
For thé Christian Messenger. 

Day of Prayer for Colleges. 

Dzar Brorusr, 

I beg to remind your readers, and especially | be more probability of a 
the Pastors of Churches, that Thursday the | pearing. We. believe that the absence of this 
28th inst., will be the day of Prayer for Col: | hag characterized the church in all its depar- 
leges. It will be duly observed, I trast, |tures from a state of spirituality. The cha 
throughout the Province. The churches will | raoter of the church, as the body of Christ, 
implore the divine blessing on all Institutions demands that he be constantly brought before 
of learping, so that education and religion may ys in his death and resurrection. e ordi- 
walk hand in hand together. They will ask 
aleo that those young men who have suitable | Supper—instead of being sacraments, are in 
gifts may see it to be their duty to devote 
themselves to the Lord's service. 

Yours truly, 
: J. M. Cramp, 

"Acadia College, Feb. 9, 1867. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Our Chorists, 

. God attaches all importance to spiritual 
worship. “God is a spirit, and they that 
worship him must worship him in spirit and 
in truth.” The force of this truth is often 
felt by many of God's children as they wend 
their way to the place of worship. Many are 
their misgivings as to the preparation of their 
hearts for the solema duty, when they recol- 
lect that Omniscience scrutinizes their most 
seoret thoughts and motives. They often 
tremble as they approach the throne of grace, 
although they know it to be, through Jesus 
Cbrist, a throne of mercy. To such, God's 
word affords encouragement. * To this man 
will I look, even to him that is poor and of a 
contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.” 
Let not these, therefore, from a sense of their 
sips, feel a dread of approaching a God of 
purity, since, through Christ, they may draw 
near to their heavenly Father—to Aim Who 
requires worship “in spirit and io truth.” 

There are others, we fear, who have no 
such misgivings. « God is not in all their 
thoughts.” Born, it may be, of Christain 
parents, trained in the nursery, and in the 
Sabbath school, they are taught by precept 
and example to attend the house of prayer, 
and not only to attend, but to demean them. 
selves becomingly. Yet they seldom, if ever, 
remember their obligation to worship God “in 
spirit and in truth.” They are mere forma. 
lists in religion. Need such be reminded of 
the spirituality of true worship ? Need such 
be entreated to humble their Aearts before 
God, and return thanksgiving for his mercies ? 
Bat if tormalists are culpable, what shzll be 
said ot those who, as often as they go to the 
house of God, go, not only not in a worshipp- 
ing spirit, but apparantly bent upon — 
the place and the service subjects of wick 
mirth. 
The evil here spoken of increases by in- 

dulgence. It ripens into profanity ; it weak- 
ens the finer susceptibilities of the soul; and 
"ir. a reproach upon the public worship 
of 

od. This, ales! is too: frequently the | 20d expressed our dissent from some of its 
result when a fine voice is the only recom- 
mendation to a place in our choirs, and 
to a service which requires grace in the heart 
to make melody to the Lord. The spirit and 
language which, through the week, is on the 
lips of singers, should have some resemblance 
to the words put before them from the sacred 
desk. 
How often are persons, whose only qualifi- 

cation is an artistic skill in music, taken to 
do the singing part of the Lord’s-day wor. 
ship? How many, with no other recommen 
dation than a *gaod voice,” if not employed, 
are invited to join choirs, notwithstanding 
that, through the week, their profanity is suf. 
ficient to horrify tre people of God. The 
attention of the christian public should be 
directed to the removal of this orying evil, 
Is vot the singing of God's praise a matter ot 
as much concern, in all its spiritual raquire- 
ments, as the offering of prayer? Who would 
consent to have this latter duty performed by 
proxy, especially if the proxy engaged is 
immoral in life, and volgar and profane in 
language? Would he not, with Paul, prefer 
to pry with the spirit and the understand- 
ving also; to ag Wm the spirit and with the 
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all its fullness ; and often keeps them from the 
epjoyment of the benefits it is intended to 
convey. If Jesus and the Resurrection were 
made the subject of discourse, as in primitive 
times, more frequently than it is, there would 

postolic resiits ap- 

nances of Christ—baptism and the Lord's 

tended to be representative and memorials of 
his death and resurrection. The former indi- 
cating that the disciple is the follower of His 
Lord, and the latter as shewing forth the 
Lord’s death. Instead of this men invent a 
thousand fancies and surround these appoint. 
ments uotil their spiritual nature is smothered. 
It this were remembered, we should hear 
nothing more of credence tables and priestly 
decorations in gonnection with the solemnity 
of the simple * breaking of bread.” _Nor 
would it be of much consequence to discuss 
whether children of unbelievers and believers 
generally, or, the children of church communi- 
cants only, were tlie subjects of baptism. The 
mode of baptism is debated and made a fine 
device of Satan to prevent men from seeing 
that Believers, and they only, are the proper 
shbjects. Much that is styled religion is but 
solemn mockery, and when examined in the 
light of Divine truth can not stand. So long 
as it is kept in the dark, its deformity does 
not appear, but let in tbe light of truth upon 
it and its character is revealed, 
The simplicity and beauty of the gospel is 

seen nowhere more conspicuonsly than in its 
two ordinances. Even the Sabbath, with many, 
fails to be the Lord’s Day, and a memorial of 
his resurrection, and becomesa day for the dis- 
play of millinery, not-merely that belonging 
to ladies, The day of rest is an incaleulable 
blesssing, but its value is very much echanced, 
whenits true character is remembered—that 
of a memorial of cur Lord’s resurrection. 

Christ, as the Divine Redeemer, is the great 
centre of all history as well as of religion. 
Where any service to God is attempted inde. 
pendent of Him, it is but mockery and will- 
worship. He is the only Mediator and object 
of faith. Let us then see him as not only the 
end of the law, but also of the ordinances of 
his House and of the Church, and we shall 
more fully realize the character of representa. 
tives of Him than by the most costly sacrifice 
of gorgeous ceremonials. 

Rev. G. M. Grant and the Religi- 
ous Press. 

Our thanks are due to Jas. Bowes & Sons 
for a copy of the Rev. G. M. Grant's Lecture, 
entitled * Reforme:s of the Ninetéenth Cen. 
tury.” 
We noticed the lecture briefly last week 

statements. The author being connected with 
a different body ot Christians from ourselves, 
will prevent our saying what we might other- 
wise feel it our duty to say, respecting the 
sentiments it expresses. As, it wo did, we 
might be charged with doing so from * malice, 
hatred, and all uncharitablencss” and we are 
assured that Mr. G. will not believe that we 
entertain any such feeling towards him. la- 
deed quite the contrary ; yet we must not dis- 
miss his lecture without a word or two of 
stricture. 

Mr. Grant is great in discovering shams 
and hypocrisy, and describes the Protestant | 
world of the eighteenth Century as having 

that religion then consisted almost entirely of 
exteriors, aud was destitute of the essentials 
of christianity. Indeed he says, * there was 
more living faith. in the truths of Qhristian- 
ity during the eighteenth Century «tf the 
atican thao at any of the head quarters of 

Protestantism.” This is surely a st 
statement to come from a Presbyterian ! fi 
will ‘doubtless startle some of his worthy 
friends in Picton. Here are his words :— 

“ The forms of religion were pretty well k 
up ; but people did not seem to consider chat | B15” os this of Mr. Grani, and one on a 
they were living a lie if they did not translate 
their avowed beliefs into practice. * Oar in- 
comparable Liturgy’ was y read io the 
Eoglish churches, and in all parish schools in 

bad little else. He stfives to make it appear, | ™ might quote, as testimony of the seme 

the offending nation. Thus the Parliament had 

Scottish Seceders, in lifting up their testimony 
against the Church, made it une of their formal 
grounds of complaint that the General Assembly 
bad discontinued to petition Parliament to 
re-enact them, although it was plainly written 
in Scripture, ¢ thou shalt not suffer a’ witch to 
live.” Still the natural testimony for Protestant 
truth, and against all other, was accepted ¢ as 
on the whole satisfactory,” by all except a few 
Davie Deans, who would take nothing less than 
the imposition of the Solemn League and 
Covenant on the three kingdoms.” 

The circumstance of Mr. Grant taki 
Carlyle as the principal of the “ Reformers” 
of the 19th century, will prepare one to hear 
many things jerked out contrary to the com. 
mouoly rceived orthodoxy, it would appear, 
tor the purpose of being peculiar and creati 
a sensation. We have not or inclination 
to discuss the question of how far Coleridge, 
Wordsworth and Carlyle were from being 
christian writers, or entitled to the appella- 
tion conferred on them by Mr. G. Saffice it 
for us to say that we differ from him in almost 
the whole of his utterances on these points, 
Mr. Graot’s Quixotic tilt against religious 

newspapers may be understood, when it is 
remembered that there is not ove, in our little 
community, which accords with the sentiments 
of the body with which he is connected. His 
quotation from Robertson, on this point, we 
regard, as, if not a sham, at least a cover 
behind which he chooses to give forth his 
voice, as an oracle for the guidance of his 
followers. It is well that there are tnen who 
stand on a little higher plattorm than Mr. G., 
and whose opinion is as little liable to be influ-- 
enced by personal feelings, who have a differ. 
ent opinion on this subject, Lt is unnecessary 
that we should appear in our own defence ; 
hear what Dr. Mattoon—an orthodex Pres. 
byterian, we believe,~—said at a recent ecclesi- 
astical Convention in the United States : 

“It may be that some will conclude that I bave 
over-estimated tbe benign influences of the reall 
religious newspaper. | have not uttered a 
thought or a word unpremeditated. I intended 
to say all that 1 have said. I have gone no fur 
ther than did the Assembly of 1865, in its at- 
térances upon this same subject They said the 
religious newspaper, * bas a wider, deeper influ- 
ence upor the members of our congregations than 
tracts, books, or quarterly reviews.’ I believe 
it. It is one of the best foreign educators that we 
can bring into'our families. Nothing, save the 
Bible, can do more for the intellectual and social 
caliure of our househelds. Nothing that will at so 
little expense, prove a more efficient co-operator 
fo the ministry.” 
. “They come weekly to tell us all about the in- 
terior state of the Church ; with a constant fin 
upon ber great spiritual artery, whether she is 
praying, or voiceless and slumbering, while sin- 
pers are sporting on the brink of everlasting 
ruin. They bring us cheering intelligence of 
revivals, and herald the footsteps of the gracious 
Spirit in the mulberry trees, and call upon us to 
bestir ourselves. Not take a religious mewspa- 
per? Not let one of these winged angels of the 
Church into your families? Why ? I should 
feel that 1 was starviog my own soul and beg- 
garing the souls of my children.” «I believe it 
would be time and money and blessing gained to 
the kingdom of Christ, to take one of our most 
ifted ministers and send him oo this mission from 
let to city from city to bamlet. Send a man 
who is able to comprehend this great idea, ¢ The 
power of the weekly press.” He would be wel- 
come io all our pulpits as a messenger of light 
and mercy. . . . Immortal interests are 
involved in the doing or leaving undone this 
work. If the Protestant religious does not 
come to help mould minds for Christ and for 
heaven, some other will come to mould for mam 
mon and destruction.” 

Thera are plenty of similar expréssions of 
the best and wisest men in Church and State 

character, Many a christian pilgrim, too, 
both old and young, there is, in the humble 
walks of life, yet quite as worthy of respect, 
whose opinions, founded on experience, are 
just the contrary of those expressed by Mr. 
Grant, Tirades of detraction from other 
quarters, on this subject, may be as easily 
disposed of as this one. Either J 
feeling or jealousy of success and 
bas occasionally induced a contemporary to 
encourage such onslaughts on * the religious. 

occasion by Mr. Hill, but they are 

ial than otherwise, 
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might bring down the judgments of Heaven on 

repealed the penal laws against witches, and the 

choy barmless, and perhaps gd 

a very highly esteemed evangelical man, and 
entrance on his coarse of preparatory study at 
Kings College. He-hope our contemporary 
£8 mend his “ own way” of * noticing such 

Now that we are speaking of this gentle- 
man—Rev. Mr. McNutt,—we will just give 
a brief extract from a letter just come to 
hand from a friend in St. John, N. B., which 
will effectually conmtradiet Bishop py 
naughty insinuation, that he (Mr, McN.) 
tended * to step from the pulpit of Trinity 
Charch into that of Leinster Street Chapel.” 
Our friend writs +n 
** And now dear Bro. as I am writing I wil 

say a few words to you about 6ur Church and 
the Lord’s dealings with us. He kindly per- 
mitted our Pastor Rev. W. V. Garner, to carry 

Ing {out his wish and locate himself in Boston, leav- 
ing us as sheep without a shepherd. But she 
Lord provided for the He gave us, as 
you are aware, the Curate of Trinity Church, 
thoush we bad as we thought provided for our- 
selves ;and had given Rev. W. 8, McKenzie a 
call, and invited Rev. E. F. Foshay to suppl 
until he could come, providing he Sosupled. 
The Carleton Church idered their engage- 
ment with Bro. Foshay to be until May next. 
On learning that, our Committee ceased negoti- 
ations with him and commenced to look around 
for another, when they learned of Mr. McNutt’s 
«change of views. He could not give a decided 
answer at first as he had wade up bis mind to 
go on to the United States. Bus be at last con- 
sented; and is now preaching for us.” 

We do not feel at liberty to quote further, 
but are pleased to learn that the labors of 
Mr. McNutt are being highly appreciated 

McNutt was baptized on Lord's day, the 8rd 
inst. ; 
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WANTED. —Any of our snbscribers who do not 
file their copies of the. C. Messenger, and have the 

Y | No. for yo 16th, will much oblige us by letting 
us have it fer the purpose of suppl our new sab- 
scribers. We will return an wie 

deadia dthessarsss. 

The next lecture before the Atheneum will be 
delivered in the - ge the Baptist Meeting house, 
Wolfville - Prof. R. V. Jones, A. M.. on Fri- 
day Feb. 15¢ at 7 o'clock. Subject :~* The Ancient 

H. E. Munro, Cor. Sey. 

Colchester Co. Baptist Sabbath Scheol 
Convention. 

The Annual Meeting of the Colchester Count 
ON at Toon Seen or mater sf held Va on even th, eb. at half.past 6 o'clock. rig. deh has been adjourned for some time—a full attendeuce is 
earnestly solicited. 

The next Breton Quaater Meeting will be held vy V.) with the church at Mira Bay, commenc- 
a ing, (at the Holmes’ neighborhood) on Saturda 

February 16th, ac 2 p. m, By hl ” 
W. B. Boges. 

The Baptist Ministerial C 
Co., will (D. V.) a: Bridgeto Tuesda . Will m BA wn on Tu 
the 19th of Feb. at 9 oclock. Preachingon Monday 
evening preceeding. A full attendance is solicired. 

The next Session of the PRINCE Epwarp IsLaxp 

Hine fan 5 Da Dai ia Is we ‘House near Mr. 
re 9g commencifg on Friday, Feb.’ 16th, at 7 
o'clock, P, M. 

, By order of the Conference. 
: Joux SHAW, 

French Mission. 

To THE PRIENDS OF THE Frunom Mission :—The 
Brethren named below will have the kindness to 
an bp ) ents in accordance with the fol- 

i Si a Bo on svueiing 
Rawdon Rev. p 4 Fp —. 1 
a aor Pap eomsmmny. § 
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had been so we learn from the time of his first 

by the Leinster Street Church ; and that Mrs, 


