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The Babbler Silenced.

EXTRACT FROM THE NOTE-BOOK OF . REV,
W. A, HOBBS,

Lt was six o'clock in the evening, and I had
just sat down in the verandah, thoroughly
wearied with the multitudinous en nts
of 8 long busy day, The order he just been
given to the Ihmnmnb to bring the dinner,
Two young men with heads erect, and twirl-

den-gate, advanced to where I was sitting and
gave their salaam. Before I could say a
word one of them, in tolerable English, thas
addressed me : ¢ Bir, my house is at Nischin.
dipore (a village six miles distant), I know
English ; my mind goes in a virtuous direc-
tion ; day by day I search for the knowled;
of God, I {sn read your Bible, but I
not like it;neither do I put eonfidence in it.
It contains many things contrary to resson ;
it shows God to us in a borrible aspect—it
aboands in coatradictions—many parts of it
are obscure; [ have read some chapters ten
times and cannot understand o fraction of it,
I have come to discuss with you, sir, and I
will be ablg to shew that your Bible is not
more worthy of regard than the V&ds in which
Hindoos trust, - OF course, every book has
something good in it, but this is quite & dif-
ferent thing to maintaining, as you Christiane
do, that the Book was given to men by God.”

point L' thought it well to stop him,
for Lfelt that this volubility just at my dinper
hour was all lost upon me, so changing the
subject 1 quietly enquired, ¢ Baboo, what
time did you get up this morning, and how
much work bave you done to-day?’ 1
arose at seven,” was his reply, “ und at once
walked here: to attend a case [ have in the
Monsiffis court, atter which I took some re.
ireshment at the house of a friend,” ¢ Then
it eppears, Baboo, that [ arose, had my morn-
ing walk, carly breaktast, and conducted our
worship, before you opened your eyes, Since
then [ have been: busy nearly the whole day
in the sun, and am now very tired and hungry.
Asa %eneral rale I never do any more work
after | take my seat in thiv verandah in the
evening. To converse upon the subjeets you
bave objeoted to wonld tske half a day, se
please comie to.morrow morning at seven
o'cluek, and I will listen to sl you wish to
say, Saloam,”

Tne Visre.—Bengalees arc never punctaal,

“except from ‘absolute neoessity ; so next day,

instead of coming at seven a, m,, he made his
appearance at three p, m, He brought two
companiops with him, ope of whom under.
stood English 8 little, the other not at all.
He was very anziqus to discuss in English,
bat, as I always replied to him in Bengali,
be too soon found it necessary to do the sime.
After a few casual remarks I said to him
somewhat suddenly, ¢ Baboo, it an English.
fuan were to say that all Bengalees are & set

“of rogaes, what would you think of him 7

“ Well, siv, I should think, first, that he had
told a lie ; and, second, [ should think that
Kuglishmen sre more uncharitable and over.
bearing thap I had imagined them to be;
what is your own opinion, sir 7" [ should
think, Baboo, that such a person ought to be
content with exposing rogues wherever he
found them, but ot progeed to take away
the character of a whole people because some
of them were bad,” * Just so, sir, in fact
we were both crossing the river in one boat,
but y;n jumped on the l:s?k O’m i you have
exaotly expressed my opinion.” + I am glad
that we are thus :.5 / d, Baboo, b:: 1
want you to see why L asked yon such a
curious question, Last night you attacked

* our Holy Bible north, sotith, east and west,
You said * its statements are contradictory = |

| answer them all.”’

sent a fl

fifty objeotions in & breath,” « Indced, Ba-
boo ! your unbelief seems to be as sirong as
your memory is good: Please state your fift
objections, 1 will note them down and try and

Tae Unsrorions.—This, taking him at his
word, evidently discomposed him, however he
bravely made the attempt; the tollowing was
ths wedley presented ; — « 1, Everybod
knows that the sun is the source of light,
The Bible gays that on the first day God
said * Let there be light,’ and there was light ;
we read of morning and evening being the
first day ; yet, further on in the same chapter,

gar- | we find that God did. not make the sun, and

moon, and stars until the fourth day. Sir, &
child can see that this is a downright contra-
dietion.” - * Go on, Babuo,” + 2. The Rible
u{n that Moses was on the top of a mountain
with God for forty days and ate nothing, 1t
Is impossible | no man can go without food
more than eight or ten days” «Go on,
Baboo,” “8, The Bible says that Noah was
the only o‘;ilghteom man on earth and so God

» Now if all were bad except
Noah, why were not al! his family drowned
88 well as other bad persons, To believe the
Bible would shew God to be partial, Who
oun trust in a purtinl God 7. ¢ Go on, Ba-
boo,” ¢ The Bible says that the sun stood
still once over some valleys, BSuch a sentence
is opposed to mathematics,”  Go on, Ba.

has | boo,” 5, Bome parts of the Bible are full

of vengeful sentences quite inconsistent with
the charaoter of an all-werciful God,” +8o
is the penal eode, » but you know it is

ood tor Bengal nevertheless,” - After a little

elay be proceeded, ¢ 6, There is something
about three men being thrown into a fire and
not being burnt. This is evidently untrust.
worthy, for it is agaiust all experience, I
have heard that some christians have burnt
others occasionally ; Why did not God pre.
serve them too?” * 1 camnot tell, Baboo;
if I give you land rent freo am I pound to
g’ve all my land rent free? but go on, Baboo,

ou said the Bible revealed God in a horrible

aspect to his ereatures, whai did you refer

to?* w Ah, sir, that is my strong castle, 1
must not forget that,” He continued ;7.
“ Bir, you are a merciful Eoglishman, It at
the timo of the mutiny, your conntrymen had
destroyed the whole bation of the Hindoos
because somo of the husbands and fathers bud
rebelled, what would you say to such wild
beasts 7" I will tell you presently, Baboo,
go on,” 8, ¢ Bir, can you live without air?
“That is an abrapt question Baboo, why
do you ask it 7" » use, sir, my next
question depends upon the answer you give,”
* Then allow me first Baboo, to 8sk you ean
any creature live without air 9" # No, sir,
the atmosphere is essential to all life ; when
creatures oease fo breathe they cease to live,”
“ 8o you say Baboo, Let us see if the boat
you have built will sink or swim. When the
bear becomes dormant for hall the year, in.
sensible to hunger and lost to eonsciousness,
does he breathe ? In places where the sea
is four miles deep, the bed of the ses is cov.
ered with myriads of little livilg ereatures
who live in the mud, do they breathe 7 if so
it is evident that in certain conditions.ef ex-
istence very little air suffices, then why ecould
not Jopah in some mysterious way breathe
through the fish 7 for this I faney is the ob-
joction which you are labouring to bring out,”
** X @8, sir, you have guessed nﬁtly, bat your
questions so pussle me that I do not wish to
press the poiot,”” * Very well, Baboo, then
g‘lmq ? on to the next objection ; uz:: yoa
ve only given ten per ‘eent. of w

romised.” 8, “The acconnt of Christ's

irth is pussling and unnatural, moreover
there was no nee

waqtn(rmﬂqu.hom _ Iqinﬂ

» but L bave heard of many mere whoh

God's character in it is presented to his orea- | 1o me seom v werful,”
tures under revolting aspecls—its teachings| Aunu.g wol,l Baboo, half-an-bour is
are contrary to mao:"“ -—-?d what more you already, let )
would have said, but that I wanted my dinper | take, your. abjec
and stopped you, I cannos tell,. Now you are | you b

eondemning the Bible ia the you,

doue any more than

& of rogaem, I}

made the sun, This scems to you to be a
contradietion, so you conclude that the Bible

y | cannot be true.  Now, Baboo, listen to m{

explanation ; this is not the first time that
have bad to shew Bengalees that they do not
understand this subject, Everybody koows
(or may know) that the sun is 1,384.000
times bulkier than our earth ; morcover man

are even larger than the sun, Now, to
imagine that all the stars and the sun were
oreated simply to light up' our litfle world
seems fo be unreagonable, for the stars give
scarcely any light, though some of them are
& million times larger than odr earth, Now
it any one were to tell you that a eity 1,384,
000 as large as Magourah was built to supply
Magourah with food and neocessaries, and tl‘:ut
in_addition to this buge city 10,000 others
existed for this sole purpose, scattered over
the various nations of the world, would you
not laugh at such statements and conclude
that the man was mad? Jast so, it is not
surprising that learned people should smile
when they hear any one contend that the sun
and all the stars were created simply to give
light to the earth, The fact of there being
morniag and evening from - the first to the
fourth day shews that the world had light
from the first day; morning and evening ia
roduced by the revolution of the earth on
t8 own axis ; we eannot coneeive of day and
night being brought about in any other way,
The inference is that the course of the world
has been always as it is now, If so, then, it
was 80 from the first day to the fourth, which
roves demongtrably that the sun was made
geforo the first day, Bat you will hero ur
then why does the Bible state, in the history
of the foarth day's work, that Ged made two
great lights and all the stars to give light to
the earth? I will tell you, Baboo, There
is nothing much ‘amiss in the words God 14ade
two great lights, though it would have saved
much discussion had a more definite word been
used instead of the word made, The simple
matter of fact is that you have limited the
meaning of the word ¢ made’ to ereated, for-
getting that whilst it does mean created, it
bas ofher common meanings beside, Tkis is
common to all languages. Take the Bengali
word ¢ goon,’ the dictionary gives 14 difforent
meanings; the word bhab kas a quarter of a
buodred ; the word tejash has 84, A very
common meaping of the word ‘ made,’ is to
appoint, and * God appointed two great lights'
is the moaning of the words which you regard
8s makiog a contradiction. [f you were to
bear that Joynath Shein had been made judge
of Kooshtee, you would not imagine tHat tﬁe
Lieuteannt-Governor of Bengal had just ore-
ated nim for shat work, but that he had

Bible (at leass the Old Testament), was
originally writteh in Hebrew, and the KEaglish
sug Bengali are onlg' translations, It there
is any doubt about the weaning of any word
in a translated Bible, we turn to the Hebrew
Bible and get the exaot mesning, The exact
meaning 0t the Hebrew word in the passage
we are talking about, and which in the guglinh
version is ‘srintud ‘ made,’ is not ereated, but

POSITIONS,—** Bearing this in mind let
us look at the 1st ohapter of Genesis and see
if really there is any contradiction, We find

*“1. ¢‘In the beginning God created the
heaveos and the earth, bat the earth was
without form, snd yoid, and covered with
darkness and water, We sre not to suppose,
bowever, that darkness existed because there
Was no sun (the earth could not have existed
in its orbit without the attraction of the sun)
m probably by reason of the dense f

ch bung perpetuslly over the world's vast
mareh, .

“2., When God on the first day said * Let

,| there be light,’ ¢ his command the beams of

the sun began to penetrate the might

benks, and a kind of daylight bmkl‘.i.n,up’:g

the world, . R
o

“ 2. On the second day the aot

'm'tomdm‘ﬁmmot] s and the

fur ﬁu still,

leo. | sun’s penetrated
| w4, gumuummmm
brighter 1%

i’)poiumd him to the office of a judgeship,|C
he

for ever, appointed these beautiful lights to
reguiarly bring about day and night; and be
to the men on earth for signs and for seasons
and for days and for years,

“ What is there irrational about this, Ba-
boo? Isit mot just as an intelligent man
would conclude that it shoald bo?’ The

y | Baboo, who with his friends had been listen.
y |of the stars, though they appear so small,

ing with fized attention, seeing that I had
concluded, smilingly rejoined—* 8ir, I am
delighted, we have never had such an expla-
pation before. Pray, is this explanation
koown to any other Roglish Padre Sahibs,
(Missionaries), or is it an interpretation whioh

you have discovered 1”  “ No, Baboo, I have’

not discovered it, I learned it from others
wiser, than myself.” « And did the gentle-

men who taught you, sir, believe that the

word ‘made’ ought to be printed ‘appointed "

““I really cannot tell you, Baboo ; why are

you 8o very anxious to know 7’ ¢« Be~ause, .

sir, the magistrate will not be bound by the
statement of one man, he wants two witnesses.”
“ LF that is what you want, Bahoo, if you will
sit here for five minates I think [ can-find a

seagnd proof to give you.” After an absence-

of ten minutes 1 rejoined them, remarking,
‘ Baboo, you know English, look at this
book, it is entitled -+ Bcripture and Geplogy.’
Its author is Dr. Joha Pye Smith, a teacher
of young Padre Sahibs, You may jodge of
his great learning by all the letters appended
to his name, Di),, LLD, F.RS, FGS.

If he says the same as I have told you will’

you be satisfied 7’ ¢ Yes, sir, two learned
gentlemen would not say the same thing if
there were not good reason to think it true.”

ge|* Be that as it may, Baboo, listen to what he

says, he is speaking of the sun and meon

being made on the fourth day (p. 266), «The'

heavenly bodies are represented not as bei
at that time ecreated (for the word which
ocours in verses 1 and 27 is nmot used here),
but made, that is constituted or appointed to
be luminaries, for such is the meaning of the
word used’ Are you gatisfied, Baboo?"
“On this point, sir, the sun of knowledge
has shone into my mind, my objeotion has
been thoroughly repelled, Indeed, sir, I
speak truly.” + Very well, Baboo, then let
us push oa with the next on the Jist;”

The Negro capable of cultivation.

There have been many conjectures as to the
capability of the Negro mind receiving as high
cultivation as the other varieties of mankind.
In subjeets conneeted with the use of language
they have been long knewn to excel, but in
mathematics it has been doubted if with equal
advantages they were able to stand béside the
aucasian race, The following article from
the N, Y. Tridune would seem to decide the
question, 8o far as it concerps those receiving
instroction in the Institation referred to ;—

1f that large class of Americans, imported
and native, who have been educated to express
their batred of equal rights and their preju-

dice against the race by mouthing with hot’

rage, or airy contempt the word ** Nigger !"
could be compelled to visit in detatchments
the Philadelphia Institute for Colored Youths,
on Bhippen street, they would ily get
oured of the false ideas upon wh slavery
in the United Btates sought a |
ful foundation, and which now inspire the
opponents of impartial suffrage to resist the
extension of the ballot to the black man.—
We visited this school last week, and for two
days witnessed its annual commencement ex-
ercises. We saw there abundant evidence :
I, That uoder the oot and instrue-

ogs | tion of colored teachers, male and female,

there is in Philadelphia » sohool for the edu.

cation of girls and boys in. the Latin sod
Greek Classies, the , History,
G':.‘ln'b and Qg » Which is fully
to the best of the endowed academies of

sod Now Hampshire, This is

saying a deal, but we will stand by i,

I, Wesaw that under the development of

ogioal and law--




