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to Ye candid, then, 
no participation ‘in the 

onc ogy mr gr affairs. I can be 
much happier and much more profitably 
Papoges in giving groan to humbler 
du The right for the people to decide this 
question for themselves, is one of those ¥ ire 
ogg wer rights of which no one should 
deprive ; and Teannot consent, for one 

mowent, to on any part of their 
ms. I hope there is yet independent spirit 

in this house, that wé shall not be guilty pol 
great an oat ns that proposed. w 
concur in passing Confederation at the present 
time will take up n themselves an awful res- 
ponsibility ; a- responsibility for which their 

-gonstituents will call'them to a strict account. 
This resolution may pass, but if it does, those 
who vote for it will lose the confidence, and the 

nt and good sense of a very large 
m ty of the people. I see that party train- 
ing is going on; proseriptive spirit is rising; 
every appeal that can’be made to human pas- 

is ‘urged, and names not of the most 
pleasirg kiud are freely bestowed upon those 
who have the firmness to ‘oppose a change in 
the constitution. Sir, names can never effect 
principles or change position. Ingenuity may 

- €oin them, and effrontry apply them, but the 
.metual relations of life remain the same — 
therefore let us be faithful to our great trust. — 

. From the battlefields of all the earth upon 
which Jiberty has set up her standard, there 
comes 10 us the cry “be faithful;” from the 
erumbled senate halls of nations for ever 

: sed away, there comes to us an* implor- 
ing appeal to he faithful to those who put 

. their confidence in us. - But, if Confederation 
must pass by a majority in the House, with- 
out the consent of a majority of the people 
of this country, then I. sav to my constitu- 
ents, and also to the country at large,“ thou 
«anst not say I did it” 

SPEECH OF MR. COFFIN. 

Mr. COFFIN. — I regret that T am obli- 
- ged to addr: ss the House at this late hour of 
the night ; but as we are deuvi.d the privilege 
«of ano her day’s debate, and as the death-knel} 
~of my country is sounding, IT do not wish to 
* give a silent vate. - The suhject before the 

oure is one of tr 0 great magnitude to be 
* pasrced over lightly ; it is a question of greater 
magnitude than any that has hitherto been be- 
fore the Legisl:ture. It is one calculated to 
sweep away ourcoustitation, the dearest rights 
of Nova-Scotians as free men ; i* is one, sir, 
calculated to raise the ire of everyone of Nova 
Sco ia’s sous ; it is ove that cannot be passed 
without ignoring he rights of the electors of 
Nova Scotia, Sir, I regret exceedingly that a 
resolution was passed in this House in 1864,’ 
authorizing a delegatiofl to consult as to the 
ropriety of a union of the Maritime Provinces, 

for out of that has grown rhe delegation to 
Quebec, and there with glesed doors a congnles 
ta ion was held which ended in bartering away 
this fine Provivce, the peonle, and the cons'i- 
tu ion, ‘0 Canadian rule, There we have been 
sold, there we have been valued, there the 

...yights dear to us of governing ourselves, and 
of being in ourselves a free, independent and 
contented people, were given up ; and when it 
+J8 known through the length aud breadth of 
~tbe land that this resolution has been passed, 
then it is that the indignation of the pecple 
will be aroured to an extent perhaps that will 
be calculated to weaken the strong feel- 
ings of attachmeut to their rulers that had 
hitherto existed. If this question had been 
approached in a way that was fair and honor- 
able by first submitting the whole question to 
the country at the polls, and if it were then 

} pny by the Legislature there would not 
ve been the cause of complaint which at pre- 

sent exists, This is indeed a most dangerous 
step which is about to be taken; we have a 
thinkinz ard intelligent people in Nova Sco- 
tia—a people that will not be likely to tolerate 
having their constitution bartered away with- 
out ‘heir consent, aud without having those 

vileges which responsible government was 
ntended to secure to them. I do not believe 

that the Imperial Parliament will ratify this 
scheme, if they are made properly acquainted 
‘with the whole transaction and with vhe facts 

. which bear upon the case. Loyalty to the 
, Crown has been spoken of. Sir, we pretend 
to foster that feeling, whilst at the same time 
# few men who now'govern the couutry—who 
are expec’ ed to govern the people according to 
their well understood wishes, and who ob- 
fained place and power at the polls in 1863 un- 

wid 

| which to force the Maritime Provinces into a 

~~ — a 

the cry of retremchment, but who have #0 
managed the publi affairs as to ~ n for them: for them- 

[U) well know, the withering re- 
ats Or avvet hihs of the people, 30 cap the 

the t UTES us to pass & lution 
te ur beloved commtry of | 

em fd es convey the proval of ha { 

Consti- 
be - 

this act? 1 have heard strong lan- 
guage made use of here at times; 1 only 

‘other day the Prov. Secretary make use of 
the word “ traitor” to another hon genticman 
across the floor of this houss. 8ir, 1 will not 
make use of that term, but I am at a loss for 
language sufficiently strong and severe with- 
out doing so. What can said of the men 
who, in the face of the fact of nine-tenths of 
‘he people of this Province being decidedly 
adverse to the of this resolution, pro- 
pose to sweep away our constitution and make 
us subservient to the rule of Canadian States- 
men, in whose wisdom for governing a country 

ment in favour of this scheme when they had 
made a hargai ype of own advan- 
tage. 1 that could the disadvantages 
that this involves to Nova Scotia have ne 
shewn to the British gree ment SSE Sow ad 
not have been so blind to our interests as to 
favour such a scheme; but all this will be re- 
presented to the British government. It ia 
not impossible vor unlikely that this may yet 
be a question of moment in the Parlia- 
ment of England than may now be i 
and when it is known that this Quebec scheme 
is 80 distasteful to the peop of this province; 
when the injustice of the case comes to be 
known, and the discontent and strife that will 
be engendered thereby, I feel some hope that 
the Bri ish government will pause hefore they 
pass.an act to make this resolution hecome the 
law of the land. I presume that the British 
government will have a detailed account of 
the whole scheme; a pounds shillings and 

nce version of the whele affair; a matter of 

we have but little faith, and from whom we 
are severed for six months of the year as to any 

land, and entirely shut out by sea, and for the, 
other six months we have very indifferent com- 
munication. It is said we are to have the In- 
tercolonial Railway. This may be he case in 
the course of tiwae, but the Intercolonial Rail- 
way should have preceded the Union of he 
Colonies. Why, sir, sunpose a war was to 
break out between the. United States and G. 
Britain, avd the General Parliam+ nt had to be 
convened in win er months a' Ottawa, how 
are we to reach there? Would it be over the 
ive, or on snow shoes ever land? 8ir, had the 
public men of Canada heen true to their inte- 
rests, and the Colonial Secretaries of Eugland 
been true to their engagements, we should 
long before this have had the railway built.— 
>an Canadians or Noya Scotians expect to 
build that railway on terms made easier as to 
finances than by the ¢ffers made by the Brit- 
ish Government in 1862 to which the Canadians 
refused to accede? If they had acceded, the 
road m'ght now have been built. The reason 
for Cauada no! accepting the offers then made 
may bave been that they expected at some 
future day to use that work as a lever by 

union; and, sir may we not well believe that 
they baveaccomplished the end in view ? They 
must be famous for their powers of persuasion 
or they never could bave buttered the dele ga- 
tion from this Provinee 80 smoothly as to get 
them to sign that document at Qnebee. 1 be- 
lieve it was at the last great dinner at Mon- 
treal that the iniquitors scheme was comple- 
ted—a scheme 80 unjust to the people of this 
Province—a scheme by which the country and 
the Constitution they Toved so well have been 
most grossly bartered away—and a scheme 
bat the government of this Province will not, 
nay, sir, dare not, suhmit to the people at the 
polls, But it may be said by the friends of 
this measure that the scheme is 10 be altered, 
they baving met the propositions of thé hon 
gentleman from Richmond, but does not every 
one know thatthis is a farce, a delusion? Does 
not every one know that that proposition was 
kn wn to the gover ment long before it was 
announced on the floors of this house? The 
resolution is that the British Government shall 
arbitrate between coun ending parties, when 
the British Goverument have already declared 
in favor of the Quebec scheme, and, I believe, 
without lookirg minutely into the matter; but 
having: passed on the Quebec scheme already, 
they will not retract ;—and the gu.vernment of 
Nova Scotia having already pledged them- 
selves over and over again to the Quebec 
scheme, does any one suppose that they will 
compromise themselves by going as a dele- 
gation to England to perruade the Brit- 
ish Government to make altera ions which 
they well know Canada will not agree to. 
They would be fools if they did, seeing the 
way in which this resolution passed this house, 
if ivdozs pass. Do you wish to ' eap insult 
upou injury by trying to delu.le the people of 
this cuuntry with such a resolution? Sir, I say 

mode of travellitg over FRritish territory by! 

again do you wish to iusult the common intel: 
ligence oft Nova Scotians? Several questions 
that should be answered by the promoters of 
this scheme are these: Did not the delegation 
ar gos fit in secret? Did they not con- 
clude that Quebec acheme with closed doors? 
Was it no understood by all the parties then 
that the terms of the scheme were not to be 
disclosed until all the delegates should return ? 
Did not the Canadian delegates proceed post 
baste to England, there to implore the Secre- 
rary for the Colonies to aid their proposi'ions? 
Aud was it not urged at the Colonial Becre- 
1ary's office nearly as soon as in Temperance 
Hall? 8ir, I do not wonder that the Cana- 
dians should with such haste endeavour to 
excite the sympathies of the Briush govern- 

act proposition for them to solve; and when 
they do know, as I believe they do not know, 
that Nova Scotia must lose at least $200,000 a 
year by the arrangement, which they willlq 
have to make up by direct taxation—and that 
that will he a mode of raising money—that 
will be likely to create a very bad feeling and 
perhaps almost a revolution in the country, 
they will pause before hey pass the act. But, 
sir, in makirg use of this language, [ am quite 
aware that I shall be styled by the promoters 
of this infamous scheme an annexationist; but 
this I deny, and I claim to possess as loyal 
feelings to my beloved Queen as any man in 
this assembly, and it is with feelings loyal to 
the crown of Great Britain that | warn Fou 
now of the danger there is of creating a feeling 
of hostili y to the Government of Britain by 
the passage of this act. The feelings of the 
people of England have been quoted here by 
the hon. Attornev General, and the applause he 
received at the Manchester dinner when iatro- 
duced as ona of the union delegates. Bat, sir, 
did tha honorable A‘torney General ask 
them their views of our relation to Eng- 
land under the union? If he had they would 
have told him that united we would uo 
longer ha an expense to England for protec 
rion. And this is be geueral impression of 
the people of England. I was in Eugland last 
winter, and in Manchester, and was in conver 
sation-with gentlemen there of high standing, 
some of the Manchester school, and found that 
this was the general idea,that these Provinces 
uni ed would nol nger he a burthen to the 
neople of England for protection, and I found 
this to be the idea of a very large proportion 
of the peorle there wih whom I came in con- 
tact, but I do not mean to say that the British 
government eoter ain tha idea. Nw, sir, 
having kept the house so long at this late 
hour 1 will not prolong my remarks, but should 
have.done so if time had been allowed. I fee) 
that I am doing my daty to Nova Scotia, as 
my native land, to the people I am here to 
represent, and to myself, by voting against the 
resolution laid on the table by the hor. Prov. 
Secy., and for the amendment oftsred by the 
hon. and learned gentleman from Guysbouro. 

REEARKS OF MR. HATFIELD. 

Mr. HATFIELD said: —T feel that the duty 
devolves upon we of expressing my views or 
his resolution. I may state that until this 
evening no one has been informed of the wa) 
in which 1 intend to vow; when meeting: 
were held a* Yarmon'h and Argyle I said 1 
would not give a decided opinion un il the le- 
gisla'ure met, and the pros and cons of the 
question laid before us. T have come here, 1 
have heard speeches upon both sides, and have 
mie up my mind to vote against the resolu 
ion which the goveroment have in‘roduced. I 
feel that the duty which I owe to my constitu- 
ency, and that duty is not a small one, requires 
that I should take this action. Bince coming 
to this house 1 have suppor ed the goverument 
almost to a vote, someimes with a disregard 
of my personal position, but on this measure | 
will do what is righ’ irrespective of political 
feelings and with a determination to stand or 
fall by the course which I pursues. I have fre- 
quently felt diffi lent in addressing the house, 
feeling that I was a young member and unac- 
customead to public speaking, in comparrison 
with some gentlemen who frequently address 
us, but to-night I stand firm in the convigtion 
"hat the course I am taking is one that be- 
comes my position, We find that out ef the 
ten or eleven lawyers who have seats in this 
house, nine are in favor of the scheme, and 
what is their object unless it be personal ag 
grandisemen'? To-night we have seen a gen- 
"leman sitting here, and not revealing even to 
his own colleagues that he had “ paired off” 
with another member and did not intend to 
vote on the division. That certainly looks sus- 
picious, and has convinced me that all the cir- 

ued, tho 

A" ————— a — | m———— 

cumiatiBoes connected with the transaction 
have not been revesled. I have made ve 

of mgm AR Ay omg Aan 
REMARKS OF DR. BROWYX. 

Dr, BROWN said :—At this hour of the night, 
Mr, Speaker, and fatigued as I am by a long 
journey, 1t is not ble for me to collect my 

ts sufficiently to make a two hours 
conan on this all-important subject, I shall 

therefore content myself with a few remarks 
directed to one or two poiuts only, I should 
not object to the resolution before the house, 
provided the people were allowed to decide 
the question. It is not impossible, though I 
confess I cannot see it, that Union with 
Canada may be ultimately beneficial to 
the Coy: If so, the people in process of 
time woul gradually alter their wue, and at 
last witliogly adopt the change. 
Bu I ask, sir, where is the necessity for this 

indecent haste? Haste in a two-fold sense. 
Haste, not only in cramming this measure 
own the people’s throsts without their consent 

and inst the will of a vast majority, bul 
haste in bringing this debate toa close to- night, 
and thus stiding the voice of free discussion. 
Nothing can be more. a) Himey than the con- 
duct of the government, They can fri ter 
away days and weeks on useless and frivol- 
ous ma'ters, but on the great question, whether 
Nova Scotia shall retain her rights and liber-. 
ties—her very existence, the Provincial Sec’y 
denies us an hour. I ask, sir, where is the 
necessity for action? Why pot remain as we 
are? What is the emergency? Ia it, because, 
#8 the Provincial Secretary has admitted, the 
government and union party in this house are 
afraid to hear the voice of the ple? 1 thank 
the Pro. Secy. for the admission—it is candid, 
ande xplains his position. The emergency, Mr. 
Speaker, is not the emergency of the people, 
ir is the vmergency of the rulers of the people, 
Why is it that they will not refer this m>asure, 
this mos’ momentous of all measures that ever 
came before this Legislature, to the pecple 
wh m it most concerns? simply becanse they 
dare vot. Do you suppose, sir, ca» any man 
imagine, if the government had a ghost of a 
chance ‘hey would hesitate to appeal to the 
hastings? The voice of the people and the 
voice of their representatives are stifl-d, be- 
cause they know it is against them, Now, sir, 
his act may be perpetrated, the rights 
of the people of Nova Scotia may be 
trampled on, and ignored, but [ apprehend this 
will not be the end ot the contest. The voice of 
the penple though silenced for the present will 
make itself heard. I mistake much if the free 
and intelligent people of Nova Scotia will 
quietly submit to be crushed and overridden— 
| mistake much if the honest and eulightened 
farmers of Kings County will quietly submit 
oit. And when T speak of Kings County I 
mean nut only Sou'h Kings, which T have the 
onor to represent, bat North Kings which is, 

[ have every reason to know, eqnally strong in 
its condemnation of this measare. I do not 
hesita a 10 declare it as my oninion in the pre- 
sence of the members for Nor h Kings that 
uice-touci bs of the electors of that district are 
pposed to it, and are only waiting for an op- 
writuuity to sweep it and its authors away to- 
zether. My learn: d friend from North Kings, 
Dr. Hamilton, says he has learned from a cor- 
respondent in Kings that Mr. Fowe's letters 
have bad the eff-ct of cementing the Counser 
vatives in that county, 1 agree with him that 
‘he minds of all parties, with few exceptions 
concur in one point—in denouncing uvion wirh 
Canada. I bave just returved from a wisi 
howe, and find the aati-union feeling stronger 
than ever. 

Several of my pro-confederate neighbours 
said to me, they would like confederation bat 
not without the test of the people's approval.— 
Dr. Hamilton also disputes the reported issue 
of the Sinniog meeting, now I bave it from 
the most reliable anthori y, authority that the 
learned member bimself will not question, 
thatagainst one of the resolutions carried, (here 
was but one vote, and against he othersenly 
three or four. Canning is in the Dector’s im- 
mediate vicinity and a large number of his 
consti nents reside there. The learned mem- 
her referred also to his pronable re iremen: 
from public life. I advise him to do so by all 
means, He Cpl could not do a more pra 
dent thing. I should be glad also to hear my 
friend and colleague Mr. Bill give his opinion 
sn the resolutions befors the house. On a 
question of such ‘ranscendant proportions and 
maguitade, a question truly of life and death 
no wan should be content with giving a silen: 
vote. I conclude by imploring the house to 
let the people be heard at the polls. 
Dz. HaMiLTON :—~My observations merely res 

ferred to North Kings, 1 did not refer 10 South 

can flag floating over the Province, and 
such sentiments as his had a good deal to do 
with the Canning meeting. 

. Dr Browx :~I a cept the learned member's 
challenge to meet him at North King’s It will 
give me «reat pleasure to vacate my seat to- 
morrow, if he will do the some for that pur- 
pose. It will be a pleasant and innocent way 
for him to learn the opinion of his constituents, 
I'don’t know who the learned member's cor. 
respondents are. D, R. Daton, Esq was mine, 
and the Doctor himself will agree with me that 
this gentleman is entitled to credit and respect. 
1did not, as he insinuates, suggest the meting 
at Canving—in that my learned friend has only 
made a bad guess : 

Mr. KiLnam: Itis well known, as was ad- 
mitted by the Pro. Sec. himeelf, that the gov- 
ernment do not possess the confidence of the 
country and what then is our position * The 
government, in the face of this fact, bring for- 
ward a measure to change our entire consti'u- 
tion, aod cll upon members to support them. 
What wou'd the leader of the House of Com. 
mons do it he were obligod to make such an 
admission ? The observations of some gentle- 
men who have spoken te-night I think will give 
the government a lesson that cannot soon be 
forgotten 

Mr. McKuy said :—T intend to adopt a differ. 
ent course trom that pursued by my coll ague 
on this question, and I wil: state a few of the 
reasons which i’ fl-nce me Las winter I was 
opposed to the Quebec scheme ; this session a 
resolution has been introduced to modify that 
scheme in its details. If a change has become 
necessary for our security, let us form our ine 
s'itutions by our own judzment, and not by the 
direction of the neighhoring Republic “One 
of the members for Yarmouth admitted that 
nine tenths of the people of that county are in 
favour of annexation,—these are opinions which 
po loyalist can endorse. Another gentleman 
taking a prominent stand in this discu-sion has 
made remarks cofcerning our Lieut Governor 
which I cannot endorse. | have receiv d some 
letrers from my constituents, asking me 10 sop- 
port the resolution, and I bave received none 
to the contrary. 

Mr. KiLLax replied that his colleague, Mr. 
Townsend, had merely intimated that a m#jo- 
rity of the people of Yarmouth pref<rred une 
nexation to Confederation. 
Mr Locke said that in the session of 1°62 

he Atty General applied the phrase * dumb 
loge” 10 gentlemen whom he opposed, —that 
:xpreession could be very appropriately applied 
to gentlemen on the government side, who al- 
lowed the speeches of gentlemen opposed te 
the resolution to pass unanswered. 
Hoo. ATTY Gen said that the gentlemen to 

wktom that phrase was applied in 1862, bore it 
pretty easily, and he presumed that his friends 
could do the same on this occasion. 
The question was then taken upon Mr 8S. 

Campbeli’s amendment, which was negatived, 
eighteen voting for itand thirty-one against it. 
For the amendment—Meesrs. Killam, Hebb, 

Haifleld, Balcom, Townsend, Lawrence, Moore, 
twobertson, Locke 8. Campbell, Blanchard, 
McLelan, Ross, King, Ray, Brown, Coffin and 
Apnand 
Agniost :—Messrs. Bill, Hill, . J. Campbell, 

Shannon, D Fraser, Allison, Jno Campbell, 
Whitman, Pryor, Longley, Parker, Heffernan, 
Kaulback, McKay, Jost, Donkin, Bourinot, 
Fobin, Miller, McDonnell, McKinnon, Robie 
eau, McFarlane, Prov Sec., Atty. General, 
B anchard, Cowie, JHamilton, Colin Campbell, 
Smith and Archibald. 
The resolution passed 81 to 19, Mr. J, Fraser 

voting with the minority. 
The House adjourned, 


