace and quietunde. He managed
by this means to get into power in 1859, but do
‘you think he endeavo to preserve consis-
teney of action? Nothing of the kind, Afier
his success, by a small majority, which was
subsequently melting away, and feeling the
power unrighteously obtained fast slippin

jsence at the dinner given to the Canadian gen-
jtlemen, but who, in & number of articles,p\ms
been oi')st,ructing union for the last eighteen
months—whbo has called those connected with
the Quebec scheme “traitors”; therrhy stigma-

‘tizing his own political friends and allies as'

well as those who have been opposed to him in
public life. He has charged them with having
‘sold and bartered away the rights of the people
of the country, and when a gentleman under
'bis own hand, makes such charges against
others, he need not be surprised that they are
throwu back against the individual who made
‘them. That gentleman knew that the Dele-
'gates were tomeet for the purpose stated, He
tlid not wait to be asked to join that delega-
tion, but personally solicited the ap
When he was appointed and found that u man-
of-war was veady to take bim to Newforndland,
and that he coul vot go to Prince Edward Is-
land, he expresseil his deep regret that he could
noit join us. Bélieying and expecting that
something would grow out of that meeting, he

that he eould not join the delegation

| tate to seek aid from the very men he had pro-

" tures to O

wintment. |

away, and in order to avert it, he did not he

scribed, and to assert that his professions to

ilikely to believe
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through an ordeal in this houre which entitles
him to commiseration. He eéndeavored to
blacken the character of men connected with
the Qubec scheme. We all know the state-
ment made concerning Hon George Brown, and
the refutation it has met, even from his attempt
at escape by denying his own words, uttered in
our presence. I ask the hon mewmber to consid-
er the position he occnpies on this question. [
am prepared to prove hy the most conclusive
evidenice that the hon member, within the last
two or three weeks, would have been willing to
go for this very resolution, without any sripu

lation a8 to an appeal tothe people. What has
changed the hon member since? Have there
heen any new arrivals in this country since he
formed and uttered this intention? Has thera
been any influence brought to bear upon him?
A gentleman, has written article after article
on the subject, who hasstated deliberately that
he would be willing to support this scheme,
now comes here and tells us that he has yet
to hear * the first argument in favor of unicon
with Canada.” - He att mpted to define his
posi‘ion the otherday, but I am quite sure that
when he was done, nobody knew where to find
him.

On the reveral occasions that this question
has heen'*hefore the Honse, 1 have not said a
~single word onthe suhject. It wasone ofthose
questions that I did not wish to deal has:ily
with; I was anxious to,ascertain how it could
be carried outin accordance with the public in-
teresrs, and how far the measure could be prac-
tically dealt with. We went to Quebec, and I

listened attenrtively to the arguments in con-'

nection with the suhject of Union. When 1
saw that a practicable scheme could be matur-
ed which would do justice to all interests, and
believing it was necessary for the welfare and
prosperity of the people of British North' Ame-
rica, then alone did I consent to be a party to
it. As respects the Quebec Scheme, I may
state that I had my doubts as to the correctness

the British Parliament and people, and the hest!of'soms of i‘s features and divided the conven-| who has spoken stron

tion on them. 1 ohjected to the pardoning
power given to the local governors, who are
simply delegates from the General Govern-
ment, believivg that feature would be regarded
by the British Governinent as against prineiple.
I objected again to that portion of the scheme

by which the number of the Legislative Coun-

cil is stereotyped; I held that it was preferable
to coutinue the principle of the British Consti-
tution, which allowed the Crown to add to the
number of the Upper House, but I was over-
ruled by the allegation of the difficulty of ar-
ranging the numbers which might be added so
as not 1o alter the relative numbers from all
the Provinces. I felt, however, althongh op-
posed to some of the details, that it would be
for the interest of the Provinces to adopt it asa
whole. T felt that whilst they remain isolated,
instead of becoming more intimately connect-
ed and better acquainted, they were likely to
become more and more antagonistic to each
other. I had before me the position of two Aus-
tralian Colonies which came nearly to war in
consequence of some financial despite between
them. Some goods were seized by the one, and
attempted to be rescued by the other, and they
were only restrained ‘- from the adoption of ex-
treme measures by heing Colonies instead of
independent conntries. We have trade rela-
tions between the Provinces that are injurious
to all of thein.

The hon. member for East Halifax says that
we can have changes, and those relations imn-
proved without union. Waell, the hon. gentle-
man tried that on one occasien, and found that
the difficulties that met him were of a 1ost. in-
surmountable character. We are told that the
currency could be assimilated, but the hon.
member must have changed his opinions on
this subject very recent.lly, or he would not now
desire to alter or assimilate the currency. (A
few years ago I introduced a bill for the pur-
pose of giving the country a decimal currency,
founded on the basis of the American, Canadi-
wn and New Brunswick currency ; but he voted
1igainst it, and he and Lis party did all they
‘ould to prevent us assimilating our currenecy
‘o that of the neighboring States and Provinces.

The hon. member denies that Union can in-
crease our capacity for defence, but no one is
at his opinions are entitled
to greater weight tham the eminent statesmen
aud geuerals who have given their views on
the subject. At preseut each of the provinces
looks to its own safety, and does mot trouble
itself much about its neighbour, We can hear
with comparative gquietude that the Fenians
are abou! to land in New Brunswick, but if we
hear that Nova Scotia .is end:lapred and its
soil invaded, our blood is excited, and we feel
we must rise and defend our hearths and
homes. If we were all united in one, if the
Canadian felt that the soil of Nova Scotia is
a8 dear to him as that of a—if Nova
Sco:ia felt that Canada is a part of itself—we
would all have a greater guarantee of security.
We are told that disunited we can as effectn-
ally defend ourselves. I would call attention
to the position of Wellington in Spain. Whilet
trammeled by the orders of thejBritish Govern-
ment, Spanish Junta, etc., he was powerless,
but the moment he determined to act on his
own responsibility, success crowned his arms,
Everybody must see the great advan age that
is derived from the concentration of authority
in one band. The most powerful government
for speedy action is that which is despotic. If
we have one concentrated au'hority in the
country—one general command-—our stre
will be vastly increased, by the ahility to con-
centrate force when necessary at any i‘ﬂ‘)‘ow
ant point. The hon. member for East fax
would have the ple of the provisce
pound for pound with those of Liverpool, -
chester and London, and leave the expendi-
ture to the British Government irresponsible
ed any power. We would then have no con-
trol over the expenditure, and counld ne:
vise those who would expend the mone
raised. If we were united underone Govern-
meut, and had one central then
the money would be under its conwrol ; sad
our own representatives would see that it was
Judicionsly expended,

The hon. member for East Halifax told us

others were false, and that he h

ounly wanted
al

ittle capital by which to get back into power.
This is the gentleman who now attempts tp,
'deal with the people of Nova Scotia, and tell
‘thein that they should follow his advice. lle
'bhas heen opposed to the continnance in office
|of the present Government, and he made over-
position gentlemen likely to support
the Confederation scheme, asked them not to
allow tlie present Government to carry it. that
|if they would only help bhim to overthrow the
‘prescnt Administration he and they might, f
(necessary, pass the measure when they got inte
power, 1 aw not making this statement rashly
| Lcan prove it by what has passed between thew
within and without the walls of this builiding.
His oppaosition is, T am satisfied, not 8o mueh to
Union as that the men in power should carry
the measure. That is the patriotism that in
flnences the hon, member,
There is another gentleman o

posite whn op-
ses this measure, and thatist

16 hon. member

when he retarned in October he would % bap-
Py to sid them in any scheme that might be ar-

J . '

or East Halifax, I regiret to

anything se:
vere about that gentleman,

for he has passed

that the necessities of Canada forced them to
upite with us. I tell the hon. gentleman Union

{was poken of, and introduced by the gentle-

mao whose mouth-piece he is, long before it was

(thought of seriously in Canada.’ They had no)

necessities that forced them to a union with
the Maritime Provinces. All that they had to
do was to agree to the principle that s intre-
duced into the Quebec scheme, resenmtion
by population ; and I believe y -wiltl he
found ready to adopt that principle iu their
own local affsirs if this scheme fails. When
this question is settled, they have no importany
difficulties to disturb them, If tlie guestion o

Uniop bns attained its present position rapids
ly,it Las bhean aided by the resolution that his
own government introdueed and carried in
this House some years ago without a division.
Wten Canada found thatshe fx wer Proviness
were taking measures for annion among thems
selves, her public men  asked if we could not
uniie in a Confedaration of all the Padbviiices.
When we went to OCharlottetown, “we found:
that, owing to the oppisition both of New

lof the country W

i#ure that invited
land approval.

s s

o .y
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was impracticable. Not a word was eaid aboe
union with Canada unfil it was foung ths
union of the Maritime Provinces could not, t
brought about. I may add, that the questio
of a Legislative union of the Maritime Pro.
vinces was again broucht np at the Quepe

Jonvention, Canada and Nova Seotia urgeq

that union,but gentiemen representing “be twg

provincnf named would not consext tg tha
union. _1f, therefore, the Maritime union ha.
not heen carried, it is not the fault of Noy,

Scotia or Canada.,
Reference has been made to the financiy

necessities of Canada  We know from gy

own experience that the revenue will fal) off
considerably  during some years; one vead

Nova Bceotia had adeficieney of £39.000. Three

jor four yearsin succession of failure of crops af.

fected the importations into Canada, and eoy
requently caured o deficiency in the revenue

'but I cau assure gentlemen that Canada is yo;

'now in any positicn to require assistance, Yot

gentlemen who would ol»}wct to Confederation

with Canada for fear of extra taxation, wonld

have no nnwillingness to annex us to the Uni.
ted States, wi'h its itnmense war debt and ex.

hausting taxation, Canada now is as pros.
perous as any portien of the glaohe.

The hon. member told us that the Imperia)
Government had no poliey until after the ra.
port of the delegates. In this h- may be. cof.
rect. The British government, looking at the
fact that leading men representing both politi.
cal parties in the provinces were in favour of
union, and had adopted a measure for thejr
confederation, bad every reason to suppoge
that they represented the feelings aud wishes
hen the British public saw
(that the Colonies were entertaining the scheme

for Union—that the leading men had concur.
red in irs details, they felt that this was a mea-
their serions consideration
I tell the hon. member for
'hat it is not only Mr. Cardwel]
gly on this question ; if
he did not support it, I belicve he could not
remain in nis present position. No govern.
ment conld be formed in Engiand unless it en.
couraged and stimunlated this union, for publie
opinion in that country is almost unanimously
in favor of that scheme. I know ‘his from
leading supporters as well as opponents of
that government,

I have already pointed to some of the parties
who are opposing the Union of the British
North American Provinces. I have shown you
that some of theseé geutlemen profess to be
Annexationis‘s to the American Republic.—
But we ha” on the promulgatien of the Que-
bec scheme opposition from another quarter.—
It will be remembered that there was a paper
published in Halifax under the not very eu-
phonious title of the Bulifrog, patronised and
encouraged very largely by gentlemen in the
An'i-Confederate interest. This paper was
edited principally by gentlemen in the Royal
Artillery in this garrison, who have since pub-
lished a work on Confederation, which I find
roviewed in an English paper. I must say that,
if the Review eapresses their views, these ﬁen-
tlemen have been guilty of the grossest libel
upon the loyal people of Nova 8co ia that was
ever penned. When we look at a man’s con-
ductin all its relations, then only can we form
a just conclusion as to the motives that actuate
him. I will now read to you from a review of
the work in question:— .

The Confederation of British North America. By E.
C Borrox aud H. H. 'WgkBsxR, Royal artillery.—
Londen: Chapman and Hall. '

The aunthors ot this volume go dead sgainsta
scheme which was received with much approval in
this country, ard was believed to have been also, on
the whole, favourably looked upon in the colonies —
We mean, of course, the proposal f>r the Confedera-
tion of the British North American Provioces. It
seem , however, according to the authors of the work
bafore us, that we were all wrong on the subject —
Confederation, they declare, is neither possivle nor
desirable—indeed, is not dea‘nd. in the wide senve of
the word, at all. The maritime proviuces, while
they are favorable to & federation among themselves,
are bitterly inimical to a union with Canada; while
all the Colonies—Canada, New Brurswick. Nova Sco-
tia, Prince Edward Island—are much more inclined fo
be annexed to the United States - han to the confedera-
tion preposed, and only value British eonncction {or
the s-tke of Imperial e iture among them. The
Confederation scheme the authors promounce to be a
Yarce; and, {f carried out. a ruinous farce. The colo-
jnies with to do nothing, and wili do nothing, to pro-
vide defencs for themselves. The mother gountry,
they think, eaanot do without them—in fact, would
sink into the tion of a third-rate power were her
| American colonies severed from her, while they
would still retain their trade with the United States,
with England and with the rest of the world. The
perple of all the Provinces are, we are told far more
Yaukee than British in their characters and” their ha-
bits, and even in their sympathses ; and the loyalty to
the Crown, of which we 80 much ds, {f we
trust Messrs. Bolton and Webber, only a mere hp-g-
Tair, put on fo up;mrmmandinduceam
tinuance of grants for m,mmn,
and the maintenance of treops in the and
of the navy on ihe station.”

Here yousee the supporters of the Anti-Con-
federation doctrinés perpetrating this disgrace-
ful libel upon the people of Nova Scojia. I
hold that these gentlemen are ne worse, bow-
ever, than those who here advocate annexa
tion. We are told that our loitlt is only a
mere lip service, that we value m{ah counec-
tion only for the advantages it brings with it—
for the money it affords us in connection with
naval and militar exgendimm. I ask the
hon member for East Balifax and those who
are associating with him, ought they not to be
proud of their connection with these gentle-
men who ‘hus libel our ¢ountry?

We are told that we should not go into this
Union—that Nova Scotia is now happy and
prosperous, and does wmet require union to

her more so. Let e ask how are we
going to provide for the tinuanoce of that
prosperity? Who of all the Anticonfederates
ean show ns where, without union, we will be
two years?—who can ntee us our pe-
sition for that period or less time? We only
jeopardize it whilst we remain isolated as at
esent. Look at the geographical position of
ova Bootia, at her great résources, and ask it

she should not wish to'be even more prosper-
ous than she actually is, or without union can
ever e to be, What is it that placed
England in her present exalted sition
among the nations of the world? What is it
that has given lier continued supremacy on
the sea, and as & manufacturi country ?
For mives of coal and iton, What have we in
Nova Scotia? * Bhe is partly a fishing and
partly an agricultural country, but she has
also most valuable mineral resources only ia
the infaney of their development, If you con-
gider her water power, and mines of coal and
iron, and Ler geographical situation, you see
all' the elements of a great manufactaring
country on this side of the country. Whilst
we have no market we cannot expect to see
our manufacturing system deyelop itself, but
if we bad'a market of four millions. of consu-
mers, then we might expect, Tu a fair competi.
ion, to 826 them progress, Give her the popu-
lation, and I am confident tWat she will take &
vosition in hha.mamhcm‘ﬂng’worlﬂ that no
country of the same size can surpass,

We_ are told that we ean have free trade
withous tnion, but %M cannot be. ?toved; we
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